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TRAVELS 

, THROUGH THE 

SOUTHERN PilOVII^C:^^ 

Of tbb * 

. ' MUSSIAJV EMPIRE, 

In tKe Year» 1793 and 1794. 

CHAP; li 
Jottrney frdm Si. Petersburg h Tsaritzfn. 

ilJOLICITOUS to remote fronl the Id tessant hnsiU^ 
as well as the artificial society, preyaiiitig in the me- 
tropolis of Russia, Dr. Pallas applied, towards thd 
end of the year 1792, to his late gracious soyereign the 
empress Catharine II. for permission to visit th# 
southern province of her vast empire. 

His request was granted, together with letters of 
^recommendation to ^11 the governors of those pro* 
tineas in which he proposed to make any stay ; and h& 
engaged & skilful artist, Mr. C. G. H. Oeissler, of 
Leipzig, Whp accompanied him on the wholejourney. 

He s^t out from Petersburg oil the first of I^V^bruiry^ 
1793, with his wife a;nd daughter, to enjoy with 
th«m the first beauties of ftpfing 6n the southern 
bAnks of the Volga. 

The winter road through the forests beyond Noto- 
gorod was extretriely good, but on the heights of 
Vstlda it liecam^ worse, and they found it extremely, 
rough and dangerous as they approached the Ticinitj 
of Moscow ; so that though the distance from St. Pe« 
tersbiirg is only fti Tersts, theyvr^teneatly ten days 
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on the road, an upusual length of time for the ex^e* 
ditions mode of trareUiDg in that country. 

On the tw^itT*8eoond they reached No70|prod, ^ 
haying obs^ved an Aurora Bcrealh^ which mifased 
a tery brilliant Kght, extending north-west an4 more 
funtly north.ea8t, with an intermediate space unil* 
. Jnmined. 

The anflent iumitty or sepulchral hillocks, on the 
heights of Yalda, arrest the attention of the trayeller^ 
particnlarly when ihe ground is cohered with snow ; 
those on tihe heights near the riTulets Cboloya and 
Polomet, presenting with the talj trees growing on 
their tops, a fine picturesque winter landscape. These 
antient cemeteries, which is likewise the case in Siberia^ 
are inrarlably placed in the most pleasant situations* 
It were touch to l^ wished, lA .onler to promote the 
knowledge of Russian antiquities, that these tener. 
able monuments were carefully e^pkired. 

The strata of coal discoyered in these regions since 
1763, haye not yet rendered the Imbortatiofi of British 
coal unnecesss^ry, nor can this desirable object be 
hoped for without much deeper strata be found. 

After the lapse of twenty years Dr. Pallas was highly 
gratified on obserying the increased pnospcrity of 
Yysfanoy-Volotshok, wlvch on account, of the exten. 
siye inland nayigation ofllussia«>s now one of the most 
important places connected with the metropolis. 

Tber* the antient resident city o^ the grdnd dukes 
of kussia, is also so much improyeid that it may now 
be ranked among the most elegant and regular pr». 
yincial towns in Europe* They enjoy here aU the 
necessaries of life in great abundance, and at ft mo- 
derate price* It is common for trayellerg jtatsing 
through this place to be regaled with delicroii^'j fresh 
aterlets, caught in the dyer Yolgai and ataU seasoas 
kept in reseryoirs* ^ , 

In T^T^i^ofc they iiket^ise %und trade £r|[|t)^/i[fl« 

. crmised* But ^is is so far unfaVoi^rable to flTj^.^cpa- 

perity of the prlndj>al^ towns, as th6 mexcantile ad« 
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ranee of all the domestic aod foreign afticltti c{ 
Imtorj^ and the price of manual laboor ri«iji|^ with 
the necessaries of life, are not in a due propartioa to 
the income of the weal^jr. 

Mo9cow has, daring the last twenty yean, not only 
been greatly improved. in the magnificence of its buiUU 
ings, and in respect to refinement of manoerSi bat thi| 
kxurr of its inhabitants bas also increased. Tbe 
high price of the necessaries of life^ and tlie profasioa 
of foreign luxaries formed a striking contrast toi Ml 
state at the above-mentioned period. Th« impro?«# 
^lentlnhorttcult^re has. been^sp rapid within thm^* 
few last years, th^t vegetables aret extremely cboap. 
Excellent asparagus 19 hei^e raised in bot-beds in t&i. 
midst of winter, in such plenty ai to be seat to St# 
Petersburg, and several kinds oi early f rnit are not in* 
ferior in flavour to those produceA l^ England* la 
summer the mo9t delicious species of cberrln, anrlcotli 
peathes, peairs, apptei, and even pine^ples are Goa« 
monly sold at a i^asonable prioe^ It is to tho lalt 
Prokop Akimfievitch Demidof counsellor of state» 
that these improvenients are i;hiefly attributable* Ta 
him also th<^ inland provinces qt Kussi^ are iBdeble4 
for the introduction of several u^ful species of graia 
But alas! his example now qo longer animates tbt 
ipirit of the husbandman i his botanic garden whlck 
was described in ;78i| is now desolate. Scaroe n 
ves^ge of the rare and yatuable coileption of plantt 
which he procured at a rast expence Crom £nglan(l» 
and bequeathea to the university of Moscow, are now 
to be found in their proper place. Trufies have b^eii 
Uitety discovered in th^ vicinity of Iho. city, and aye 
sold in a fresh st^te at a Tcry moderate pric^ through* 
oat the summer^ 

Every object in Moscow, Uk^ the city itself, is of 4 
gigantic size* Several palacea resemble castas,, an4 
are inhabited by hundreds of servants born in a state 
of Tasralafge. The foundlmg is one of the most exten* 
ttv« clwrities la the w orld. Som# of tiieni are fintshiil 
at 
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in ^e Srst Uyle of arcMtecturc ; but the instlti^tiqn 
most worthy of notice' is the r^ew assembly house of 
the nobility^ which during winter i^ frequented by at 
least one thousand perspniS of ranis! of both sexes, 
who" appear at ' balls ' and masquerades in : the TDost 
superb dresses; The grand assembly hajl is one of the 
most spacious rooms ^nKvirppe. ' ' 

Bebg detained at Moscow till the }9th, they found 

thestreets and roads almost impassable for their sfedfges 

till they reached" the open fields, on account of the 

thaw which ha^ begun to take place. They dtrepfed 

. tftelf journey by the' way of Pert sa, to Saratof.' 

* On' the 19th, they arrived at Nova^a Derevna^ 
'Whence without chiiiglng horses fl\ey proceeded to 
Sunkovai/a^ ai\d ph the' following motning 'continued 
flieir journey. . v*. -• - 

* In the towti of Rfrth^tsh, as well V5 at ^BunH^ovai/a^ 
they w^ye a great.number of 'silk handkerfchiefs, of 
Tarions patterns, tiJtof an inferior quality and size 
to those manufactured at MospoWj^vliith are sold from 
one ruble*\tp a ruble and a half a-ptece :* the silk for 
flifs purpose is broiight ready dyed'from Jvioscoy?;. 

On the 21st they continued theiV Journey to Val- 
dfmir, nhder a light Tall of snoWj and towards evpn- 
fng arriyed at this ahti^nt grand ducal residence;^ which 
H ii»w the seat of a prOTinciat government. . It is 
embellished with msiny ipocjern hbilses built of ^one ; 
and several gopd dwellings of wood' attract' the eye 
of the traveller at a short, distance froih the town, 
^ especially on the !^eights beyond the river Kliasma. 
From thfe want of mariufactni'es, thjs place is not, how-i. 
isver, in a very flourishing stiafe. " 

* On the opposite bank of the Kliasraa Dr. Pallas had 
the misfortune to falla:} deep as his loins into a fissure 
concealed by drifts df inow, and there being nqliouse» 
on'the bank, he was forced to proceed In his wet 

• : -r— : : — ; .. .• — ^-t r ^ - > < >^^ 

X* Tbe real value of a rMe^ by the coiirse of fxc^i}|p4i«^St« 
Pe^rsburg^ vafied in 1794 from ^ 3|d. to ^. Sfd. 
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dothet to the end of the ne](t.ft^e of thirtf^aevoa 
Tersts (about tweoty-fiye miles English) to the comit|r 
towu of Sodogda. T^he effects of this accident did 
not appear, with respect to his health, till the fol* 
lowing spring ; but it laid the foundation,, we are in« 
formed of a diseased and yaletudinary life* 

Oo the same day they reached the Yicinity of MuroSK 
and on the ^Sd passed within sight of that town, and 
proceeded as far as liOmova* The ice on the rlfer 
Okka, oTer which they had to venture their lives fof 
twelve Tersts to Lipna^ was extremely unsafe- 
Late on the evening of the d4th they arrived 9i 
Arsamat, after crossing the river Tesha. The eoil^ 
which Had been nandy for seTeral miles, changed to # 
rich black mould, extremely favourable to the culti« 
vation of hemp. Innumerable bundles of this plMlt 
were spread out near the different villages, where doxw 
ing the winter it is dried in kilns* 

Tli^e town of Arsamas appears to have increased ia 
trade, but its buildings are not improved. The potash 
manufactures of tbis place^^ which our traveller formerly 
described^ have several yesirs ago been relinquished, 
on account of the insufficient promts they afforded tg 
government^ and the peasantii hsve since, been emi» 
ployed in attending to the imperial studs. 
The country along the river Tesha becomes pro* 

EssiAvely mpre ^illy» with an excellent black soU. 
fore &ey reached the village of Netsho'eva they 
were obliged to repass this river, ^nd travel pver ^ 
fertile plain, varied with gentle elevations, and in« 
terspersed with heiidsome villages^ till they reached 
Lukpyanof, formerly a village^ but now enfranchised 
as a towii^ whero they remained during the night of th« 
»5th. 

Tbf) next day ^ey prdceeded through a fertile and 
open country to Tohkoi and FasUrf-Maidan^ villages 
wbere formerly much pot-ash was prepared, but 
Whicb are now chiefly Inhabited by fugitive subjects of 
fbii nosbiiity. Kert Dr. Pallas couldtiot help feeling tk 
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TRAVELS 



THROUGH THE 



SOUTHERN PltOVlJ^CES 

Of tbb • 

, - MUSSIAM EMPIRE, 

In the Years 1793 aod 1794; 

CHAP; t 
JoKpmey fr&m St. Petersburg h TzarHzfn. 

I30LICIT0US to remove froul the lOceSsaht bustlfej 
as well as the artificial society, prevailing in the me- 
tropolis of Russia, Dr. Pallas applied, towards thd 
end of the year 1792, to his late gracious sovereign the 
empress Catharine II. for permission to visit th» 
southern province of her vast empire. 

His request was granted, together with letters of 
Jtecommend^tion to all the governors of those pro^ 
tinces in which he proposed to make any stay ; and he 
engaged H skilful artist, Mr. C. G. H. Geissler, o^ 
Leipzig, Whp accompanied him on the wholejonrney* 

He set out from Petersburg on the first of Febrnury^ 
1793, with his wife aind daughter, to enjoy with 
them the first beauties of spring on the southern 
banks of the Volga. 

The winter road through the forests beyond Noro« 
gorod was extremely good, but on the heights of 
Vskida it became worse, and they found It eztremeijr, 
roagb and dangerous as they approached the ricinitj 
of Moscow ; so' that though the distance from St. Pe* 
tersburg is only 72^ Tersts, they wete neatly ten dayf 

toil. j^Txix. ' n ■ 
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on the road, an upusual length of time for the expe^; 
4itioii8 mode of traTelliDg in that country. 

On the tw^tr^second they reaeh«d No70|prod, ^ 
haTing observed an Aurora J^ortalU^ which mifased 
a tery brilliant Kght, extending north-west an^ more 
faintly north-east, with an intermediate space Unil- 
Jnmined. 

The anflent tumtUy or sepulchral hillocks^ on the 
heights of Yalda, arrest the attention of the traveller^ 
particnlarly lirhen the ground is cohered with snow ; 
those on Ae heights near the riTulets CholoTa a^nd 
Polomet, presenting with the talj trees growing on 
their tops, a fine picturesque winter landscape. These 
antlent cemeteries, which is likewise the case in Siberia^ 
are inrariably placed in the most pleasant situations. 
It we^ touch to l^ wished, ill\oraer to gemote the 
knowledge of Russian antiquities, that these tener. 
able monuments wjsre carefully e^plinvd. 

The strata of coal discoyereo in these regions since 
1763, ha?e not yet rendered the itubortatiofi of British 
coal unnecessary, nor can this desirable obj<^ct be 
hoped for without much deeper strata be found. 

After the lapse of twenty years Dr. Pallas was highly 
gratified on obserTing the increased prosperity of 
Vyshnoy-Volotshok, which on account of the exten- 
sive inland natigation c>f Russia«.is now one of the most 
importatit places connected with the metropolis. 

Tfe^r* the antient resident city of the grdnd dukes 
of kussia, is also so much improyecl that it may now 
be ranked among the most elegant and regular pr». 
Tincial towns in Europe, They enjoy here ^l the 
necessaries of life in great abundance, and at a mo- 
derate price. It is common for traTeller§ j^sing 
through this place to be regaled with delicious ^ fresh 
sterlets, caught in the riTer V^lgai and at aU seasons 
iept in reseryoirs. 

In 2\?r^£o& they Ufcetvisfe iound trade gre^t^r. |f|- 

. ceased. But iH^ is so far unfa¥c|i(Table to tV^f^ips- 

pefity o^the prlodpal. towns, as th6 nptercantile ad* 
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▼aace of all the domestic aod foreign avticltti of 
laxary^ and the price of manual labour ri«iji|^ with 
the necessaries of life, are not in a due propartioa to 
the income of the wealthy. 

Mo9cow has, daring the last twenty yean^ not onty 
been greatly improTed.in the magnificence oi its buiUU 
ings, and in respect to refinement of manoerSi but thii| 
luxurr of its inhabitants bas also increasf<li« Tbe 
high price of the necessaries of life^ and tjia prpfasioa 
of foreign luxaries formed a striking contrast toi lAl 
state at the above- mentioned period. Thei inipro?«# 
ment In horttcttltUre bai beea^sp rapid within tbei%* 
few last years, Uiat regetables arct extremely cheap. 
Excellent asparagus is bei;e raised in bot-beda in tW 
midst of wintei', ia sucb plenty ai to be .seat to SU 
Petersburg, and seVeral kinds of early frnit are not in* 
ferior in flaronr to those produced Ifi England* la 
summer the mo9t delicious species of cherriea, aprlcotl| 
peabhes, pears, apples, and erenpiae-iapples are cook 
monly sold at a i^asonable prioe^ It la to tha lalt 
Prokop AkIinlleTitcb Demidof counsellor of ataU^ 
that these improT^nients are i^efly attributable^ Ta 
him also th<^ inland province^ qt Kussif are ind^bm 
for the IntroductioQ of ser^ral useful species of graia 
But alas! his example now ^o longer animates tbt 
spirit of the husbandman j| his botanic garden wW^ 
was described in 1782, is now desolate. Scarot n 
tes^e of the rare and valuable cailection of plantt 
wbtcb he procured at a rast ^xpence Cram £nglan(l» 
and bequeathea to the university of Moscow^arenow 
to be found in their proper place., Trufies bare b^ei| 
Utety discovered in tb^ vicinity of |h^ city, and ar<l 
sold in a fresh state at a Tcry moderate pric^ throegh* 
oat the summer. 

^ Every object in Moscow^ Uke the city itself, is of 4 
^i^antic size. Several palaces resemble castfes,^ an4 
are inhabited by hundreds of servants born in a state 
of Tussalage. The foundling is one of the most exten* 
five charities In the ur orld. Soui# <rf ^^ are finnb^l 
at 
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TRAVELS 

, THROUGH THE . 

SOUTHERN PttOVlJsrCEl^ 

Of tbb * 

. ' MUSSI^JV EMPIRE^ 

In tHe Yearg 1793 and 1794. 

CHAP; t; 
JoKprney fr&m St. Petersburg ^ Tstnitzin. 

I30LICIT0US to remote ttoxA the lOceSsant hiiBtU^ 
as well as the artificial society, preyailitig in the me- 
tropolis of Russia, Dr. Pallas applied, towards th^ 
end of the year 1792, to his late gracious soyereign the 
empress Catharine II. for permission to visit th» 
southern proTittce of her vast empire. 

His request was granted, together with letters of 
jtecommend^tion to All the goverrtors of those pro* 
tinces ixi which he proposed to make any stay ; and he 
engaged H skilful artist, Mr. C. G. H. Geissler, of 
Leipzig, Whp accompanied him oil the wholejourney. 

He set outfi^om Petersburg otk the first of F^brUiry^ 
1793, with his wife ind daughter, to enjoy with 
th«m the first beauties of SpHdg on the southern 
banks of the Volga. 

The winter road through the forests beyond NoYo- 
gorod was extremely good, but on the heights of 
V^Ida it became worse, and they found It eztremeljr, 
rougli and dangerous as they approached the ricinitj 
of Moscow ; so that though thc5 distance from St. Pe« 
tersbiirg is only 72^ Tcrsts, th^y were neatly tea dayf 
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on the road, an unusual length of time for the expe* 
4itioas mode of iraTelliDg in that country. 

On the tweiitTi.Moond they reached No70£prod, ^ 
having observed an Aurora BvfrtaUs^ which ajifosc4l 
a teiy brilliant light, extending north-west and more 
funtfy north-east, with an intermediate space unil- 
Jnmined. 

The anflent iumttty or sepulchral hillocks^ on the 
hdghts of Valda, arrest the attention of the traveller^ 
particnlarly lirhen the ground is covered with snow ; 
those on tihe heights near the rivulets Cbolova and 
Polomet, presenting with the tal] trees growing on 
their tops^ a fine picturesque winter landscape. These 
antient cemeteries, which is likewise the case in Siberia, 
are invariably placed in the most pleasant situations. 
It were tnndh t<^ Y^ wished, ill .oitler to promote the 
knowledge of Russian antiquities, tliat these vener. 
able monuments were carefully explfnvd. 

The strata of coal discovered in these regions since 
1763, have not yet rendered th0 bubortatton of British 
coal unhecesss^ry, nor can this desirable obj,ect be 
hpped for without much dee per strata be found. 

After the lapse of twenty years Dr. Pallas ^as highly 
gratified on observing the increased prosperity of 
vyshnoy-Volotshok, which on account of the exten- 
sive inland navigation of Russia«.is now one of the most 
important places connected with the metropolis. 

Tver, the antient resident city of the grdnd dukes 
of kussia, is also so much improve^ that it may now 
be ranked among the most elegant and regular pr». 
vincial towns in Europe, They enjoy here J|ll the 
necessaries of life in great abundance, and at a mo- 
derate price. It is common for traveller; ||ijusing 
through this place to be regaled with delicious' fresh 

f;erlets, caught in the river Volga's and atikU seasons 
ept in reservoirs. , ^ v 

In Torsiok they lUbetvisp ?ound trade gre^t)^. |;i- 
. creased. But tjiis is so far unfaVoi^rable to .w|f ly;^* 
perity o^the principal, towns, as th6 mercantile aa* 



vaace of all the domeitic aod foreign arttolttlk oC 
laxarjr^ and the price of manual labour rising with 
the necessaries of life, are not in a due proportion ta 
the Income of the wealibj. 

Hofcow has, during die last twenty years, not only 
been greatly improved. in the magnificence 01 its buiUU 
ings, and in respect to refinement of manners, but thii 
luxurr of ita inhabitants bas also increasfd« Tbe 
high price of the necessaries of Ufe^ aod tfus profusion 
of foreign luxuries formed a striking contrast to. Hi 
state at the above- mentioned pertpd. Thei improT«« 
ment In horticulture bast been, so rapi4 within tbeff* 
few last years, th^t vegetables are^ extremely cheap* 
Excellent asparagus is &ei?e raised b bot.b«ds in tli^ 
midst of trintefj in suph plenty ai to be sent to Stt 
Petersburg, andi several kinds of early fruit are notion 
ferior In flarour to those produced ^ EngUnA. Ia 
summer the mQ9t delicious species of cherries, anricpti^ 
peathes;i peairs, i^ppIes,anaeTe]|pine^pIe8arQCom« 
monly sold at a i^asonable price^ It ia to the Into 
t^rokop Aklmfiefitch Demidof counseUor of ttate^ 
that these improTeiqents are chiefly attributable.^ To 
him also thci inland provinci^ pf Kussif are indebted 
for the Introduction of several u^ful species of graia 
But alas! bi^ example now no longer animate tbo 
spirit of the husbandman t his botanic garden which 
was described in 178%, is now desolate. Scaroe i^ 
fesfige of the rare and valuable coilectioioi of phmtf 
which he procured at a rast oxpence (rom Unglanil^ 
and bequeathed to the university of Moscow^ are now 
to be found in their proper place. Trufies have b^ei| 
lately dinovered in thi^ vicuuty of Ih^ cityi and afO 
sold in a fresh state at a Tery moderate pricp through* 
out the summer. 

Every object in Moscow,^ Uk^ thQ city itaelf, is of i| 
gigantic site. Several palacea resemble casitliBS,, an4 
are inhabited by hiindreds of serrants born in a state 
of yassalage. The foundling is one of the most exten« 
sif« dwrities In the world. Somp of them^ are finish^A 
at 
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in Ae fii*st iBtyle of arcliitipicture ; but the instlti^tion 
most worthy of notice is the r^ew assembly house of 
tke nobtlitify which durlilg winter is frequented by at 
least one thoasand person^ of tanli of both sexes, 
who ~ appear at ' balls ' and masquerades in ; the -most 
superb dresses; T\\e grand assembly ha}! is one of the 
iftost spacious rooms Jn'Tfi^rppe. \ ' ' ^ 

Being detained at Mosc6w till the JOth, they found 

the'streets and roais almost impassable for their sfeffges 

tBl they reached' the open" fie Ws, on account of the 

thaw which *ha4 begun to take place. ' They dire^jted 

. Aelf journey by the' way of Pehsa, to Saratof.' 

• On "the ,19th, they arrived oX Nova^a Derevnuy 
'#heiice withoflt changing hotse^ they proceeded tp 
Sunkovaj/ay ai^d pn the following motning ^ontinue^ 
their journey, • s* •• • - » ' ' 

• 'In the towii 6f Itfi^ihiltsh, as wcll^as at *Bunfcovaj/a^ 
^tj wM,ye a great.number 6f * silk handkerchiefs^ of 
Tarions patterns, tiiltof ffh Inferior qxiality and size 
±o those manufactured at Mospow^wliich are sold from 
©ne rubl6<^ ;tp a ruble and a half a- piece t the silk for 
this purpose is brought ready dyed irom ImEoscow. 

' On the 21st th^y cbntinuid their' journey to Val- 
dftnir, under a light Tall of siioV, and towards VVpn- 
fng arrired at this ahti6nit grand ducal residence, which 
is nt#w tlie seat of a prOTincial government. . It is 
embellished with 'mixif mocjern hodseS' biiilt of ^one ; 
and several gopd dwellings of wood' kt tract the eye 
of the traveller at a short, distance froih the town, 
'* especially on the ^eights beyond the river Kliasma. 
Prom th^ want of manufactures, thjs place is not, hipw* 
fever, in a Tery flourishing state. " 

• On the opposite bank of the Kliasraa Dr. Pallas had 
the misfortune to fall.asi deep as hi^ loins into a fissure 
concealed by drifts of snow, arid there being no house* 
bn'the bank, he was fqrced to proceed In his wet 

* 1— — r—: : — p — r -n^^-t r ^ » < - 

»* The real value of a ruWcr by the course of fswctiaily^ a| SU 
l^ei^ersburg, vatied in 1794 from ^. 3^. to 2s. 8}d. 
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clothes to the end of the nej^t Atage of thirt^-aevea 
Tersts (about twenty-fiTe miles English) to the county 
town of Sttdogda. The effects of this accident did 
not appear, with respect to his health, till the fol* 
lowing spring; but it laid the foundation^ we are in* 
formed of a diseased and valetudinary life. 

Oo the same day they reached the Ticinity of MuroiD| 
and on the %3d passed within sight of that town, ana 
proceeded as far as Itomova* The ice on the ri?er 
Okka, oTcr which they had to venture their lives foe 
twelve versts to Lipna^ was extremely unsafe. 

Late on the evening of the d4th they arrived H 
Arsamai, after crossing the river Tesha. The soil, 
which Had been nandy fof several miles, changed to ^ 
rich black mouldy extremely favourable to the cnlti* 
vation of hemp. Innumerable bundles of this plant 
were spread out near the different villages, where duf^ 
ingthe winter it Is dried in kilns* 

Tl^e town of Arsamas appears to have increased ia 
trade, but its buildings are not i^iproved. Thepotadi 
manufactures of tl^is place^^wfaich our traveller formerly 
described, have seyeral years ago been relinquished, 
on account of the insufficient profits they afforded to 
government; and the peasants have tiinco. been enu 
ployed in attending to the imperial studs. 

The country along the river Tesha becomes pro* 
pesArely mpjre hilly» with an excellent black soil. 
Before they reached the village of Netshoeva they 
were obliged to repass this river, iind travel over a 
fertile plain, varied with gentle elevations, and in. 
terspersed with hwadsome villages.; till they reached 
I^naoyanof, formerly a village, but now enfranchised 
ai a towiiy whero they remained during the night of thm 
«fith. 

The next day Aey prdceeded through a fertile and 
open country to T^olskoi and VasiUJ-Moddan^ village 
vrliere formerly much pot-ash was prepared, but 
Which are now chiefly inhabited by fugitive subiects of 
^% annuity. Bera Dr. Pallas couldaot help feelmg th 
B S 
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greatest indignation at obserring every where the most 
vnpardoBable waste of the oak, the pride and wealth 
of the forest, which is cat down by the Russian boor 
for the most common purposes. 

The government pf Pema is every where covcrecj 
with befiutiful forests pf oak, and on the banks of the 
Atma they observed several young plantations of thip 
Taluable timber, belonging to £he nobility, in a very 
flourishing condition, which is not the case in many 
other places, especially in the neighbourhood of the 
imperial domains,, where th^ utmost neglect appears in 
this repept to prevail. . 

They changed horses in the ^mall town of Saranskj 
. about noon, on the 27th, which, notwithstanding some 
manufactures of soap and leather, does pot^ippe^r to 
he in a thriving state. lu this place, and most of 
. file adjacent villages, the small Asiatic moth, f^latta 
jisfattcay prpves extremely trouble8o;ne. It is asserted 
that they every where destroy the great ipoth, blaitq 
Oricnicdis* These insects are said to be fpj^(ji ^^ asso- 
ciating with crickets, and if both are put Into 9, glass 
Tesscl and placed qn the snow, even in mild feather, 
during sunshine, thpy become torpid, their bodies 
swell, and they seem to die instantly, but soon r^? 
cover on being removed to a warmer atmosphere* 

The birch and linden.tf-ee delight in this soil^ ao4 
flourish in great perfection : tl^e lime-tree is conducive 
to the general c^ulture of bees, and might serve as the 
most proper tree for groves along the road, 

Agricultvirc is most shamefully neglected in the 
government of Pensa; and the boors, though pes. 
sessing the most fertile country in the empire, live ill 
the most wretched smoaky knts, and in the most dis- 
gusting s^ate pf unpleanline§s j and their conduct^to- 
wards the nobility, at the time of the rebellion of 
. fugatshef, bears evidence of their depravity. ** 

Notwithsfandtnf 'the nnraerous studs kept by the 
fiobility, horses have advanced, during the last twenty 
ypap, to donbje their former price thronghoutRnssia; 
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Both their horses and black cattle ape uoder the mid* 
die size, white the sheep, on the contrary, are large. 
Their flesh is of an agreeable flavour, but the wool U 
of an inferior quality, and for the most psLtt black ; 
19 February they commonly yearu two lambs. Every 
boor rears hogs for his domestic use, and during win* 
ter the pigs, Iambs, and calves, live in the same apart* 
ment with the family. 

All kinds of poultry are here of .a large size, and * 
in every village pigeons fly about in abundance. 

The species of grain chiefly raised in the district of 
Pensa, both for home consumption and exportation^ 
consist of rye, spelt, barley, oats, millet, and buck, 
wheat. The mills are generally ill. construe ted, and our 
travellers were supplied with the worst bread imagin* 
able. Though the soil is excellent, wheat they were in. 
formed would not thrive in most districts: it is said to be 
prodoctive only in the vicinity of some villages inhabited 
by Tartars, In the lower countries of the Vs^. Hemp 
is also produced here in considerable abundance. 

All grain is here stacked near the vllfa^es, beside 
upon threshing-floors till it is again separated and 
dried in corn-kUns to fit it for threshing in winter. 
The straw is all thrown away, except what is used for 
thatching and for the cattle. ' In the same manner the 
dang in all these fich countries is cast into pits and 
pools near the villages,dnd thus imp.ro video Hy wasted ; 
because their fallows improve in fertility the succeed. 
iqg year without maqure, a^d new arable land is in 
grep.t abundance, The crops of hay yield here from 
fifty to seventy poods^ froig the des^sttinef , or two 
thousand foiir hundred square roods, 

Thf) city of Pensa, ^hich is six hundred and sixty i 
ve/sts from Moscow, and one thousand t}iree hundred 
and ninety-foi)r from St. Petersburg, surprised our tra* 



* A pood it forty pounds wtigfat. 

f A desettine is two bupdredi ai)d ten Rheni«h fiset hto^, aili 
^ve hundred and forty feet loogy being 1 17,600 Kjuare feet, 
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Tellers in a Tery agreeable manner. When Dr. P^IIasi 
Tirited this place m 170S, It was then only a market 
town^ and he found it throughout built of wood, in a^ 
wretched and irregular manner, the churches excepted. 
But since the establishment of the proTincial govern. 
ment^ many aeble families haTe Been induced to settle 
here, and to build elegant mansions, disposed in regu- 
lar streets. 

This town, which is built on a height, and watered 
by the Soura, with its numerous churches and spires, 
bas a Tery magnificent appearance : \he inhabitants 
are partial to commerce, and the shops are as well 
stocked here as at Moscow, whldi is not tbe case in 
other places. 

The little rirulet of Pensa, which supplies a part of 
the town with water, fails into the Soura. All the 
)mall kinds of fish found In the Volga are likewise 
caught here : neither lampreys, nor the large kind of 
sturgeons, are to be met wiA ; bat trout abounds in 
some branches of the Soura. 

In the gOTernment of Pensa a great quantity of 
spirits are distilled from malt ; and lately the land, 
holders haye begun to dig for pyrites; and, in some 
Tillages, manufactures of vitriol hate been established. 
Mines of iron haTe also been dlscorered, and good 
milUstones have been dug out of the quarries In dif. 
ferent places. Pensa is situated on the left bank of 
the Soura, between the Pensa, which unites with SoUra 
and two other riTulets Shelakhovka and Molka, partly 
at the foot and partly on the north-east side of an 
eminence near the junction of 'the Pensa ShelakhOTka. 
This emiaence is abont fifteen fothoms above the bed 
of the first of these streams. The earth throughout 
file government of Peosa is uniformly covered with a 
layer of the richest black mould, about two feet deepr. 

On Ae northern side ot the town, at the moutb of 
^le ShelaKiioT K a<, a Iniid of new sttDnro is owifliB^i 
ai«d here booths ha^e been erected ta accomaeidattt 
4k«sedtakra wha attend tke weekly »«rkali; Hm 
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tb^n is already ^embenished with many etegaot, houses', 
fenie of which are huilt of brick. All the old hpn^es, 
which are to be demolished, must be re-built of brfcl^ 
or^ wood, agreeaife to a plan approved of by tlie 
empress. The best houses already erected' are con, 
tiguous to the principal pjace^ on whiph stands <he 
cathedral and another church built of stope; \hQ 
house of the governor opposite to it, but somewhat 
lower /;*two edifices aire appropriated to judiciarpro* 
ceedidg; the house of the vice-governor, situated still 
lower on the side of the hill ; the residence of the 
comtnandc|r i^ chief; a public school; and some dwelL 
ing-houses with sKpps. There are also a few very 
handsome private hon^ies, adorned with beautiful gar^ 
dens and hot-Kouse^. Among the ecclesiastical buFld* 
ings ti^ey observed a very antient ni^nastery, with 
two churches, of $tone, and a liiinnery, which has also 
two churches attached to it. The Tower part of the 
town on the opposUe bank of the Pensa, not being 
included in th^ new plan is ll^'be gradually demolished. 
From the hilly iiature of the ground', the' streets 'are 
iinsafe for carri^^e^^ and j^n some of them 'the wheels 
iSiust b^ clogged^ to preyent aqcidents; nut on account 
of its elevated situation Pen^a erifoys a'frce and salu^ 
Brious air. 

A bridge over the river Soura leads, to filfeSlm'T)i^sk 
road, through the ^oui^talno us aijfd' woody Slfefrict of 
T r o 1 tzk ^ in d abb ve tti e m 9s t ap tien t lines 6f d em ark a« 
tjon commences, whiph has^ been gfidnilly i-aised 
against the eacroachm'ents of th«i Tartars/ *Tiiis )ind 
pf defence, which: consists of a waft'defeti ded "by ^ 
ditch, is carriea downward alone' thfe Milk bf tUe 
Soura to the niouth bf thelsssj^, yrh^re it joids a sfHihaf' 
4.nd still more antient fortification^ *' '"'■'*' 

Near the above.metitiphed lyall fs slttiated^B v6rjr' 

extensive britanjc gairdeq, belgriging'tp Mr. Paterton, 

fte ajjothecAry. v: ? - v v : { 

, About four versts from i5irabii*IK b&iiik^h6 Htje of 

defence formed ia the reigti of Wt' 'tHr AUi^ 
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lllkhailoTitely, atid whidi «xMnds from the Sonra i9 
tileVdl^. TjiU line id^ still in a slate of t^^lerable 
tepaff, thoagli all the fortified places connected with 
it have become open towntf and Triages. 
' Trade and manafa^tures beglil to increase and fion. 
risli at Pensa: the tradespeople of erery description 
luive become more enterprising since the nobility have 
made this town their residence* Many foreigners hate 
also settled here, which supply ithe inhabitants witli 
everr article of luxury and convenience. 

The great number of persons of rank who reside ia 
or visit this town, has induced theb io institute a 
private club, consistiDg of one hundred members, 
who meet every Saturday, held in dn assembly«-rooBk 
erected on. the principal place of ^e town. 

A considerable proportion of the people who in* 
habit this govefnoieat, coni^sts 6f Btordvines of the 
Mokshanic tribe ; and, indeed, if we are to judge frputi 
the names of the rivers and brooks, which afe mostly 
of Mordvinic derivation, the government of Pensa 
must have formerly been the prlttd{)at setttement of 
that people. 

On the iandjr banks of Hke Sonra thecommoh white 
cabbage, bnuiica oleracea^ grows In abundance. 
After crossing Oils river they entered a forest of the 
same name, and passed two other rivulets, the Ust of 
whidi is aboot twelve versts distaht fifom Soura ; night 
overtook them in the Mokshanic village Setki^fa. The 
Mordvines, who inhaMt thb country, are successful in 
the management of bees, which are kept simply hi 
the hollc^w trunks of tree!) instead of hives, and with 
only a slight covering during winter. They likewis« 
rear a great number of cattle, but their Sheeif» are of 
so inferior a kind, that the wool appears to be mixed 
with goat's hair* The peasants employ theihselves ia 
making tar^ as resinous trees abound in th!s country* 

Beyond this village the ground fa swampy, and in. 
tersected with rivulets, all of which iow into thtt 
Sioura^ but the coantry became more open and hill^ af 
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tbey approached nearer to Youlok-Gotodisbttbe^ m 
roarjtet town, iituaited on the rWulet Ypulok, wh«Mi 
&ey arrived towards the cioee c^day. "this village Is 
cWefLy bullion t£e left baal^of thebroob, and ^txonglj 
fortified. , . 

On the 22d ofSeptember fhey reached Simhirak; tbt 
rqads were so extremely bad that it was imposmble to 
trarel during the iHght, and scarcely in the day, 
though they had a double relay. d 

In their route our travellers pasted througb sereral 
liillages, chiefly inhabited by Mkoshaniani, on both 
banks of the Soqi^. The prospect is terminated by 
klUockSi which J^ise in the environs of the river^ and 
the country aboands wHh forests of oak, pine, and 
lipden-trees. 

The heights ai^ nniformly composed of a grey ca« 
lonred aigiUacepui earth or flint, in horiaontal i»trata, 
while the soil in, the vaUies consists of a black loam 
or potter's clay« 

In those p^rta where mtmerojus flocks of sheep ara 
reared, the peasants dry a great quantity of Imden 
sprigs with their foliage, which affords an agrcMblt 
fodder for lambs in winter. lodeed it would appear 
fr<Mn tbe account of Dr. Pallas, ihai this tree is of 
very general qsq inHhe rural economy of Russia, both 
on account of its wood, of which ail ^orls of fomi* 
tnre and domestic ntensals are made, and also its va. 
iMaUi^ inner rind, whidi i^ employed in th^ matuifac^ 
tory of masjts and cords. Several spots in the midsl 
of their forests have been industriously conterted Into 
BMsuiows, ihough many noxlom herbs cQjatinu^ to 
spring mp in . great abuodftneo. The land in tha 
immediate isioliuty of the village* is generally used 
for. tillage; .and our tfarellers avery where observed 
aiaoh hemp and graiflL, between. th« 16th and S2d of 
Se^tember^.Wth staading and ^t down, but buried 
b^eaib the •tnovf, and in a damaged state, ricepi 
what.. bad been ^olIeeAed during Sna weather. ^^Tba 
fields, sown witii winter^grain, presented a prospect 
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ilot leu meiaiicholj, from the rayagei that had UeeA 
eommitted on them by a species of catorpiliar, phtu 
lana frumentaiisy which has witliin these few yeiLr» 
infested the proTince of Kasan. The learned trsU 
veller recommends as the best preventative against 
these destractive insects^ to oterspread the fields pled- 
tifuUy with ashes, as soon as the corn bcigins to ap- 
j)ear. 

The rallies which diyide these heights are intersected 
by numerous rivulets which flo\i' into the Sbara ; ^d 
many Tillages are built aloiig their bailks. At the^ 
JuQctidn of the Barish with the Soura, a chain of^ 
hillocks commences, which are c^ntidu^d along the 
coarse of the Volga. The country is here mofe open, 
and the forests consist chiefly of birch trees. The 
heights present at different interstices, white slips en^ 
tirel^ barren, formed of cretaceous marl, similar Ui 
that which is found in almost all the hiil6cks froin 
Simbirsk to the Ousa. There is also discovered here, 
thin layers of feld-spath. 

Among the plants which gfow ih the deSerts near 
the banks of the Volga, the dwarf almond tree, amyg^ 
dolus naUGy Is the most plentiful. Its fruit is called 
Babovttick, or Kalmuk walnuts. Some landed prO- 

' prietors collect this fruit, and extract from it an oil 
which, though bitter, is very agreeable in sallads. 
Its taste somewhat resembles that of peach kernels, 
and a spiritous liquor is also distilled from it. 

The whole populatioii of the government of Pensa^ 

'accordifig to iikQ statement of our traveller, amountcfd 

* in February lf9Ty to 156,282 immediate stibjects of 
the crowd, including 3794 Tartars; and 183,607 
boors, or vassalii of the nobility. In the district of 

■ Pensa alone, are 18,727 boors of the latter descrip. 
tion, and only 1063 Sihmediate tassals of the crown: 
In that of Insara, t\iexe ate Computed to be 20,26^4 
of the former, and Only t^9 of the latter class : nay, 
the district of Mdksha contains but 478 vassals of 
the crovrn* while those of the nobility amount U 
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a^$9S. According to an accurate survey, th»tp ar4 
24,000 square roods of land to etaiy male iead iu 
this proYince. From the peasants of the nobility, aa 
annual tribute of twenty roubles is exacted ; ^ snitf 
not easily raised, hence these boors are sold at thtf 
priie of iOO rubles each, together with the lands be« 
longing to a Tillage. 

In this place th^ author takes occasion to urge the 
propriety, and necessity, of a proper fbrest-police, 
on the domains belonging to the crown, in order to 
prevent the improvident waste of oak St for ship* 
building, as well as to enforce the necessity of calti« 
* vating new plantations of this useful timber. 

Tn some parts of this province the linden- tree grow9 
to a great height; and their hodcy owes its superior^ 
quality to the blossoms of this tree ; the genuine lin. 
den honey is of a most delicious flavour. 

Birch trees are likewise very common ; the oil ob- 
tained from the white rind, is not only used in tanning^ 
the well known Russia leather, but is employed as a 
Termifuge balsam in the cure of wounds. 

Wild fruit.trees are not indigenous here. The 
cherry shrub, cerasus pumila^ grows only in tljp sou- 
them deserts, in the district of l^erensk, hence the 
escutcheon peculiar to it, is a couple of sprigs bearin|( 
cherries in a silver field. 

Yarious kinds of wild berries abound here, among 
these the most common are bramble and raspberries, 
black-currants, cranberries, whortie-berries, and three 
species of strawberries. Few rare plants are found 
in this government. The most remarkable are the 
dwarf birch betulaana, the spurge olite Daphng 
mezereuniy and the misletoe. 

Fruit-trees do not thrive here, in general, in the 
open air, except the apple, and black cherry ; the 
pear,'plumb, and sweet cherry, require to be carefully 
covered in winter, as at Moscow, to preserre them from 
the ygonr of winter. 

The Soura, which originates in the mountainous t^^ 
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, gibUfl hi tke govemmeiit of Saratof, becomes a little 
aboTo the cit|r of Pi»i$a, a large na^vjgable riTcr^ and 
fi^eqiiently litandaies the country to a considerabid 
dbtauee. NotwUhstauding some slight obstructiona 
to the navigation at low water, occasioned hy the 
Irvnks and bratithes of trees^ &e. which it bears along 
withitfn its^cpurse^ a large quantity of grain and 
timber fit (pr ship-building, are annaally conteyed 
down the Sonra. Besides this river there two others, 
the Moksha and Vorona, which fkcilitate the carriage 
of commodities from this fertile province to Moscow 
and Petersburg. 

This ready commnnication by water, the low p«k>» 
of the supers-abundant grain, and the stock of wood 
still preserved in some districts, have, induced private 
individuals, as well as the government, to esiMi$h 
many extensive distilleries of ^om spirits^ several 
glass-houses, and also manufactories of soap, pot-ash^ 
and leather. Rye would appear to be the grain chiefi]^ 
employed in their distilleries, and this being ooe. of tte 
most fertile provinces in Russia, tl^ey distil in it^nnn- 
ally from this and other wholesome graIl^ sbOTo two 
miHioiis of gallons of proof .spirit^ 

I v^as very much delighted, says Professor Patlas^ 
to meet with several iiigenions naturalists in Peosa^ 
who had collected a vairiety of the curious natural 
productions of this country, particulafly the college, 
^counsellor Marty nof, and Mr* PaAsrson the appthe^ 
cary» Among others, the former of these gentlemeii^ 
lias in his cabinet a jaw-* bone,. several grinders, a cal. 
dned ivory tooth, and a rib of an elephant,, whick 
Were found buried near the villages of Levino, fifty 
Tiersts from Fensa. He also exhibited to our tr9.vel. 
iers part of an other, tooth, which had been discovered 
in a brook 4hal empties itself into the $oi]ra., These 
Undoth^ vestiges of a former deluge, such .as shell- 
ifish in a state of high' ptteservMion^ aoA^ the remains 
oEtlitereut mai!ine.productiofi$vai*0 .tik<^l^i;s^. f$»UBd, it 
ivould appear, even on &e heights of Pensa. 

The governm4»nt of Pensa^ on account of its supe>- 
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riot cnttiTatfoti, ikHytaini but few wild aoimals ; agu 
Deptiftg thdtie of th^ forest. The largi^ otter^ and tlit 
tuireoiay'ot #joii1l hotter, are sai^ to abound in tho 
Mokafca aod Soura. The Utter of these live on lob* 
ifers/Md ifr hen caught alite cahnot be domesticated) 
bat soon dS«9. * 

The miisk.raf , ^rest moschatui^ inhabits the Soara 
and other brooks, but the large grey house rat is uo« 
known in these regions. 

A curious species, or mongrel tarietj of the do^ 
mefitte tat, attracted a large share of the aathor's at. 
tentfon. It was the offspring of a black cat, and had 
kittened three young ones, exactly resembling each 
other. Their mother lived alone in the Tillage of Ni- 
kotTskdi, and often retired to a young forest, b^nd a 
garden which is laid ont in the English style. It was 
remarked that this cat had absented herself daring 
the ritttlag season ; and it was alio reported, that she 
had formerly had kittens of the common kind, which 
she devoured a few hoars after their birth. He saw 
two of her brood in the house of Counsellor Martr* 
fof, a^ one in that of tho Lord-lientenant. Tho 
form and h«ttr of this cat exhibit a very extraordinary 
appearance. She is of a middle size, has somewhat 
smaller legs than the Oomfmoa cat, and the head is 
longer toward the hose: The tail is thrice the length 
of the head. 1^ colonr of the body is a light ches« 
nut browbVIIke' that of the pole.cat, but blac^Ler oo 
the back, especiafly towards H^e tail, and paler along 
the sides and belly. The throat is whiter, and the 
female has a white spot on the lower part of the neck, 
A black streak runs along the nose, surrounds the 
eyes, and ends in a point On the f6rehead« The ears, 
paws, and tail are quite black. The hair, like that 
of the polecat, is softer than the hair of the commoi^ 
cat, and the lower or furry part it of a whitish grey» 
The hair of the tul is somewhat elastic, and lies flat in 
divisions. The exquisite olfacto.ry sense, agility, and 
ipther characteristics of these three animals, are similar 
c 3 
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f6*i:hbse of th^'cjommon cat. But tliey hafl beeit ex*' 
tHiMfmid Ui tftsh ttd themselves" ifi cellars and 
Hbles'' tiij DTctt Tj^rrc^fred iindelr gjfdtitfd,' tod hid not, 
*t tt»^tiitie' oui^'iraveircfS ^tf /theiriy Required the »cv 
^ablfe 4^^^^«9 ^ ou r domestic fca^/ ' ' 

WItli respect to the lyifigcd tdbe, there are irt the 
goTernrheri't of Pert sa, a great number of heath and 
S?odtf*c<icks, many tame and wild ducks, ^d in winter 
innumerable flocks of small birds ^warm about the 
Ift^ck's and thrashing-floors' df the villages. The bird^- 
fcatchfeVs ft-ofti Moscow catch mapy thousand green- 
'IfiiiteHfii/ which they carry back tp^that city for Sale. 

The rivers of this covernment abound with fish, bnt 
ex(»pt'tfout5 there is none that deserves to be parti. 
iSularly noticed. 

' Ekcept a few old fortificatiOnSj' this province can- 
not boast of tnany remains of antiquity. 

On' the afternoon of the 9th of March bur travellers 
left Pehsa, with a grateful sense of thfe hospitality they 
kad eiperienc^d in that town. The road at first led 
OTer at hilly country, but aft^r. a wBile they descended 
^hto a plain intersected by ^brstnches of the Pensa, 
arid* ^tpi»t at a village built on the banks of this brook. 
All the names of ifivers ^6. ivhich He beyond the line 
bf defence already mentioned, ar«i of Tartar deriVa* 
tlon, and the term Kondaly^ the nanie of a brooE 
twenty-four vers'ts'f|-om Pedsa, signifies the water of 
the beavers, and affi)rds a proof of the former existence, 
ttf that cufioti's animal fci thcse'regibns. 
' Prom Kondaiy piir travellers proceeded to Klyunt. 
sSiikV twienty-tw^^Yerst!?, during th6 night, and again 
•et forward early bii the morning <>f the 10th, on their 
J^aj'fp Tshuriakino, severity' versti^ from the Soura. 
'"xWrifi^ the whole of thc\r journey through the go- 
yernment of Pensa, and as far as Sirktof, they were 
Atcotniiaoied by sipall Bights of stibw -hammers, which 
jlevvVfore the horses, and bojdly alighted on the 
^pSd. . Theif road now extended over elevated plains, 
Clotfied with birch-tre^. iVfter descending from 
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iheie derations, aad crossing the Krutetx, they had 
still twenty.one \:^T%is to trayeli before reachlog the 
small district town of Petrofsk, built by Peter ih^ 
Great during the Persian war. The riii^r Medve* 
ditaa rans through this town, which has nothing to 
boast of but the regularity of its streets. In that 
quarter of the town, whi/ch occupies tha southern 
bank of the river, they observed some remains of a 
<^rioos woo^ea fortification. 

On account of tl^e deep. snow, travelling was, so 
extremely difficult, that they were compelled to stog 
during the night atMokroi, a village about twenty-£v4 
Tersts distant from Petrofsk. 

On the 1 1 tb they, crossed the brook Mokrayay aftex 
descending a very steep precipice ; on this ^ccasioa^ 
they had the nisfprtnne to have one of their carriagea 
overset, but fortunately, received no material injury. 
At a short distance from this village the country be* 
comes extremely mountainous, and is intersected by 
deep glens, covered with linden and various other trees. 
Two versts farther brought thexn to the Mordvinic viU 
lageOrkino,whicb is situated in a deep valley. Thenext 
ttage. brought them to Golitayn, so termed after the 
prince of that name. It has a churchy and is inhabited 
by al^aut a hiindred Russian families^ and six hundred 
Malo* Russians. Their clay dwellings are mora 
cleanly aoA convenient than those in most of the 
other villagea» being furnished with chimneys, and 
baring the walls white, washed both within and with* 
out. Tliese villaiiers are good-natured, rather opu* 
lent, and possess numerous herds of cattle, of the 
Ukranian breed, as also flocks of Tsherkessian sheep, 
with long tails, excellent poultry, and spirited horses* 
The soil is rich, and generally consists of a vegetablf 
•tratum, qoj^.less than a fathom in thickness. 

As our travellers approached towards the aouth^ 
Hkey observed a great number of vegetable prodnc* 
tions, which do not thrive in the colder government 
of Pensst^ spich as the dwarf cherry «i tree of the Yia^ 
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tula, ihe kawthoni^ &€. Two Gennati colonies are 
€Stab4ish^d in this ferttie proTineeto the tight of the 
SoKura, at a gteat distafioe f rcua tbdr dountpymeii an * 
tibe banks of the Volga. 

' 'After passing the Soknra, and proceeding oiper' a 
tract of high wopdiands, the trees of which exhibited 
a singular ' appearance from ^hcir fiexrble branches 
Veing beat downwards with tii^< weight of the ieicies 
adhering to them, the road descended to the brook 
Lopshhiorka, on the banks of which ttand seyeral 
•mall tiila^^, and at a short distance farther, after 
a stage of twentj.one versts, o«r trareil^rs reached 
the village Khlebnovka, situated on* a little brooKy 
which- was completely cleared of' ice. This brool^ 
receives from the neighbonring vallies several springs 
that never freeze, and it flows towards the Kurdyam, 
in. a southern direction, through so warm a dale, that 
the snow was partly melted, and the frost had left^ tlte 
ground. This sudden change of temperature wail 
distinctly pcreeivable hj the mild breeze which came 
from the valley, on a day when the cold had befort 
amounted to seven degrees of Reaumur. Wild ducks 
had already made their appearance in this place, but 
scarcely had they ascended the gently rising and loftj 
heights on the opposite side bf the brook, which ex. 
tends about fifteen versts to the stage Knrdyum, and 
eighteen towards- Saratof, whdh they again found 
winter in its severctst farm. So mach does the par- 
ticular situation of countries cbntributetd tiie local 
Yarietits'of climate. ' 

Saratof, has of late greatly increased in population 
and trade^ and is the only town in Russia, where the 
author found the necessaries of Kfe at nearly the sane 
moderate prices as they were in 1773 ♦ Indeed in all 
tlje places situated on the Volga, below Kasan^, the 
city of Astrakhan ercepted, the prices of provisions 
have not been considerably ' raised ; because neces- 
saries- are there produced in the greatest abundance, 
}|]|d luxuries are not yet hold iu much estimation. 
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Seyeral distant towns are partly ftupplitd with |^rain 
from this n^t^htourhood, s su^y to wbidi^^Oer^ ' 
man colonics/ nfhich* al«e rapidlj^ inctreaaiiig both in* 
population and opulence, greatty eoittribate* 

The winter, we are infofmctd, is« here ^ regular and 
modterate, with- he8?y»Mls«bf snow ) «the weather of - 
spring^nd a)atanfti is generally whoiesDme and' th# 
summer delightfulv The Yari<|us degrees of heat and' 
cold do^not eitcekl twenty .veren degrees above and . 
below the freeEi rfg point, and even those tie AOttMiear.. 
to such an extent every year^ In iach a ten|Mnratilre^* 
all kinds of fruit thrire «roeedingly well. HeoocE, tha 
aulic cottocelter, Dr.M^yer^ was indnced to estabfish^* 
a nursery of several thousand fruit.trees^.reared fiovA^ 
the seed,- on a farm caUed Khutor, aboat tweoty.irpa^ 
versts from Saratof. These trees were iagralited tha< 
following summer with sprigs brought from HttBoVer,' 
and Professor Pallas had since the satisfactioii tor 
learn by letter, that' they were in a very flouriahhig« 
state. Having no doubt but that mulberry trees 
would also thrive in* thitf situation, he suggests the 
propriety of distributing among tjie fdanters, coBcise 
printed direc^tls^ relative. to the rearing of the silk* 
worm, and that the respective elerf^ ought to coa*. 
tribute towards introdncing and ^recommending tins 
profitable branch of domestic economy. 

Our travellers w<ere in hopes of hailing the approattii. 
of spring at Saratof; but, cpntrsFy. to their expeeta-^ 
tions, fovnd thegroand covered with a deep snaw^' 
which had succeeded the mild weather of Fabitttry, 
and the frost was of such intensity and Gosiitiiia&iioe'y 
that they were obligied to avail themselves of the nsaak 
winter road, and proceed in' covered sledges* ' ' i t 

After remaining two days at Saratof, on die 14tfar 
of March, they conttnued' thdp jonmeydown to 
Tzaritzin, on the icy pa'^em^i^i^of the. Volga, whiok 
was nearly a yard in thickness; This road is 
about forty versts in extentyis made fbr<^th^ moat 
part on the mountainous right bank, partly on thli 
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rtfttr itMlf) ftnd pHurt&r on ito biHa^keft. Tli* ftnt 
night oiic^ tf»T«llei8 «li^t ail StAOiliu wil oa the llith 
peooMded'iaMi* tiia Yolf^ i^r Bereit vorsto, to the 
Qettatanf r4m}omj oi fiom<ivlia».< Siace the last th»w 
had rendered the ice on the rWernrether imsefe, th« 
roM iMd hemi iMdb oa a m^reeoUd bottom, through 
tibMe c(deftUe» These OamMne. are nostlj^ of the 
Lathentt perenaikm; thef h«te belit at their owa 
es^nce a t mall chareh^ aad ptopom ti^appoiat, /eea^ 
joiotly with the eoBgre|(aHoii M Xalotko^ a coennoa 
paitor telacted froai among the M^raTian bvethrdn ; 
and it appears net improhable, that moet of the 
Qemaii colonics en the banha of the Volga^ wilt gra- 
daally estbrace the priaoipks of that sect* From 
ttte plaoe to the colony of Talovka^ situated on the 
baHtet of thtt shallow Karanjrsh, which after joining 
tiie Medreditsa lalU into the Don, the roads were 
nearly impas^ble, on account of the snow having, 
drifted into the narrow tracks of the road. From 
this place th^y again prodeededie the direction of the 
Volga, which fiows for upwards of three versts, nader 
a steep bank, through a gradtially declining Valley. 

In these and some other o( the colonies on the 
iUramysh, the want of fitol had been severely felt 
previous to the year 1788, since which the InJiabi. 
tants have learnt to make an artificial peat with dang 
and straws This artiicial turf has long been used 
by the Grim Tartars ; it burns with a iame not nn« 
Um sea coal, and Imparts esceHent heat, particularly 
to stoves and ovens for bakings . Five or sii pieces of 
it are soffieieat to heat an oven, and a few men with 
ieieral p^ of bosses or oxen, are able to prepare ia 
the coarse of the week, snfficieot fuel for the whole. 
Wlafer. 

Feom Talovka, our travellers proceeded ten versts 
t^ the BjBsstan .village of Bobmrka, situated on .a 
brook of the same name, and from thence, ten versus 
farther to rthe oolcmy of Lyesnoi Karamysh. At ^ 
ahort'disteKoe from tills place is the eastern sotircc of 
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(he IloTia, ctAM ^tnsoskhi^ whicil f^ims ^hmt H^e- 
colotiy, amid a beaoliftil d^/ Ett^ aMerwardR unitBr 
i««B dee^ ddl^ jwrlfh^tf pTimi))aVbrait(Aaf iKello^la^ 
Wlikfi \Khnosf in' 1v4in«^Msd«l»('iVcAll a«««llhielioe1li>a' 
MdYth^wefitdirc6lklii^»^ *'■' -^ *\ i ^ ^h 

' The «o]5tty 'df RdBSMlehi2^i:eir t^enti from the hft 
•tage;^';«f afc <»ighni!ly» a; Frtntlt '^ttlwortWi Tlie 
Frettdi ^loriists httye^lioWewl' for th^ most part been 
p«liintt6d'tc» ' emigrate fi» other '^proiinlceir df Rtr«fia, 
aHid aflre ndw sac6eeded> Irf the more kidustribns Ci<^4 
mansy'vho were scilected fromdiflefeAt settlemeikts. 
• Fi*om'thii8 placie oifT'trarelleirs proceeded aloAg tlia 
banks' of the Ilorld, ^d after passing an HusMr Co. 
lotiy, sitnatied drt the brook Telstianka, aftived^a^ 
the floiJrishing'Romau Catholic co1on]f of Kauibtika, 
where they reposed dtlrlng<^th0 night, hatilig'^tuffikred 
iDoch inconvenience the preceding day/fi^om the law 
tensity of the heaf, occasioned by the refleetidn of 
the sun-beams fVom'the dnow, accompanted by a keen 
north-west wind, which continued daring i^h whole 
of their jodmcy' f rom' Saratof. The Volga is not 
more than fifteen rersts dlatanoefrom this place in a- 
straight litae: « 

On the 1 6th they arrived at thoCatiboIlc colcmy of 
Panovka, near to which is another called Ilorla, 
which like the* former, is not in a thriving state. ^^ It 
is indeed/' nuyi Professor PaUaS^^'^reitiarkable, that 
here as well is in Germany, t\ie Roman Catholic re- 
ligion Is attended with an ntifayonralrie effect on tbt' 
hid ustry and prosperity of Che inhabitanfts." 

Ust.Grasnnkha, where^ they next arrived is the 
last colony 6n the road to Kamyshertktv, and as the 
distance between 'these places ik forty.fite versts, the 
colonies situated in a lateral direction, are obliged to 
furnish trarellers with horses on the in terredtng' stage* 
Bnt though notice'had been sent to that effect,: no trelay 
appeared, and the horses being unable to proceed over 
a mountainous tract of eonn try, towards Kamysifrtka, 
Dn Pallas resoWed-'toiTisit Protopopovkai^ivviillaMl 
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cfdiintaf4iOQSf, b^Aqngiag to Jk^ Tfgif rAbfe HymHi|pfu 
ool.i^ef O$or^ by i^hpm he aiid (lis companions we^ 
received >rit|^^^yery qiafk of hofipliality. Tbig rural 
^Q^9 U jtjtuated on an eastern cfeek of the riyulet 
IloTlai in a bei^utiful plain^ surronnded with fllopiqg 
bOlfi fUhly ^o?ered with wopd. About half wajr pa 
their stagO) they passed^ mill an^ a beautiful qrchar^ 
erected and planted by the old gentlpman, and ftbld iq 
one of the colonb^. The incunration of |&6 Ilo rla, oa 
whijeh the postrboui^ is situated, i9 remarkable oi^ 
account of the sepulchral hill which cot|(aios th#^ 
remains of the unfortunate astronomer Lowitx^ who^ 
4uring the rebellion in Russia, was taken at Pobrinka, 
and 4nigfed by a ferocious banditti to the bead 
quarters of their chief, on the banksiof this rlyer^ 
' wher^ in Augpst 1774, he was iaipale4 alire, and 
%fterwar49 hanged. 

On the. 17th they proceeded with the new relay, 
which had arrived in the night, and after crossing tho 
Iffools, Kamyshenka, advanced to the town qiiid for- 
tress pf that name, where they arrired about nooa^ 
and repoHd the following night. 

On the 18th they proceeded with a eontinued 
aorth.e^t wind, wliich enabled them to travel with 
great expedition along the ice of the Volga. Thi« 
^rcu in stance^ afforded rrofessor Pallas mach pleasure^ 
as it enabled him to examine the whole diameter ot 
the high stratified hills, which extend along the in. 
terse^ted right bank of this riyer, down to Tiarit^in. 
This bank is formed of precipices, risln|; from five t^ 
ten fiithoms above the level of the current ; it has a 
sloping ^vUvity towards the base, from ten to twentjF 
Cftthoms in t^readth} and from six to nine feet per^ 

rdicular height, overgrown with stunted white pop- 
and wiIIqw trees, ao4 is entirely inundated by- 
the streams at h'^h v^ater. The steep bank, almoef 
in every direction, exhibits frequent breaches, and ia 
several pl»(ce$ cl^onels of different sizes, which ex« 
tisul mora or less iotQ the lavd, and ^nda<ft springt^ 



WkUi •t M« AVMtAH EMFIRE. f3 

rain, and snow watcf iM o tlie ritcr. from the iioft 
strata beifig^ wailied awaj b)r tike floods, these chaii. 
nels sink deeper eTerj year. On the sloping edges of 
these brook^^ and on the so3 projecting over the bank 
ef the rirer, there generallj grows smairelms, and 
other umbrageoas species of tree^. bat the lower sides 
of Che cliffs are oTerhung with bUck and white pop. 
lar trees and willows. The principal part of this 
stratified bank consists of a yellowish sand, in lajera 
of different thickness, which are either in part, or 
mtireTy, petrified. In some places frandble, and in 
others intermixed with a great variety of muscle and 
other shells, 

Onr trarellers wnre benighted at jtmtip&tlka^ khi 
OR the 10th by day-break pursued their journey along 
(he coarse of the Volga, whieh is ditersified With two 
small islands. At Bolyklea the river appeared to be 
rather dangerous, on account of the large fissures in 
the ice, in which ducks had already made their appear- 
auce^ which, induced our travellers' to attempt a new 
mad over the hdghts of the country. But scarcelr 
had they proceeded a verst, when the snow, which 
lay a yard deep, obliged them to desist, -and night 
approaching, they were compelled to seek shelter in 
the wretchdl habitations of the new settlers at Pro- 
Idka, and on the following morning they continued 
their journey on to the Volga, though not without 
danger. 

After traTeinng a short space, the banks of the 
river exhibited broken Tayers of stone, till thejr ap- 
proached Strelnoi Buyerak, near to which the stratum 
of 'sand-stoUe rises continually, and forms the Strelnye. 
Gory, or arrow mounts, which ascend from ten to 
fifteen fathomf above the Volga, ethibittng various 
%ures, like busts on pedeStato, whtcif project in ^. 
row from the bank. A little below this, the high 
bank IS intersected by a bros^ gteii, whleli terminates 
three versts farther near the watery glen, on the bor- 
H*f <J which n village has lately beeti built. ^ ' 



iahral' «Wier armta|t hither, ormithdraiMog to «te 
parth. .-)•'" 

On the 4Hh ml Ayrll the itrewira of snow^^rvH^ ai. 
iMMt j^tk^f OHHod to flow ) amd theiiigh laads h*. 
gn to drf ; veriMl flowe<» wero'9eea •|iro«tiag' forth 
fai every direction, while the chafer aad mooataio. 
WHUO awohe €roai their braiaa) elamber/ On* tile 
■e««ath die iee ef the Volaa hSroke up oompleatly ; 
the thaw lieiiig' accompaniea with a warm rain. - Vo. 
getatloii now proceeded so nypidly, that oa tiie eij^htfi' 
' the* low warai groonda aod ndilee w^re coirered with 
flowers in full blossom. On the 9th a white craao, 
hy the Russians termed Starifcib, was shot on the op« 
posite bank of the Volfar 

After this sudden change of the season, professor 
Pallas began to prepare for his botanical excursion on 
the southern banlL of the Volga ; and his first journej 
was to thecolony of tfaeevaagehcal brethren at.Sarepta, 
or Sarpa, where be staid fili the 18th, aod then slowlj 
proceeded on his journej to Astrakhan* 

Taarttcio is^ next to Astrakhan, the first in. 
hahkcd, and most aoticnt fortified phice on the lower 
Volga. 

It is situated dose to the ntoath of the small Hyq. 
let Tsaritsa, on the right baak ci the principal rirer, 
which a litde farther op the stream forms an istand 
ddled Deaeihiioi, aiid on the left side sends forth a 
small collateral branch called the Akhtouba. To tile 
f^t of the fortress, the Volga difldes itself, and 
farms another island whidi hoe reedred the name of 
Sarpiaehilt Ostror, from its eatendiog bejrand the 
mouth of the Sarpa. This titnlet joins the nsdnrlrer 
wpwaffde «f fifteaiii Tmrsts below the isfamd^ whicir 
AouifdV'jwith wood, and has eacellent. meadows $ 
there are sewemi hoases hwUk. on 'It. 

A<ecordihg 4(0 the oM mode-of baildlng^thafoflrtBeia 
eonslets of a high stoimd^ and baetioaa^ wtthoist aajr 
ontworlss, and deettnea toward dte steeti bal^ •ofi^^he 
^olfa^ whM to itreogthette* hy paUhmilt ^n Jtiia 



wpaipted £1)0111 th# eminaidcft that Mtend "MoBgiliis 
tenk bj ft «p«cioiit plaio, which oceapi«« the Angle 
iMtiNioa tht Volga mA the Ttaritw; yet thev^hcighti 
.comnaiidthawholeldrtreis* The works W e re^epatrwt 
bf f ome Tvrkkh pfifoiteffs, and the Cort rebvilt and 
strengthened prenood to 1774, which proved extremel]^ 
fortaaate, when lawlase bands of boors and Kotakt 
infested tUi nelghbonrhood. Pngatshef, the leader 
of the rebels^ attacloed the town of Tzaritiin without 
sQoceia, tmd was obliged io relio<|nish ^he attempt. 

The ieaer bttiidiogs of the fortress are indifferent, 
and in short, the whole town, and eten one of the 
three chnrdies, are baiit of wood. Bicept the newIjT 
erected booths little improrements, we are informed, 
iiaVe taken place in the buildings since the author's 
former visit to this place ; but as in the snmmer of 
17U the greatest part of this town was laid in ashei, 
it will probably be rebnilt on a more elegant and re» 
gular plan.. 

The market-place is extensive, and contains a great 
number of shops. Thete are many wealthy merchants 
in this town, who carry on an itinerant trade^ with 
the hordes of Kaimuks, during the summer, and be* 
ndes derive great proits from the neighlMimng fish«i 
eries. The lower class of the inhabitants maintain 
themselves by rearing cattle, by thi; cultivation of en* 
cumbers, angar, and water..melons, whieh almost 
spentaneonsly thrive in tiiis c)imat<>, and by fishoHes, 
as well as by their emblan>ents as carriers. But there 
Is a ipieat want of mechanirs at 1'zaritzin, from which 
the German colonies in the vicinity derive consider- 
able advantage. 

The number of Kozaks In the fortress consists of 
only one hnndrM sehhi, who are merely employed as 
escorts for the post stations, and the line of Tsaritaia 
as It is calM, is defended by the Kozaks of the Don. 

The eoDHnandant of the fortress was formerly en* 
tmsted with the civil government of the burghers, 
and thedistrictof the country which, however, is but 
Oinly peopled. Bat in 1713 the high directorial se« 



ft t AiAAt'« r%jLy%is rBmmr^m 

nate mfi^uUd in 4km placa a c<Mi0t4»f duuiceif/fisr' 
4]iei|maageBiciit of dTil and economical affiunp an 
lostitwlioii wlneh promiMt ti> tocbmemoroimpovU 
aat oa.account oi th# tocraasiiif popolalioiu^ 

Aofood the Knits of* the^rtras», aloiq; tho Volga^ 
ttand« an irragular tabarb) inhabiled tMeRj by 
KosakS) bot pavt of it was obUged to be detaoiisiicd, 
vben thie j-ebdemade the attack already m^atioBed.N 

. Ike cooaCry round Tiaritaia aboatids with erery 
prodaqtioa of nature, and is far tspcrioir in iMi re. 
spect to tlie whole arid tract of land borderkig oo the 
rtTor Vol|^a.'^ There are many eztensire nglonshere 
vhich^notalithstaBdhig the droofht of this climate, 
wonld produce pleaty of grain, ena. account of their 
interaat h4imid|ty ; but we learn that they^ref oolishly 
cultivated for no other purpose than that of roaring 
watori-melone, which arrivo at great perfectioa, in a 
soil that seems peouKarly favourable' to the Time, as 
well as every odier species of fruit, the caltuse of 
which requfves a hot climate. In short, all kinds of 
^egetablfs SM^hi be raised in the gardens Of this conn, 
try, to an uncommon siae and of tho^Tichestiflarrour, 
if properly attended to* iAtLXny plantf goqw wihi here 
^hich are not to be foaad id the hi^beii tr^cltKof the 
Volga, nor in any other parts of BLassia. The wild 
pearwtree thrives in the* vicinity -of Dnbovka; the 
mulberry.tree flouri^ieS} without, any amihei^ aid, 
in the low wilderness near thc^ Akhtoabay and in the 
dells along the Sarpa. Tamatisk^, '^nd ihBxClematis 
OrierUalis^ firit appear as nature filaots neax to. Taarit. 
^ rifi, and wiM plnm-trees are* common oa tho^aaks of 
the brook Man ytsh and the river Jiaaaa* Chervil, 
teandw oeref'^limm is found in the glens akmg the 
Sarpa, and dittany, lepMum mHoum^ grows wild oo 
the higher aitroos soil near that rieuk^^andin the 
vicinity of Sarepta^ Professor Ballatklipng.se«vn the 
Phaaeoius r^Mttus^ in an ^uBCultiaated-meloA^gaBden 
hard^by thisiplacc, it flowend early, like<aJl other 
Chinese plants which delight in a hot plimate, and 
produced its seeds in tl^e greate|»t perfcption^ ip tkt 



nondi of AugMt; though Ltwueus tftys, th^ this 
plant dotir not flower Hor seed in .SvioAen^ except. In 
the most'powevfnl hot-beds^ Tht dti«HValm<Mid^ the 
plna-trea, and tone other iragetnble^ frcitfoently bloa* 
loiB, n iaeond time in this otuntry during nntiinHi. 

The heighte, we are inform^^ afford excellent 
pattumge, while the Inlands aod marshef, between the 
Volgn«ii4 Akhtonlha^ {iroduoe abundant crops of hay. 

S^oient fiee^wood is also obtained feom the low 
gronnds, and timber is readily {nrocered from the 
higher tmets, by the easy inland navigation. The s<dl 
is ^e9j fi^onrable to the culture of mnlberry.trees, 
which mi|^ be raised in extensive ptonlntions: their 
leavefl' being valnable for the nnlriment of the silk 
worm^ by which means considerable qn^ntilies i^siik 
Bigfat be pradttoad. 

By ao accurate measurement^ Professor Pallas es* 
certained that the ground on which tjie fortress of 
Tsaritxin stands, is one hundred and twenty.six Eog« 
lisb feet above the lowest water-mark of the Volga; 
and that the hdghts which extend hence^ong that 
river, form a still greater elevation. 

The upper part of Glnbokoi Buyerak, or the deep 
glen which intersects the first eninences above Txarit- 
xin, becomes annually deeper. Towards the base it 
first presents beautiful dark grey strata of fine clay ; 
next to these a lighter grey lamellated fuller's earthy 
interspersed with irregular layers of sand, and above 
them variegated strata ^f sand and clay, intermixed 
with pebbles of various colours; but on the upper 
part^ where the water has scooped nut a cavity, in 
form of a bason , there is below the loim a stratum of 
the mofit beautiful, uniform, and delicate quartz, 
sand) of a milk-white colour, such as is held in this 
highest estimation by manufacturers of glass, and or*, 
aamcntal gardeners. These mingled and variously 
* brsriresi layers, in- the opinicm of Professor Pallas, 
sufficiently prove that the surface of the hilly country 
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consisls of Almta precipitated by tte «ft, aod carried 
hither bjr the waterjs. * . -^ . .. . ! 

The loUoviag table shew* die higbeit fiouKt 4>f th» 
iauiidatioos of the Volga idadBg^*- series ^. years. 
From 1775, to 1779 thb siverexoesded die lowest wm* 
ter as follows: , 

Bm». iMchet. ) . • . yieet. Inelws. 

In 1776 H9 3 In ITM 27 4. 

177« M 3 17«6 85 ft 

1777 26 10 1706 it8 1 

1778 a5 l^-** 1787 . 27 6 
177i» 27 10 1788 30 10 

1780 35 81 1769 31 3 

1781 26 6 1700 26 9 

1782 25 O . 1791 21 2 

1783 27 1 1792 28 6 

From the aboye table it appears, that «ince 1772, 
1773, and 1774, when the Volga rose nearly forty 
feet^ its waters have not since risen to that height.. 
Professor Pallas hesitates^ however, to deJde whether 
the smaller quantity of snow and rain that had. falleu 
in the higher coantries, the greater evaporation of the 
Caspian sea, or the progressive extension ai^d cavities 
of the different mouths of the river have produced this, 
deviation from its former rise. ^ Perhaps," he ob-^ 
serves, ** all these causes have co-operated to effect 
this change, and perhaps the highest swell of the river 
b, like the weather, subject to periodical variations.'^ 

Since our traveller for.merly visited, these rc^gions, 
government have endeavoured to i:olonizc the desert 
of Astrakhan, and several villages have been built oil 
the banks of the Volga, others on the Sarpa, on the 
sources of the Sail, and along tke borders of the river 
Knma. These vill^es are mostly inhabited bj Rus^ 
sjans, except a few, in which Tart^s, and-people of 
other tribes, have settled such as could be collected 
from the south s^nd east of Moscow* , . 



Eofcirqwifl'wwtiin atidSbfoptaonr traveilenpMHrtf* 
a handsome Tillage called Otrada, or Reertaiiofi^^^ 
sommer veakkiMft of the Imteoaatigeneral MA neita*- 
tor NikiAa ApbanassieviMi Beketof^ a ▼evy'^feJ^litar 
eoed and actm ecuiomist*^ Oi^ the po4t«road, eloso 
to the banks of the Volga, he hai estabUihed a coit' 
dderable coloiiy of emigrants from Rimia IMinor. • 

Tho, soil is safficiently fertile on thevdedWkjr of the 
high lands in these r^ons ; though intfermedhite saline 
spots i^cciR;, ivbere the seed necessarily perishes. Se« 
nator Bek<etof has endeavoured by manure to fertilise 
such spots; but professor Pallas advised to make ex» 
periments ,vith litiae, or with an admittui^e .of calea« 
reons marie;, whibh he conceived ivoald probably de* 
compose the neutral salts, and disengage the alkaline 
particles <if the soiL . ' 

Otrada is the first place in Russia where white muf«i 
tmrd has'b^n cultivated , on a large scale. After it 
has been decorticate in hand mills, the oil is expressed 
from It, and the ipealy part which remains, employed 
like English mustard, to which it is by no means in* 
ferior, atid is exported to foreign markets. 

This crop, it is said, usually produces sixty-fold^ 
and the oil and flower of mustard exceed the value oC 
wheat in a similar proportion. 

A mill built on the estate of Otrada is a very com^ 
plicated piece of machinery ; the lower Yelsbanka at 
its decent from the high grounds, is darhmed in. for the 
purpose of supplying it with water; and this stream, 
after passing through the sluices, is employed for 
watering the fields and gardens. 

Though Sarepta, soon after professor Pallas's forw 
ncr journey, had been plundered by the bands of 
Pngatchef, be yet fbund it much improved, and in a 
state of increasing prosperity. The market.QJ[ace is 
regnhir, and adorned with elegant buildings, especi^ 
ally the chnrch, and the comfortable habitations o 
the Momviani^. y 

The n^mb^ of jssef s^ inhabttanU haye been rnqq 
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iiiArMM) B«t mlj b^ vmt letHert, iMt alM bj aa. . 
livos. All Ike koiitei of this pbwa mro adapted for 
two fcmiliflt* The toleroal iacfease of the oeloaj, 14 
would however appear, hat not been so eomldeDable, 
probably owing to the late aiarriages eo^iaed among 
theMotariMB* Many of the unnarriedslaterty w« 
are informed, are ooougoM to a iickly life, or an an* 
, limely grave; and other aeefal members of the com* 
■maity are carried off by diAeah partorltion, to which 
iemales married at an advanced age are generally snb« 
ject. The inhabitants, neTortheless, enjoy a good 
•tate of health, since they have become accustomed to 
the cHmate ; and they also appear, it should seem, to 
be perfeetiy satisfied with their lot. Every family haa 
aafieieot cattle, and small gardens along the Sarpa, 
which are made with moch labour, by carrying soil 
thither from^the sarfaee of the high desert 

Several of tiiesa colonists have made afsnccessful 
attempt to coitivato the vine: among others, the vine, 
jrard, beloaging to the widow of the late Dr. Weir, 
that established by M. Nitsckmaoor, an apothecary, 
retired from practice, and especially that of the pre- 
sident physician (o the colony^ doctor Seydel, a wor- 
thy And benevolent character, are all hononrably 
mentioned by our aatb or. This last gentleman has 
also formed an extensive garden and pleasure grovode 
on the right bank of the Sarpa; and he has also 
planted a considerable number erf mulberry*-trees with 
a view to introduce the rearing of silk*«worms. Thn 
Gkeagnu^ itO^oUa eadores the cold of whiter In his 
garden without any coTering^ itismneh, however, to 
be regretted, that the friends of horticulture here are 
in waut of a good species of cherry^ plumy and other 
fruit-trees for engrafting tiieir native Btodks. 

TJie best wine produ^ at Sarepta, and which is 
similar to champaign, is that of M. Nlttchnian, wba 
takes nnoommon pains in pressing the grapes, Md 
fermenting the juice. With this view, he oollsets tho 
white iluDgarian grapes, pTuekIng than ffom tho 
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stalk, and kee|Ang th^ first jotce Mpsmte, tiie ro« 
mahider iie panea.tbtoii^ the presa^'wltliitlie ftdditioa 
ci wolefy and confevta-ittatoiMLAoidttlatod >drhik<or 
Tiaegar* . • ...... ^ • .^ ••♦ .^ . ^ 

He has obserred^ ifeaAra; tokl, that ^n acodnnt of 
the Ittxnriant gnm^ oi: thte deep^rootedi old rfnet^ 
their brauchei otu^ to be loppeib^so as to leam ton, 
twelve, or ^ren fifteen ejee, becaase the losrer buda 
are nauallj iinprodflCtlre» while the upper ones have 
ireqaentlj three ahooti ffoortwo to three fathons ii^ 
length, each of whioh bears two or three bnaches'ol 
grapes. After a lew .years^he enta dow ntheioid viqes^ 
which are nearlyva footiin circniaference, and replaeea 
them with rigorous .two-year old plants; and most of 
thej cnltlTatocs- in hisneighbonriiDod would now ap* 
pear to be eonvinced) that a.f^d Tiatega can only bo 
obtained b J £oUo wing hie example.. > 

The most raraarkabte manalactiares carried on by 
the nnited brethren we are informed are the follow* 
ing t nine or ten looms for weating kindkerchief» of 
a Dtucad teatnre oi. silk and linen; eight looms for 
maaufactariog cotton, ^tocktngs, and striped night, 
caps, i whioh care in great demand for the; women 
of thoMKozaks. Thiere tit likewiie here a* small 
manufactory , of : Manchester goods, auah'as vcU 
Terot |iod eaIi|co,!.wbick.ai»'tDade in ;gfleat per* 
fection, bnt:* cannot be sold so. low as those im^ 
ported from. England J . WithoAi mentioning^ (says 
die author.) the JesS'important.tradefi.v as i golchmiths^ 
watch^maiierai book^iitidet?, shoe^makerSt tailors, 
and etlmfi^ I ahdl only ohaeffve that the cotton yam 
used HI thaiUiove««nentiaaedlnaa«fatfhories«8 also dydl 
her8,.for wkkh. purpose a partteakr work,, lor dyeing 
Turkey red and. todigo blne^^and a smaller work for 
dyeinf^ the Mandresler goods are established in this 
boildiiig^i The Tnrkey red Is kere treated with oil; 
but ihci cc^ouf it inferior to that 'prodwoad by the 
AnpePMinfi at A^fcrnkh^m,. 
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Ntmt to the jioqse of ^e fraUroitf, thero fa a tea, 
jrard, »« whicli the. lkimK# khid* of le«l!ier, and 
itroug hides for iol«» are-prescpved ; adjoiaing to tbia 
18 the carpeater's yztdj the baking-house, aad at a 
amail distaocatha^Uaghter^koaae, both btiilt of atone. 
Close to 'these) the United Brethren were, dnring our 
traveller'a stay here, emplo^red in ballding a stone, 
kitchen, furni^ied with erery eonTenience. The main 
building itself was enlarged by an additional wing, 
in the erection of which, however, the gaiden has 
"beejk. desolated and corered with rubbish. 

In the house inhabited by the United Sisters, be. 
ei(9eft tihe usual female enploymeai of sewing, washing, 
and other domeslic occapatioBS, handkerchiefs are 
now manufactured, and various articles of embroidery 
ioii^ed with uncommon skill and elegance. The 
garden, which the sisters oaltivate without any aa* 
aitaaee^ affords a pattern of indnstry, cleanliness, and 
i^nlarity. 

The ^tillatson of cora^spirits, and matiulkcture 
ef candleis, are important branches of trade carried 
on by the colony, and the latter is particularly pre. 
iitable, as the csnd^s of this place are seat te 8t. 
P^tersburih,and thence exported to distant oountriea. 

The mill belonging to this colbny has, in its pre. 
aent improTed state, a sawing, mill^ as well as an ex. 
cellent fleur^nfili, of two lofts on one side for grind, 
ing whe^, and in the other side, two lofts for rye« 
meal,, and a stamping mill for millet Double wh^^s 
have been fHaced over each other, to^ connect the 
madiinery with the upper wheel at high waH^^ and 
thus keep the mill continually going. In the year 
)783, tjie dam of this valuable mill was «wept away 
by the extraordinary lise'andfiressure of th^ wat«rof 
theSarpa. 

The brewery Is at some distance from the colonial 
bouses, on the banks of the Volga, and is a most pro. 
fitable branch of business. . The sale of beer is very 
considerable, on account of the numerous transports 



▼hieh fmss through tkis place t» Astrakhan. In ati« 
tumii 179S, before' Hidiice'Oniflie Volga had acquired \ * 
soffioient solidity to support loaded sledges, no leM 
than sixteen thousand nine huftdred of these vehideSy 
Mcb drafirn by otie liorsi^, pftssed through Sarepta*- 
The iHg^ous inhabifants of Sarepta, brew a kind of 
heet from their very abnndant atifd cheap watef. 
melons, with the addition of hop^ : they also pfepafe 
a conserve or itiannalede, from this fruit, wHidh is a 
good substitute for $yifnp or treacle. Perhaps ik td- 
Jerable wine oi^t -W fliade of melbuff, by proper 
matiageuiont. 

The chemists of SUttffi hate, thu author infofma 
uti far dererat yeatt^ pitst, fotfoWed a process of purl- 
fffdf tlie comtdbil salt 6btalned f\rom the lakes of fhb 
eeimtry, vM by the 'Uattv^ called Busuru Thfa 
highly purified salt is sbld at a moderate price, and 
would be a proiitabte article of contnneree. 

A few years ago (he Mus decumanus^ or grey WaH 
rat, came iu numbers to Sarepta, and pursued their 
jonriisy, after swimmii^ OTer the mill-dam, iu opett 
day, towards Taaritzin. The Ctiiilus^ or mountaiti 
moose^ multiplies daily, and Is tery pernicious to the 
crops produced by the indastry of the husbandman* 

The Italian and common poplar, as well as different 
species of the willow, flourish in this neighbourhood ; 
and there is no dMbt that, as they grow luxuriantly 
from shoots, these useful trees might easily be reared^ 
eteo on the dry steppes, if they were property wa- 
tered in tiie first- sttmm^« in Tsfaemoyat^k our 
trayeUers /rematked 'with pleasure, that ^he new 
plairteditees'wefe cdrered with slips of old bark, 
by which they were not 6n\y kept coot in hot wea- 
^r, and tlieiT tender bark ^e^urMl from eoittle, but 
fte ofarcula^on of the sap V^ more; freely cm^ductcd 
ts the B^fmdst.eyei^. - 
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CHAP. III. 

Vernal Journey to jistrakhan. 
The first Tillage below S^repiay on the banks of tbe 
Volga, is Luishkij the second Taiianovka^ or Svetioi 
Tar^ ynhidisigoi&f^s the shining bank. This last is 
situated tweWe yersts from Sarepta, and receives its 
name from the high naked bank, on which it is buili. 
The desert which our travellers now traversed, pro* 
duced great numbers of early white and yellow tulips, 
the tulipa biflora and sylvestrUy which grew partly in. 
rtei mingled and partly an separate clusters. They pro* 
ceeded farther along a steep bank, from which they ImA 
•a view of the low country covered with maltitudei of 
wiid.fowL In these regions the road is often, made on 
the edge of a precipice formed by glens or banks, be» 
cause this part of the height soonest becomes dry in 
sppjog' But as the frost of winter, and the subsequent 
rains of spring loosen pieces of tliese banks, scarcely a 
year elapses without dangerous accidents occurring to 
travellers, insomuch that sometimes men, horses, and 
waggons are precipitated with the faliiug bank down 
the steep. 

About eighteen versts further the new village of 
Popovitzkaya, or Raigorodok, is situated at 'a small 
distince from the ancient post^of Popoviska, and 
inhabited by the burghers of Tzaritzin, who formerly 
were scattered oyer this dry region. Our travellers 
left the Volga at this place, and passed over a dry 
•heath, on which they observed many sepulchral hiU 
locks. There, as well as on their journey westward^ 
the mountain-mice notwithstanding- their small siae, 
bave thrown up the earth in considerable heaps. 
^ After leaving this field of death, they agiunaf^oaoh^ 
ed the Volga, and passed the JPeetshanaya Balka, or 
sand pit, towards Yershova Vataga^ and Nasonistshef 
Yar, where a storehouse of fish is established. The 
hip-bone of an elephant, aDdsaveral4vory teeth have 



lafelj been found here, on a precipice of tlie Ifanic* 
A Kalmuck brought then . an imj>erf0c^ grinder whicli 
he had. found in a glciit of the heath- F.rcnn this 
place to YershoTa Yatagii Is reckoner) a^teil tersta, 
and about ttocee tersta farther there is % farm coiu 
taining .four honsea.for rearttigcattie^ on the manor 
of Nar}rsbin< The major part of the nobtltty, of 
proprietors^ ivho have divided the laods on the bank# 
of Uie Volga, paf little ri^ard to either popnhitioil 
or tillage. They only endeatonr to maliftaid their 
riglit«of posseasibn by idconsiderable estabHshmtiit^y 
ia order to derive some advantage from the fisheries. 

After travelling eleven versts, ^hey passed the night 
of the ISthat Sohtnikofskai^ or iSa/m%ova, a ^iilago 
situated near Solotnikova Yataga, and which waa 
formerly the oiily one in this neighbdnrhood* Above 
the village is Yablonnoi Buyerac^ or* the apple glcn^ 
the botl«m«of wfaieh^ between the thickets, was co« 
vered with young chervil, which grew en a black 
moulds Titey had before observ^ thla herb near 
Sarepta^ in what is <»illed thii dhervil g}ed« The sail, 
dy marl of the steep banks of Yabtottmfi Boyerak^ 
is interspersed M'ith numerous indented unschss simi« 
lar to those of the Caspian Sqa, and wjhich probably 
have been deposited by the OCean« The iKrge aim 
ate^ Solaooi Buyerac, or suit gleif^ is about four 
versts below the village, and extends, with two of its 
dependent branches, a eonside^Able way into the 
CQuntry* fiveiy apedeff of marine plants grow along 
the aides of this glen in abundance ; but at the botton 
th^ Vlmu9 pumUaj Whitth ia of a considerable she^ 
and the Thmpi aro&n9e and Buna were the onl^ 
plants -in blossom, when our trayellers visited thd 
.spot. Th^y .observed on Jia a<Mp bank^ several 
Uyera of J'jiUar'a enrth^ of an oraii^ eolour, above 
Ihe «aandy stnita^.and mingled wl& welUpreserved 
ahella, likethoae^of the Ga^pkn-Sea. >0& the sootil« 
era side tihey saw the Ttdwfi biflora and siheHrU 
alre^dy.fa^iogy jand. thi Sij^hfmiitammrttUm tgrnf^ 
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ing Arougb the chinks of clay. Near this formtdabl^ 
glen, the criminal enterprize of the Rebel Pugatslief 
for the last time prored unsuccessful. He had taken 
a position contiguous to Vataga, and occupied the 
fmall redoubt which had been established for the 

Kst-station. But the well-directed attack of general 
I Michelson, and the fire of his cannon loaded with 
grape-shot, soon put the rebels to flight, and preci« 
pitated whole bodies of them into the glen, and down 
the banks of the Volga, where they were driven to- 
gether and destroyed. Between the Tillage and the 
glen, there are a great number of sepulchral hillocks 
-which, as it appears, have been so amply filled with 
dead bodies, that their tops have sunk into the form 
of a bason. 

' The population of the Tillage SolotnikoTa is two 
hundred persons, being all that remain of five hun. 
dred, who were formerly transplaccd from the nor- 
thern parts of the goTernments of Ustyug and Vo- 
logda to what is called the Kumanian road ; but in 
consequence of the sterility of that region thej 
were sent hither. The heat of the climate has de- 
stroyed a part of these settlers, but the surTivors ar* 
now accustomed to it, they are in great arrean 
to the crown, from their idle and unsettled mode of 
life, and the obligation they are under to liqui- 
date the taxes of their deceased relations. 

The distance from Solotntkofskoi to the Tillage 
Kamennoi Yar, or the stone bank, is about eighteen 
or twenty yersts, and two Tersts farther there is a 
post^stage. On their approach within a Terst of this 
Tillage, they ofoserred the ridge of a steppe, which 
formed some hillocks, extended obliquely from the 
West, and terminated on the high and steep bank of 
the Volgaj called Kamennoi Yar. Tliis ridge con* 
taint a grey«coIoured slaty straton, nearty similar to 
. that of Kamyshenka^ which is recommended by Loritz 
forJiygroflMtrical platM. No tnwe of tiiis argBlft. 
t is to te iflea im tlM^pporttt fawk^f the 
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Yoigt ; bat, •ecordtng to its dtnedam^ It mffmn l» 
belopg to the horizontal jitmtaai wUoh It madia 
tlie iteppe on that side, ttader tt^ Mtrnm of BMdo^ 
Tshaptshatshi, and others. Theie b a caters of •» * 
|[roat ifflportanise in the stony fe«nk •f this plaee. 

They saw only the early HU^, and the small Rmu 
unadui^ which perfectly fesenUss the it. nfosM, te 
Ifloom on the steppe ; nod dm sane day OMt a larft 
flight of carlewi on their passa|^ fma tfienoftiMril 
regions. In the afternoon, and part of the foUewlaf 
night, they trareUed the remaining sixty Tsrsta t^ 
Tshemoyarsk ; and in |dl that eattent of road dU not 
meet with a single Tillage. 

We obserred, says Professor Prilas, la Ow dHdi af 
the fortressof this place, the RmttttttcuhufahalWj Orm 
mthogalum bulbosum and luieum^ ShutpU rvMh^ 
Al^gsum cal^cjfnmm et mlnuiumy and JWajnarma, \m 
blossom. The earliest Insects here are the PtipUh mtf^ 
Udic€j and different species of Si^pkmMod BUimw. 
They had before obserred thePAaforg&Mi ar a waed b g y 
or scorplon^spider, moving in the crericss of the dayey 
bank of the Volga ; and scTcral other insects on tiia 
steppe. In all dwelling houses, the Muica vibrmH9 
crept about in swarms upon the windows. The birds 
which they olost commonly met with in the dry desert 
were kites, which flew in small flocks ; a small kind 
of falcons, the red duck, bustards, crows, jackdaws^ 
magpies, great and small larks, and starlings. The 
inhabitaiits of all the towns and Tillages of the Volga 
make cylinders of bark, which they place on poles in 
tbe farm^yards, to entice these birds to build their 
nests there. On the barren and dreary steppe of 
these environs, scarcely any plant is seen bat the 
Anthemis miUefoliata, and the * Achillea tomentoioj 
between the two most common species of wormwood, 
Jrtemiffia maritima and Artemisiu contra. This last 
plant indicates the most barren soil impregnated with 
salt, a soil which produces only the flowers of tha 
Tulipa biflora. The Tulipa sih^stris bloomed en 
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^ itufcttt ^fqA morefertile'spots': tkU flow^iT^ows 
toajrei^ kto'g^.ai^i iHi uw lfee sqU is motet, aud con. 
skt» s^dtiiM» o# eigh^'dr ten leai^s, snd Is sdme- 
titteft double^ T-h&^rnUhogakMt luteum, on tliecoti. 
trary, is dwarfifi^ duAuntovt this steppe; atid we 
jQBly st»r t^' fiM }ea«fctf of Ihe Verb^scum Fhtenir 
qgunt^ ■ 

. TfldiemeyarBli is* bailtiiti tfatf fonn of a grand poly. 
goiiy!0OiB9iafBed ef $Te'««|inB, luid two half bastrons^ 
St isr a p^KM' of fikme omuarnqoente, weH built within 
itkt iimit» of tbfl fort, has* a gdod trade^ anil opulent 
intifibitalts^ ^te prfiiciptil''|fei^rt of whom areemploye^ 
in a Tery lucrative and extensiye fishery ^ 

T4if'y«dga i^'ket^^tof ar ci^nsiderable m^esdih, not^^ 
vithataadiftg* some sandy Isles i^st rise from its bed, 
aadal^i^astreartVcalied'yollvdnnerovka, thtftbranche^ 
in^TSb i% toward^ tho Bast. A high #tnd eanee^ 
the waV^s (tf ^^ ¥oI{a to beat upon the shore with 
d^ucfar f<a%1CvJ4' a$* ieXbikid^ onr traveliers of the river 
Thdunesv below LoMon :' at high irarter the Volga is 
;uMd tb rise l^Mre to about thtvty feet. Several blval rm 
sliei'ls of the Caspian ^a are' found in great numbers 
on^the high bank pi this rirrer. This bank principally 
•OBslsts of a sandy mair!, and sonie small flat stones 
pi a %ht yellow ,elay are seen here : they swim for 
jfora^ time on the water, and are ' about the size of a 
rnble or florin. SelenitiS ^s here found scattered ii^ 
crystals, as well as ijk several Qther places^ on the 
bank of the Volga. 

They continned their journey on the 21st. The 
beautiful low country Solanikovo Sain$istshe^ which 
lies beside the fortress, swarmed at this time ?rith io- 
Bamerfllb(e aquatic birds, such as geese and docks of 
all kinds, cranei>^ he/roo^, and kites, whici^ fly in nv. 
I^'.rons fioeks. 

After having passed Kopanofskol, the nearest town 
4if the Ko2ak«, distant tWenty-one versts, they again 
^same to a clayey steppe, on which the TulipaGe$neriy 
la^a bright red aiidyeUpw^ had )^egu^ to blpwingreiit 
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^ jriNMul^ce; its leaTet were exactly simikr to the earlj 
tttkfv cpmnod^ eaUed Bnc-mm ToS* The fW/|xi 
hiflora'w9M already begimiliig; to fade. Thenigktfy 
boweyer, still continiied cold, and tbey saw fire on 
ihe steppe, at a considerable distance^* 

On the 22d they proceeded towards Tenatvrka. 
At a short distance from Kopanofslioi the sie^po 
rises in hillocks, and is mon of a sandy than clayejF 
nature : but the sa^nd under the sarfaoe is oombined 
with clay. All the plants of this region are dwarfish, 
aad hare a withered appearance, as is commonly the 
ease on a sandy soil. The OrnMogabtm tulbtferum 
grew as abundantly in the Tallies as if it were sown, 
and sometimes had seven or eight filamcnft, and aa 
many anthers. The white talip still presented itself^ 
though 4>nty. singly. The willows and poplars had 
h^gun to bnd in the Tallies. In those parts whetn 
the steppe begins to rise in hillocks, and in the gleas 
on the bank of the Volga, seTeral bones of the RIe* 
phant haTe been cBscoTered. They ebtained n jaw^ 
bene pretty much petrified, and, as. it were, coated 
with small gtaTel and muscles. 

In the eoTironft of Yenatsyka, our traTellers again 
met widi Kalmuks, who are fond of passing tho 
winter here in numerous iiordes, but who io the pre- 
tent year had been infeeted by the smalUpoz, whidi 



* The Sleppes are frequently fired, either by the neft1igeac«> of 
travellers, or wilfully by the herdameat in order to forward the 
crops of iprass; or, it may be, oat of malice; as some years tmce 
theKozaksof the Yalk aid; when, having riti«»n in rebellion, a 
imaU. corps of RusMiik troops advancing, against thctti* tbey aatr 
themselves all at once almost entirely aarronnded by the high 
grass on fire. Such a catastrophe often occasions great misehief ; 
the flames spread themselves ftir and #ide, put the dwellings of 
the mhabifantft in imminent danger, eonaume the oom on the 
groond, and evenaei^ mo thp fi>re8ts. Many prohibitions, nnder. 
severe penalties, have accordingly been issued against this prac- 
tice, bat tb^ seldom bave any effect AH the steppes may be 
coD^arad aa« sortoCrowaion laiid^-^6is:Alv, Teoxa't ** View of 
the Kussian fimpire,;** vol. i» p. 84. 
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wa» epidenib along the Volga, and obliged tbem to 
/dispense ; thU is a di»t»se 9$ dreadful and destruotive 
ta ihem as the plague. According to the latest lists 
-vhich Br. Pallas r^ceiyed) the remains of this remark* 
able people, m^ ho mace the kstrodoction of the proTtn. 
cial gOTernitfentSy aad the di^rision of lands, are conined 
to amoreHmited sit«atto]f, still consists of eight thou*^ 
aand two^ hundred aud twenty.nlae f^biiheg^ or him 
jtiily-tents. 

'^ In my Colletttontf foir.the eiuddatiod of the His,, 
tory of the Mongole TrilMfS^'^ says the leataed travel, 
ler, ^< I hfltreghreo Aifch-circumstaatial details of their 
c^stkutioo, m<^e8 attd ^ieissitudel of life, religious 
^perstitlen., a»d idc^latry^ Ihat any farther account 
i^ould he superfluous. Frequent attempNis haye been 
,i|iade to induce them to form a settlement $ huh they 
jNre so much accustomed to uncontrolled and vagrant 
Ihabtts^ Ihat it was only from the extreme indigenee of 
' their fugittye brethren who have lately begun to epnU 
grate to the proyince of Songary in the Uhinese do. 
lfiinion«, tl^at their present rirlerS hare been able to 
jcorupel ibis unsteady people to apply themsclvesf to 
agriculture and reside in settled habitations^" 

BeyoM Yenataerka the steppe becomes more sandy 
fa it decre^es, and at unequal distances displays hanks 
of moving sand, which become progressif cly morfS 
frequent. A quantity of decayed shells are erery 
Inhere found in terniixad with this s^nd, and someCas. 
pian muscles in a calcined state. The dry steppe is 
very hilly, thougti it does ftot rise more than two Ot 
three fathoms above thelerel of the Volga. The low 
pountry abounds with grass, is interspersed With 
willows, and as it Were so.n vrith tulfps. 

The Iris pumila appiears here of two colours^ be* 
ing tinged with yellow and violet. Two beautiful 
specifcs of Asfragahis were ooV^ irt Woom, at the 
sand-banks, in considerable aunaliers : they are fre« 
^uently met with) though not so early in the season^ 
^rough the wl^ole extent of th6 C^pfd.t^ sCeppe, Tl|e 



BjMdes with the yellow flower has been improperlf 
dei^minated by Liniueus, Astrtigaiui trogMes ; tiie 
other^ which I have formerly conf outided with Antra^ 
galus depressusj b oot contained among the Linnseaii 
|[eaera ; it bears flowers of a white or reddish' cotonr. 

As the continued wind from the sea caused the 
water of the Volga to swell so as to oyerflow part of 
the low ground, onr tntrellers were obliged to par. 
sue their journey oyer diflicnlt and fatiguing sand, 
hills ; in consequence of which they did not arrire 
till late in the etining atSamyangorodok, where they 
staid during the night. 

The heights adjacent to this place are banks of sand 
drifted over ft stratum of clay, and on which the 
plants called by Linnaeus Ptdlassia Caspica^ Ccris^ 
permwn sqiiarros^nt) Hedysarum Alkagi^ Spariium 
aphyUutt^^ and others which grow on sand, thriTe in 
abundance. The first, as well as the Axyri9 ceratOm 
ides^ and Artemisia Jruieseens^ put forth young 
shoot$. The roots of the Pallassia lay like tapi» 
above the sand, and were several fathqips in length. 

Below Lebashie, which is situated on the shore of 
the Volga, there are deep l^jUocks of quick^nd, the 
bases of which rise but a little above the surface of 
the river. Betwejen these they observed in different 
places a saline soft, covered w|th a white incrastatioi| 
of salt, about one-eigl|t qf an inch thick. 

These incrnstation9, first afforded by crystallizatioi|' 
4 Heantifal Olanber^s salt, with an alkaline basis ; 
and the mother lye eootaiiied a digestive 9alt, super* 
satu^ted wit^ alkaii, whiclf "vfas not susceptible of ^ 
crystalline form. 

On the Uih our trailers mttft ferried over fhe 
Sol^Aka, as its bridge had been earrikt away by the 
flood ; ntid theocjl (Iroteeeded in 9 bqat pn the Volg^ 
ti> AsMEkhan. 

Intending to return t6 ^ii <iij in the month laf 
Angttst, M. PAHail now hastened with Mr. Odsskiir 
% ^ jrteppe beyod(} il|e Volga, that ||e m\^% ptitaii| 
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(. 4|Hlfi490ce: its leaver were exactly similar to the earlj 
tulip €om«Km^ eaiM Bne^mm Vril. The TuUpa 
btflora\ni9 already beginaing; to fade* Thenigktfy 
however, still continued cold, and tbey law fire on 
the steppe, at a considerable distance^. 

On the 22d they proceeded towards Tenatvfka. 
At a short distance from Kopanofskoi tko sie^po 
rises in hillocks, and is mon of a sandy than clayejF 
nature : but the sand under the surface is combined 
with clay. All the plants of this region are dwarfish^ 
and have a withered appearance, as is commonly the 
ease on a sandy soil. The Orfdikogabtm tmlbtfetvm 
grew as abundantly in the rallies as if it were sown, 
and sometimes had seven or eight filaments, and ae 
many anthers. The white tulip still presented itself^ 
though only. singly. The willows and poplars had 
h<gun to bud in the vallics. In those parts where 
the steppe begins to rise in hillocks, and in the gleas 
on the bank of the Volga, several bones of the RIe* 
phant ha? e been cKscover^. They obtained » jaw^ 
bene pretty much petrified, and, as. it were, coatod 
with small gravel and maseles. 

In the ^nvironft of Yenatsvka, our trarellers again 
met widi Kalmuks, who are fond of passing tho 
winter here in numerous iiordes, but who in the pre« 
sent year had been infeeted by the smalUpoz, whidi 



* The Steppes are freqiMntly iSired, 6<tlMr by the nefdigeoc* of 
traTellers, or wilfully by the berdiroea* in order to fuvvard the 
crops of grass; or, it may be, oat of roalics; as some years sftico 
the Kozaks of the Yalk aid ; when, having riw^n in rebellion, a 
small.coipsof Rosiiaii troops advancing, against thcfn* they satr 
themselves all at once almost enthr«ly. surrouDded hy the high 
grass on fire. Snch a catastrophe often occasions great mischief; 
the games spread themselves ftir and ^ide, put the dwellings of 
the nifaabitantft in immineiit danger, eonsome the oom on tha 
ground, and eren seise on thp forests. Many prbhibitioDS, under, 
severe pehalties, have accordingly been issued against this prac- 
tice, hot tb^ seldom have any effect All the steppes may be 
GOBsidared im, « aort of common land^-^SiSiAlv. TsoKat ** View of 
the Bussian EmpireK^' voL u p. 84. 
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wa» epidenic along the Volga^ and obliged them to 
liisperKe ; tJhU is a (disease ad dreadful aii^ destructive 
to thev as the plague. According to the latest lists 
-vhich Dr. Fallal r^ceiyed) tke remains of this remark* 
able people, \<^ ho art nee the iatrgdnction of the proTin* 
cialgoTernitfenlSy an^ ^^ dif iMon of lands, are con^ned 
to amoreHmUed siUiatioit, still consists of eight thou* 
sand two. huqdred and tweaty.nine ^^fbiikeg^ or fia«i 
jftily-tents. 

'^ Jm&y Gollcttioxitf fotthe elucidation of the His* 
tory of the Mongole Trih^s^" say 9 the learned travel- 
ler, "^ I hoire ghreb Mch- dreams tarn tial detiMls of their 
c^stitulMMi, m^des a^nd vieissitudel of life, religioar 
^perstltlcm, aud idpla^ry^ Ihat any farther account 
vT^uld he superfluous. Frequent attempts have been 
,itiade to induce them to form a settlement^ bu^they 
are^ so much accustomed t« tiocontrolled and vagrant 
habits^ that it was only from the extreme indigence of 
. their fugitive brethren who have lately begun to &pU 
grate to the province of Songary in the Chinese do. 
Ihinioits, tl^at their present rvlerd have been able to 
pompel this unsteady people to apply themselves^ to 
agriculture and reside in settled habitations." 

Beyofid Yenata^fka thestejipe becomes more sandy 
^ it decrej^es, and at unequal distances displays hanks 
of moving sand, which become progfessifely mor0 
frequent. A quantity of decayed shells are erery 
Inhere found in terniixt;d with this s^nd, and someCas. 
plan muscles in a calcined state. The dry steppe is 
very hilly, though it does fiot rise more than two O* 
three fathoms above the lerel of the Volga. The lovr 
pountry abounds with grass, is intorspersed Witll 
willows, and as it vtet'e SO'.n with tulips. 

The Iris pumila appjBars here of two colours^ be* 
ing jtinged with yello^ and violet. Two beautifuJI 
specrfcg of Afitragatits trefe noW irt bloom, on the 
sand-banks, in consideraj^le uuml>er8 : they are fre« 
quently met with) though fiot so eafly in the settsot}^ 
^rough the wljiol^ csLtent of ihd Cdispiat^ steppe. Tl|e 



^AtT or tnz ftviiiAN ramts. 4$ 

gpecies with the yellow flower has been improperly 
denominated by LIniueus, Astragdus trogfddet ; the 
other^ which i have formerly confounded with Afitra^ 
gains depressus^ is not contained among the LinneaQ 
genera ; it bears flowers of a white or reddish' colonr. 
As the continued wind from the sea caused the 
water of the Volga to swell so as to orerflow part of 
the iow ground, our trsrellers were obliged to par. 
soe th^r journey oyer diflicnlt and fatiguing sand, 
hills ; in consequence of which they did not arrire 
till late in the efening atSamyangorodolE, where tbejr 
staid dnrif^ the night. 

The heights adjacent to this place are banlts of sand 
drifted over a stratum of clay, and on which the 
plants called by Linnaeus Pailassia CaspicOj Corit^ 
permum squarros^nty Hedi/sarum Alhagi^ Spartiutn 
aphtfilutn^ and others which grow on sand, thrire in 
abundance. The first, as well as the Axyris ceraiOm 
ides, and Artemisia frutescens^ put forth young 
shoot$. Ihe roots of the Pailassia lay Itlie tape 
above the sand, and were several fathoms in length. 

Below Lebashie, which is situated on the shore of 
the Volga, there are deep l>|llocks of quick'sand, the 
iMses of whieh rise but a little above the surface of 
the riyer. Between tl^ese they gbsenred in different 
places a saliqe soil, covered with a white incrastatioi| 
of salt, about one-eight qf an inch thick. 

These incrnstatiofis, first afforded by erystallizatioi|' 
a Heauiifttl Olaaber*s salt, Srith an alkaline basis | 
and the mother lye cotttaiiied a digestive fait, super* 
satuiPatod witb aikaii, whtcl| ^a$ not 9nsceptibie of t^ 
crystalline form. 

On the 95tfa our traiM|l^ers were ferried over fho 
Soi^fika, as its bridge had been earried away by the 
flood ; and ti^oq^ pro^seeded in 9 bqat <m the Volgf 
tn Astrakhan. 

Intending to return t6 tl^is titr in the month of 
August, M. Pallas now liastened with Mr. Odssk^ 
iK^ t}m ateppe beyond iftn Yolga^ tii^t l|e miglit plitaiff 
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^ ,^w|^;9lice: its leaver were exactly similar to the earlj 
teiip commmlf eaUed B^-mn TbS. tWTaiipa 
hiflora was already beglnaing; to fade. The nights, 
however, still continued cold, and they saw fire on 
ihe steppe, at a^ considerable distanee*. 

On the 22d they proceeded towards Tenatserka* 
At a short distance from Kopanofskoi the sie|^>o 
rises in hillocks, and is more of a sandy than clayej 
nature : but the sand nnder the snrfaoe is combined 
with clay. All the plants of this re^on are dwarfish, 
and have a withered appearance, as is commonly the 
ease on a sandy soil. The OmUkogdkm &ulbiferum 
grew as abundantly in the ralKes as if it were sown, 
aad sometimes had seven or ^hi filameafa) ^^ M 
many anthers. The white tnlip still presented itself, 
though 4l>Dly. singly. The willows and poplars had 
h^n to bnd in the Tallies. In those parts when 
the steppe begins to rise in hillocks, and in the glens 
on the bank of the Volga, several bones of the RIe* 
phant ha?e been ^seovered. They obtained n jaw^ 
bene pretty much petrified^ and, as^ it were, coated 
with small gravel and muscles. 

In the '^rjronft of Yenatavka, our travellers again 
met with Kalanks, who are fond of pas^in^ Uia 
winter here in nnmerous hordes, but who in the pre« 
tent year had be^ infected by the smalUpoi, whidi 



• Tbc Aeppes are frequently fired, either by the Dfly^igeocf* of 
travellers, or wilfully by the kerdsmeB, in order tn f^rvard the 
crops of grass; or, it way be, out <tf malice ; as some years snica 
the Kozaks of the Yaik did ; when, having riw^n in metlinn, a 
small:coq;isof RasRsifc troops Advancing. a«:ainstthetti, they saw 
themselves all at once almost entirely aurrotmded hw the high 
grass on fire. I^uch a catastmpbe often occasions great miMshief; 
the flames spread themselves fer and i^ide, pnt the <^weUlngs of 
the mbabifanta m inraiinent danger, eonsmne the oorn on the 
groood, and ev en ae i ^ cm tb^ forests. Many prohibitions, under, 
severe pehalties, have accordingly been issued against this prac- 
tice, bat tb^ seldom have a&y efRect. All the steppes may be 
con^ated aa « sortof cQwaDon knd^-^Ses^Mff. TeoKSr'S " View oi 
the Sussian Empire^" vol. u p. 84. 

nS 
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wa» epideniG along the Volga^ and obliged them to 
/iispenre ; tiiU is a disease ad dreadful an^ destructive 
to thev a& the plague. According to the latest lista 
-vhich Dr. Palla$ r^ceiyed) tke remains of this remark* 
able people, m^ ho since €ha Production of the provia* 
cial goTerniffenis^ and the di^iMon of lands, are conined 
to amoreHmUed sit«iatioit, still consists of eight thou*, 
sand two- huqdred and tveaty.nine ^^fbfikegf or fti^ 
i&ily-tents. 

'* Ivimy Gollcttiontf fot.the elucidation of the His,, 
tory of the MongoleXrili^s^'^ says the learned travel* 
ler, '^ t| hshre ghren Meh circamstaatial details of their 
constitutioo; mc^des aM rietssitudel of life, religioaa^ 
^perstitlfjn, a^id idc^lairy^ that any farther account 
iTOuld 1^ superfluous. Frequent attempts hare been 
,it)ade to induce them to form a settlement $ bu^they 
are do much accustomed to dOcontrolled and ragruit 
'labits^ (hat it was only from the extreme indigence of 
. their fugiliye brethren who have lately begun to ejpa}. 
grat^ to the proYince of Songary in the Chinese do. 
lfiimoii«, tl^at their present rirlers hare been able to 
fcompel this unsteady people to apply themselresf to 
agriculture and reside in settled habitations*" 

Bey ofid Yenataerka theste])pe becomes more sandy 
fiB it decrej^es, aad at unequal distaiices displays banks 
of moving sa^d, which become psogressifely morisr 
frequent. A quantity of decayed shells are erery 
Inhere found in Cermixod with this $4nd, and someCas. 
plan muscles in a calcined state. The dry steppe ia 
very hilly, though it does fiot rise more than two Ot 
three fathoms aboye thelerel 6f the Volga. Theldw 
pountry abounds with grass, is intersperse^ WHth 
itHlows, and as it Were iown vrfth tulips. 

The Tris pumila appjears here of two colours^ bo? 
ing tinged with yellow and riolet. Two beautifnl 
specifeg of Adragalm ^ete, noV irt bloom^ oft the 
sand- ban li.s, in consideraj^le numbers : they are fre« 
quefntly met with^ though not so eafly in the seasott^ 
^roiigh the wljiol^ esLtent of ill^ C^pi&a steppe. Tile 
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gpecies with the yellow flower has been improperly 
denominated by Linmeus, Astragdus trogoidet ; the 
otherj which i have formerly confounded with Astrom 
gains depressuSy is not contained among the Ltnnanii 
geaera ; it bears flowers of a white or reddish' coloar. 

As the continued wind from the sea caused the 
water of the Volga to swell so as to orerflow part of 
the low gronnd, our trsrellers were obliged to pur. 
see their journey oyer diflicnit and fatiguing sand. 
Mllii ; in consequence of which they did not arrira 
till late in the efening atSamyangorodok, where tbejr 
staid dnrif^ the night. 

The heights adjacent to this place are banks of sand 
drifted over a stratum of clay, and on which the 
plants called by Linneus Pallassia Caspica^ Corit^ 
permwn s^psarrosi^nt^ Hedt^sarum Aikagi^ Sparthttn 
aphjfUun^j and others which grow on sand, thrire in 
abundance. The first, as well as the j^xyrig ceraiOm 
idesy and Artemisia fruteseens^ put forth young 
Shoot$. The roots of the Pallassia lay Itlie tapfi 
aboTe the sand, and were several fathoms in length. 

Below Lebashie, which is situated on the shore of 
the Volga, there are deep l^jllocks of quick'sand, the 
bases of which rise but a little above the surface of 
tiie river. Between these they observed in different 
places a saliqe so}!, covered with a white incrastatioi| 
of salt, about one-eight of an inch thick. 

These incrnstatioiis, first afforded by erystallizatloii' 
a Heantifttl Olaaber*s salt, ysith an alkaline basis ; 
anfd the mother lye contaiiied a digestive 9alt, super* 
satuiPatod witb alkali) whtcl| ^a$ not 9nsceptibie of t^ 
crystalline form. 

On the 95tfa our traiM^ers wer^ ferried over fho 
Sol^fika, as its bridge had been earrled away by the 
flo#d ; and theoq^ proceeded in 9 bQat on the Volgf 
tn Astrakhfttt. 

Intending to return to p^U tity in the month of 
Angnst, M. PaHaa now Ulastened wHh Mr. Odssleir 
|l> t)m ateppe beyond <N ^^h^ ^^ ^ ^gH P^Hf^ 



44 PALLAB'i TRA7£L9 THROUGH 

exact drawings of the rare Ternal plants he AilgM 
obse rye during a journey peculiarly derotcd to ^o. 
tany, and in which, two young gentlemen, Mr. Do. 
kushaef, teacher of Natural History in the Normal 
Academy at Astrakhan, and the student of phar. 
macy, Mr. Swenson, both eager of instruction, to- 
luntarily accompanied him. 

Their stay at Astrakhan was protracted by various 
circumstances till the 5th of May. During that time 
Dr. Pallas collected beautiful vernal plants, had 
drawings made of them, and prosecuted various useful 
inquiries. This day at noon he dispatched his light 
equipage by water, and went himself in a small boat, 
at three o'clock, up the Volga, withafairsouth.east. 
wind. He passed the convent of Bolda on the little 
river of that name, which forms an isle near its source ; 
i^nd continued his route in sight of the Kasatshei Bn- 
gor. 

Behind Astrakhan oar travellers passed the convent 
of Pokrofska, and proceeded with a fair wind up the 
Bolda. On leaving. Tsherpakhs^, sometimes with the 
assistance of oars, and sometimes with sails, they steer- 
ed the greatest part of the time towards the S. E. an^l 
£. S. E. through what are called the Busurmanka. 
These are caqals, in some parts covered with rushes, 
and in others confined within dry banks : they con* 
ducted them into the Rytsha, thence into the Kortu. 
toskoi llmen, and at length^ into th^ Busaii. Having 
crossed this prodigious and extensive branch of the 
Volga, which the rising water had increased, they 
sheered in a direct line to the city of Kromoi YoTy 
where they landed at eleven o'clock at night. 

On the 6th of May it rained so hard, and the wea- 
ther was so tempestuous, that they found it impossible 
to cootinue their voyagi^and reach the opposite steppe* 
A short interval of fair weather permitted them, with 
diffi^lty,. to visit the environs of the city, and inspect 
^e salt petre beds, as well as the lixiviated nitront- 
^Us^ wfaich Tun in an eattern direction, and ar^^^ 



ftdonied on both sides by the mort beaatifnl •vehardt. 
This Bitro4i6 jfieid appears to hare been a cemetery of 
the ancient Tartars ; an opinio^ which is corroborated 
by anmerous fragments of bones, and wh<^e hnmaii 
skQlls> mingled in every direction ou this soil. Sumer^ 
kenff the antique Tartar town, which Rubrnquis, ot 
Ruysbroek, the monk, in his fofty-niiith chapter 
states to have been sitqated in an island at oim of the 
motttbs of the Volga, appears to have stood in tbeen-:*' 
Yirons of modern KrasnoiYar ; for soon after we find 
Astrajchan mentioned under the name of Citrakaa, in 
the low conntf y of the Yolga.-^ «otonly in theenn^ 
roiM ef Krasnoi Yar, bnt aiso on the twa isles Kobylie 
and VatBshqoi Bngor, situated in its yioinity, on the 
uninhabited )pl9,ceB called Krasnoi Yari, or red banks, 
near Altsha, on Karaulno>i, KUrpishnoi, and Mayash. 
noi Bufor, traces of stone baildiags are fvequeotty 
discovered ; anck large bricks ate often dag up, of 
which the boots bniid their stores. The whole May^ 
ashnoi Bagor, w/hich is separated from Krasaol Yar^ 
W tbe Ogorodnoi Yerik, or, garden ditch, and from 
JELirpishnoi Bng^r^ or^ brick isle, by Kirptshnoi Ye« 
riky or, bripk ditch^ is appropriated either to gar« 
dens or » /semetery^ and is full of ancient Tartarian 
tombs. Other dry isles adjacent^ sncb as Bugri Darr 
niloirye, Kobluiskoi, Tshortofskoi, Parshikofskoi, 
J^ancjlakofskoi, and K.obyltiigkoi, thoogh' they hare no 
remains of brick buildings, yet res^es of a former 
population are erery where yisible. 

The MitrottS earth of this country is a reddish sandy 
n^rl, or'sand mixed with clay, and interspersed witl| 
pieces oi bone. I^ would be necessary to mix dnnff 
or urine with it, in great quantities, to prep^e agoo^ 
eoDipost for the production of saltpetre, in waHs «>r 
beds which might afford % sufficient supply for a small 
saltpetre wbrk. When' M. Pall^Tisited them, there 
was but a very slight efflorescence on the lixitiate^ 
earth.— »The only plants which thrireon these nitrous 
beds^ he infoms us are ^e Ceraiocqrpu^ Ranu»fffh' 
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iu* faktUusy Lepidium ruderale aod perfoliaium, 
Scorzenera iadnicUa, Hyosdamus niger^ Secale pro-' 
stratum and viUosum^ Suymhrium^ Loeselia, and 
Sophia^ Asperugoprocumbensj Ltfcapsis verieariaKad 
Cynoglossum. Varioas species of SalsoloBj Polifcre^ 
moj Atriplicesy and the numarons Messerckmidiay 
put forth their buds. 

Krasnoi Yar is built on the bank of tho Basan, in 
an island formed by the confluence of that riyer with 
the Akhtouba and the Algara, another branch of the 
Yolga. It is intersected by several small canals ; for 
instance, those of Mayashnoi and Ogorodnoi Yerik. 
Part of this isle is inundated at high water ; and then 
the streets of even the higher parts of the town are 
overflowed. At such times travellers can proceed in 
boats directly to Astrakhan; and by this way the 
distance is only thirty versts, and sometimes even less. 
On the contrary, when the waters are low, and es. 
pecially when the wind blows towards the sea, ^nd 
propels them outwards, travellers are obliged to make 
a considerable drcuit up the Akhtouba, by which 
the voyage is protracted to seventy versts. It is the 
same in winter, when the ice is broken by the sea. 
ijinds, and thrown up on the other side of the isles : 
besides these inconveniences, a similar circumstance 
happens when the water from the sea inundates them, 
and thus renders the direct road impassable. 

This city is of an oblong form, and intersected by 
a principal street : it contains about three hundred 
houses, a stone church, sufficiently large for the po- 
pulation of the place, and one of wood. The garri- 
son consists of one hundred infantry, whose comman. 
der ranks as a staff officer, and one hundred Kozaks. 
The inhabitants are either merchants or fishermen : 
consequently there is a great wanf of mechanics. 
The wooden fortifications of this place ar# totally de- 
cayed, except two turrets ; and the means of defence 
at present consist of chevaux-de.frise and two open 
batteries. The gardens of the inhabitants are parti« 



tiiUrly ^ebrated for delicious autumnal pears, cal. 
led Dull, and for their apples, among which are a re. 
markablj large species, and another which they call 
Mamuiofskys yabloki^ or the Boukharian sort. The 
gardens likewise produce a rery large species of white 
onion, whichis much esteemed. T^ese fruits and fish^ 
are the only traffic of the inhabitants, who convey 
tliem in boats to the market of Astrakhan, wherr 
they are adrantageously sold, so as to produce annu» 
ally from six to eight thousand rubles. 

On the 7th of May the weather was fine, with a 
mild and constant breeze from thC' south-west. Oa 
the morning of that day our party sailed a small way 
up the fiusan, and entered the Akhtouba, which 
flows into it; after nhich they proceeded up that ri. 
Ter^ and passed the mouth of the Algara to Krasen- 
naya Prorra, a narrow canal, the dry banks of which 
were covered with beautiful willows and poplars. 
From this place they continued their course to the 
vast lake of Tshernol Ilmeen, which extends farther 
than the eye can reach, though its depth in no- part 
exceeds three ells. They sailed over this lake princi- 
pally N. ^E. and E, till they entered the Karduvanka; 
and thence passed into the Kigatsh, which flows along « 
the more elevated opposite liteppe, and forms the east, 
erly arm of ;the Volga. On landing near Student. 
2ova Vataga, a rendezvous of fishermen on an isle of 
the Kigatsh, they found the horses ordered for them^ 
and -an escort of Kozaks appointed to conduct them 
to the steppe, near the advanced post of Kapitanskoi^ 
a place belonging to the cordon lately established. 

This military cordon has been organized we are 
told to.act against the Kirghis. Hordes of those ban* 
ditti in winter prowl as far as the Volga, along the 
shores of the Caspian Sea, and to the sandy desert of 
Naryn, whe^e they commit numerous petty depre. 
dations. The Kozaks also patrol for the security of 
the' fisheries, and solitary farms along the shores, o^ 
Oft th« islei 9f tk# river : they are strongly reiaforped 
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in winter by Kalmuks, when the Kirgliis are ap. 
proaching, or retiring. 

At each post eight or ten Kosaki, with a DesiU 
trick, are stationed ; and reinforced in winter with 
ten or tweWe Kalmnks. At the greatest diataaoes, 
for instance, towards the sea, near Krasnoi Yar, Se. 
litrenoigorodok^ near the Akhtouba, above Mank-» 
hali, and near Burkina Balka, theve is also a eorpa-' 
de reserve of twenty or thirty Kozaki, and sixty 
Kalmuks, coninianded by a Koeak officer, and ready 
to assist the centinels on any emergency. At Volo- 
dimero^ka there are twenty infantry stationed, with 
a small train of artillery : and there are an officer and 
forty imperial dragoons of Astrakhan stationed at 
each of the posts of Kraanoi Yar, Bereket, and SaL. 
tovka. 

Karduanskoi Ilmen, where our travellers knded, 
and near which they rested during the night, is a bay 
or lake, into which the Kigatsh flows, and whence it 
again issues. A guard is stationed on the shore of 
this bay, on account of the salt lake in the steppe 
called Karr Duan^ a compound word of the Tartars 
from Karr, which signifies snow, and iDtuttik. thaw ; 
and the place has received this appellation becauae 
the snow soon dissolves on the high sandy steppe. 

The salt lake of this place does not contain a pnra 
6ea»salt, but deposits a sediment, which consists of an 
intermixture of common and Fpsom salt It ia mada 
by a contract with the apothecaries of Astrakhan, 
who prepare from it, for all the Russian dmg§^ats' 
shops, what is called Sai Jlsirakhemanse* and magne. 
6ia. T(kislakeis above half a verst distant, £• S« E. 
from the bank of the Volga. It lies beyond the ele- 
vation of a flat stqppe, and appears, as it were, ia- 
closed in a bason formed by ;the gradual declivity of 
the surrounding parts of the desert. Thisvery amooth 
and shallow lake is not m<»e than 4tn arshinedeep^ 
and the ateppe rises about a fatham higher than iU 
•urfaca. U h oUob^ and ttnteds to a MrpoitiM 
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form, being abomt four huadred ftitbomf hi leagtli 
from S. E. to N. W. ; bat scarcely sixty fathomi 
broad. From the 8. £. border of this lake, a narrof^ 
valley, sitnated somewhat higher, extends In a wesk 
era direction for twenty-five f^omSj when it grows 
wider, and declines into a saline mai^sh, about seventf 
lathoms from E. to W. ; and with certain winds k is 
inundated with the salt water of the lake. This sa« 
line marsh, as well as that of the lake, is like ^e 
black, hepatic, and fetid mire usuJilly found in all 
nit pools. In dry summer weather there is an in* 
crustation of salt and sand formed of different degrees 
of thickness, the upper part of which is sea-salt, and 
nnder it a kind of £psom salt ; both are imperfectly 
crystallised. ^ Thb phenomenon, M. Pallas thinks, 
may. perhaps be attrtlmted to the premature predpi. 
tation of the Epsom salt, which more readily assumes 
the crystaline form. In consequence of the consi- 
derable quantity of the late rains, the salt which had 
been crystalia^ nearly was for the greatest part again 
dissolved at the period he examined it. At the bottom 
of the lake, he found a stratum of loose marine salt in 
irregular angles, and easily soluble ;* which in a man* 
ner constituted one half of the lixivinm. 

The marine plants which he found upon the edge df 
this lake, were the Nttraria in sfireading bushes, the 
SaUcomia strobilacea and, foliata in an erect state^ 
and the Frankenia hirsuta. On the higher parts of 
the steppe, he observed the Astragalus tragoides and 
alopecuroidesy Ephedra monostachgOj and Axii^fiM 
ceratoides in large bushes, the H^pecoum pendulum^ 
tiie Cheiranthus nitrariusj 9,ni the Ranuncuius faim 
catus. 

On the 8th of May, In the morning, he ipade am 
excursion on horseback farther along the Leddneizkdi 
Yerik, or iee.ditch, a spurious branch of the rivvr 
which runs from the KIgEitsh Into the steppe.' Near 
a place called Ledan^tzkoi PriHtan, where the boatt 
are loaded with salt,^ he found a station of tbie fote«r 
w 
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mentionod cordon, and a guard for the salt works* 
About one hundred fathoms farther into the steppe, 
he observed, in low ground, a large, o?al, saline lake, 
9^ovtt two hundred fatfaoQis in diameter. In this lake 
the salt had begun ta form a loose, granulated incrus- 
tation, which the rain had partly dissolved* 

From Ledanet^oi Osero, or the ice lake, from 
which the abovementioned water takes its name, the 
travellers continued their journey onhorseback about 
three vertts to the N. W. ; and ^fter having passed a 
spurious branch of black, muddy, and fetid water, ia 
stagnating pools, arrived at the B^elye Osera, or 
white salt lakes. These two lakes lie near each 
other, are less than a verst in diameter, and are sepa. 
rated from the fetid water only by a gentle elevation^ 
The lake towards the south is of an oval forjn, and 
about one hundred and sixty fathoms long ; the other, 
which is nearly one hundred and forty fathoms distant .j,jj 
from the former, is, as it were, composed of two ; a 
Knall oviform one, eighty fathoms in length, and a 
larger one, rather winding in a direction from N. W. 
to S. £• and three hundred fathoms long. They are jT 
iconnect^d by a narrow and marshy soil, and even at ;^j 
this early season deposited a common salt. The mal 
fine plants here were found to be similar to those last 
mention<ed. They rode along the before described^*! 
^rm of stagnant water, and after passing near Karr ^5 
Duan, which they had visited the preceding day, dis. 
taat about four versts from the white lakes, returned^ ,^ 
to their quarters. ' .^ ^ 

There are three small salt lakes on a flat isle, inclo. j/ 
sed between the arm of water called Karr Duanskoi,| ^ 
^nd the great Algara, and intersected, by another!, ^'^ 
branch pf water named Yerik Mukhomar, but which ,v^|^ 
I could not visit for want of a boat. Two other lakesl " 
ealledTeplinskye Osera, lie contiguous to each other, ^'^^ 
Vibo^e Mukhomar ; and a third lake is situated below ^, ^ 
that branch. In consequence of the produce of ^^KJr 
these saline lakes, magazines for sajt have been erect*;, ^' 
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ed on the high ground of the small Kobylin Bugor^ 
between the great and the little Algara. 

On his retarn, M. Pallas, found that the Tartar 
^aide, who was to conduct him through the dry steppe, 
had arriTed. Meanwhile he had been informed bjr 
•ome old Kalmuks, that he woold find in this oonntry 
t remarkable monntainous tract, called Arsagar, at 
a considerable distance from the Volga ; and that it 
contained several species of gypsum, and a peculiar 
rock salt called Moril Dabassum: independent of 
botanical researches, in a rocky conntry and soathera 
climate, where he might expect to- find many rare 
plants, his intention was likewise to discover thii 
salt. 

'< The country of the Arsagar," says he, <^ was famU 
liar to my guide, who fprmerly hsui frequent inter, 
course with the Kalmuki, and at present with the 
Kirghis; he consequently knew every noted place on 
the steppe. But instigated by the lieutenant who com* 
manded my escortof Koxaks, and who was unwilling 
to accompany me en such a danger ousjonraey through 
the desert, he would not tell me the truth. After many 
unavailing solicitations, I was at length obliged to 
brave the obstinacy of these people ; and, with a 
compass in my hand, I undertook my jonrney on the 
iteppe against their will. After the vague description 
which had been given me of the environs of Arsagar, 
I demanded a decisive answer, whether they would 
endure thirst as well as myself, or conduct me by the 
Tight way from spring to spring. 

<' 1 then ordered our water vessels to be filled, and 
after dinner began my journey. We first passed two 
•blong lak^s of pure water, in basons formed by na« 
Ihreand then proceeded a short way up the Kigatsh» 
We afterwards passed the saline lake Tzatzek Nor, 
■hd observe4 on its shore a house of worship con*/ 
IbTQcted of wicker work, and a cemetery of the Knn* 
lurian Tartars, on an eminence. We then cam 3 to a 
Ittall bay formed by the Kigatsh, ^ind called Kigat- 
r 2 
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iiieBtiDiiQd €ordon, and a guard for the saltworks^ 
About one hundred fathoms farther into the steppe, 
he observed, in low ground, a large, o|ral, saline lake, 
ahout two hundred fathotos in diameter. In this lak« 
the salt had begun to. forni a loose, granulated incros* 
tation, which the rain had partlj dissolved* 

From Ledanetzkoi Osero, or the ice lake, from 
which the abovementioned water takes itfl name, the 
tmyellers continued their journey onhorseback about 
three verats to the N. W« ; and ^fter having passed a 
spurious branch of black, muddy, and fetid water, la 
itagnating pools, arrived at the Byelyc OserUy o* 
white salt lakes. These two lakes lie near «adi 
other, are less than a verst in diameter, and are «epa«. 
rated from the fetid water only by a gentle elevatioiu 
The lake towards the south is of an oval form, and 
about one hundred and sixty fathoms long; the other, 
which is nearly one hundred and forty fathoms distant 
from the former, is, as it were, composed of two ; a 
small oviform one, eighty fathoms in length, and a 
larger one, xafher winding in a direction from N. W« 
to S. £• and three hundred fathoms long. They ara 
ix>nnecti^d,by a narrow and marshy soil, and even at 
this early season deposited a common salt. The mau 
V^ne plants here were found to be similar to those last 
mentioned. They rode along the before described 
larm of stagnant water, and after passing near Karr 
Duan, which they had visited the preceding day, dis. 
tant about four versis from the white lakes, returned 
to their quarters. 

There are three small salt lakes on a flat isle, inclo. 
sed between the arm of water called Karr Duanskoi 
^nd the great Algara, and intersected, by another 
braoch pf water named Yerik Mukhomar, but which 
I could not visit for want of a boat. Two other lakes 
called Teplinskye Osera, lie contiguous to each other, 
above Mukhomar ; and a third lake is situated below 
that branch. In consequence of the produce of all 
these saline lakes, magazines for sail have been erect* 
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eA on the high ground of the small KobjHa Bugor^ 
between the great and the little Algara. 

On his return^ M. Pallas, found that the Tartar 
goide, who was to conducthim through the dry steppe, 
had arrived. Meanwhile he had been informed bjr 
lome old Kalmnks, that he would find in this oountry 
a remarkable mountainous tract, called Arsagar, at 
a considerable distance from the Volga; and that it 
contained several species of gypsum, and a peculiar 
rock salt called Moril Bdbassum : independent of 
botanical researches, in a rocky country and soathera 
climate, whore he might eapect to- find many rare 
plants, his intention was likewise to discover th)i 
salt. 

'< The country of the Arsagar," says he, <^ was famU 
liar to my guide, who fprmetly hsui freqaent inter, 
course with the Kalmuka, and at present with the 
Kirghis; he consequently knew every noted place on 
the steppe. But instigated by the lieutenant who com* 
manded myescortof Koxaks, and who was unwilling 
to accompany me en such a dangerous journey through 
the desert, he would not tell me the truth. After many 
unavailing solicitations, I was at length obliged to 
brave the obstinacy of these people; and, with a 
compass in my hand, I undertook my journey on tha 
steppe agunst their will. After the vague description 
which had been given me of the environs of Arsagar, 
I demanded a decisive answer, whether they would 
endure thirst as well as myself, or conduct me by the 
right way from spring to spring. 

<' 1 then ordered our water vessels to be filled, and 
after dinner began my journey. We first passed two 
oblong lak^s of pure water, in basons formed by na» 
tureand then proceeded a short way up the Kigatshv 
We afterwards passed the saline lake Tzatzek Nor, 
and observe4 on its shore a house of worship con*/ 
structed of wicker work, and a cemetery of theKun* 
durian Tartars, on an eminence. We then cam 3 to a 
small bay formed by the Kigatsh, ^ind called Kigat- 
f2 
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ius faktUusy Lepidium ruder ale and petfoliaiuwiy 
Scorz0nera lacituaia^ Hyosdamus niger^ Secaie pro* 
stratum and viUosum^ Sisymbrium^ Loeselta^ and 
Sophia^ Asperugoprocumbensy Ltfcopsis vesieariaKad, 
Cynoglossum* Varioas species of Salsolog^ Poiycre^ 
moy jitripiices^ and the namsrous Messerchmidiay 
put forth their buds. 

KrasDoi Yar is built on the bank of the Basan, la 
an island formed by the confluence of that river with 
the Akhtouba and the Algara, another branch of the 
Volga. It is intersected by several small canals ; for 
instance, those of Mayashnoi and Ogorodnoi Yerik. 
Part of this isle is inundated at high water ; and then 
the streets of even the higher parts of the town are 
overflowed. At such times travellers can proceed in 
boats directly to Astrakhan; and by this way the 
distance is only thirty versts, and sometimes even less. 
On the contrary, when the waters are low, and es. 
pecially when the wind blows towards the sea, ^nd 
propels them outwards, travellers are obliged to make 
a considerable drcuit up the Akhtouba, by which 
the voyage is protracted to seventy versts. It Is the 
same in winter, when the tee is broken by the sea. 
ijinds, and thrown up on the other side of the isles : 
besides these inconveniences, a similar circumstance 
happens when the water from the sea inundates them, 
and thus renders the direct road impassable. 

This city is of an oblong form, and intersected by 
a principal street : it contains about three hundred 
houses, a stone church, sufisciently large for the po. 
pulation of the place, and one of wood. The garri. 
son consists of one hundred infantry, whose comman- 
der ranks as a stafi^ ofiicer, and one hundred Kozaks. 
The inhabitants are either morehants or fishermen : 
consequently there is a great wanf of mechanics. 
The wooden fortifications of this place ar# totally de- 
cayed, except two turrets ; and the means of defence 
at present consist of chevaux-de^frise and two open 
batteries. The gardens of the inhabitants are parti« 



tnlztly <Xi}ebn,ted for delicious autumnal pears, cal. 
led DuUy and for their apples, among which are a re. 
markably large species, and another which they call 
Mamutofsk^s yahloki^ or the Boukharian sort. The 
gardens likewise produce a rerj large species of white 
ooioB, which is much esteemed. These fruits and fish^ 
are the only trafKc of the inh ibitants, who convey 
tbem in boats to the market of Astrakhan, whera^ 
they are advantageously sold, so as to produce annu. 
ally from six to eight thousand rubles. 

On the 7th of May the weather was fine, with a 
mild and constant breeze from thC' south-west. Oil 
the morning of that day our party sailed a small way 
up the Busan, and entered the Akhtouba, which 
flows into it; after which they proceeded up that ri- 
ver^ and passed the mouth of the Algara to Krasen- 
naya Prorva, a narrow canal, the dry banks of which 
were covered with beautiful willows and poplars. 
From this place they continued their course to tha 
vast lake of Tshemoi Ilmeen, which extends farther 
than the eye can reach, though its depth in na part 
exceeds three ells. They sailed over this lake princi. 
pally N« ^. and E. till they entered the Karduvanka^ 
and thence passed into the Kigatsh, which flows along « 
the more elevated opposite liteppe, and forms the east, 
erly arm of ^the Volga. On landing near Student, 
aova Vataga, a rendezvous of fishermen on an isle of 
the Kigatsh, they found the horses ordered for them, 
and -OB escort of Kozaks appointed to conduct them 
to the steppe, near the advanced post ofKapitanskoi| 
a place belonging to the cordon lately established. 

This military cordon has been organized we aro 
told to act against the* Ktrghls. Hordes of those ban* 
ditti in winter prowl as far as the Volga, along the 
shores of the Caspian Sea, and to the sandy desert of 
Naryn, whe^e they commit numerous petty deprc 
dations. The Kozaks also patrol for the security of 
the fisheries, and solitary farms along the shores, oi^ 
aft thf isl«s ^f tk# rfrer : they are strongly reinforced 
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in winter hy Kalmnks^ when the JUrgMt are ap«. 
proaching, or retiring. 

At each post eight Or ten Kosaks, with a Desiu 
trick, are stationed ; and iseinforced in winter with 
ten or twelve Kalmuks. At the greateiit diataaoes, 
for instance, towards the sea, near Krasnoi Yar, Se- 
litrenoigorodokn near the Akhtouba, abote Mank. 
hali, and near Kurkina Balka, there is also a corps' 
de reserve of twenty or thirty Koza4s, and aixtj 
Kalmuks, commanded by a Koaak officer, luid ready 
to assi&t the centinels on any emergency. At Volo- 
dimeroi^ka there are twenty infiantry stationed^ with 
a small tr^in of artillery : and there are an officer and 
forty imperial dragoons of Astrakhan stationed at 
each of the posts of Kraanoi Yar, Bereket, and Sai« 
tovka. 

Karduanskoi Ilmen, where our travellers kinded, 
and near which they rested during the night, is a bay 
or lake, into which tibe Kigatsh flows, and whence it 
again issues. A guard is stationed on the shore of 
this bay, on account of the salt lake in the steppe 
called Karr Duan^ a compound word of the Tartars 
from Karr J which signifies snow, and DuasL, thaw ; 
and the place has received this appellation because 
the snow soon dissolves on the high sandy steppe. 

The salt lake of this place does not contain a pnre 
sea-salt, but deposits a sediment, which consists of an 
intermixture of common and Fpsom salt It ia made 
by a contract with the a.pothecaries of Astrakbaa, 
who prepare from it, for all the Russian dmgglats* 
shops, what is called Sal Astrakhanunse. and magnfr^ 
Sia. T|)i$lake is above half a verst distant, £. S* £• 
from the bank of the Volga. It lies beyond the ele- 
vation of a flat stqppe, and appears, as it were^ iiu 
closed in a bason formed by ;the fradnalrdedlivUy of 
the surrounding parts of the desert. This very amootU 
«nd shallow lake is not move than 4kn arshiae deep, 
andtheateppe rises about a fathom higher than its 
surface. Itis.oUos|^ 4uid eslMidB iift » iMrpntias 
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f^nn, being abovfc four hundred ftitboiiM in Imigtli 
from S. EL to N. W. ; bat scarcely sixty fathoms 
broad. From the S. £. border of this lake, a narroiT 
valley;, sttnated somewhat higher, extends in a wesl» 
ern ctirection for twenty.five fathoms^ when it grows 
wider, and dedines into a saline mafsh, about seventy 
fathoms from E. to W. ; and with certain winds it is 
innndated with the salt water of the lake. This sa« 
iine marsh, as well as that of the kike, is like the 
black, hepatic, and fetid mire asu^lly found in alt 
cslt poc»ls. In dry summer weather there is an in* 
crnstatioo of salt and sand formed of different degrees 
of thickness, the upper part of which is sea«salt, and 
under it a kind of Epsom salt ; both are imperfectly 
crystallised. ^ This phenomenon, M. Pallas thinks, 
may. perhaps be attributed to the premature predpi. 
tation of the Epsom salt, which more readily assumes 
the crystaline form. In ^consequence of the consi* 
derable quantity of the late rains, the salt which had 
been crystalised nearly was for the greatest part again 
dissolved at the period he examined it. At the bottom 
of the lake, be found a stratum of loose marine salt in 
irregular angles, and easily soluble ;» which in a man* 
ner constituted one half of the lixivium. 

The marine plants which he found upon the edge df 
this lake, were the Nitraria in sftreading bushes, tho 
Salicomia sirobilacea and foUata in an erect state^ 
and the Frankenia hirsuta. On the higher parts of 
the steppe, he observed the Astragalus tragoides and 
ahpecuroidesy Ephedra monostaclmfa^ and Axtftik 
certUoides in large bushes, the ti^pecoum pendulum^ 
the Chetranthus ntYrartW, andT the Ranunculus f aim 
catus. 

On the 8th of May, in tbe morning, he qaade an 
excursion on horseback farther along the Leddnettkai 
Yerik^ or iccditch, a spurious branch of the riTW 
which runs from the Kigatsh into the steppe.' Near 
a place called L^an^tzkoi Prii^n, where the boatt 
are loaded with sait^ he fonnd a station (rfthe f6re«r 
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mentioiied cordon, and a guard for the saltworks^ 
About one hundred fathoms farther into the steppe, 
he observed, in low ground, a large, o?al, saline lake, 
abottt two hundred fathoms in diameter. In this lak« 
the salt had begun ta form a loose, granulated incrns* 
tation, which the rain had partly dissolved* 

From Ledanetzkoi Osero, or the ice lake, from 
which the abovementioned water takes it« name, the 
travellers continued their journey onhorseback about 
three verats to the N. W« ; and after having passed a 
spurious branch of black, muddy, and fetid water, ia 
itagnating pools, arrived at the Byelyc OserUy ov 
white salt lakes. These two lakes lie near each 
other, are }ess than a verst in diameter, and are «epa» 
rated from the fetid water only by a gentle elevation* 
The lake towards the south is of an oval form, and 
about one hundred and sixty fathoms long; the other, 
which is nearly one hundred and forty fathoms distant 
from the former, is, as it were, compoeed of two ; a 
small oviform one, eighty fathoms in length, and a 
larger one, ca^her winding in a direction from N. W« 
^o S. £• and three hundred fathoms long. They ara 
jconnectikliby a narrow and marshy soil, and even at 
this early season deposited a common salt. The ma* 
1E|ne plants here were found to be similar to those last 
mentioned. They rode along the before described 
^rm of stagnant water, and after passing near Karr 
Duan, which they had visited the preceding day, dis. 
tapt about four versis from the white lakes, returned 
to their quarters. 

There are three small salt lakes on a flat isle, inclo* 
sed between the arm of water called Karr Duanskoi 
^od the great Algara, and intersected by another 
branch pf water named Yerik Mukhomar, but which 
I could not visit for want of a boat. Two other lakes 
called Teplinskye Osera, lie contiguous to each other, 
above Mukhomar ; and a third lake is situated below 
that branch. In consequence of the produce of all 
these saline lakes, magazines for sajt have been erect* 
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ed on the high ground of the small Kobylin Bagoi^^ 
between the great and the little Algara. 

On his return, M. Pallas, found that the Tartar 
^aide, who was to conducthim through the dry steppe, 
had arrived. Meanwhile he had been informed bjr 
some old Kalmnks, that he would find inthtsoonntry 
a remarkable mountainous tract, called Arsagar, at 
a considerable distance from the Volga ; and that it 
contained sereral species of gjpsnm, and a peculiar 
rock salt called Moril Dabassum : independent of 
botanical researches, in a rocky country and southern 
climate^ where he might expect to- find many rare 
plants, his intention was likewise to discover th)i 
salt. 

'< The country of the Arsagar," says he, <^ was fami* 
liar to my guide, who fprmetly had freqaent inter, 
course with the Kalmuka, and at present with the 
Kirghis; he consequently knew every noted place on 
the steppe. But instigated by the lieutenant who com* 
manded my escort~^of Koxaks, and who was unwilling 
to accompany me en such a danger ousjonraey through 
the desert, he would not tell me the truth. After many 
unavailing solicitations, I was at length obliged to 
brave the obstinacy of these people; and, with a 
compass in my hand, I undertook my jonrney on the 
steppe against their will. After the vague description 
which had been given me of the environs of Arsagar, 
I demanded a decisive answer, whether they would 
endqre thirst as well as myself, or conduct me by the 
right way from spring to spring. 

<' 1 then ordered our water vessels to be filled, and 
after dinner began my journey. We first passed two 
oblong lak^s of pure water, in basons formed by na» 
tnreand then proceeded a short way up the Kigatsh» 
We afterwards passed the saline lake Tzatzek Nor, 
and observe4 on its shore a house of worship con*/ 
strncted of wicker work, and a cemetery of the Kun* 
durian Tartars, on an eminence. We then cam 3 to a 
small bay formed by the Kigatsh, ^ind called Kigat- 
f2 
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xkoe Ilraen; and thenee tt^yelled to another detached 
hay^ called Temahn Nor, or lake of the camels 2 
where a party of troops is commonly stationed. Af- 
ter the horses had been watered, we trayelled direct. 
)y N. E. into -the steppe, which gradually rises, and 
«ioon becomes more sandy. Proceeding four or fiye 
versts farther, we arrired at a long, dry, salt marsh, 
which extends in a N. E. direction ; an old Kalmnk 
toad runs along this marsh, and joins the patrol road 
of Temahn norskoi'Karaul. In the neighbouring 
sand hills, deep wells had been sunk, and we observ- 
ed Hha/t the sand thrown up was intermingled with 

'^ After a march of an hour and a quarter, we ob* 
f erred on our right, two small oblong salt lakes, 
which were separated by an eminence. These lakes 
at this time contained a small portion of marine salt, 
yet in spring their waters are not uniit for the use of 
Seattle, They resembled the flat basons of the higher 
•teppe : and nearly all the salt pits or saline lakes of 
Als low country were of a similar appearance. A 
ii4}tie ferther on, we found another salt pit, in a di. 
rectloft from east to west. Twenty four computed 
rersis from the Volga I pitched my tent for the night, 
•Q a sandy soil, near two old ditches ; and Immcdi^ 
MteTy ordered an attempt to be made to obtain water* 
After sinking a well to the depth of a fathom and a 
half, we discovered wet sand, mixed with particles of 
lelenite, in the form of lentils ; soon after we found 
water, of a brackish, bitter taste, which frustrated 
our attempt. The horses were obliged to be satis. 
ied with ijie dew of the night, as their only drink ; 
imd, at the dawn of day, I ordered a trusty soldier 
»n horseback, accompanied by a Kozak, and onr 
f uide, to set out for the first sandy hillocks of SMon 
Mwrai ; with a riew to seek for fresh water, and to 
purify the wells, which I was certain could not bo 
far distant. 

^^ Oo the 9th of May, we continued without watef 
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till one o'clock in the afternoon, when oar messen* 
gers returned and1>roa||;ht us good news, to the great 
dIsappointmeDt of the commandant of my escort. 
During these transactions, the escort was reliefed by" 
another detachment of Kozaks, commanded by a lien. 
tenant who belonged to the garrison of Saritovka^ 
and I then found my self disengaged from an obstiiiat« 
and useless conductor. My new guide, Mr. Groin* 
bief, was a reasonable, modest man, and a lorer ot 
order ; he behaved with the greatest politeness and 
attention during the remainder of my journey orer 
this inhospitable region, through which he had him* 
self many times trayelled. When we were informed 
that good springs had been dtscoirered at Saltan Mif. 
rat, we travelled ezpedltionsly theiwenty-eightTersta 
to that place, where we found the watet already pu. 
rtfied. The steppe continued nneven, and contained 
dry, circular salt pits, till we arrived at a lower plain^ 
richly corered with grass, intersected by pits, and di« 
tersified with sand banks, where, properly speaking, 
the country of Saltan Murat begins. 

^^ In the course of my travels I haire met with few 
eonntries of so uniform an appearance as the steppe 
over which I passed in these low regions of the Vol- 
ga, towards the east and west. It was almost desti. 
tute of Tegetable productions, «Leapt a few peculiar 
and rare plants On all sandy parts of the steppe, tht 
plants are different from those widch grow on a clay, 
soil, or on dry and saline plains ; and the latter are 
the most naked and wretched spots in the wIm^s 
empire. 

<< The springs beside Saltan Murat, where we passed 
the night, ^ad been found in the cavity of a saad 
bahk. My people discoTored two other springs, a| 
the depth of four arshines, whence eicellent water 
flowed in abundance ; so that being favoured with m 
gentle eastern breeze, which had prevailed for two 
days, and ushered in mild spring weather^ we passed a 
rS. • 
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veiy agreeable night here, and were' enterlaincd by 
jtfae notes of the lark. On the sandy hillocks which 
prodoced the reed, and bushy Artemisa^ I observed 
the biting Laeerta m^tacasa, and a pretty litile lU 
^rd^ somewhat similar to the foremen tioned animal, 
but wttho»t whiskers, afid which, when alarmed, rolls 
^8 tail npon ks back. I likewise saw various and nu- 
merous insects. 

<^ On the 10th of May, I resolyed to leave the great- 
^t part of my escort near these excellent springs, and 
proceed farther into the steppe, accompanied by my 
fiesigner M. Geisler, the student of Pharmacy, my 
^ide^ and two Kozaks ; in order that, if we should 
happen to be distressed for water,^ we might be 
fible to send for a new supply. 

^^ My goide iMMitinued to advance towards the east, 
)tia direct line, to which these peopleareso well accns. 
tomed. W^ observed in different places some small 
salt pits^ and several pools, partly filled with drifted 
sand Und overgrowQ? on a hilly and verdant steppe, in« 
terspersed with a variety of sand banks, and produce 
live of herbs, among which were, a little wormwood, 
^ad seme yellow milfoil. After having travelled 
about seven versts, the steppe became level, and we 
found pn its sandy soil several large tufts of the Iri9 
jundfolia in blossom. Six or seven versts farther 
the steppe agala has a waye-like surface, with several 
ffty salt pits, and one containing salt water. 

^^ After travelting an hour, or six versts, farther, we 
prnved at some hillocks of a sandy and firm clay, 
which my gnide called SaasHk^Shoogot The p&nta 
jgrowtng here indicated the dry, sterile, and.argilla« 
ieous apil en whi^h ihey commonly thrive. The jtn0m 
^usii ftjplk^lla^ in particnlar, was \^ry small and 
eveeping ; tine others, as the Artemisia contra^ and 
|Piar«r^in«, and the Ephedra^ were abundant and fiou- 
^sbing. Besides these we saw that enormous large 
^lant the rhubarb of the steppe, or Rheumy Caspium 
irl^ph also embellishes this barren region. The mo« 
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&Mr root of this plant was ia many places as thick as 
a man's arm, and each of the three leaves which grow 
dose to the ground, was frequently upwards of an 
arshiae and three quarters in diameter, and four ar« 
shines or upwarcls in. circomference. Among theso 
inflated and much wrinkled leaves, which are similar 
to those of the white curled Savoy cabbage, the Colum 
her Beru8 was frequently concealed ; we also found 
here the caterpillar PhaUgna aulica in great numbers* 
The Ulva NostoCj and the Lichen Urrestris were na« 
nerotts in these regions* 

'^ We left these gently .rising hillocks on ovr right. 
On the snmmit oif the £rst, there is a sepulchral 
mouot, overgrown with several old and large plants 
of Rhubarb, and surrounded by a trench. The hiU 
locks are environed by salt pits, but beyond them the 
sandy steppe is interspersed with a few dwarf shrnbf 
of Tamarisk, with very short catkins; and the Eph$^ 
dra monosiachyoy which was nut yet fulLblown^ 
grew here in great abundance. About tvn versts 
from the above mentioned hillocks we arrived at a 
sand bank, from which issued several good springs 
that had probably been purided or deaf sed by the 
Kurghis, at their departure from this country, ia tho 
present year. We resolred to pass the night at this 
place, where the Torloc, or FaUasiaj was very cdRi« 
moB. The cavities between these hillocks served in 
winter as places of shelter for the camels and sheepi 
IMid were nearly filled with the. dung of those ani^ 
mala. On the pastnre ground we found in abondaooa 
the Scarabaus Amman. Towards the N. £.,. bot at 
a great distance, we descried several large sand hiHa^ 
which pnobahiy belong to the chain of Naryny or 
Rynpeski. Tbsee other hUlodks, which my gioide 
called Aig/jr Shoeg^ij were situated to the S. S. £. ; 
and those ^bich prodnoa therhttlMirbaforemeiitioii«d» 
were to the S. S». W. 

^< On the lltb of Ma^, in th« morning^ we set out 
with a mildeast wwd ; hot onr gundi pescelviiii^ that 
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we tra?»Hed too far towards the east, we changed our 
route, and proceeded more to the N. W. The steppe 
became progressively more mountainous, and at dif.. 
ferent places we obseryed salt pits unconnected with 
each other. The surface of the soil was covered with 
a rariety of grasses : the country in general appeared 
to rise, and presented an enintei^es ting -uniformity of 
•urface. At the distance of twenty-four ver&ts th« 
tteppe becai)ne still more hilly, and had numerous 
deep pits, like covered wells, but too large to be con- 
sidered as such. We travelled ten versts farther 
through this risfng, uneven country, when we snd. 
denly came in sight of a vast barren plain, and 
at the distance of about a verstand a half we observed 
several white hillocks of gypsum. 

^' The soil of the tract over which we travelled in a 
•outhern direction to these hillocks, was unlike that 
which we formerly met with ; being a mixture of 
marly gyj^sum and white clay, which produced seve- 
ral rare plants of a different species from any I 
had before observed in the course of my jdur- 
ney. 

^' Although the atmosphere was cooled and agitated 
by the wind, we felt aii insupportable heat on ap. 
fy^aching the hillocks of gypsum ; a remark which f 
had before made in all my botanical excursions to 
these places, even when there was but little sunshine. 
The refraction of the solar rays ^fi^oWf a. white soil, 
and the numerous hollow and spcm^ Effaces which 
concentrate and increase the Mat, atid with which 
this country abounds, appear to be the cause of thii 
phenomenon. 

** On myiirrival, m3^ first care was to procure water^ 
whicfi is uncommonly scared in this selenitic, and, in 
many respects, remarkable country. I ordered my 
vguide after hehad discovered the springs, to take the 
direct road to Our people whom we had left near Sal- 
tan Murat, and conduct them to us.--^Both objects 
were accomplished agreeably to my wishes. 
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<^ After afattgaing daj, wtiich, notwithstanding the 
beat, I employed in surTeying the selenitic hillocks, 
with<Hit resting a mement, and being encouraged by 
the discovery of new and beautiful plants, I pitched 
my lent for the night, near the purified spring about 
Ire Tersts westward of those hilloclcs. In the course 
of the evcniftg the wind changed to the Ni W. and 
brought on a little rain. On the Hth the sky clear* ' 
«dup, and we had some sunshine; the wind, how- 
ever, shifted to the N. E. On the 13th, in the morn, 
ing, there was more rain, and a cloi|dy atmosphere. 
In the afternoon of the same day our people, whom 
we hadleft at the springs of Khonggor, arrived; and 
I employed this and the following day in col- 
letting i^ts, examining all the hillocks of gypsum^ 
and salt pita in the yicinity of this place. ^ 

<' Arsagar, or, as the Tartars call it, Ak^kaia^ or 
the white city, stands on a gently sloping height, which 
rises gradually for several Tersts; it is about eight 
▼ersts in circumference, and nearly OTal. The decli. 
vity of this eleTation is a sandy steppe, covered with 
verdure, except on its northern side, where the soil 
is more saline and argillaceous. When our travellen 
approached these hillocks of gypsum, which did not 
atrikethe eye till they came close to them, because of 
their extreme steepness, as well as the inner surface 
of their basis being arched, they observed several sink* 
ings of the earth, and pits which usually presented 
rocks of gypsum, and sometimes gulphs and clefts. 
In every direction they remarked spots which prodn* 
ced scarcely any plant but the variegated Lichen ; 
and the soil of these spots consisted of a hollow 
tonnding gypsnm. Even the base, around which 
cliffs of this'fossil were scattered on the southern side, 
generally presented a clayey surface, mixed with gyp- 
sum, and overgrown with moss. On the northern 
and inner parts between the hillocks, the soil is 
sandy, and produces good grass. The sonthern bi^se 
beforementioned has several very considerable cavi- 
ties, some of which are dreadful perpendicular 
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jgulpht, and othei:8 rnn obliquely : in thele4:ter a 89«» 
Bd alali^aster is occasionally found. This oval and 
somewhat obtuse summit of the eminence, which Is 
Surrounded by about fifty cliffs of gypsum of different 
sizes, is fire or six rersts in diameter, and runs in a 
longitudinal diFe€tion from north jto south. The mid. 
die of this eminence, is overgrown with the Stipa 
junceOy and the Ax^ris ceratoides with a high stem ; 
and I also remarked, at different intervals,- several 
sinkings of the earthy one of which appeared to have 
lately taken place., and exhibited a thick stratum of 
sand, around the edge of the gulph. 

^^ Among the selenitic hillocks of Arsagar,'' conti. 
nues M. Pallas, ^^ I met with sope of a larger, more 
elevated, and partly oblong form, which are a different 
kind of mountain. One of these is situated N. £• 
' at the extremity of the whole ridge, and the other at 
the W. N. W. The first 14 the highest and most 
considerable, being nearly two hundred fathoms ia 
lengthy and rather steep. It has on its sua»mits two 
large and two small knolls, the latter of which li^ be* 
tween the former, and resemble the sepulchrals hil- 
locks. This ridge extends from N. N. W. to E. S. E. 
and t6e knolls are in the same direction. The figure 
•of the mountain, independent of the hillocks on its 
top, is an oval spheroid, which rests on another ob» 
long, though more even base. This extensive base^ 
and the mountain itself, as far as the highest eastern: 
knoll, are covered with small, black and white lenti- 
cular pebbles, which must have assumed that form 
under water. On the summit of the ridge, I fonnd 
the bivalve shells of the Caspian Sea, in a good state 
of preservation ; a proof that the waters of the sea 
formerly covered the other selenitic rocks, as well as 
this eminence that rises from twelve to thirteen fa» 
thorns above its base. 

'' From the summit of this ridge we beheld the saline 
tract towards the north, and the whole group of se* 
lenetic hillocks and cliffs. Several elevations appeared 
in the north-east region, on t]ie extremity of Uie level 
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F, and were separated hj» an extensire plain. 
Some heights intervBoed, partly iu 9n eastern and 
partly in a direction towards the north-east. Tho 
whol^ number amounted to nineteen hills, besides 
twenty-ijiine of a smaller siie, which we observed be* 
tween the S. £• and S. S. W. scattered at a consider- 
ate distance from each other. 

<' On the top of this monntainoas ridge, I found a 
law, Yariegat^d dafbdil, with broad leaves, winged 
capsules, and a plurality of ilowers, bat which were 
faded; the bulbous roots of this plant, which I pre- 
ferred, did not produce flowers: this drenmstaaoe I 
the more regretted,, as I had nerer before met with it^ 
and as it was indisputably a non^descript. 
^ ^ ^ Another snialler ridge, at the distanee of half a verst 
westward, eridently contains alternate layers of clay 
and gypsum. But the oblong hillock, situated be« 
tween the two before described, is more rentark- 
able^ as on its very summit the Kalmuks hate sunl( 
two shSLfts to discover lamellated selenite, or Giadew 
Mariasy with which they whiten sheep-skins. On the 
top of this eminence, they hare piled vp several fiat 
stores, intended as a mark to the miner. The moun* 
tain consists of a soft gypsum, interspersed with large 
plates of lamellated selenite, often several spans thick. 
I^ side presents irregular boriaontal lajrers, which in 
some places are of a wavelike form, and in others there 
appear broken strata of a solid grey»edged alabaster, in 
plates from half an inch or Jess, to two inches and up- 
wards in thickness. The thicker layers are white, with 
parallel grey lines^ striped at unequal distances : the 
thinner strata are grey, with dark parallel lines ; but 
the former only are susceptible of a polish lik^ marble* 

^' The springs of Khonggor, near which we pitched 
our tents for so^e days, lie towards the west, about 
five versts from Arsagar, beyond an open steppe, in 
a verdant and nearly circular spot which surrounds 
an oval sand-bank, overgrown with reedsl Two deep 
pits, and scTtral shallovTones, had been dug in the 
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lawer and more western part of the ground ; but ihef 
were filled with sand, so that we were obliged to sink 
two others, nearly two fatiiomsdeep, to obtain waterA 
These springs first afforded sweet and agreeable water, 
but in less than twenty.fbar hours it became impreg* 
nated with a digestiTe and Epsom salt, and a small 
quantity of selenite, similar toniedicinal springs snper* 
satnratod with alkali. Hence we coiild not quench 
our thirst with this water, as it had a debiUtatin|p 
effeat, im proportion to th^ quantity we drank. 

^^ On proceeding in a straight line from Ars^gar to 
Tshaipt^atshi^'we passed numberless salt marshes and 
saline pfaiias: the springs of Khonggor were in the 
western tract of sand, which extends from the vicinity 
of Tshemoyarsk as far as Saltan Murat, and its par- 
ticular parts are distinguished by difl^rent names : this 
chain of sand-hiUs is connected by a sandy steppe. 

'' On the 15th of May, our party left the springs of 
Khonggor; their guide was of opinion that they 
ought to quit the saline tract, and direct their' march 
W. N. W. towards the western sandy district, in or- 
der to advance on the direct road to Tshaptshatshi, 
and thus be certain of a supply of water, 

<^ The sandy steppe at first presented smalt valleys in 
different situations, extending generally from west to 
east, and richly covered with verdure, interspersed 
with many rare and beautiful plants. We^ expected 
to find water in the low grounds, but the appearanca 
of the ScUsola pro strata and the ^rey sea.^ wormwood 
only afforded hopes of brackish springs.'' 

After a journey of several vers ts, they allowed 
their horses to rest, and afterwards continued their 
route at a slow pace, on account of the almost insup- 
portable heat; and^after travelling about four versts 
farther, over several oblong sand.banks, {hey arrived 
at a saod^hiil^ which commanded an extensive pros- 
pect ^ 

On acconnt of th6 excellent spring which nature 
had placed on thovery snmmit, they recognised it to 
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be tbat remarkable kill called by the Kalmnks Ta$sm 
ken. Between this and the country of Saltan Mural 
is an extensiTe and bigk aandj loil, known by the 
luune of Mukhor; and towards the north a succes* 
sion of sand.hill8, called Bayatm and Soonkhuduk ; 
the hillock of Tasskcnn stands isolated on the plain, 
u several fathoms high, and has on its summit a circu* 
lar cavity, three fathoms deep, which contains a well 
of foor arshiues perpendicular, where they found 
excellent spring water almost an i^rshine deep: the 
pleasure they experienced on making this discovery 
may be eai»ily imagined* The reed Nepeta graveolenf 
and wild hemp grew abundantly on the sides of tfaiia 
cavity. 

On the 16th, in the morning, the travellers contU 
uued their journey mostly towards the N. W. and 
N. N. W. over a level steppe, for about ten versts, 
when tjiey arrived at sonrc small elevations, from 
which they could descry on the right a long extent of 
saad.hills : these appeared to be the southern conti* 
nuation of the sandy tract of Naryn, and induced them 
to conclude that they still travelled too far eastward. 
They had scarcely turned towards the west, when 
they arrived on an argillaceous barren steppe, and 
immediately discovered plants of a kind difi'erent from 
those of sandy regions ; such as the sea^wormwood, 
Ceniaurea salmanticay and Astragalui pkysodes ; and 
after travelling about ten versts over Uiis steppe, 
reached the upper road of the caravans of Orenburg, 
which Dr. Pallas formerly aoticed in his travels during 
the year 1772. 

As their bread was almost consumed, and as Dr. Pal- 
las was desirous of revisiting the country of Tshapt. 
shatshi, on account of its plants, • a Kozak was dis* 
patched with letters to Yenataevka, to procure the 
necessary provisions. He left the greatest part of hie 
escort at the encampment, and proceeded on the 16th 
to Tahaptshatahiy wboro ^ proposed to stay a nighty 
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we travilled too far towards tiieeast, we changed our 
route, and proceeded more to the N. W. The steppe 
became progressively more mountainous, and at dif^ 
ferent places we obserred salt pits unconnected with 
each other. The surface of the soil was covered with 
a variety *of grasses : the country in general appeared 
to rise, and presented an u n in tei'es ting -uniformity of 
■arface. At the distance of twenty. four verats tha 
steppe became still more hilly, and had numerous 
deep pits, like covered wells, but too large to be con- 
sidered as such. We travelled ten versts farther 
through this rising, uneven country, when we sud. 
denly came in sight of a vast barren plain, and 
at the distance of about a verstand a half we observed 
several white hillocks of gypsum. 

*' The soil of the tract over which we travelled in a 
southern direction to these hillocks, was unlike that 
which we formerly met with ; being a mixture of 
marly gy]({sum and white clay, which produced seve* 
ral rare plants of a different species from any I 
had before observed in the course of my jdur. 
ney. 

^' Although the atmosphere was cooled and agitated 
by the wind, we felt aii insupportable heat on ap« 
fj^achtng the hillocks of gypsum ; a remark which I 
had before made in all my botanical excursions to 
these places, even when there was butUttle sunshine. 
The refraction of the solar rays fi^cmr a white soil, 
and the numerous hollow 9Ad spongy stiifaces which 
concentrate and increase the btat, and with which 
this country abounds, appear to be the cause of this 
phenomenon* 

*< On my arrival, m3^ first care was to procure water, 
whicfi is uncomfmonly scarce in this selenitic, and, in 
many respects, remarkable country. I ordered my 
^guide after he had discovered the springs, to take the 
direct road to our people whom we had left near Sal- 
tan Murat, and conduct them to us.— 'Both objects 
were accomplished agreeably to my wishes. 
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'^ Afler afatigaing day, which, iiotwithstaodhigtlie 
heat, I employed in surTeyififf the selenitic hillocks, 
withciat resting a memetit, ana being encouraged by 
Hie discovery of new and beautiful plants, I pitched 
my tent for the night, near the purified springs about 
ire Tcrsts westward of those hillocks. In the course 
of the evening the wind changed to the N. W. and 
brought on a Ittdc rain. On the 12th the sky clear* ' 
edup, and we had some sunshine; the wind, faow- 
erer, shifted to the N. E. On the ISth, in the morn- 
ing, there was more rain, and a doqdy atmosphere. 
In tlie afternoon of the same day our people, whom 
we bad-left at the springs of Khonggor, arrived; and 
I employed this and the following day in col. 
lecting plaats, examining all the hillocks of gypsum^ 
and salt pits in the vicinity of this place. ^ 

*^ Arsagar, or, as the Tartars call it, Jk^kada^ or 
the white city, stands on a gently i9iophig height, which 
rises gradually for several versts ; it is about eight 
versts In circumference, and nearly oval. The decli- 
vity of this elevation is a sandy steppe, covered with 
verdura, except on its northern side, where the soil 
is more saline and argillaceous. When our travellen 
approached these hillocks of gypsum, which did not 
strike the eye till they came close to them, because jof 
their extreme steepness, as well as the inner surface 
of their basis being arched, they observed several sink* 
ings of the earth, and pits which usually presented 
rocks of gypsum, and sometimes gulphs and clefts. 
In every direction they remarked spots which produ« 
ced scarcely any plant but the variegated Lichen ; 
and the soil of these spots consisted of a hollow 
sonnding gypsam. £ven the hase, around which 
cliffs of this*fossil were scattered on the southern side, 
gMierally presented a clayey surface, mixed with gyp- 
sum, and overgrown with moss. On the northern 
and inner parts between the hillocks, the soil is 
sandy, and produces good grass. The southern In^se 
beforementioned has several very considerable cavi. 
ties, some of which are dreadful perpendicular 
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f ulpht, and others rnu obliquely : in thelfttter a 89* 
lid alal]Ka8ter is occasionally found. This oval and 
■omewhat obtuse summit of the eminence^ which in 
Surrounded by about fifty cliffs of gypsum of different 
sizes, is fire or six rersts in diameter, and runs in a 
longitudinal direction from north to south. The mid. 
die df this eminence, is overgrown with the Stipa 
junc9a^ and the Ajyris ceratoides with a high stem ; 
and I also remarked, at different intervals,* several 
8inking« of the earth, <Hie of which appeared to have 
lately taken place, and exhibited a thick stratum of 
sand, around the edge of the gulph. 

^^ Amoilg the selenitic hillocks of.Arsagar,'' conti. 
nues *M. Pallas, '^ I met with dope of a larger, more 
elevated, and partly oblong form, which are a different 
kind of mountain. One of these is situated N. £• 
at the extremity of the whole ridge, and the other at 
the W. N. W. The first is the highest and most 
considerable, being nearly two hundred fathoms in 
length, and rather steep. It has on its summits two 
large and two small knolls, the latter of which lie be* 
tween the former, and resemble the sepulchrals hil- 
locks. This ridge extends from N. N. W. to E. S* E. 
and t&e knolls are in the same direction. The figure 
•of the mountain, independent of the hillocks on its 
top, is an oval spheroid, which rests on another ob» 
long, though more even base. This extensive base^ 
and the mountain itself, as far as the highest eastern: 
knoll, are covered with small, black and white lenti* 
cular pebbles, which must have assumed that form 
under water. On the summit of the ridge, I foond 
the bivalve shells of the Caspian Sea, in a good state 
of preservation ; a proof that the waters of the sea 
formerly covered the other selenitic rocks, as well as 
this eminence that rises from twelve to thirteen fa» 
thorns above its base. 

^^ From the summit of this ridge we beheld the saline 
tr|ct towards the north, and the whole group of se* 
lenetic hillocks and cliffs. Several elevations appeared 
in the north-east region, on t]ie extremity of the level 
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tteppe, and were separated hy an extensire plain. 
Some heights intervened, partly in 9n eastern and 
partJj in a direction towards the north-east. Th0 
irhol^ number amounted to nineteen hills, besides 
twenty.nine of a smaller sise, which we observed be. 
tween the S. E. and S. S. W. scattered at a consider- 
^le distance from each other. 

<' On the top of this monntainoas ridge, I found a 
law, variegated dafbdil, with broad leaves, winged 
capsules, and a plurality of ilewers, bat which were 
faded ; the bulbous roots of this plant, which I pre- 
ferred, did not produce flowers: this dreomstaiiee I 
the more regretted^as I had nerer before met with it^ 
and as it was indisputably a non^descrlpt. 
^ ^^ Another snfaller ridge, at the distaneeof half averst 
westward, eridently contains alternate layers of clay 
and gypsum. But the oblong hillock, situated be* 
tween the two before described, is more rentairtt. 
able, as on its rery summit the Kalmuks have suni( 
two shatts to discorer lamellated selenite, or Giadew 
Manasy with which they whiten sheep-skins. On the 
top of this eminence, they have piled up several fiat 
stores, intended as a mark to the miner. The moon, 
tain consists of a soft gypsum, interspersed with large 
plates of lamellated selenite, often several spans thick. 
I^ side presents irregular horiaontal lajrers, which in 
some places are of a wavelike form, and in others there 
appear broken strata of a solid grey»edged alabaster, in 
plates from half an inch or Jess, to two inches and up- 
wards in thickness. The thicker layers are white, with 
parallel grey lines^ striped at unequal distances : the 
thinner strata are grey, with dark parallel lines ; but 
the former only are susceptible of a polish like marble* 

^' The springs of Khonggor, near which we pitched 
our tents for so^e days, lie towards the west, about 
five versts from Arsagar, beyond an open steppe, in 
a verdant and nearly circular spot which surrounds 
as oval sand-bank, overgrown with reeds^ Two deep 
pits, and several shaUovTones, had been dug in the 
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lawer and more western part of the ground ; but ihef 
were filled with sand, so tbat we were obliged to sink 
two others, nearly two fathoms deep, to obtain water. \ 
These springs first afforded sweet and agreeable water^ 
bnt in less than twenty.foar hours it became ioipreg* 
nated with a digestive and Epsom salt, and' a small 
quantity of selenite, similar to medicinal springs super* 
saturated with alkali, iience we coiild not quench 
our thirst with this water, as it had a debilitatinfp 
effeat, iar proportion to th^ quantity we drank. 

^^ On proceeding in a straight line from Arsagar to 
Tshaipt^atshij'We passed numberless salt marshes and 
saline .phuss: the springs of Khonggor were in the 
western tract of sand, which extends from the vicinity 
of Tshemoyarsk as far as Saltan Murat, and its par- 
ticular parts are distinguished by different names : this 
chain of sand. hills is connected by a sandy steppe. 

" On the 15th of May, our party left the springs of 
Khonggor; their guide was of opinion that they 
ought to quit the saline tract, and direct their march 
W. N.'W. towards the western sandy district, in or. 
der to advance on the direct road to Tshaptshatshi, 
and thus be certain of a stipply of water. 

<^ The sandy steppe at first presented small valleys in 
different situations, extending generally from west to 
east, and richly covered with verdure, interspersed 
with many rare and beautiful plants. We^ expected 
to find wat»r in the low grounds, but the appearance 
of the Salsola prostrata and the ^rey sea^-wormwood 
only afforded hopes of brackish springs. '' 

After a journey of several versts, they allowed 
their horses to rest, and afterwards continued their 
route at a slow pace, on account of the almost insup- 
portable heat; and^sifter travelling about four versts 
farther, over several oblong sand-banks, {hey arrived 
at a saod^hill^ which commanded an extensive pros, 
pect. ^ 

On account of th6 excellent spring which nature 
had placed on tiiovery summit, ihp.y rocognised it to 
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be that remarkable hill called by the Kalmnks 7^*m« 
ken. Between this and the countrj of Saltan Mural 
is an exteosiTe and hi^ aandj loil, known b^ the 
name of Mukhor ; and towards the north a succes* 
sion of sand..hil1s, called Ba^ann and Soonkhuduk ; 
the hillock of Tasskcnn stands isolated on the plain, 
u several fathoms high, and has on its summit a circu* 
lar CATity, three fathoms deep, which contains a well 
of four arshiues perpeodkola^, where they found 
excellent spring water almost an i^rshine deep : the 
pleasure they experienced on making this discovery 
may be eai»ily imagined. The reed Nepeta graveolent 
and wild hemp grew abundantly on the sides of thla 
cavity* 

On the 16th, in the mornitig, ^he travellers conti- 
oned their journey mostly towards the N. W. and 
N. N. W. over a level steppe, for about ten versts, 
when they arrived at sonrc small elevations, from 
which they could descry on the right a long eitent of 
sand-hills : these appeared to be the southern conti* 
nuatioa of the sandy tract of Naryn, and induced them 
to conclude that they still travelled too far eastward. 
They had scarcely turned towards the west, when 
they arrived on an argillaceous barren steppe, and 
immediately discovered plants of a kind different from 
those of sandy regioub ; such as the sea^wormwood, 
CerUaurea saimanticay and Astragalus physodes ; and 
after travelling about ten versts over this steppe, 
reached the upper road of the caravans of Orenburg, 
which Dr. Pallas formerly noticed in his travels during 
the year 1772. 

As their bread was almost consumed, and as Dr. Pal- 
las was desirous. of revisiting the country of Tshapt. 
shatshi, on account of its plants,* a Kozak was dis* 
patched with letters te Yenataevka, to procure the 
necessary provisions. He left the greatest part of hie 
escort at the encampment, and proceeded on the 16tk 
to Tahaptshatahiy where he propoied to stay a nighty 
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-which could not be taken to pieces, bat were placed 
on poles supported by two-wheeled* carriages, had 
now begun to dw^ell in huts similar to those of the 
Kirghis: their former 'method of constructing tents 
was likewise common among the Nagays ; bat the 
present form has projbably been adopted from the 
Kirghis, who Ttsit these countries every winter, and 
whose tents, as well as those of the Kalmuks, are 
made in a more tngemous manner : they connst of 
gevetal pieces, which can be disjoined, and thus form 
a more capacious and conrenient tent. All that I can 
add respecting these wandering tribes is, that each 
wealthy Tartar family common ijp has two tents, one 
for the reception of their Tisitors, and the other ap. 
propriated tn their females : the latter is generally 
constructed after the ancient method ;* besides which, 
according to the ndmber of the family, they nsnallj 
bare one or more covered twe- wheeled chariots for 
their wives and daughters : these chariots are painted 
of Tarious colours, and on the fore part there is com. 
nonly placed a chest cotered with ornajnental tapestry, 
and containing their best clothes ; the inside oif these 
Tehicles, which are generally drawn by two oxen, is 
occupied by the female part of the famtty during their 
migrations. Besides these chariots, they ha^e one ot 
more two«wheeled carts, called Araba, which are 
loaded with their tents, chests, and other heavy ar. 
^leB : the moveable of each family remain together 
om their jourpey, and in regular order : the but is 
placed on the axle-tree of the carriage, in which the 
mistress of the faqiily always precedes thff caravan s 
ihe flocks and lierds are driven by men on horseback, 
aad each species of dittle proceeds in a separate droTc. 
When the tents are pitched in a place sdected for an 



* The Kurdes, who inhabit the heath of Mogan, employ the most 
timple means in coastrnctiiig their tents, which might be varjrcoii - 
T^pient for ligh^ troops. They f^Uce two lone bent pol^s trans- 
Tersely, fasten them at the centre above, and fix their ends iq the 

^und ; they then cover theiii with Mi, or- mats of tedge. 
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discovered under their beds some miwelcome TUtora^ 
in the yellow scorpions of the country, though their 
sting is npt dangerous. The short-headed lizards wer» 
innumerable in the infertile and saline spots. Ths 
females, at this time, were all pregant Vith eggs; and 
M. Pallas remarked that this little animal always bad 
the general colour of its skin similar to that of Hie 
soil it inhabited. 

In the vegetable kingdom, he observed scarcely ftny 
new plants. The Delphinium airopurpuretim, was 
. now in bloom in the vallies ; which plant he likewiflt 
* noticed near Sarepta, in the declinations of the higher 
regions. He also iouud here the Verbascum Pkwnim 
ceum^ Ranunculus lanuginosus^ Erysimum cheinm^ 
toides^ Sfc. The Rheum Caspium grew Inxariantly, 
and displayed its juicy seed of a blood. red coIoqv. 
The plants advancing towards bloom were, the 5fifm 
Falcarioj Peucedanum anagymnadeSi and Eryngimm 
planum^ the stalks of which uow afforded a very de* 
licious pot.herb. Besides these, he also remarked, 
particularly on the saline spots, the Anabasis^ Saliolu 
fruticosoy lanata; Folycnemum oppositifoUum^ and 
similar plants. 

On the 17th, in the evening, he rejoined his escort, 
which had been left behind at Burlukhuduk; and im- 
ipediately ordered the horses to be harnassed, to hasten 
his return during the night, and to meet the expected 
provisions, of which they begun to feel the want. 
Towards the dawn they encamped on a wave-like, 
sandy, and verdant steppe, somewhat farther westward 
than Soon-khuduk. Here the Allium Caspium bios- 
somed In great abundance. After baiting thehorses,they 
pursued their journey through Ordelyk, and met two 
oamerous caravans of Tartar and Armenian merchants, 
who were travelling to Orenburg ; in the afternoon, 
after passing the parallel ridges of Ordelyk, and the 
last sandy eminences, they reached the beautiful low 
country on the banks of the Ashuluk, a lateral canal 
of the Akhtonba, between Urakmullah, and Ashuluki 
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two posUi of the military cordon. At the latter post 
thej /ound springs in two different places : the Mo- 
iucoella iubero§a gre«^ to a yery large size, and was 
in full bloom on the argillaceous sandy h^ht. 

About six yersts beyond this place, the Ashuluk 
deTiates from its lateral course near the Akhtouba, 
and flows in a winding channel through a charming 
▼erdant and extensive valley, which the retreating 
heights Of the steppe here present io the eye ; and 
this riyer again falls into the Akhtonba, near this 
military post of Dolotkhan. In this yalley M. Pal. 
las found the following plants in full bloom, and 
growing in abundance ; the Carduus nutans^ GrratiolOy 
Tirenaria rubra^ PoieniiUa bifurcUy n,nd supina; 
while the Triticum repens was the most general species 
of grass. The Volga commonly inundates a iiart of 
this low country eyery year ; but that riyer remained 
vnusnally low at this season ; its stream being scarcely 
•two thirds of die hdght formerly remarked. The 
Tetrao arentaria^ in the Tartar language Bulduruk, 
flew about here in great nilml>ers. 

Our travellers left this yalley on the 19th, and pro^. 
ceeded to Selitranoi-Gorodok, about twelye yersts dis^ 
tant In their route they observed several villagts of 
the Knndu re Tartars, or Manguttes, who are the onljr 
descendants that remain of the ancient horde of the 
Na'gay Tartars. About half way they law the ruina 
of some ancient Tartarian buildings: this country has 
received the name of Kasan, from k large iron salt- 
petre kettle lying on the bank of the Volga, and 
which, according to a tradition of theTartars has been 
thrown on shore by a flood. 

The abandoned saltpetre work, called Selitranoi<i- 
Gorodok, is thus described by Dr. Pallas ; <*■ it is situ* 
ated in the midst of a hilly tract, extending to upwards 
of ten yersts in length ; here, along the banks of the 
Akhtouba, on a place from one to two yersts broad^ 
we discoyered," says he, in " every direction, heaps of 
rubbisl^^ traces of buildings, and tombs of brickwork ^ 
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being the ruins of an extetisire city of the Nagajs: 
there had been a small fort erected on a hill, ivhtck 
unquestionably contained the principal and most ele* 
gant buildings of the place, and was snrronnded by a 
strong wail : but at present the fort, which was origin 
nally built for the protection of the salt.petre work, 
is in a rninous state, together with its dependent 
buildings. We particularly remarked the remains of 
two buildings, the most roagnificefit of which hat 
lately been cleared of its rubbish, with a Tiew to dis. 
cover treasures : the other, if We may jndge from the 
existing ruins, appears to have been a dwelling^housei 
with many apartments : the former of these bnildingf, 
as is evident from its foundation and sepulchral walls, 
has been the family mausoleum of a Khan, with a 
superstructure which probably was a house of prayer. 
*^ This venerable place, as we were informed, has 
been plundered of many treasures, and whole coffins 
coTered with silver. The fabric forms an oblong 
square, in a direction from N. N. E. to S. S, W, 
about twelve fathoms long, and eight fathoms and a 
half broad, when measured on its southern point. 
"We could distinctly trace two equal divisions, on the 
northern side, beneath which were the sepulchral 
vaults, as is obvious from the tombs that have fallen 
in ; while the southern division, especially on its por. 
tico, has been ornamented with Gothic pilasters, co- 
jmnns, and arches, the fragments of which are still 
distingnishable* Its foundation walls are nearly two 
fathoms high, and upwards of two ells thick. In the 
whale brickwork, which consists of beautiful broad 
squares, disposed in the most regular manner, there is 
a degree of taste and elegance of which I have no 
where seen an instance among the rnins of (he Tartars ; 
the ontside of the wall is not only embellished in all 
the interstices b^weenthe bricks with glflced earthen 
ornaments, of a green, yellow, white, and blue colour, 
in triangular and other figores, but we also observed 
-OB tka principal front ot^tka-lmaldiag^ Ike remains of 
n 3 
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GotbicstuGeo^work, which was decorated with ghifted 
figures, such as artificial flowers, shelUwork, nay^ 
whole tablets Ib^ the Mosaic style. 

^^ Bat the tooth of time, and the depredations of 
the Yuigar, have many years since converted these re« 
markable vestiges of antiquity into heaps of ruins* 
Formerly whole cargoes of bricks were carried from 
these buildings to Astrakhan } thouj^h, on aecount of 
theexcellentcementfthe workmen who were employed 
ia demolishing entire walls^ were Obliged to destroy at 
least two thirds of the bricks. Tradition relates maay 
extraordinary stories of the coins and precious relics 
which were formerly dug up and collected here 4a 
great quantities, bat I doubt whether many of those 
antique treasures have been rescued from the pi under «. 
log ba.rbarians, and judiciously conri^ed to tlie a&9* 
quarkn ; or whether any of them have been tranmit. 
ted' to the cabinet of Russian antiquities, which be^ 
longs to the Imperial Acadcfmy of Sciences^ 

^^ At'a shoft distance from this place is the military 
cordon of the Ashnluk ; above which tha^ braacli 
issues fropi the Akbtouba. After t^aveUing ove^ % 
second eminenoe, we reached Selitranot-Ooredcrlb, 
wh^re we found only a wretched fisbermat^'s lHit,]^re%> 
served merely to maintain the proprietor's rigki of 
possession, who has been entirely ruined by the estab« 
lishment of a saltpetrei^vrork, so thai the fu^ty kettles 
•f this relinquished manufactory Me seatteved ahMi( 
the bank ef the Akhlouba." 

Our traveilenr here dismtssed their escort ef ftoaoka 
aad Tartars, who had aeeompauied iiieni throaglik llie 
•teppe ; aad o» the 90lhat aaon c6ultkiited' their jou*? 
ney. Above Selitfan^l fsonsi^cfabte emipenoev of 
sand deseekid towards the Akhtnu^^aad foym witeit 
are called the five steep batikl,la thaTafirtarlsiugMagB, 
Bish^DAar ; and in the Ausiian, Pot Tary. Astweea 
these heights there are beautiful verdailt gisne, uomm 
of wMch ceatua salt pods, where the fapiditM^ 
Mr0$i^Mum f mi i»ia»thiBliioieli» littiliif te^ Ihiirof 
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horse-radish. They pMsed hillocks which the Tar« 

tars^ call Shoggasy : one of these is appropriated for 

iheir cemetery. On another isolated hillock of » 

eonical form, the Kalmoks who were stationed here at 

the milita^ posts have erected a singular monaaient« 

It is a circular column^ raised on the very sammit of 

tile hill, and coostrncted entirely of the skulls and 

jaw-bones of horses^ closely adapted to one another: 

aronad it they have made a low wall and fosse, oma* 

mented with the bones of those animals disposed la 

r^al£r.. order. An epidemic which preraiied somo 

years ago, and destroyed a number of horses beU»ng« 

hig to the military piquet^ as well as to the Kirghia 

who passed the winter here, afforded the materials (qZ 

tiik) monument* On its top i» placed a horse's head 

of an extraordinary size, with the nose pointing to^ 

wards the east, while the other heads are placed with 

their DoseS inwards^ 

They were overtaken en the abofo^imen tinned hil^ 
locks by the ftrst thunder-storm of the season, aocom« 
panied with a heavy shoiVer of rain The military 
post of Gory Karabali is sta^oned on th|we heights^ 
from whieh, in a sereife evening, attended with Gon« 
tiaaal flashes ^ lightning they arrived at an extensive 
low eonntry called Karataily ; it was entirelv o? er« 
grewii With the Hpltui odor^iui^ and the Tritieum 
repeH9. ^' In this f alley," says Dr. Pallas, ^^ weret 
•neaeaped numbers of Auli, or migrating Ii4>rdes of 
tbeKtundnre Tartars^ among whom was the family of 
ny guide Atslan^ one of the most wealthy elders of 
ttiat QfttioB* I found felt ttnts prepared for us here^ 
where wo passed the nigMi the mote chfeijfully, as in 
the n^ghbonrbood of temporary encampments sur* 
vonnded witb furious herds of cattle, the gnats in s 
manner disappear; fox at this season those insects are 
innamerable along the Volga, and allow no rest to 
the traTdller^ if nnproteeted by a proper tent* 

" The Kundure Tartars, whom I formerly found 
m thair yeenliai faU.tentS| i^ the form pf baskets^ 
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-vrhich could not be taken to pieces, but were placed 
on poles snpportcd by two.wheeled* carriages, had 
now begun to dwell in huts similar to those of the 
Kirghis: their former 'method of constructing tents 
was likewise common among the Nagays: but the 
present form has projbably been adopted from the 
Kirghis, "who Yisit these countries every winter, and 
whose tents, as well as those of the Kalmuk's, are 
made in a more Ingenious manner : they consist of 
ieveral pieces, which can be disjoin^, and thus form 
a more capacious and con? enient tent. All that I can 
add respecting these wandering tribes is, that each 
wealthy Tartar family common!}^ has two tents, one 
for the reception of l^eir Tisitors, and the other ap. 
propriated to their females: the latter is generally 
constructed after the ancient method ;^ besides which, 
according to the hnrnber of the family, they usually 
hare one or more covered two- wheeled chariots for 
their wives and daughters: these chariots are painted 
of various colouni, iuid on the fore part there is com- 
monly placed a chest covered with ornamental tapestry, 
and containing their best clothes ; the inside of these 
Tehicles, which are generally drawn by two oKen, is 
occupied by the female part of the family during thmr 
migrations. Besides these chariots, they ifiire one ot* 
more two«wheeled carts, called Araba, which are 
loaded with their tents, chests, and other heavy ar« 
ticles : the moveable of each family remain together 
^ti their journey, and in regular order : the hut is 
placed on the axle-tree of the carriage, in which the 
mistress Of the family always precedes the caravan : 
ihe flocks and herds mre driven by m^i on horseback, 
and each species of cattle proceeds in a separate drove. 
When the tents are pitched in a place selected for s& 
. *■ t , ,' , 

* The Kurdes, who fhHahit the heath of Mogan, leinploy the most 
limple means in coostrnctinv tbeir tents, wluch might be varjrcen- 
vepient for ligb^ troops. They place two lon^ b^t poles trans- 
▼erselv, fasten them at the. centre above, and fix their ends in the 
gjrpund ; ihey then cover tbeai with l^t, of mate of fc4ge; 
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fBcampnient, a tariegated coverlet is raised on a long 
moveable pole,' to the windward of the aperture thit 
emits the smoke, in order to promote its ascent f roih 
Ae teat. At a distance from the camp there is a ce^ 
metery on an eminence; these sepulchral monuments 
kTe square walls of a greater height towards their 
angles, aikd are erected only for the Wealthy and thb 
priests, while the lower clMsess of the Tartars Uve 
bsried beneath small heaps of earth or stones. 

'' Their dress differs in seteral particulars frodi 
tiiat of the other Nagay tribei. The gfrte Wear a sort 
ef red eap, made of the rind of trees, in the form of 
^a heei^hiTe, and ornamented with pieces of tin* Co* 
rals atad sm4ll piec^ of coin are snipended ^otind 
this head-dress. The goWn is made of yariegated silk 
stuff, has long Harrow sleeves, and is adorned froth 
IheHifetet to tike wfcist With tassels of tin or silirer^ 
bttttont, little bells, and ringt. They wear a strap 
or p^tfk oVer the left shoulder, to which is attached a 
tifk ease, containing amul^, and usually a large sheH 
•f the g^ns Ci/prted. The women are the most in. 
elegkht beings imaginable ; and, in summer, dresi in 
an oppe^ gbwn of an unifortn colour, a long white 
doth od thre fa^ad, and Orer it a common far.cap. In 
the perfoHted right nostril thie}^ wear a ring, adorned 
with cdrats, pearls, or precious stoiifes. This is also 
considered ai an or btoeiit b^ the more elegant ladiei 
of Astrakhin. 

^^ AcArding to the latest calculation, the nnmbelr 
ef thid people, in the whole district of Kr&snoi Tar, 
amounts to onethousand sit hundred and thirty males. 
They lead a wandering life along the banks of the 
Akhtouba, from Kra&noi Yar to the ticinity of Sas- 
likol ; and arc rich in flocks of sh^p, but tnore par^ 
ticaiarly in black cattle, which they employ chiefly 
for drawing their chariots and baggage-cartg; [iccuuse 
Chcy are not yet provided with camels. Their horsey 
are numerooii, but not of the b.St breed.*' 

On the {list, in the morning, pr. Dallas and his fel. 
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low trarellerS) left U^e pleasant Tallies, aad traTelled 
over aLigli sandy ridge, wbich, as wett as the former, 
18 called. Karayaily wher^ tho upper military post of 
Karabalinskoi is stationed^ nearly opposite Yenata- 
CTka. 

After traversing several ridges and plains, they 
sreached the Sassikol, which is a false branch of the 
Akhtouba^ and runr to rhe South and South East, 
in a serpentine direction^ into the steppe. This 
|)ranch of water consists of connected pqols and bays- 
COTcred with^jushes, and by which the Akhtouba in- 
undates the. country, though only at high water. It 
is bordered on both sides by sand-hills, which are said- 
to be cwinected with the^ract of sand called Burlu, 
that joins the sand-hills of Soon. In the month of 
P'une, when the lowest Tallies are divested of their 
grass, and oversowed by the Volga, the Kundure 
Tartars retire hither ; regarding this country as the 
upper boundary of their pasturage. The Pallassia 
grows on these hills of drif t.sand in the greatest abun. 
dance and beauty, because it is ncTer eaten by cattle. 
.• LeaTing their horses to graze on the borders of this 
Valley; our party after haTing passed the first series 
pf sand.hills, proceeded to the ditch of water which 
disappears farther southward. It is pretty broad in 
different places, abounds with fish-, and is skirted by a 
jpleasant low country, coTcred with sedge, tamarisks, 
and willows. They went along its western Terge 
almost to its isstfb from the Akhtouba, about fiTc 
Tersts below the post of the military cordon Man. 
I^halinskoi; they then crossed it and ascended the 
opposite sandy eminences^ which terminate in an ele. 
Yated plain ; and in the CTening, af^r travelling a 
short distance, arrived at Mankhalinskoi ; or, as the 
Tartars call it^ Kuyatkhu, where they reposed during 
the night. 

On the 2^d, early in the morning, they pursued 
their journey over a beautiful champaign, which the 
J^rtars call Alabas^ wher« another false arm c«Ued 
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the little Sassikol, extends three versts into the steppe, 
and is accompanied by sand-hills. Near this open conn, 
try the military con) on Akhtoubinfkoi is stationed ; an 
in a height, near its upper extremity, is the post Solo, 
tokhioo ; in the vicinity of which the Governor of 
Astrakhan has established a farm for rearing cattle. 
Prom this neighbourhood, towards the source of the. 
ikhtooba, the country ^is low and rich in wood, 
which has been spared by the hordes of Kalraacks, 
aod thence called Setterta.Modun, or the Sacred wood^ 
corrupted by the Kozak« into Slkkerta. Farther up 
the Akfatouba there is a still more beautiful sacred fo« 
rest, and another below Sassikol ; but these, also, dei 
structive self-interest will soon extirpate; 

Dr. Pallas sent his b^gage directly to Volodime- 
rovka, the great Slobode opposite Tshernoiyarsk,with 
directions to prepare for his passage over the river near 
that place. Meanwhile proceeded to revisit the 
inountaia of BogdOj situated in the interior of th« 
steppe, and which is distinctly perceptible from So)o« ' 
takhino, at the distance of thirty-ilTe versts. 

" After a brisk ride," says Dr. Pallas, *^we reach- 
ed the mountain of Bogdo towards night, during a 
dreadful thunder-storm, accompanied with a littls 
rain, which was however but a short interruption of 
the fine weather, so that I was enabled to employ tho 
following day with advantage. I fpund the samo 
plants that had formerly been the object of my re- 
searches in this codntry. On the calcareous and 
rocky back of the mountain, I now saw the Lichen 
escuientus in uncommon abundance, which I formerly 
had not remarked in this place. The thorny Hedym 
iarmt', mentioned in my former Travels, I foimd on 
the projecting side of the mountain, which consists 6f 
a calcareous marl, where this indigenous plant is pe- 
culiar to the spot. Its far^spreading root is almost 
as s^eet as that of liquorice. As the level ridge of 
the mountain, when I revisited it in Jtily, had been 
scorched in consequence of a recentfire on the steppe^' 
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the Yttj numerous and venomous tarantulas, Psftotot* 
gium araneodes^ appeared to have retreated to the 
lughest barren and rocky summit. Here I found 
thero of different sizes, under almost every tat stone ; 
an assemblage of these insect^ I had never before ob- 
served, as they usually live m a solitary state. 

<^ On the same day, the 93d, after having made a 
botanical excursion, from three o'clock in the morif. 
ihg till the afternoon, and given sufficient employment 
to my designer, I set out on my return to the Volga, 
and travelled, without resting, till night, sixty versts 
to Volodimerovka. On the road I met a Kozak vrho, 
together with agreeable letters, and much wished.for 
refreshments from Tshernoiyarsk,fbroi|ght me intel- 
ligence that my affectionate travelling companions 
waited for me there. During the succeeding night, 
^we made tlie necessary preparations for crossing the 
river, and notwithstanding a strong wind which sprung 
i;p from the S. E., we set out before the dawn, in 
two barges, from Volodimerovka. This small place 
bas at present a population of three hundred and 
ninety-eight males of Little Russia, together with 
other inhabitants. I have already mentioned that 
^ Volga is of an extraordinary breadth near Tsher- 
Boiyarsk. It also forms here two branches, which 
ace divided by sandy isles. We embarked when the 
xiver was not ^Itated by the usual gales from the 
S, E. and N. W., which in this place are often fatal 
to passengers. But scarcely had we reached the 
middle of the very eiUensive current of Volodimer- 
ovka Voloshka, w^en the wind became so impetuous, 
that our ten-oared shallop was e¥ery moment in the 
ipost imminent danger, by the waves breakii^ over 
US in torrents. We fel^ still greater apprehensions for 
the safety of the barge vddch contained our caKcia^ea 
and. baggage, till we saw it lie to, on the farther aido 
of the collateral branch, near an i^and, and' ^ler. 
WArds proceed under its prqtection, at a considerably 
distaAce behind us. We continpied QUf course on the 
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open river, not witlioat danger, ana soon lost sight 
fi the liarge. At length, after. the'greatest peril, and 
not till our rowers were completely fatigued, w« 
reached the opposite bank of the greater Y.olga; bat 
we were not able to pass the point of land which 
forms the bank of the rirer immediateij abowe the 
fortress of Tshernoiyarsk, where the breakers were at 
this time too dangerous. We therefore landed above 
that point, and proceeded on foot to the fortress* 
The continuance of the tempest through the whole 
daj, and the following night, excited our anxiety for 
the safety of the other boat; till at length we had 
the satisfaction to see it arrive on the subsequent 
morning. 

^* On the 2dth we joyfully set outforSarepta, where 
we arrived at the dawn of the following day* 

<' The country of Saropta, so advantageously sita* 
ated for increasing the knowledge of plants and in- 
sects, engaged my attention so much in the month of 
June, that I did not think of my future journey. I 
was, however, much against my inclination* obliged 
to continue here part of the month of July ; on ac- 
count of the insupportable heat occasioned by the 
steppe, which was on fire to a great extent, on botk 
sides of the Volga; and likewise from the circum- 
stance that my daughter caught the small-pox, doubt, 
less the second time, at Sarepta, when this epidemic 
had begun to diminish, after having raged with vio. 
lence si^ce the beginning of winter. 

^< Wishing, however, to undertake a journey during 
the fine weather, and to visit- the steppe beyong the 
Yolga, I tratelled, on the 5th of' July^ to Tzaritzin, 
an order to be ferried over the river. I found this 
city almost entirely consumed by a fire, which broke 
out two. days before my.arrival. On the 6th I croBm 
sedtheVolgB, and continued my journey between 
that riYer and tiie Akhtouba, over a low country in- 
tersected with small branches of water called Yeriki^ 
as far as Besrodnaya Sioboda, or Verkhnei Akhtoa* 

TOL. XTIZI. s 
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binskoi GorodoK^^ghteen versts distant. The sandjr 
and marly soil of tbis low country produces most ex. 
cellent crops of hay. The bcatttiful oak trees here, 
as yfjdll as every where along the Volgaj are inter- 
mixed with the Uknus campestris and dwarf elms, 
Tartar plane trees, poplars, willows, aquatic elder- 
trees, and other shrubs* Beyond Barskoi Yerik, 
but particularly around Olovatot Yerik are found, 
besides those already mentioned, a number of large 
mulberry* trees bearing fruit of a white, black, and 
pale violet colour. 

^' Besrodnaya Sloboda has latelybeen adorned with 
a new church, which was attended with great expenee 
to the village, and proves its increasing wealth. On 
the contrary, the house of M. Rytshkof, the ex^di. 
rector of the cultur^ of silk, which has been dearly 
enough paid for by the Crown, has, in consequence 
of being ill.built, become a rain in less than fifteen 
years. A similar fate threatens the house built by 
him for the rearing of silkworms, below the village, 
at the edge of the high steppe. 

^'' Her Imperial Majesty Catherine the Second, anxi- 
ous to give activity to the cultivation of the silk, which 
had for many years been greatly neglected, conde. 
scended to give instructions, in her own hand-writing, 
for the management of this profitable business. The 
new Director found means to deliver to the Court in 
' the same year six pood of silk ; a larger quantity in 
the following year ; and by these and other personal 
means which he employed, he succeeded so far as to 
induce the Court to enlarge the institution. In 1779, 
the Court issued an order, that the Imperial College 
of Economy should furnish to the Director one thou* 
sand three hundred families of voluntary peasants, 
from the aforementioned Imperial Dominions. These 
families, were transplaced within iwo years, and 
settled along the banks of the Akhtouba in six ?11« 
lages. The immunities granted to their predecessors 
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were to be oontiaued to them 5 as long as tbej 'should 
cmphoy themsel? 6s in the cultnlre of silk, not for the 
kaefit of the Crown, bat their own emolament, and 
ptj their rents or taxes in silk, at the low price of one 
bondred and twenty rubles a pood. ^ , 

^^ The same difficulty', howerer, waH experienced with 
these as with the other cultivators df silk : they had 
ao inriocible and rooted dislike to the^ employment, 
and consequently were not anxious for its increase* 
The continual impediments that arose, and their own 
obstinacy, , presented them from enjoying the ad« 
TEDtages they would have acquired, by directing their 
attenton to this business, without reliqquishing the fish« 
eries. These they might likewise have carried on, by 
occasionally employing their wires and children in the 
establishment. Although cogent measures were re. 
sorted^ to, the culture of silk yearly decreased ; nay^ 
the malignitjT' of the peasants rose to such a degree^ 
that, to destroy the silk -worms, they s prinked them 
With salt-water. . The perpetrators of this atrocity 
were indeed discoTered, and punished, by the gOTern- 
ment of Saratof ; but as the peasants also endeavoured 
to extirpate the mnlberry-trees of the ralley, by set- 
ting fire to the grass, the silk manufactory was stopped 
by an order of the court ; and it was left to the option 
of the peasants, whether 'they would continue the cuU 
tare of silk-worms for their own advantage, while, in 
respect to rents and taxes, they would be put on the 
lame footing with other subjects. From this period, 
1714, none of them have evinced the least inclination 
to cultivate this branch of trade, and they even endea- 
Toar gradually to destroy all the mulberry. trees, 

}' It is remarkable, that the repugnance of the pea- 
sants to the cultivation of silk-worms should ^ave been 
hitherto so invincible ; for their malignity has also 
been evinced in the silk manu^ctory established at Sta. 
roi-Krym. This species of obstinancy has proved 
a great impediment to the prosperity of Southern Rus- 
iia, where the mulberry-tree is abundant and flourish* 
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ing. It is quite otherwise witli the ^rmentans and 
Grusines, or emigrants from Georgia, ws well as with 
the Tartars and Greeks in the Crimea, who Tolun. 
tarily carry on this branch of commerce. The most 
certain means of introducing this source of national 
wealth, and of saving the Empire upwards of amiU 
lion of rubles, which are annually paid to the Turks, 
the Persians, and the Italians, for their silks, Would 
be to establish colonies of the Asiatic nations, par- 
ticularly in the peninsula of the Crimea> where the 
fnulberry.tree grows uncommonly fast, eyen in a dry 
foil, when properly watered. 

<< On the whole, the Asiatic method is far preferable 
to that formerly practised on the Akhtouba, where 
much time and cxpence was: wasted in feeding the silk, 
worms with gathered leaves, which soon decayed, and 
rendered t)ie frequent shifting of their beds necessary. 
• The Persian or Boukharian rears his mulberry .trees 
to about six feet high, which they attain in four or 
fye years. He then begins to lop their tops and 
branches, which are given to the insects, as soon as 
they have sufUcient strength, by placing them gently 
pn their beds. By this means the shoots remain fresh 
and succulent^ and the worms devour them even to 
ithe woody fibres, so that no part of the nutritive foil. 
age is pasted. As these insects are every day sup. 
plied with food, the leafless branches gradually form 
a kind of wicker-work, through which the impnri. 
ties pass, so that the cheerful worms preserve the re. 
quisite cleanliness without trouble iq the cultivator, 
^d speedily attain a vigorous state. In this manner 
they are continually supplied with leaves, till they 
prepare to spin, when small dry brushwood is placed 
}n all directions over the leafless branches, and oii 
this the woi:ms spin their silk. Two persons, an adult 
^ho lops the branches, and a child who collects them, 
are thus enabled quickly to procure food for a great 
pumber of silk-worms. The muyjerry.tree in our 
f^Umate produces new shoots twice every summer. 
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' These sboots acquire in ilke same year the firm con- 

tUtance of wood, and ia the subsequent spring afford 

•n abundant crop of foliage. In Persia and Bouk-^ 

bria, where the summer is longer and Tegetation 

Bore vigorous, the shoots maj even be cat twice a- 

jear. The tree, by this method of cutting, remains 

tlways low, and produces a greater number of young 

shoots from its trunk, as well as from its branches^ 

every subsequent year. By stripping them of their 

leaves, however, many branches wither, and not only 

the buds are lost, and most foilage wasted, but the 

worms receive less nourishment, as the leaves sooner 

decay* It has been'remarked in the silk establish* 

meut near the Akhtonba, that, the worm, when com* 

pelted by necessity, eats the leaves of the Acer tatar* 

kumj which resemble those of the piulberry-tree." 

On the 7th, Dr. Pallas and his party again pro« 
ceeded on their journey. He informs Uls that since his 
last visit to this country, two considerable villages have 
Jiteen built below Besrodnaya, and one above it^ 
which is called the great village Pogrominskaya, and 
has been colonized by boors from the Imperial do* 
mains. Sredney Gorodoc, at that time, likewise re* 
ceived an additional number of inhabitants. 

After passing through several yallies, Dr. Pallai 
pitched his tent for the night in the beautiful valley of 
Tzarevy pQdy, or the royal residence, with the view 
of investigating several Tartar antiquities in the 
neighbourhood. Among these are three ruins, en* 
closed by a square bank of rubbish, without a ditqh| 
tnd with an outlet towards the south. 

The monument near the PodpalatnoLYerik is a 
lepulchral mound of a flat form, raised on a square 
eminence, and consisting of six contiguous and very 
low arches covered with earth : its base is about one 
hundred and fifty paces in circumference, and not 
above a fathom high ; but, together with the square 
00 wjiich the vaults are erected, it is three fathoms 
tf a perpendicular height. . This square monument is 
. - H 3 
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enclosed by the foundation of a thick wall, 'which 
consists of an imperfect sand^stone, quarried on the 
opposite bank of the Volga. There appears to hare 
been an entrance in the northern side of this wall, 
-which forms an oblong square of twenty. nine fathoms 
long, and twenty-seven fathoms broad. Its base, 
measured from north to south, is forty- seven fathoms 
in extent, and fifty.six from East to West. The 
$pace round tl)e yaulted hillocks is considerably ex« 
cavated within this enclosure ; and the vaults of the 
monument, which probably have long since been plnn^ 
dered of a considerable booty, deserve a more accu. 
Tate description, on account of the solidity of their 
construction. The walls that support them are form, 
ed of pieces of rough, unhewn sand stone, about an ell 
high : the vaults themsehcs are almost fiat, and con. 
sist of about six layers of square, oblong bricks, 
placed alternately,' so that one by its breadth sup^ 
ports and covers two others. The spaces between 
them are neatly an inch broad, and nlK d up with 
^ cement which in some places appears to have been 
poured in, while in a liquid state. It has, however, 
acquired such a solid consistence, that it is easier to 
bfeak the well.burnt bricks, than to separate the 
mortar. This grey cement appears to be a mixture 
of unslacked lime, pulverised charcoal, and pounded 
^and-stone, instead of the sand used for building. In 
that mass he observed many particles of lime, as white 
as snow, which readily crumbled into dust, as well 
' as large and small particles of charcoal ; this sub. 
^stance being reduced to a fine powder, has probably 
imparted the grey colour to the cement. Perhaps 
the admixture of charcoal dust may produce an efifect 
similar to the earth of I^ozzola; which, however, 
must be decided by experiment. The durability of this 
cement may also be ascribed to a mixture of sour 
milk, which, we may suppose, must have been in great 
abundance among a wealthy pastoral peV>ple. In 
fihqrt^ the mortar of thesq vaults iS; notwit)istai|diDg 
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Ike constant mototare from abore, and the saline na. 
tore of the sarroondiog soil, the best, hardest , and 
dnest I have erer seen; and the ruins of the Mat 
faults almost resist the force of the pick.a\e, inso^* 
nnch that they can only be reduced by small frag« . 
Dents. 

The popular tradition relatire to this monument U^ 
that the palace of the Khan formerly stood there^ 
M. Pallas imagines however that this iruin, as well as 
the numerous vaulted piles of* brick-work, are the 
ancient sepulchres of the Mongole 1 artar Princes, 
and other persons of distinction. The leaden tubes, 
which are said to haTe been found near these vaalts, 
haye probably been used instead of the spiracles 
Qsually made in the Mahometan tombs. — It is certain, 
that in the sepulchres of this* country immense riches 
hare formerly been discoTered, consisting of jewels, 
Tases^ and ornamental horse.fnrniture of massy gold 
and silver^ The major part of this treasure has been . 
secretly disposed of to the goldsmiths and merchants ; 
while the remainder is still preserved in the cabinet of 
{BQrtoslties belonging to the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences at St. Petersburg. 

About one hundred fathoms N, W. from the great 
maosolenm, there is a large heap of rubbish, or ruins, 
thrown together, and nearly one hundred fathoms in 
circumference : it appears to have been part of the ma- 
terials of a building. About sixteen fathoms farther 
towards the W.S. W. is another square mass of ruins 
of a moderate size. One hundred fathoms N. W, 
from itl^ latter, and above tvfo hundred from the 
large monument, a third oblong and very consider. 
able pile, appears, which is probably the ruins of a 
bniltUng : and two hupdred fathoms westward, there 
Is a circular sepnlohfal hill, simply vaulted witl| 
bricks. This hill is opposite to, and about one hun.^ 
dr«4 lathoms distant from a lake, which is a rerst 
lon^, iMid surroQi^ded with dwarf wUIqws j tbelake 
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contains a sweetish w«ter, and is mVtch frequented bj 

a Tariety of the. feathered tribe. "- 

In some parts of this low country there is said to 
be a regular road paved, with bricks, leading oyer a 
swampy ditch ; and: in 'other places small regular 
arches of brick-work arc discoverable, which proba- 
bly have served as a ground work for the felt tents of 
the chiefs in a country so rich in pasturage^ In my 
opinion, the ruins are not the remaios of dwelling- 
houses, but partly of jDOsques, and partly of vaulted 
chapels, which had been enclosed by walls like the 
modem cemetaries of the Nagays. A wandering na« 
tiori, such as were called the golden horde of these 
countries, could no more be induced to reside in 
houses, than the Khan^ and Princes of the Kalmuks 
along the banks of the Volga , though the fortress of 
Yenataevka had been purposely established, and dwel. 
ling houses built for their accommodation. 

^^ After emplojjuog two days in making physical 
and geographical observations on the desart steppe, 
opposite the mountain, of Bogdo ; on the 10th of 
May," says M. Pallas, ^' I, for the last time, ascended 
this singular rocky mountain, which rises in the midst 
of an immense plain ; and while I admired the trea- 
sure of excellent salt contained in this white glittering 
lake, I regretted that private interest should be suf. 
fered to suppress this invaluable.article:>whena very 
inferior kind, intermingled with Epsom salt, was used 
(or curing fish. Let it suffice to. observe, thajl some 
voluntary contractors, even among the merchants of 
Tshernoiyarsk woujd readily engage to manu&Qture 
and deliver this salt at from five to seven . ko peeks a 
pood 9 to the Imperial magazines of Tzaritzin, Du. 
Dovka, and Astrakhan, without requiring money ia 
advance. But unfortunately this salt lake has, by- 
partial measurement, been included within the limits 
of a private manor ; and thus it is, in agreat m^asure^ 
lost to the community. 
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^^ On the same day we returned to Kharakhoi ; on 
the 11th we proceeded as far aw the riyulet Tzarevka; 
OQ the ISth to Besrodnaya where, after crossing the 
Volga, we passed through Tzaritzin without stopping, 
and in the eTeningnwe arri?td at Sarepta. 

*' The whole month of July was devoted to the re- 
establishment of my daughtcr!s health. It was, how» 
eTer, high time to pursue my journey, and to bid 
a last adieu to the enyirons of the Volga, which had 
twice in my life atforded me such pleasant and indeli^ 
ble botanical recreations. My intention hip to make 
observations along the borders of the (/aiicasu*, and 
arrive before winter at the Tauridan Pe linsiila, ia 
order to make myself acquainted^with this n^^wly coa« 
qnered country. I was, at first, undetermined 
whether I should travel by the new road through the 
slcpp^ of Kuma, directly to the fortress of Georgia, 
Dear the Caucasus; or revisit Astrakhan, where I 
might expect to obtain many remarkable facts. Be« 
sides, the latter road, in its whole extent, leads over 
the former bed of the Caspian Sea : whore, indepen* 
dent of other interesting objects, 1 hoped to find a rich 
botaaical harvest of rare marine plants, which do net 
come to perfection till autumn. These considera« 
tions at length induced me to prefer that road, espe* 
cially as the whole steppe of the Kuma had recently 
beeta consumed by fire. 
^^ On the 4th of August, after having taken a most 
/ affectionate and grateful leave of my acquaintances in 
Sarepta, with acknowledgments for all the marks of 
friendship and politeness evinced towards me and mj 
family,. during a residence of more than three months, 
I returned down the Volga to Astrakhan. On the 
road to Tshernoiyarsk, the steppe exhibited summer 
plants similar to those on the banks of the Sarpa. 
Farther down, where the soil in most places consists 
of either a fine sandy marl or a pure sand, otl|er 
plants gradually succeeded. Immediately below 
T^liernoi^arsk ( saw the Polycenemum monandrum 
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growing in great abundance. I had formerly obserr*. 
ed this plant thinlj scattered along the banJLS of the 
Volga. In the sandy country below YenataetkA, the 
Tribtduterrestrisy Corispermum squarrosum and Ay*- 
sopifoliumy grew in such niunlwrs, that in some 
places scarcely any other plant was to be seen. 
Throughout the vicinity of Kossikinskoi Stanitz, the 
steppe is so completely overspread with wormwood, 
that scarcely a blade of grass is perceptible. There 
«re two or three species of this plant, namely, the 
Artemisia Austriaca^ maritima^ and Qontra^ which 
communicate a bitter taste to the eow's milk. But 
the beef of this place is of an exquisite flavour, and 
much esfleemed at Astrakhan." 

Before our travellers arrived at the branches of 
water flowing into the steppe, we came to Sharenoi 
Bugor, a saline, nitrous hillock, which consists of 
sandy marl mixed with rubbish, and is situated close 
to the Volga, about five versts above Astrakhan. 
This hill appeared to M. Pallas, worthy of attention, 
on account of the rich efflorescence of nitre on its sur« 
face. It ascends in a ridge from the steppe, and is 
highest on the iStde next the river. Two similar, but 
smaller, ridges rise in an almost parallel direction with 
' the former between the branches of water, on the 
banks of which melon gardens are cultivated. 

On the 7th of August they reached Astrakhan, 
where they remained till the 26th, and employed the 
interval in making useful observations, and collecting 
remarkable facts relative to this city. and its envi. 
rons. 

<^ This semi. Asiatic and important commercial 
town," M. Pallas observes, ^' which, next to. Saint 
Petersburg and Moscow, ♦ranks among the first cities 
of the Russian empire, has been so circumstantially 
described by the younger Gmelin, who resided here 
' many years, that I can add very little new. it de- 
serves, however, to be remarked, that Astrakhan has 
lately been much improved in elegant bouse9 and 
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public edifices built of stone. The most conspicuoas 
of these are two commercial halls for the reception 
ind sale of merchandize, one of which is appropriated 
tt the Tartar merchants, and the other, which be. 
longs to Koloustof the Armenian, is for the accom* 
Dodation of the Persians. Both these buildings are 
finished in an elegant stile of architecture. The high 
price of timber has induced the citizens of Astrakhan 
to erect their modern houses either of brick, or a 
ipecies of f ree-stonq, quarried above Tzaritzin, on the 
banks of the Volga. This is certainly an embellish- 
ment to the place ; though its inhabitants are much 
oppressed by a few wealthy indiTiduals, who pri- 
Tately, and with impunity, monopolize the tim- 
ber. 

<^ The prices of wood has rapidly increased since 
the year 1786. 

^^ This did not arise, however, from natural causes^ 
nor from the increased ^xpence of conveyance by the 
Kuma, from the environs of which Astrakhan is sup* - 
plied' with wood. Indeed, its exhorbitant rise origi* 
nated in the monopoly of speculating individuals. In 
eonseqnence of this advanced price of timber, that of 
. bricks has likewise been raised from five to twelve 
and thirteen rubles the thousand ; a higher price 
than is paid in the two capitals. Not less oppressiye 
ii the advance of workmen^s wages, on account of 
the exhorbitant price of bread. A common day.lai 
bourer, at Astrakhan, is paid from seventy to eighty 
kopeeks ; and a carpenter, a ruble and a half a 
day. 

The annual variations in the rise and fall of the 
Volga, are marked at Astrakhan by the Admiralty, 
as well as by the detachment of engineers. To ena.. 
blethe reader to compare the difference of the highest 
water, where the river divides itself into numeroua 
large, branches, wUh that formerly observed near 
Tzaritzin, where it is more confined, I shall give the 
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highest water m£^rk of the Volga^ neaf Astrakhan, 
since the year 1774, for as xnanj years as I have been 
able to obtain accurate information on that subject. 
The water rose 

In 





Feet. 


Inches. 






Fteet Inches. 


1774, 


to 7 


2 


1788, 


to 


8 6 


1776, 


5 


8 


i789, 




6 9 


177r, 


7 


1 


1790, 




5 10 


1779, 


6 


11 


1701, 




6 2 


1786, 


8 


2 


1792, 




8 2 


J 787, 


6 


7 









No mention is made In the above statement of the 
accidental rise of the waters, occasioned by the sea. 
winds from the S. and S. £. which are called here 
Morana Pogoda. It is only by the impulse of these 
winds, that the water sometimes inundates the low- 
parts of the city : as the banks or mounds, which 
the late Governor Beketof left in the best state of re. 
pair, are bow much neglected, though they would re* 
, quire to be raised only to a moderate height. This may 
also be considered as a tolerably accurate account of 
the natural variations of water in the Caspian Sea ; 
since its increase and decrease, by the effect of the 
winds, are in a proportion nearly equal to that of the 
Volga* 

The emoluments of the fisheries in the branches of 
the Volga, and the not less productive shores of the 
Caspian Sea, may be considered as the principal sup- 
port of the inhabitants of Astrakhan : for the pre- 
sent state of the commerce with Persia, in that citj, 
rather contributes to its own impoverishment, and to 
the detriment of the Empire. It would be difficult to 
find in the whole world, except on the banks of New- 
foundland, a more productive fishery, or one more 
adyantageous to the government, than those of the 
Volga and the Caspian Sea united. During the fasts 
of the Greek Church, and the weekly fast-days, whieh 
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together amount to at least one third of the jear, this 
fishery affords the principal food to the whole Euro- 
pean part of Russia, and its populous capitals. Maay 
thousands of individuals are employed , and acquire 
vealthy eithet by fishing, and conveying thi fish on 
rafts or sledges, or by selling them in the markets. 

^' The whole value of the sturgeons of different kinds 
caught in the waters of Astrakhan and the Caspian 
Sea, amounts, we are informed, to the annual sum of 
•DC million seyen hundred and sixty thousand, four 
haudred and fiye rubles, according to the ayerage 
price. It may hence be concluded, in what incalcuU 
able numbers these large fish, so rich in cayiare, are 
centinually propagated in the depths of the Caspian 
Sea. They proceed in shoals to the mouths, and a 
considerable way up the current of the rivers, with, 
out the least apparent diminution of their numbers. 
This superabundance may be more clearly conceived 
from the account of eye-witnesses, respecting the 
fishery of Sallian, in Persia. As the Persians eat no 
sturgeon, the befor^ementioned speculators in fish 
have rented the fishery of that riyer from the Khan 
of Derbent, Shikh Ali, a son of Feth AliKhan, at a 
certain sum, which of latp years has been raised to 
twenty.fiv^ thousand rubles. In the season of their 
migration there are sometimes in one day fifteen 
thousand sturgeons taken with the hook, at the weirs 
formed across the water ; nay, it is still more re* 
markable, that if the fishermen are accidentally pre- 
vented from working during a single day, the fish ac- 
cnmulate in such numbers at the weir, as to fill the 
whole channel, insomuch that those which are upper-' 
most appear with their backs aboye water, in a riyer 
not less than four arshines, or twenty.dght English 
feet deep, and sixty fathoms wide. The Persian fisliery^ 
which has been established by the proprietors only a 
few years ago, and which, together with the rent, 
amounts to an expence of eighty thousand rubles^ is 
I 
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said to produce annually upwards of two handred 
thousand rubles. It might be still more lucrative, if 
the injudicious fishermen would preserve the great 
number of fish, instead of throwing them into the sea 
as uselesa^ after having collected their roes and air. 
bladders. 

*^ Independent of the above-mentioned produce of 
the St urgeotf. fisheries, the smaller species of fish, sack 
as the carp, or Ssasanf ; the pike, or Sudaki ; and shads, 
or Silurus^ in Russian Somi, caught in these fisheries, 
may be valued at half a million of- rubles. This snm 
is produced partly by the sale of the fish, and partly 
by the price of their fat. Besides the number of seals 
taken in the Caspian Sea ought to be included amoBg 
the productive branches of industry. 

** The most valuable production of the sturgeons is 
the isinglass prepared from their air-bladders. This 
article is principally exported from St. Petersburg to ^ 
England, where it is used in large quantities, in the 
beer and porter breweries. The English supply iht 
Spaniards, Portuguese, Dutch, and French, with this 
commodity for clarifying their wines. According to 
the list of exportations printed by the English fac« 
tory at St. Petersburg, there have been exported hk 
British Tessels, from 1763 to 1758, between one and 
two thousand pood of isinglass; from 1760 to 1786, 
fr»m two to three thousand ; in late years, usually 
upwards of four Uiousand; and in 1788, even six 
thousand eight hundred and fifty pood of that article. 
The exportation to other countries has also amounted, 
within there few years, to above one thousand pood. 
The large and almost incredible demand has, at the 
same time, tended to increase the price of the different 
qualities of this commodity at Astrakhan itself; and 
on the exchange of St. Petersburg, where isinglass of 
the best quality, so late as the year 1778, did not 
exceed the price of thirty-six rubles a pood, it kaa 
lately been advanced to ninety rubles. 
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N^ c»?iare was expprted ia Eaglish vessels till the 
year 1 78 1 , and only twenty.six pood of that commodity 
were exported io 1782 ; but the increase of this trade 
vas jso rapid, that in the following year one thousand 
one hundred and fifty.one pood : in 1784, one thou. 
sand six hundred and twelve ; in the two subsequent 
jears. above one thousand ; in 1787, nearly one 
thousand six hunlSred; in 1788, four thousand; and 
in 1789, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty-four 
pood were expprted; but in 1790, only twenty-five 
pood, and in 1702, three'thousand seven hundred and 
eighty.one pood: the exportation to Italy has also 
amounted to upwards of ten thousand pood, within 
the last-mentioned years, exclusive of about thnee 
thousand pood sent to other countries; and a still 
larger quantity through the ports of the Black Sea 
and the sea of Azov. 

<' The price of isinglass of the worst quality has 
within the last years been above forty rubies, and 
that of the best quality upwards of ninety rubles the 
poo*d, af St. Petersburg; while the price of caviare 
has advanced to above five rubles the pood. From 
this statement we may conclude, of what importance 
the fisheries of Astrakhan are to the commercial inte- 
rests of the Russian empire." 

The above-mentioned remarks, with respect to tho 
advantageous inland trade of Astrakhan, cannot be 
applied to its foreign commerce, particularly that 
with Persia, which is far from being profitable to 
Russia. 

" We pay annually," says M. Pallas; " to Persia 
a heavy tribute for the raw silk used in our manufao« 
tories, while this article might be produced in large 
quantities, in the southern provinces. 

^^ It were therefore to be wished, that the Armenians 

and Georgians, or Grusines, who are settled at As* 

trakhan, and on the banks of the Terek, wodld cnU 

tivate silk with more assiduity : they ought to be sup* 

I a 
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ported and encouraged by every possible means, 
especially by premiums and rewards, which certainly 
would not be lost to the state: the Georgiaas would 
readily emigrate in numbers to our frontitTS, if govern- 
ment would facilitate their settlement, by adrancin^ 
them small sums of money for a certain term, and 
granting them good lands, particularly in Tanrida. 
By these means the southern provinces could be peo- 
pled with active and peaceable inhabitants, who might 
be employed in cnltiyating the Tine, and raising that 
useful insect, the silk-worm. 

^^ The importation of raw and spun cotton, and mad. 
der, is not- less detrimental to the circulation of specie 
in Russia. Hence we cannot estimate too highly the 
obligation we are under to the colony of Sarepta, 
which has cultivated great quantities of cotton wool, 
and employed the German colonists on the banks of 
the Yolga in spinning cotton yarn. Thus the females 
in those colonies are furnished with proper employ, 
ment, their industry is encouraged, and the mpney 
remains in the country. The colonists manufacture 
principally the cotton of Masanderan, which, though 
of a more yellow colour, is softer and more tenacious 
in spinning than any other species, and is purchased 
i^t thirteen rubles the^ood ; while the cotton yam of 
Bonhharia is bought, according to its quality, at from 
thirty to sixty rubles a pood : tiie Nagay women at 
Astrakan spin annually about one hundred pood of 
much finer and better twisted cotton yarn, which 
sells at from eighty to one hundred rubles the pood. 
Among the Boukharian cotton yarn, there is some- 
times a light brown kind, from which the undyed 
nankeens are manufactured, and which produces the 
best effect in embroideries on muslin. I have been 
assured that the plant of this species of cotton has a 
blue flower* 

*< It appears from the registers, that the madder an. 
Uttitll^ imported into Russia, amounts to between four 
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aad se? eit thoosaad pood. , But all the respectable 
merciiaats of Astrakhan agree, that there are im« 
ported annually from ten. to fijfteen thousand pood, 
aclusiye of ten thousand pood obtained by the way 
of Kislar ; the price of which varies, according to its 
quality, from eleven to fourteen rubles a pood. . 

'^ To these principal articles of importation may be 
added a fourth ; namely, the galls, of whiph, in «ome 
jears, we receive upwards of three thousand pood; 
the lowest price is twelve rubles the pood of forty 
pounds. Our oak-trees seldom produce this excres« 
cence, and we have but few o A forests in the south. 
era climates. A small quantity of galls may be col* 
lected in Tanrida, but it would be insufficient to ren. 
der the importation of that commodity unnecessary* 
This article Js indeed indispensable to our tanners and 
djers, till we discover an indigenous production 
irhich possesses similar properties for dying black. 
Perhaps the importation . of galls might be consider, 
ably diminished by the substitution of ih^ Andromeda; 
in Russian, Bolotniki ; which grow abundantly in the 
northern morasses^ and the superiority of which, in 
dying silk of a black colour, has long been admitted. 

'^ We receive few commodities of any importance 
from Persia, except the beforementioned. The foU 
lowing enumeration will comprise almost the whole 
of the other articles of commerce worthy of notice^ 
which we import from that country. A few otter* 
skins and other furs ; lamb skins^brought chiefly from 
Boukharia; a small quantity of Galbanum^ Gum 
ammoniac, saffron, and' Assafosiidoy which l4St costs 
from three to seven rubles the. pood ; .walQuts^ a thou* 
sand of which are sold for less than.on^ rubles ipnia 
confections, and a few dried fruits ; such as dates^ 
Kyshmish, or small raisins without &tones; large 
raisins, pistachio nuts, almonds, Sheptala, . or dried 
peaches, prunes, Alftsha, or small tartish prunes, 
fresh and dried truffles of Baku, garlic, and rice. I 
had almost omitted to ix^ention the Oriental Turkpiscs^ 
I 3 
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which are told in great numbers, and at low prices^ 
by the merchants of Astrakhan, but are seldom of a 
considerable size, or without some defect ; thej are 
mostly worn in rings, and clumsily set in ti|i. I pur. 
dhased a udgle Tvurkois for two hundred and fifty 
rubles ; it was of a short conic form, and upwards of 
an inch in diameter ; this stone would have been of 
great f alae, had it been free from a defect in the co- 
lour near its edge. The Indians who reside here also 
O^casiooallj deal in emeralds and rubies. 

^< With respect to our exports, we hare made but 
▼ery slow advances. Besides, the commodities it for 
our commercial uitercouse with Persia are such as we 
are obliged to procure from foreigners, and conse- 
quently cannot be imputed in the balance of trade. 
The m6st considerable and beneficial export, for 
some time past, has been cochineal. In cloths, the 
exportation may amount to one hundred and fifty 
thousand rubles; in yelvet, froib fifteen to twenty 
thousand rubles ; and the value of all the remaining 
articles together does not amount to forty thousand 
rubies. Perhaps the Russian leather, or Yukhten, 
may produce from ten to fifteen thousand rabies of 
this balance. Sugars of different kinds are exported 
to the value of twenty thousand rubles. The amount 
of brocades, camblets, taffetas, paper, small looking, 
glasses, and several articles of iron and copper, as 
well as spices exported from Astrakhan, is altogether 
less than that of the last.mentioned merchandize. Pig 
^nd bar iron would be a very lucrative article of 
commerce, especially as it is a native production ; but 
Heraclitts, the Tzar of Georgia, haying in the year 
1780 obtained permission for his Armenian factor 
Tarnmof, to export, during four successive years, 
forty thousand pood of iron free from duty, the mer- 
chants on account of the high duty of sixty kopeeks 
a pood, were unable to trade in this commodity With 
any advantage. As, therefore, the balance of trade 
WUh Persia is aj^idnst Russia, it is worthy of ipquiry 
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is wiiat manner our oMnmercialr intercoune conld be 
tendered, if not profitable, at least less detrimental to 
ibe interests of 'the empire; for; in my opinion, wo 
possess the means of efPectiog that desirable purpose* 
If the Russian merchant wishes to rival the other 
£aropean merchant in Persia, whenjce thej obtain 
ike best siik^ or to engross this trade by lower prices^ 
^t object can only be accomplished by a drawback 
en the duties paid in the sea.ports of the Baltic. 
Similar judicious measures are frequently and sue* 
cessfuUy adopted in England. 

*' It is, howeTer, scarcely to be expected, that 
ioring the free trade, merchants, who consist of te 
many different nations, will co-operate to accomplish 
this patriotic purpose, and deal with integrity towards 
each other, as well as to the general interest of Rus- 
sian commerce. They will appropriate the drawback 
to their own private interest, and be unconcerned 
whether this remission of duty may be of any future 
advantage. Hence it would be necessary to give this 
trade exclusively to a chartered company of mer* 
chants, possessing experience and integrity, and to be 
fegnlated by directors subject to the coutroul of the 
oonmercial college. 

^^ I did not think," continues M.^Pallas, <^ my 
time would be ill spent during my stay at Astrakhan, 
by inquiring into the means employed in the east for 
dying madder red ; especially as I had an opportunl^ 
of obtaining accurate information on the subject by a 
friend, who had advanced money for the establish, 
ment of a work for dying cotton of tiiat colour. I 
shall here communicate my remarks, which may sesve 
to correct a former description, printed in the Jour- 
nal of St. Petersburg, and the periodical work, cal* 
led. in German, ^ Nordische Be^rdge^^ or Northern 
Contributions. This account is the irst ihat has ap« 
peared in print, relative to an art that has formerly 
been kept a great secret. 
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^^ A quantity of cottea^ yarn is usually prepared 
for dying on a Saturday, iu the following manner: it 
is first soaked in the fat of fish, preTipusly saturated 
with a solution of the salt of soda, called Kalak^r ; ia 
this state it is left in a heap till the succeeding Moa« 
day, during which time it grows remarkably >ot. 

'^ On Monday the yarn is rinsed, dried, and again 
immersed in this fat emulsion ; and^on Tuesday that 
process is repeated a third time, after which it is hung 
«p to dry ; the four following days of the week it is 
repeatedly steeped in new lixivia of simple Kalak^,r* 

^^ Having undergone these processes, the yarn re^ 
ceiTes the first olive colour from the leaves of the . 
Beige, or the Cotinus of Linuffius. In order te dye 
ten pood of yarn, three, pood and thirty pounds of 
the leaves of the Beige, that is, fifteen pounds of 
leaves to each pood of yarn, are boiled in large 
kettles containing from forty to forty- three Russian 
Vedros, or cimers, of water. This decoction is fil. 
te red through sieves,^ while the kettles are cleansed 
for the reception of the purified liquor, in which a 
. pood of allum is dissolved. Into this liquid dye the 
yarn is dipt by. skeins, in small cup^ or pots, then 
hung up to dry, afterwards washed, and again dried, 

" The yarn being thus prepared, the workmen 
then proceed to give it a red dye : to every pood of 
yarn an equal quantity, or somewhat less, of ground 
madder, which has previously been mixed with half a 
Jlussian vedro, or about thirteen pints, English mea. 
45ure, of blood, is put into every kettle. After boil, 
ing.this dye the yarn is immersed in the preparation, 
<and suffered to boil up with the liquor. 
.. ^^ When thus perfectly dyed, it is 'dried, and after* 
.wards, placed in pots containing alkaVme water, in 
which it is completely immersed and allowed to sini. 
oner, while the liquor, which boils ov^r and runs off 
by a small gutter affixed to the edge of the vessel, is 
continually replaced by a fresh solution of the soda. 
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After the yarn has been thus boiled, again dried, and 
washed, this complicated operation is genetally 
ioished in three weeks. It is affirmed that the Turks 
conclude their process by again soaking the dyed 
yarn in oil , to give it a more beautiful colour and 
iastre, as well as with a Tiew to increase its weight : 
in this state it is pressed, and allowed to dry ; they 
commonly use the oil of olives, instead ef the fat of 
ish ; but in general every kind of oil or liquid fat, 
which forms a saponaceous mass with the solution of 
soda, is proper for that purpose. 

^^ The price, of dying materials ^always Taties ac. 
cording to the state of the market, and other circnm* 
stances ; and it requires a large capital to support 
such an establishment. Of the madder obtained from 
Persia, and the environs of the Terek, that with small 
roots is preferred; it is sold, according to its quality, 
from eleven to fourteen rubles the pood, and afterwards 
reduced to powder : the braised leaves and stalks of 
the Beige, or Cotinusy are brought from Kislar, and 
cost from eighty to one hundred kopeeks, or one 
ruble the pood. Unless the cotton yarn be previously 
dyed urith these leaves, or the g^ls which were for. 
merly used, it will acquire only a pale, andnot adur* 
able red. Soda of a good quality also comes frem 
Kislar, and varies in price from thirty to one hundred 
kopeeks a pood. The best sort, which is dry and 
hard as a stone, was at this time sold at only thirty 
kopeeks. On being dissolved, all the particles of car. 
bon with which it is mixed are precipitated, and by 
skimming the solution becomes perfectly clarified ; the 
sediment is thrown away as useless. A pood of soda 
is dissolved in a vat of forty vedros, ar about one 
hundred and thirty English gallons. 

'* For every pood of cotton yam t|ie dyer is paid 
from twenty.five to thirty-six rubles, including mate, 
rials and the price of dying ; he returns from three to 
six 5>ounds overplus to .each pood, because the yarn 
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has acquired £o much additional weight from the co« 
lour. ' 

" To each pood pf yarn are used four pounds of 
allum^ fifteen pounds of Cotinus leaves, fifty^eight 
pounds of the fat of fish, one pood of soda, and one 
pood of madder. Two boilers for the decoction of 
the Beige leaves and madder, both heated by the same 
^e, and four large pans for the soda, are sufficient 
;to dye fiyQ hundred pood of yarn in one year. It 
must,^ however, be remarked, that the dying process 
cannot be continued in winter, and it is likewise in* 
ierrupted by rainy weather. 

^' The culture of the vine, introduced at Astrakhan 
in the reign jof Peter the Great, is in a progressive 
ifitate of improvement, though the climate and soil are 
rather unfavourable. The vine is at present not cul. 
tivated merely for the. fresh grapes, but likewise for 
the production of wine. The grapes are packed 
with red millet in. small casks, which are suspended 

^iY chains in.t^opden cases, and thus conveyed to the 
court and to the capitals, where they are sold to 
great advantage. - The vineyards, formerly cultivated 

.at the.expence of the crown, have been sold by pub. 
lie auction; and hence, as well as by the important 

r plantation, of the late governor of Astrakhan, and 
afterwards senator, Nikita Afanassievitch Beketof, 

^the cultivation of the vine has received new vigour. 
^^ On the ^Ist of August, I accompanied the present 

.governor, major general Skarshiosky, on a visit to 
the new establishment in the isle of Tsherepakha, 

-which is inclosed by banks. In our excursion 
thither, we passed along the Kiitum, an arm of the 
Volga, which branches from that river near Astra^ 
khan, and is provided with a bridge. This isle^ 
which belpngs toM. Qe BeVetof, is formed by the new 

.Kutum, a small collateral arm called Tsherepakha^ 

.or the turtle, and the great Bolda, into which there 

Js ^ conQux of the old aiyl new Kutum. It con» 
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tains some derated ridges, aod a great part of jt has 
been gained from the Mrater by inciosure ; there re. 
sains, however, a very large but shallow marsh,' 
which is connected with the Bolda. The proprietor 
Iiid an opportunity of rusing these dikes at a very 
small expence, by employing the Turkish prisoners 
taken in the war before the last, and transported to 
tie banks of the Volga. By such useful labour, the 
water has been drained from nearly eight hundred 
desae^tines of land ; besides the extent of dry soil, 
which previdusly amounted to about seven hundred 
desasttines. 

*' Two villages, Natshalovo, or Bekctovka, and 
Tama, together contain a population of about two 
hundred males, who are entirely employed and sup. 
ported hj the lord of the manot. Near Beketovka 
are the brick buildings belonging to the pi-oprietor of 
that Village, consisting of an elegant church, with the 
family vault on the highest hillock : and en the north, 
em side of the rising ground is his dwelling.honse, 
with a large central hall, illuminated by a highly sua. 
pended lantern. On the southern side, there is a- 
wall that extend to the church, with two turrets, and 
shades the capacious and convenient vaulted cellars 
of the dwelling-house : there are at present in these 
cellars fourteen thousand vedros of wine, the produce 
of the governor's vineyards, ready for sale, and partly 
kept in uncommonly large casks. The oldest, Which 
is preserved for the use of the proprietor's family, is 
said to be the produce of the year 1772, from^ the 
Hungarian vine, and resembles a good French wine.^ 
It is, however, easily perceptible that this wine is in. 
debted for its preservation to a proportionate addition 
of brandy. Next to this, the wine made in 1774, of 
grapes without stones, cdlled Kyshmish, deserves the> 
preferisnce. Of the wines intended for sale, the oldest 
were of the vintage of 1780. No wines are disposed 
of here, unless they/ be three years old, and those 
longest kept :ire the dearest; for instanee, that of 
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17^ is sold at four rubies the Russian eimer, or 
Yedro, that of 1784 resembies Fin de Ghraoe^ is made 
of Kyshmish, and sells at three rubles and a half; 
and the younger kinds are sold at two rubles and a 
half the eimer : there are annually pressed here front 
four to five thousand eimers of wine, and the oldest 
casks are always filled up from those succeeding in 
the order of time ; the grapes are pressed in an ap« 
propriate wooden building* / 

^^ Immediately behind the church and dweHingt 
hoase, towards the west, there is a small Tineyard and 
orchard, which contain Tines for the use of the house, 
hold, and are watered by a mill with several machines 
for raising the water above the level of the soil : there 
is also a circular windmill, with a horizontal wheel 
and suls, but which Is not in use. 
\ '' The principal vineyards, viz. an old one, and ano* 
ther newly planted, are situated in a southern direc.* 
4ion to the former, and in a parallel line from east to 
west, on two eminences exposed to the south. The 
more southern, and older vineyard, is thickly planted, ", 
and so abundantly productive of grapes, that it de» ^ 
lights the eye of the beholder; some branches of ^j 
which, with thick skins, measured almost three spans, C 
^n length, and those called Kyshmish, two spans, i 
This vineyard is provided with three mills for water* ' 
Ing the ground, and the central mill is erected on a.|' 
base of brickwork, for the purpose of raising ths^^ 
water to the highest parts. The more northern anA'/] 
younger vineyard is situated somewhat higher ; it ia] | 
embellished with a pleasure-honse, and has four windt 
mills for raising the water. The vines, though plante4^' 
seven years a|[o, have not yet overspread the -vinei 
yard, in consequence of their being placed at so greal'^' 
a dbtance from each other. They produced very feii|^; 
grapes, and the foliage was parched by heat, excepf 
in one quarter, which, by way of experiment, haf ^ 
been plentifully manured in the present year. Ths^' 
ifiijudicions practice of planting too thiU;^ is generalljr^ 
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nitated bj the new vine planters of AstraKhan ; it 
i onqaestionably less advantageous than the close- 
lethod, by which the soil is soon oyershaded, and 
lODsequently requires less watering. The old rlne- 
jird contains from eighty to ninety thousand square 
athoms/but the new one only sixty thousand. The 
plants of the old vineyard are disposed in circular and 
iemicirculalr walks and espaliers : those of the other 
ire expanded in the form of a mushroom or umbr«lla» 
Grery kind of grape which this country produces 
nay be found here, but the most numerous are the 
Honfgarian, those with a thin skin, and the different 
iorts of Kyshmish, which are reckoned the best, and 
ire most easily pressed^ The intermediate low ground 
vas formerly planted partly with vines, and partlj 
with other fruit-trees. But since the water, raised 
for fertilizing the soil of the vineyard, has been col- 
lected in ditches, and reconducted into this vale, it 
bas become so much impregnated with saline particles 
from the more elevated parts, that all the trees have 
perished, and there now only remains the Zi^gophifL 
Im, several species of the Salsola, some rushes in the 
lov and marshy part, and the Statice Scoparim^ of 
which brooms are manufactured in Astrakhan. 
^' Beside the vineyards, there are also established on 
tbisle, a garden, and a mulberrj^ plantation, by the 
^Tes of which a number of silk- worms are nourished^ 
(•that from fourteen to twenty pounds of silk are 
isttally produced. 

^^ AS ^ese plantations are cultivated by the vassal 
bn, each of whom receives for his labour, twelve 
I and three bags, each containing forty pounds 
liour, every year. 

^ There aro besides three vine dressers appointed as 
ers." 

ring M.Ta^lias*s stay at Astrakhan, he attehded 

^pleasure at the idolatrous worship of those Iti- 

[merchants of Multanistan, who reside together 

I ladiaft Courts CAUedladeiskoiDvor. Thoogk 



90 PALLAS'B TRA¥BL» THR0U)»H 

1786 is sold at four rubles the Russian eimer, or 
tedro, that of 1784 resembles Fin de Gravey is made 
of Kyshmish, and sells at three rubles and a half; 
and the younger l&inds are sold at two rubles and a 
half the eimer : there are annually pressed here from 
four to ire thousand eimers of wine, and the oldest 
casks are always filled up from those succeeding In 
the order of time ; the grapes are pressed in an ap« 
propriate wooden building* / 

^^ Immediately behind the church and dwelling-^ 
koase, towards the west, there is a small rineyard and 
orchard, which contain Tines for the use of the house* 
hold, and are watered by a mill with several machines 
for raising the water above the level of the soil : there 
b also a circular windmill, with a horizontal wheel 
and suls, but which is not in use. 
\ ^^ The principal vineyards, viz. an old one, and aito« 
ther newly planted, are situated in a southern direc* 
4ion to the former, and in a parallel line from east to 
west, on two eminences exposed to the south. The 
more southern, and older vineyard, is thickly planted, 
and so abundantly productive of grapes, that it de* 
lights the eye of the beholder; some branches of 
which, with thick skins, measured almost three spans 
^n length, and those called Kyshmish, two spans* 
This vineyard is provided with three mills for water* 
Ing the ground, and the central mill is erected on a 
base of brickwork, for the purpose of raising the 
water to the highest parts. The more northern and 
younger vineyard is situated somewhat higher ; it is 
embellished with a pleasure«house, and has fonr wind* 
mills for raising the water. The vines, though planted 
seven years ai(o, have not yet overspread the vine- 
yard, in consequence of their being placed at so great 
a distance from each other, ^hej produced verj few 
grapes, and the foliage was parched by heat, except 
in one quarter, which, by way of experiment^ had 
been plentifully manured in the present year. The 
injudicious practice of planting too thin;^ is generally 
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jftitated bj the new Tine planters of Astralban ; it 
» onqaestionably less advantageous than the close- 
nethod, by which the soil is soon oyershaded, and 
consequently requires less uratering. The old rine- 
^rd contains from eighty to ninety thousand square 
fathoms,' but the new one only sixty thousand. The 
plants of the old vineyard are disposed in circular and 
lemicirculslr walks and espaliers : those of the other 
are expanded in the form of a mushroom or umbr«lla» 
Erery kind of grape which this country produces 
may be found here, but the most numerous are the 
fiaifgarian, those with a thin skin, and the different 
sorts of Kyshmish, which are reckoned the best, and 
*are most easily pressed^ The intermediate low ground 
was formerly planted partly with vines, and partlj 
with other fruit-trees. But since the water, raised 
for fertilizing the soil of the vineyard, has been col- 
lected in ditches, and reconducted into this vale, it 
has become so much impregnated with saline particles 
from the more elevated parts, that all the trees have 
perished, and there now only remains the ZygophtfU 
lum^ several species of the Salsola, some rushes in the 
low and marshy part, and the Statice Scoparim^ of 
which brooms are manufactured in Astrakhan. 

^^ Beside the vineyards, there are also established on 
this isle, a garden, and a mulberr)^ plantation, by the 
leaves of which a number of silk- worms are nourished, 
so that from fourteen to twenty pounds of silk are 
annually produced. 

*< A& ^ese plantations are cultivated by the vassal 
boors, each of whom receives for his labour^ twelve 
rnUes and thfee bags, each conttuning forty pounds 
of flour, every year. 

^^ There are besides three vine dressers appointed as 
overseers." 

Daring M. Pa:lia8*s stay at Astrakhan, he attended 
witii pleasure at the idolatrous worship of those Iti- 
dian merchants of Multanistan, who reside together 
ia th^ IndiftBL Court^ CftUed lodeiskoi Dvor. Though 
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with his warmed fingers : this part of the ceremoitj 
being concluded, the priest received the lamp, and 
extinguished the five flames with its pedestal; but th» 
wick with which he had lighted them, ha threw into 
the large lamp. 

" At length, the element of water was worshipped. 
For this purpose, pure water was kept ready in a 
large marine shell, which was placed on a brass rase 
supported by the right corner of the pagoda. The 
dervise toek this shell, and, between the pauses of 
the song, he poured the water it contained with much 
dexterity from a considerable height into the half. 
coTered cup on the floor ; and, lastly, dipping lys 
hand into this holy water, he besprinkled the whole 
congregation, who received this benediction f^ry de* 
f outly, and with folded hands. 

^^ After the litany was finished, the dervise gayc the 
cup with holy water to the person who chimed Jthe 
bells, and sat down, together with the whole congre- 
gation, cross.legged, on the carpet; he then caused a 
spoonful of holy water to be poured into the palm 
of eitch person's hand, who religiously swallowed it, 
and moistened his head and eyes with his wet palm. 
The dervise afterwards took the remainder, with 
which he washed his head and eyes, and poured it ia- 
to the vase that supported the shell before the idols. 
He then said a long prayer for the empress, the con- 
stituted authorities, and the people. After this cere, 
mony, the Indians were presented with dried raisins 
without stones, or Kyshmish, on a plate ; and after 
they had all risen, plates with sugar-candy and pista- 
chio nuts were offered to the strangers. When the 
. whole ceremony was concluded, we were permitted 
to approach and make drawings of the pagoda, with- 
out touching any part of it. At our request the 
priest himself uncovered part of the idols, which 
were dressed in sky-blue and pale rose-coloured silk 
cloaks, describing them to us by their names. In the 
back ground, elevated on a pedestal, in a directiou 



/ 
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from riglit to left, we observed the following ; Sage- 
nat, Tsettergun, Letsemaa, Rama, Bahart, and Le. 
kumi. The irst five were adorned with high moYO. 
able bonnets; the last was a representation of- a fc- 
male, dressed in a kind of turban, with a ring in her 
nose I On a lower step, in the second row, on the 
right side, were Murii and Mrohor ; tliey were decQ. 
rated with high bonnets, but without silk garments, 
and held staves in their right hands, over their shonU 
ders. In the midst, there was a figure called Ash. 
tabudshi, with eig|it arms, and crowped like Cybele ; 
the next was a figure called Saddasho, in a sitting 
posture, with a round bonnet, and Honnman, an 
idol resembling Apis, with a dog's head, and rings in 
his ears. Small idols and relics crowded together oc« 
en pied the front part of the shrine. Before the figures 
that held staves in their hands, we observed two dis. 
ttngnished pictures of Vishnu and Brama, or as they 
pronounce it, Brmahah, Farther to the right there 
were two verj prominent sitting idols, in the form 
of apes, which were likewise called Honuman, with 
long.pointed caps, like crowns. In front of these 
was the figure of a tiger, or lioness, cast in copper, 
like the idols, and called Ssurr.nur.seng. Lastly, 
towards the comer, we noticed three figures similar 
to the Durnma of the Mongolian Lamas, which ap. 
peared to represent Lingams, and were called Shad- 
isham, that in the middle leaned on a square pedestal 
of yellow amber, in the form of an obkise cone, 
vStudded with grains of rice: two other small columns 
.rested on a base similar to a lamp, which represented 
the female parts of generation. In the middle was 
placed a small idol, with. a very high bonnet,. called 
Gupaledshi; at its right side there was a large black 
4Stone, and on the left, two. smaller ones of the same 
colour, brought from the Gangds, aiid regarded by 
the Indians as sacred. These fossils were of the spe. 
.cies called Shoss, Saugh, or Sankara, and appeared to* 
Jl>e An impression either of a bivalve muscle, with 
K 3 
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long protuberairc^^) or of a particular species cf i 
hog. I hare never ^een araodg petrifactions tliese 
stones with a figured eleTation, by which the Indians 
endeavour to represent certain female parts, and raise 
the colour by yellow streaks of tnrmerie. Such stones 
are held in the greatest veneration among them. Be- 
hind the formest idol, there was a folded silk garment 
lying, across, in the corner stood the figure of a sad- 
dled lion, called Nhandigana. There was besides an 
image at the head of the shrine, with its face turned 
towards the other idols: He appeared almost withered, 
had large ears^ and was called Gori. The front space 
likewise contained the bell, or Ghenta, of the idolatrous 
priest, as well as his rosary. and a sceptre, such as is 
peculiar to the Lama clergy. From these details, the 
great analogy between t|ie idolatrous worship of the 
Lama of Tybet, and some ceremonies of the Indians, 
and even of the ancient Christiaa church will be evi. 
dent." 

On the IQth of August M. Pallas assisted at a very 
remarkable ceremony, which took place after the or. 
dinary celebration of divine service, iu the metropo- 
litan church of the Armenians. The Suffragan, or 
Archimandrite, carried in a solemn manner the holy 
oil, or myron, which is only prepared every four or 
^we years in the Araratian convent of Etsh Muidsin, 
and is afterwards distributed to all the churches of 
the Armenio^Nestorians. This oil was brought in 
large copper flasks, and slowly poured by the snf* 
fragan, with much attention and many pauses, iato 
glass bottles, in prddr te exhibit it to the people. 
The ceremony l»ited full two hoars and a half, duiu 
ing which were Said a long litany and prayers for all 
' ranks of people ; the whole concluded with the 
Lord's Supper, and a general benediction, wkick was 
f iven by the Archlmandite alone. He obtained peiw 
mission to examine the oil ; it had acquired a green 
'colour fcom the copper vessel, and a rancid smell* 
ft tasted^ like oil of olives^ piu*taking of the o4o«r 
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of mastich. He was told that it was prepared in forty 
days, from flowers and plants of fortj different sorts, 
which were collected with great secrecy on the moun. 
tiins of Anadolia and the Caacasun* 

On the 90th of Angust M. Akhmatof, captain of 
tie port of AstralLhan, granted him a batge, in order 
to send a party to the mouth of the Volga ; a distance 
from sixty to eighty yersts, where, according to tlie 
information he had obtained from the late Dr« Lerch, 
the Nymphasu Nelumbo grew in abundance, so that 
lie procured a great number of flowers and fruits of 
this plant, in different gradations of growth ; soiiii' of 
which had nearly attained perfect maturity. The 
fruits, wliich the Russians call sea-nuts, or Morskye 
Orekiii, the inhabitants of Tybet, Badma, the Per«> 
sians, Dariopacta, and the Indians, Pabin, or Lilifar, 
are searched for, and eaten with avidity, by the last, 
mentioned nation, who regard them as sacred. Ac. 
cording to their mythology, and that of Tybet, the 
perfect divinities are regenerated in the richly scented 
flowers of this plant, which serve them for a throne. 
Indeed these flowers haye an agreeable flarour, and 
the distilled water which the apothecary of this city, 
the assessor Zettler, had the politeness to prepare 
for me, contains an agreeable and permanent taste of 
ine Ambra, and, when used as a lotion, imparts such 
a softness and delicacy to the skin of the face ami 
hands, that it deserves to be iiltroduoed as an inno- 
cent cosmetic into all the apothecaries* shops, espe.- 
dally as the flowers may be collected throughout the 
summer, in the inlets of the Volga and Bolda. The 
leaves of this plant are com pletelyMe from zoophytes, 
and other aquatic insects. The seminal tessels are 
mere oonspicuous, and the germ more magnified in 
the seed of the Nympkmu Nelumbo^ than in any other 
pUnt. When the nuts are inclosed in a lump of clay, 
and immersed under water, they readily germinate, 
particularly if a slight insisibn has been pretiottfly 
DMde in the shell. 
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CHAP. III.. 

Jouirneyfrom Jstrakhan to the Lines of^Ca 

As the autuma approached, Dr. Pallas wi 
Tous to obtain some ktiowledge^f Mount Cai 
and consequently hastened his departure from 
khan. 

On the ^6th of August, in the afternoon, 
rected his travelling carriages to be ferried 
western bank of the Volga ; and on the even! 
the jsame day, the captain of this port, Brij 
Akhmatof, ordered one of the admiralty bai 
conduct him s^id his family to that place, wher< 
passed the night in a Tery conyenient; ferry .h^ 
built for the accommodation of travellers.- 

On the 27th in the morning, they began 
journey on the road to Kislar. Bat as all. 
. branches of the Volga, on the steppe, were sw< 
by the* long-continued S. £• sea^winds, and as 
fords were too deep, they were obliged to mal 
cirouit of about twenty versts, by proceeding ii 
western direction along the BeshkoU. Meantime 
dispatched an express on horseback, by theusu^ roi 
to the post of Glubokinskoi, distant only twe] 
Tersts, that he might send the horses to meetu vs 
^our circuitous road, which was ten versts from 
s tation . Glubokinsk oi is a remarkable place ; : i t e 
tains a number of inhabitants ; and the Bolshaya Sa 
lanka is a noted, quay to which flat..bottomed vessel 
are sent to be freighted with salt. . 

In the vicinity of the branches of the Volga, man] 
. saliue I akes and pools of different extent are scattered 
which in summer produce incrustations of salt, tha 
are collected from the most considerable of their nu mi 
ber .for the imperial magazines, and transported bj 
water. - . . 
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Kalmnks, They dwell in felt tents ejoiGtly similar to 
those of the Kalmnks ; and their onlj fuel is dried 
cow-dang and rushes. Their principal food is flesh, 
sour mil£, a small qtiantitj of groats, and meal, which 
they pnrdiase from the Russiani ; but their favourite 
food is horse-flesh. These people appear to lead a 
very tranquil life ; being obliged ta pepform Ho otHer 
services, than to furnish post-horses, aud do military 
duty. They are governed by a particular -magistrate 
called Pristaf, who has a Tery good place, lives 
among them with several interpreters^ watches over 
Iheir conduct, and determines all their disputes, to 
which they seem much 'inclined. It has often been 
suspected that they intended to repass the Volga and 
Yaik, in order to rejoin their brethren; but it is 
highly improbable that such an emigration will be at- 
tempted, especially in their present state of prosper 
rity, and as the more aged among them are gradually 
dropping off. The only tnconvenience they are 
subject ta, is the want of fresh water, particularly in 
summer and autumn. A military rank has been con. 
f erred on several of their elders or chiefs, and all the 
rich persons among them appear to be equally desirous 
to obtain this distincdon. The number of their tems 
amounts to upwards of one thousand. They are a 
lively, polite, ^officious, and communicative people, 
\\xt extremely indolent ; are Tcry expert in archery, 
and in their excursions on horseback are usually 
armed with ornamented bows and qaivers. They 
have rich belts and sabres, and are fond df crimsoa* 
colbured dresses, adorned with lace ;/but thk loTe of 
finery is not so Common among any other tribe iiiha* 
biting the steppes : thdr caps are generally round, 
and trhnmed with black lamb, skins, sittiiar to those 
of the Poles. They shave their heads quite bare, and 
many of them also sliave thdr vrhlskers \ but the «M 
men allow their beard to grovr under tile chin. The 
dre$s of their women and girls enaelly resemble* that 
of the Nagays; and tiie jQai;ried wottca also wewr a 
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?kig id oae of tlie aostrils, as is castamary amdng thft 
female Tartars at A&traklian." 

On the Slat ^ Aogvst^ anr trarellers coirtiaued 
tbeir yonxnej is a S. W. direction. Thej 80<m d«. 
Kended from the high aaod-hiHs, and arrived at salt* 
pits of different dimensions, with which the whole 
^ia was ititefsected, and, as it were, excarated. 
The J were st^p along the verge, in conseqaence of 
the Biotion of the water, but became progTessiTetj 
ibaUow, dry, and destitute of plants. 

They stopped to dine at the entrance of a narrow 
tract of country, called Kamyshbnrun, which was 
orergrown with sedge, and where they found the C^- 
perus e&cukntus^ growing iti abundance, and in the 
afternoon they continued their journey with fresh 
horaes which' bad been prepared for, them at this 
place ; and keeping the sedgy tract in view on their 
left, proceeded mostly in a west, and W. N. W. 
direction ; and at length, towards evening, after tra- 
velling about fifteen versts, arrived in the vicinity of 
the lake Kasak Kul, where they passed the ni^hi^ 

On the 1st of September they observed^ in the 
saline plains around the lake Kasak j besides the usual 
marine plants, the Euphorbia Chamas^e in abnn* 
dance, and a small quantity of wild purslain on se* 
veral spots. The Frankenia hirsuta was still in its 
most, beautiful bloom : early the next morning they 
con tinned their journey ; andinstead of the bare steppe 
they had hitherto traversed, they found one tolerably • 
rich, in plants, among which were such as deligikt in a 
saline soil ; - for instance, tamarisks, the Salsola ertcoim 
des9Mid^edoides^P0l§fcnemum ^hotomtun^ aiid«ppon« 
t^olium^ and partiealarly,imBi«rou8shrnbs of liquOi* 
rice with fls^t pods* The low> ooaotry over which \ 
they travelled to the TiUage-of Temoirka, or Talovye 
Temy^ w#s coveced with beantifoi bushes of tama« 
risks, and akmg the banks of the river were some 
copfHces of wiitow» lUoA popters : the former ihey 

T#L. XX* £ 
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first obs^rTed, on ftdTanelng towards the totir^e of 
tiieKiinia. 

Terny, we are informed, is 6ne of the latest Ros. 
aian colonies ; its inhabitants were transpfaced from 
different proTinces into tliis desert though fertile re. 
gion. The people, indeed, suffered niany hardships 
in the beginning of tlleir establishment ; but the tin. 
common fruitfulness of the soil affords them a more 
promising prospect. This fillage is surrounded by 
a collateral branch of the'Kuma, which is partly dry. 
In the vicinity of this place thei^ is a bridge orer 
the river, which connects the Tomsk i road leading 
fromTzaritzin to Mosdok. 

At the distance of seren Tersts from the large Tillage 
Malye Madshary, or Kavkaskoi Usrat, which belongs 
to a nobleman-) they observed in a most agreeable ait u. 
ation, on the bairks of theKuma, a farm established 
for rearing cattle. The bank on this side exhibited 
several chasms formed by the torrents of rain-water ; 
and the wood of the low country, which bad-grown to 
a good size, presented a charming landscape in the 
open plain. They now approached the fire which 
they had discovered on the steppe the preceding even, 
ing, or rather, the continued hnrricane from the 
N* W. impelled it directly towards them, close to 
the bank of the river and the collateral highway. 
They were therefore obliged, as the most prudent 
step in such an exigence, to penetrate upwards of a 
verst through the thick suffocating smoke, mingled 
with ishes driven by the wind, and also through the 
almost insupportable heat of the flame : thus they 
escaped at full gallop^ though not without danger. 
Their Turcoman guides, who were well moutited, 
gave them the most effectual assistanco, by driving 
their horses, and drawing the carriages with ropes. 
By these means, towards the evening they readied 
the village of Usvat, which lay beyond the reach of 
the fire. << Wi wem jnmch gratil^,*' Dr. Paliaa 
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obserres, ^< with our hospitable reception in the com- 
modious and well-built manor-house, which afforded 
IS an a8ji(l«m against the drea4ful tempest* The con. 
Teoience of this residence ; the examination of the 
moch di versified country ; tiie various repairs of our 
carriages ; ani the expected return of an express 
wliom I had dispatched to Naur, induced us to 
stay here several days." 

The Kumain this place flows in romantic meanders, 
which, sometimes on the one side, and sometimes on 
the other, form considerable promontories, called 
Koti. Some of these are covered with rushes, while 
others consist of dry pasturage, and meadows rich in 
herbage, with several thickets of blackthorn and ta* 
marisks. Along the river there are several high fo. 
rests, and many coppices among the treei^, of which 
the wild apple, the wild poplar, and 'thorny pear., 
tree, are most conspicuous. Wild vines were found 
intertwined in different places ; they produced black 
grapes, about the size of the common pea, which were 
very delicious, and contained proportionally large 
stones. 

Beyond the Kama the country is diversified with 
small hills, and rises with a steep ascent from the- 
adjacent bank : this tract is almost as high as that of 
the Sarpa; it consists of a loamy soil, without any 
strata of stone, ^and its surface is a blackish earth 
covered with verdure. 

In this country there is abundance of game. The 
majestic stag descends from the mountains, and the 
Saiga comes hither from the steppe ; there is also a- 
great variety of hares and other small quadrupeds. 
The Mua JoQulnt formerly infested this place In such 
nambers, that they devoured the unripe corn. In 
autumn, especially, this country abounds with wild. 
fowl. Bustards,, as ^well as other birds of passage, 
coiae hither 19 numerous flights, and remain till the 
approach of wii^r. The noblest of the feathered 
tribe here is the pheasant ; this delicate bird appears 
4-a 
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panied them from Astraklian, left them 
c — A« the vicinity of the Terek has been 
>y the natttralists who formerly travelled 
Dtry, Dr. Pallas resolved not to continue 
)y the road Kislar, but rather across the 
;he river Kuma. He w.isbed to visit this 
lially as its banks had recently been peo^ 
had not been described by any traveller. 
xpected to make a more instructive, and 
by the fortress of Georgiefsk, which is the 
pplace on the Lines of the Caucasus. 
Trukhmenes or Turcomans," says Dr. Pal« 
ith whom I was now obliged to continue my 
are a wealthy, well formed, lively people, 
attached to ornami^ntal dress than any 
of the steppes. They are by no means 
ared with their brethren who inhabit tho 
ore of the Caspian Sea. These people are 
nt, but poor and uncivilized, as I have my* 
aenCly observed, while the other Trukh^ 
ve, under their present political constitution, 
much in comeliness and gaiety. Before the 
took possession of the steppe of the Volga, 
ijected these very people, made them tiibu. 
coD^pelled them to migrate over the Yaik. 
became subject to the horde of the Khans 
ot^ who, however, granted them the free ex- • 
i oi the Mahometan religion. On the retreat of 
rde from the steppe, the Turcomans rose in 
^fused to accompany their fugitive oppressors, 
lecame vassals to Russia* They have since been 
ved to the steppe of Kislar, where they are per- 
d to lead a wandering Jife with their flocks and 
Is, between the Kuma and the Terek. They have 
great namber of camels, black cattle, sheep, and 
)rbes. The^ horses resemble the English breed, 
idare.high, s^wift, strong, and durable; they have 
ard hoofs, and are upon.the.whol&a much superior 
reed to the leaii and narrow-chested horses of the , 
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Kalmuks. They dwell in felt tents exactly similar to 
those of the Kalmnkfl ; and their /only fuel is dried 
eow.dung and rashes. Their principal food is flesh, 
sour milk, a small quantity of groats, and meal, which 
they purchase from the Russians ; bat their favourite 
food is horse-flesh. These people appear to lead a 
Tery tranquil life ; being obliged to perform too otKer 
serrices, than to furnish post-horses, aud do military 
duty. They are gOTerned by a particakr-magistrate 
called Pristaf, who has a Tery good place, lives 
among them with several interpreters, watches OTer 
Iheir conduct, and determines all their disputes, to 
which they seem much 'inclined. It has often been 
suspected that they intended to repass the Volga and 
Yaik, in order to rejoin theii brethren; but it is 
highly improbable that such an emigration will be at. 
tempted, especially in their present state of prosper 
rity, and as the more aged among them are ^adually 
dropping off. The only inconTenience they are 
subject tOj is the want of fresh water, particularly^ in 
summer and autumn. A military rank has been con. 
f erred on several of their elders or chiefs, and all the 
rich persons among them appear to be equally desirous 
to obtain this distinction* The number of their teftts 
amounts to upwards of one thousand. They are a 
lively, polite, X)fliciotts, and communicative people, 
^ut extremely indolent ; are Tcry expert in archery, 
and in their excursions on horseback are usually 
armed with ornamented bows and qaivers. They 
have rich belts and sabres, and are fond of crimsoir. 
coibured dresses, adorned with lace ;/but this love of 
finery is not so common among any other tribe lnhtt« 
biting the steppes : their caps are generally round, 
and trimmed with black lamb, skins, nmiiar to those 
of the Poles. They shave tiieir heads qnite bare, and 
many of them also shave their wblbkers ; bat the Old 
men allow their beard to grow under the chin. The 
dress of their women and girls exaetly resemble* that 
of the Nagays; and tiia maf^ried wotten also wear a 
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ik§ in oae of the sofltrik, as is cnstomarf nnpag thib 
female Tartars at A&traklian." 

On the sist <»f August^ our traTellers coirtiiuied 
tbeir jonmey io aS. W. direction. They soon de« 
tceaded from the high sand-hiHs, and arrived at salt- 
pits of different dimensiotts, with which the whole 
^ia was lYttersected, and, as it were, excavated. 
Tbej were st^p along the verge, in conseqaence of 
the motioQ of the water, but becaioe progressivdj 
ikllow, dry, and destitute of plants. 

Tfaey stopped to diae at the entrance of a narrow 
tract of country, called Kamyshbnrun, which was 
orergrown with sedge, and where they found the Cj^- 
perus eecukntus^ growing in abundance, and in the 
afternoon they continued their journey with fresh 
hor^ which' bad been prepared for. them at this 
place ; and keeping the sedgy tract in view on their 
left, proceeded mostly in a west, and W. N. W« 
directioo ; and at length, towards evening, after tra- 
reUing about fifteen versts, arrived in the vicinity of . 
the lake Kasak Kul, where they passed the ni^ht* 

On the 1st of September they observed, in the 
saline plains around the lake Kasak ^ besides the usual 
marine plants, the Euphorbia Chamws^e in abnn* 
dance, and a small quantity of wild pursfaun on se* 
Terai spots. The Frankenia hirsufa was still in its 
most beautiful bloom : early the next morniog they 
continued their jcmrney ; aodinstead of the bare steppe 
they had hitherto traversed, they found one tolerably- 
rich, in plants, among which were such as delight in a 
saline soil ; far instance, tamarisks, the Saisolaericoim 
desand^edoidiSyP^lgfenefaum ^hoiomum^ Bxtdopposi* 
t^oliumy aAd partiealarly,nuBi«rpuBshrnbs of liquo« 
rice with fl^t ]|^ods« The k>w< coaatry ^over which 
tliey travelled to the TiUageof Temoirka, or Talovye 
Temy, was covesed with beantifol bnshes of tama. 
risks, 4nd along the banks of the river were some 
copfiices of wiltow» 9xA popkrs.: the former they 
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first observed, on AdTaneing towards the toisr^e of 
the Kuma. 

Terny, we are informed, is 6ne of the latest Rus. 
rian colonies ; its Inhabitants were transptaced from 
different proyinces into this desert though fertile re. 
gion. The people, indeed, suffered many hardships 
in the beginning of tkeir establishment ; but the iin. 
common fruitfulness of the soil affords them a more 
promising prospect. This village is surrounded by 
a collateral branch of the Kuma, which is partly dry. 
In the yicfaiity of this place thei^e is a bridge over 
the river, which connects the Tomsk! road leading 
fromTzaritzin to Mosdok. 

At the distance of seven versts from the large village 
Malye Madshary, or Kavkaskoi Usvat, which belongs 
to a nobleman-) they observed in a most agreeable dtu. 
atlon, on the barrks of the -Kuma, a farm established 
for rearing cattle. The bank on this side exhibited 
several chasms formed by the torrents of rain-water ; 
and the wood of the low country, which had-grown to 
a good size, presented a charming landscape in the 
open plain. They now approached the fire which 
they had discovered on the steppe the preceding even, 
ing, or rather, the continued hurricane from the 
N. W. impelled it directly towards them, t\ose to 
the bank of the river and the collateral highway. 
They were therefore obliged, as the most prudent 
itep in such an exigence, to penetrate upwards of a 
vcrst throuffh the thick suffocating smoke, mingled 
with ashes driven by the wind, and also through the 
almost insupportable heat of the flame : thus they 
escaped at full gallop, though not without danger. 
Their Turcoman guides, who were well rooutited, 
gave them the most effectual assistance, by driving, 
their horses, and drawing the carriages with ropes. 
By these means, towards the evening tlvey readied 
the village of Usvat, wkkh lay beyond the reach of 
the fire. '< Wt w«fa jamdi graU^," Dr. PaUa* 
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obserres, ^< with our hospitable receptioa ia the com- 
modious and welUbuilt maoor.house, which afforded 
IS an asjliiin agsuost the drea4ful tempest. The con* 
TeoieDce of this residence ; the examinatioa of the 
much diversified oouDtry ; the Tarious repairs of our 
carriages ; ani the expected return of an express 
whom I had dispatched to Naur, induced us to 
stay here sereral days." 

The Kuma in this place flows in romantic meanders^ 
which, sometimes on the one side, and sometimes on 
the other, form considerable promontories, called 
Kuti, Some of these are covered with rushes, while 
others consist of dry pasturage, and meadows rich in 
herbage, with several thickets of blackthorn and ta« 
marisks- Along the riyer there are several high fo. 
rests, and many coppices among the treet^, of which 
the wild apple^ the wild poplar, and 'thorny pear*, 
tree, are most conspicuous. Wild vines were found 
intertwined in different places ; they produced black 
grapes, about the size of the commqn pea, which were 
very delicious, and contained proportionally . large 
stones. 

Beyond the Kuma the country is diversified with- 
sinall hills, and rises with a steep ascent from the- 
adjacent bank: this tract is almost as high as that of 
the Sarpa ; it consists of a loamy soil, without any 
strata of stone, and its surface is a blackish earth 
covered with verdure. 

In this country there is abondance of game. The 
majestic stag descends from the mountains, ani the 
Saiga comes hither from the steppe ; there is also a* 
great variety of hares and other small quadrupeds. 
The Mua Jaculut formerly infested this place in such 
numbers, that they devoured the unripe corn, la 
aotamn,, especially, this country abounds with wild, 
fowl.. Bustarils, as =weU as other birds of passage, 
come Mther 19 oumevous flights, and remain till the 
approach of winter. The noblest of the feathered 
tribe here is the pheasant ; this delicate bird appears 
1.2 
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£rst in fte forests adiaceat to the KumA, uad af«e#. 
wards more niiiBevovflly in the tfakkcits and sddges of 
tbe low couAtrj. The places oi^evspFead widi reeds 
adjacent to tbe Terek and the Kuban, along tNe 
shores of the Caspian sea, and the^^ vfkoiQ traet of ike 
Caucasus, maj be said to he the natite eountry of 
the pheasant^ 

The inlets of the river contain shads, small carp, 
pike, and other smaller fish of different kinds : - in 
fiODie lakes of the low conntry there are small tet»ch, 
und earonsses, which are beautiftdlljr speckled, and 
▼ery delicions. 

Malye Madshary, or as it has sinoe been called, 
KsYkaskoi Usvat, is next to Volodimerovka, the 
first Tillage estabtished on the banks of Obe Kama, in 
this beautifal and fertil<^ country, which' only twelTe 
^ears ago wa^ a desert. The Malo-Rissians, and other 
wandering hordes, laid the first fonndativB of a set. 
tlement, and submitted to be enrolled as Tassais. At« 
tracted by the beauty of the place, and theabnodance 
of good arable land ^ad pasturage, several indiTi^ 
duals, as well married as single, have gradntdly 
settled here ; hence the viUage is now incireaseGl to 
oife hundred and sij^ty fa.rm.ho«ses, and inhabited by 
eix hundred persons, from the age of fifteen to sixty 
years, who are subject to a poll-tax. Exckisive of 
these, there are about two hundred unmarried men, 
who have received permission to work at the fisheries. 
This vilkge belongs io the Princess Vasemskoi, wiio 
Ht the request of the peasants, has appointed a priest 
of Georgian descent, born at Kblar. She has also 
caused a small chuedi to be erected of wood, and 
the villagers, in consequence of their agreeable situ« 
ation, in a fertile country, are ivow become peaceable 
vassals. The village is buiit in regular streets ; the 
cottages are i Meed sma^l, , Vut well constvncted of 
wood, plastered o^er with day* A good manor, 
bouse, with a garden, affords a convenient ^resting;, 
pl^ce to the traveller, who TMtl^ thi? desert ^douoftry. 



FAST or «HB RVMIiK BUPIKl. llj 

A^ the western part of the TiUage, on a dedining 
promontory, numd which the Kuma winds in a con. 
siderable angle, the eiicellent economist of this place^ 
M. TomashdTsky, has cleaced the ground of brush* 
wood and sedge, and has begnn to plant a vineyard, 
orchard, and mulberry-garden, which promise to be^ 
Tery beneficial. This ingenious gentleman is a na« 
tire of Poland, and has luid the superiutendance of 
the village for the last six years. 

M. Tomashefsky has also made an attempt to cuU 
tivate silk. It was intended to devote a particular 
part of the village to such an establishment for the 
tmigraats from Georgia, who might considerably in. 
crease this branch of econoiby. There could be as 
much silk produced along the borders of the Terek, 
the Kuma, and in Tanrida, aa would supply Russia 
with a sufficiency for home consumption.. It would, 
boweTe^y be absolutely necessary to employ colonists 
from Asia, Gref^ce, Dalmatia, and Italy ; as the Rus* 
sians can by no means be induced to engage in this 
profitable branch of industry. All the silk which is 
now produced on the banks of the Terek, and in 
Astrakhan, is cultivated by Georgians, Armenians, 
an4 a few Kozaks, who have in this respect overcome 
the popular pre'indicc. 

Th^ principal employment o( the Russian peasant, 
rn this country, is agriculture $ which is facilitated 
by the uncommon fertility of the soil. An unculti. 
vated field, covered with a thick turf, is ploughed in 
spring, sown with millet, and harrowed. In the 
secoad ye^r, this ground is again broken up with 
a heavy .rake,- called Ralo^ which is drawn by 
ozeoy and afterwards, sown with wheat. The 
tidrd year it is sown with rye or barley, which 
is harrowed in by the Ralo, and the fourth year 
it is .deeply ploughed for winter whiesat. After this 
succession of crop^ the soil is allowed to lie fal- 
low for four, years, and upwards, till the herbage 
that overspreads its surface affords sufficient Te« 
l3 



% 



114 VALLAJ*9 TttATXU VBttOUfiH' 

gelftbk monldk Wheat. yields iwelTtiuMd and np^ 
"wards, and rye eighUfoid on this ai^Maceons, Uadk 
■oil| w&ich is intermixed with marl. The winter 
vheat sown in NoYsmber ripens towards Whitsantide, 
and the summer wheat, whiieh is put into the ground 
as early as February, is ripe by the end of June, or 
beginning of Jaly. An experiment has been made 
to cultiyate plain barley, and English as well as 
black oats. The ripe grain is trodden out in the 
o^en fields by horses hired of the Tartars, and the 
atraw remains in heaps Ull the ne^it conflagration of 
tiife steppe. 

On die 4tliW September, in the afternoon, our 
trarellers left lJH?at, and continued their journey. 
The steppe perceptibly rises, towards the Sakhaya, 
or dry Bibala, pronouniced by the Russians, Buivalla. 
This saline ditch was at present in a dry state ; it ex. 
tends ten Tei*sts from the steppe, and carries off the 
snow-water in spring, 3eyond the K-uma, the high 
country was uniformly more elevated than the steppe 
on this side of the riTer : the country was intersected 
by trenches formed by the rain-water, and the steppe 
gradually declined towards the meadows. 

Pokoinoi is a large parochial village, which has 
been peopled hj Russian colonists from /several parts 
of the empire: their original number amonmted to 
1100 males, but it is now reduced to three hundred 
and sixty-ohe. Near Pokoinoi, on therirer Kuma, 
there is a wretched floating mill built on hollow 
beams, and bi^louging to a companjr of fite peasants ( 
there is also a bridge equally iddiffi^rent. In the low 
bushy country, on th^ opposite side of thfe river, we 
saw several wild Tines with rip<i gtapes, the watei^ 
'^ elder, and great ttumbers of the £^89cu$ s^WsM^^ 
but which were now withered. 

Leaving Privokiob on the 5th df September, they 

se^ori arrived at an eitefasiire lo# feonntry, C0T«ered^ 

' with reeds, but now in a dry st^te. It is called Mok. 

f aya^ or Ae wet Byralllt^ HM IskfdM the roai it 
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forms a marshj lake, along the right bank, of which 
there are seteral extensiTe spots covered with a white 
saline efflorescence. The shores of this extensive 
like are Tariegated with sedgy marshes, numerous' 
neadows, and arable land of great fertility. 

They travelled three versts and a half over a yalley 
richly wooded and adorned with numerous vines ; 
asd aseended the high step|i«, which runs in an obtuse 
aagle between the low tracts of the Byvalla and 
Kuraa. Here the antique Tartar buildings that still 
remaio, present themselves to the eye, and are known 
by the names of Bolshye or Verknie, the greater or, 
upper Madshary. 

In the year 1780, the number of these buildings, 
pact of which were standing entire, and others fallea 
to ruin, amounted to thirty. two ; and they learned 
tluit six edifices similar to towers were formerly to be 
seen lo this place. Since Tillages and forts have been 
established in this neighbourhood, the excellent bricks 
of those buildings have been removed, insomuch th^t 
scarcely a trace of them remains. 

September 5th. Eight versts farther, between the 
tilhige Privolnce and Frolof.Kuut, or Nino, the lat. 
ter of which is built in anoFther angle formed hy the 
Kaibd, the tfteppe rises into a bank, which in a strik* 
lug nftfirtier exhibits traces of the high shore of the 
ancient sea. This elevated ground forms the bank of 
tke riv^r, and is upwards of two fathoms above its 
cviretiC : the (hlchicum^ which Dr. Pallas found 
grov^ing thrbnghout the high steppe, was not to be 
nen ^nYhis bank. From Madshary they first descried 
iSHt 9ii6^ notintains of the Caucasus. During the 
i^ole of this day V journey they appeared partico* 
t^lf dfotillct td them, on account of the serenity of 
the air, and ezhil^ited in their train a most ro a gnifi * 
cent spectacle. Besides the loft^ and. colossal Elba^ 
roe,"^ iHittk tbwered above alVthe others^ and, as it 

--r — T — ^~~ '"^ '^ ^' 

^ OuAraveller is not certain what'natioii has givea Ibiftitipttniftj* 
Uie oame of £lbrttS| qr £lburusy which perhaps is not iaierior tu 
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were, guarded the whole chain on it^ western extr«. 
mity, there were four principal groups crowned with 
snow, which were particularly conspicuous by their 
irregular summits. The bla^ck mountains, or, as they 
are usually called here, Tshernye Gory, appeared at 
this distance like a regular wall, which connected the 
stiowy mountains that rose above it, while it formed 
their basis. The height of these black mountains is 
apparently equal to that of the Beshtau, though the 
latter is one hundred and fifty versts distant from the 
former ; and that pare of the llburus which is co. 
Tered with snow, appears to be above double the 
height of the Beshtau, which, however, is much 
nearer the place whence our travellers viewed those 
Tast piles. The other groupes of these snowy moun. 
tains appear to the eye one third lower than the 
Elburus : the most conspicuous are the broken 
mounts near the rise of the Aredon, and the summits 
of Kasibek beyond the source of the Terec. The 
usual road to Georgia passes near the last-mentioned 
riTer. 

The distance from Privolnce to Noyo-Grigoriefskoi, 
or Feoderovka, is fifteen versts : the latter is a large 
parochial village, chiefly inhabited by Malo-Eussians. 
Beyond this village they crossed the small rivulet 
Raramayk, which runs between steep banks, stratified 
with clay and mould. At this place, the base of the 
Hiountains attracts the attention of the observer, 
inrhile Its borders gradually rise as tliey extend along 
the banks of the Karamyk. They crossed the Kama, 
by a miserable bridge. The river is but a 9niaU 
stream at this place ; and it win^s with a serpentine 
course through an extensive and woody valley, in 
the lower part of which the Podkuma, with a stronger 



Mont Blane, The Circassians call it Oshha Makhua^ or the iMtppy 
moant; and the Akases, Orfi Ipgug. Tbey consider it as the tesx- 
4lence of the king of the hopgoblins, vbooi they call Dsbin^Pa* 
/dishah. In the vicissitudes of an unfortunate war^ this 0i9uaUiA 
it an asylum to those nations* 
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current of water, joins the former in the Ticinity of 
the ftboYc mentioned Podgornoe. 

At this place the upper baiik of the Kama is four . 
&tboms high, and consists of a sandy marl, below 
whieh, ki the bed of the river, we discovered a lami- 
nated grey schistus of sand : this was the first layer 
wc observed at the northern declivity of the Cauca. 
SOS, the strata of which incline frota N. W. to S. E. 
ioto a level plain. 

The low country abounded with a greater variety 
ef wood than they had before observed. The jicer 
tampestrej wiki pear, and cherry-trees of Mahaleb^ 
a species of small acid ptambs, called Afitsha, tht 
Idgustrumy Evcmymua grandU^ l*hy$aUs Alkekengl 
and Senecio Deria grew here in abundance: there 
vere also numbers of phcftisants, bares, and roe* 
hack& 

In the evening of this day, they crossed the Kuma, 
la the Circassian language called Gam^^Tsh, and afttf 
traveiling five versts through a bushy valley, anrlved 
at th«) fortress of Georgiefsk, which has since been 
Bade the chief seat of the government. The |;arriso(l 
of this ill-built place includes the major part of itx 
iahalHtaiits ; and it was at this time the resideneef of 
the governor and commandant general of the zvmf 
of the Caucasus. The happiness Dr. Pallas eitperi* 
Mced in becoming acquainted with the general of in* 
fanCry Ivan Vassilievitsh Gudovitsh, a man equally 
estimable for his military talents, politeness, knoV. 
ledge, and aiability, made him the more regi^ thaf 
he had arrived in tjiis remarkable region at %q \^Ut % 
vMWM of the year. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Observations made during a Journey alongtkS 
Caucasus. 

Georgiefsk is situated near the. steep yerge ol 
'^•oody valley of the Podkuraa, or, as the Circaa' 
ans commonly call it, the Gum. The perpendicol 
height of this steep country is eleven fathoms. 1 

^ fortifications on the land side consist of three wh 
and a semi redoubt, while on the side towards 
shore, itis defended by a parapet and battlkries. 
has a church ; but, except the residence of the 
verupr, there is scarcely a decent and tenantable 
bltation. Happily for the inhabitants, the wintei 
as mild here as in the mountains of Crimea ; an i 
vantage which this, place enjoys from its situation 
the angle of the stratified high mount»ns that exU 
towards Severnoi, and protect Georgiefsk against L.,,^, 
north wind. Notwithstanding this protection, t" - 
turbid waters of the Podkuma, the sudden vicit 
tildes of heat and cold, especially the bleak nlgl^ 
wmds from the lofty mountains, the wattt of precaS 
tlon in the Russian soldier to preserve hinilself fron <;^ 
those nocturnal blasts, and the frequent exhalatipB ^v 
and fogs which arise from the moist and low country ]2 
all contribute to render this place extremely un whole ^ 
some; so that intermittent! and bilious fevers areeUt % 
demic and very obstinate^ 
^ On the day when our travellers arrived at 6«oarJ 

, giefsk, the ridge of the black mountain along tM 
Caucasus was covered with new fallen snow, wbiohJ 
however, melted in a few days. Some snow fell a^ 
the same time on"4he mountains of Taurida, which 
also soon disappeared. From Georgiefsk they bad 
a magnificent view of the Caucasian mountains, in! 
their whole extent from the Caspian to the Black Sea. "- 
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The country in the environs of Georgiefsk consists 
of arable land of an excellent quality, meadows, pas- 
tares, fire- wood, and plenty of game : the whole tract 
from this place to the mountains, bounded by the 
banks of the Kuban and the Kalaus, has every rcqui. 
site for the subsistence of a considerable population* 
This country, particularly towards the mountains, 
abounds with deer, roebucks, foxes, and wild cats, 
which resemble the domestic kind, but are much lar. 
ger, and of two colours, reddish, and grey with dark 
streaks. Besides these there are a small species of 
woWes, a few jackalls, hares, mountain mice, and 
the Spalax Typhle^ or large blind mole. Of wild- 
fowl, particularly in autumn, large and small buSr 
tards, partridges, and pheasants, are common here. 

From Georgiefsk they proceeded over a rising fer- 
tile plain covered with excellent grass, and continued 
their journey along the banks of the rapid Podkuma 
that flowed with an undulating current down to the 
left. About half way on the road they found a 
picquetof Kozaks ; and gradually turning in a S. W. 
direction, reached a rising plain which was thinly 
though uniformly covered with wood and spreading^ 
plants, such as indicated a more mountainous country 
and a colder climate. 

About two o'clock in the afternoon, our travellers 
reached the fortress of Constantinogarsk, about forty 
versts distant from Georgiefsk, and found in it a gar* 
rison consisting of a battalion of chasseurs, and a 
troop of dragoons. 

In this place th^sy met with a very hospitable re* 
ccption, in consequence of orders given by the com- 
manding general ; and the same afternoon made an 
excursion in a coach to the sulphureous bath, five 
versts distant to the N. £. of the fort* As they 
proposed to proceed on the following day to the aci« 
dulated springs, a strong detachment of , chasseurs 
ind dragoons was ijent before to take post at that 
pla«e. 
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£arlj on the ioth thej set out for ihe mloeral 
sprint;, escorted by a detachment of dragoons of tbt 
regiment of Astrakhan, and a troop of Kozaks ; and 
after examiniog these springs, returned^ on the lifter, 
noon of the 11th, to Constantinogorsk, inhere the 
lieutenant.colonol and commandant of the place, 
Michael Michaelovitsh VeroTkiO) received us with 
every mark of politeness. 

On the 14th of September Dr, Pallas retorard to 
-Georgiefsk. An attempt was at this time making to 
induce the Circassian princes Yoluutarily to appoint 
regular judges, for settling their controTersies, and 
terminating their continual feuds. 

The tribunals were to hold their sittings near th& 
banks of the Baksan, where a camp was pitched on 
the occasion. As the ceremony of their installation 
was likely to be attended with tuomlt and riot-, espe- 
cially among so disorderly a people. Dr. Pallas was 
induced to make an excursion to the mountains as far 
as the encampment of the Russiart troops: on this 
short journey he was accompanied by th^ polite and 
cheerful Mufti. 

After passing the small rivulet Baksan.ysh, at a 
distance of nearly tcStd vcrsts, over a gently rising and 
mostly level* steppe^ they arrived at the camp near 
the river Baksan, to which place their journey was 
directed. Soon after crossing the Malk, theiy had a 
view of the snowy mountains, ami saw them pro- 
gressively more distinct. Near the camp itself, which 
was sixty versts from Georgiefsk, they appeafed, sayi 
Dr. Pallas, very near to our station. The Elburns, 
the distance of which is .here Qpmputed to be tliirty 
or forty versts, or according- to others it is reckoned 
eleven hours travelling on horseback, consequently 
' about fifty-fivie verstsi,^ was situated a little to the 
right, the ^nowy mounts of Tshegem and Baiksan, di* 



* It is said that thi,^ moaDt is equally distant firom the Btehtaa. 
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recUj^ opposite to our yww towards the soatii, and 
the others in a liae extending to the 8outh.east.^ Be* 
fare we reached the camp, we observed, in a latetai 
direction on the plain, two solid rocks oi granite^ 
oae of which, on ^camining- it more closely, I found 
to be apwards of twelve cubit fathoms projecting 
above groaa4, and forming an obtus^ irregular py* 
nnud. Ob each of these rocks grew the lichen ; 
consequently they could not be that species of granlle 
which is 4eco«iposed ia the open air. 

The whole of this plain where the eacampment 
itood was covered with fine verdure; its bed coil. 
listed partly of pebbles and (Hirtly of solid . granite^ 
which rises above the ground, and exhibits in maaj 
places OH the surface a fine white sand, produced by 
the decomposed granite, and uuxed with a great pro* 
portion of miraceous particles* The plain, which 
eiieudft ar great distance to the north, becomes nar* 
rower toyrards the mountains in the vicinity of tha 
Baksan, where it b confined between level ewinencei 
on the left, and a chain of tolerably high nountains 
OB the right of the river ; uo that the Baksan at 
length cantinues its course between high banks, wiik 
a vloksiit noise, over a bed of lai^e and small pebbles : 
diriug ike iloods of spring, the rapidity of this river 
is aluiost irresistible, insomuch that it can onl^y be 
provided with temporary bridges. The mountaina on 
the of^positB side progressively rise as they approach 
the river, and at length foVm a steep rocky wall, which 
terminates in a lofty angle called Kisburun, or the 
maiden peak, the height of which must be at least 
forty fathoms. The^ predpttaAe walls contain len. 
ticalar white concretions of lime.stouc, which are 
(deposited in a whitish ealcareons matter intermingled 
with sand. The left bank, on the contrary, to the 
bnght of sewen or eight fathoms above the tiver, eon. 
si8t9 entirely of different pebbles, chiefly of a whitish 
^TVilte and porphyry, among which wefe large aiid^ 
»uttU iamps of granite, in so decomposed a state, 
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that they crumbled to pieces on the slightest touch. 
AH these irregular masses are accumlated and adjusted 
to each- other, without adhering bj anj cement, and 
have an incumbent stratum of claj nearly two fa. 
thorns thick, and a black vegetable soil. The bed of 
the Baksan, for the most part, consists of similar 
pebbles : on its right bank only we net with lime- 
stones. The Crolega officinarum grows here near the 
bank, ratlier of a dwarfish size. On the pjrojecting 
banks of the Baksan we foiind numerous bushes of 
the Hippophae rhamnoides. Towards the Source of 
this river are several Circassian villages : we took no- 
tice of a much greater number now in a desolated 
state, and overgrown with luxuriant nettles, wild 
hemp, burdock, the Onopordum^ E^hinopi^ Rubus 
ctBsiUSy wormwood, and mugwort. The hemp of 
these regions, like that of Boulogne and China, uni- 
formly produced variegated ' seeds, and frequently 
grew to the height of ten feet, covered' wfch- a very 
Irm^ bark, of which the Circassian women make 
thread and strings.* 

On arriving at the camp, we were received iti the 
most friendly ' and polite manner by major^^gjmeral 
Savelief, and passed two very pleasant <tays there, 
though the coldness of the nights already began to 
be sensibly felt. On the ^Ist of Sepltember' w'^ re. 
turned to Georgiefsk, as the advanced «easfoa ten. 
dered it necessary for us to accelerate our |o«mey 
to Taurida* 



CHAP. V. 

An Aceauni of the Naiwm inhabiting the Caucasus. 

^ During his short residence near the mountiUns, Dr. 
Pallas had an opportunity of collecting a variety of 
Information relative to the inhabitants of the Cauca- 
sus. Much has already been said of the numerous 
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Badoas speaking different languages, and resi^ding 
within the precincts of these mountains. In this place, 
however, I propose, says Dr. Pallas, to notice only 
those nations which inhabit the northern parts of the 
Caucasus, because they are more intimately conuectad- 
with Russia, and have at different periods in a great 
measure acknowledged its sovereignty. 

The following tribes inhabit the country situated 
towards the west of the Black Sea, beginning with 
the source of the rirer Kuban, which rises, from the 
before-^mentioned Elburus, the highest mount of the 
whole Caucasus. 

L The small Abasa^ or Altikesek, signifying the 
sU tTihe9f namely, 

• 1. Shantemir. ,4* Lou. 

2. Klitsh. , d, Bibert. 

3. Kefiha. 6^ Dudaruk* 

The people of this small Abasa, or Altikesek 
Abosa, inhabit a country between the rivulet Maraukh 
and the river Podkuma : they consequently occupy 
part of the Turkish and part of the Russian frontiers. 
Not siibmititiDg to the government of princes^ but 
being ruled by the ciders of tribes, they consider the 
Kabardines as subjects. These, on the contrary, 
striving for independence, have, on account of such 
dissentions at varioud times, more or less adhered to 
the Russian saperiority : a great proportion of ti^s 
high-spirited people have maintained their liberty, by 
resorting to the narrow defiles of the mountaii^ be« 
jond the Kuban. The ibUo wing tribes have lately 
acknowledged the sovereignty of Russia, and are at 
present ruled by the commandant of Constantino- 
gorsk. 

!• Lou, or theLovova family, con sis tii^ of fifteen 
hundred persons. 

%* Bibert, or the Biberdteva family, amounting to 
sixteen hundred persons. 

3. Klitsh, or the KUtsheya family, of six hundred 
persons, 

u 2 
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4. Shantemir, or the Shantemirova fkmily, crom- 
prising seventeen hundred persons. 

These famiiies inhabit the rising country gitnated 
in the vicinity of the rivers Knma and Podkuma, and 
live scattered in small villages. The Abassines vrcro 
Christians, but their nobles now profess the Mahome- 
tan religion. In their manners, dress, and mode of 
living, they resemble the Circassians; and there is 
likewise some similarity between the langnages of the 
two nations. 

II. The great Abassa includes the following prin. 
cipal tribes : 

1. The Beshtlbai, who, in the woody promontory, 
inhabit the banks of the rivulets Kepir and Tzikh, 
which, after uniting near the stratified mountains, fall 
^nto the great Setentshuk by intersecting its left bank. 
They farther dwell in the black mountains,* near the 
source of the Urup, and partly also on the banks of 
the great and little Tegen, which rise among the lofty 
' mountains, antl fall into the Urup, or Uarp, on its 
left bank. 

These obstinate and rebellious people pay little 
respect to thei^ princes, and submit to no authority; 
they could not even be subdued by the Russian troops 
sent against them. Their character and mode of liV" 
ing do not differ from those of the other Abassines. 
Their villages are either in woody regions, or in dew 
files of difficult access. Hence, as they live in woods 
and mountains, agriculture is much neglected; but 
they rear goats and sheep, and also pay great atten- 
tion to the cultivation of bees. From their country 
we obtain that famous, intoxicating, or what is usu- 
ally called maddening honey, which the bees collect 
from the blossoms of the Rhododendron and tha 



. , * By the black mountains is usually understood that part of the 
lofty mountainous, tract, which during summer is not covered with 
^ow^ and consists cbiedy of schistus^ 
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a pontica. The tribe of Beshilbai lead a poorer 
than any of their neighbours, and are great rob^ 



.The Barakai, another tribe of the Abassines, 

[sit the country situate between the Psinen and 
[ little Laba, a short distance above the point where 

last-mentioned rivulet falls into the great Laba 
lough its right bank. 

The Tabi and Ubukh, who dwell in the moun. 

above the Shaukesha, and spread tQwards the 

The Shapsikh inhabit the country bordering on 
\ Black Sea, and prefer the woody mountains of 
t western tract on the rivulets Antihir, Buguudur^ 
in. Of, Tshebik, Satasa, and Ships; on the banks 
the two first-mentioned are the villages called 
bat, which belong to a nobleman of that name. 
: of the Shapsikh live dispersed in the fields, and 
I divided into separate families ; there are also soma 
Ijlages on the banks of the Satasa and Tshebikl The 
ssines do not employ themselves much in agricnU 
re or the rearing of cattle, but live chiefly by de- 
edations. They have no princes among them, and 
I whose family is the most numerous, or who shews 
greatest bravery in piratical excursions, is con- 
red as their chief magistrate. , Their lawless habits 
^plundering trarellers are extremely harassing to 
I Turks, inasmuch as they extend their incursions 
^the vicinity of Anape. 

The Natukash, or rather Natkhu.Raitshians, 

another tribe of the Abassines, who inhabit the 

(tremity of the black mountains,which, above Anape, 

rtly border on the Black Sea, and a branch of 

bich extends, in a northern direction, as far as th» 

(ttban, 

I£L The warlike nation of the Circassians inhabit 
Principally the promontory of the Caucasus, and ex* 
end themselves to the adjacent beautiful plain,, from 
M 3 
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^f hich they %are expelled the^nci^nt inhabitants, and 
SQ^ected the greater narober to their dominion. 

The b)>a;Qch of the nation most interesting to the 
historical inquirer, is osnaHj called the great and' lit* ' 
tie Kabarda ; because they inhabit the frontiers of 
the Caucasus, and hare, since the military cordon has 
been stationed on these mountains, alternately main, 
tained a friendly understanding, and carried on bloody 
wars with Russia ; at present, however, they are sub. 
jected to the soTereignty of that country, and have, 
likewise, on the conclusion of the last peace, been 
acknowledged by the Ottoman Porte as Russian ras. 
sals, in consequence of the regulation of the frontiers 
on the banks of the Kuban. 

The Circassians in general, and particularly the 
Kabardines^ dwell in villages which, partly on ac* 
count of the increasing uncleanliness, partly from 
the insufficient security they afford, and other causes, 
are from time to time deserted. On such oeqasions, 
they demolish their habitations, carry off the timber, 
together with their household furniture, and burn 
what they cannot remove. Their attention is next 
directed to the choice of another conTenient situation 
for erecting a new village. If they happen to' settle 
at some distance from water, their ingenuity enablei 
them to form a canal, which they conduct from the 
next rivulet, by means of small banks ; a practice in 
which they are as expert as the Tartars of the Crimea.- 
Their honses are built contiguous to each other, either 
in the form of circles or squares, so that the inner 
space serves as a common large cattle yard, provided 
with only one gate, white it is altogether indosed^ 
an4 AS it were defended bv the circumjacent houses^ 
The residence of the Us^en stands nsnally detached 
from these circles, and consists of' several apartments. 
Sm^iU solitary houses, or rather square rooms, about 
two fat1v>ms wide, are here and there buHt for the 
.adcppHixo^ation of visitors, with a chimney, a small 
4i:vati^ and every other convenience. They likewise 
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occasionally erect, in the open fields, round huts of ♦ 
iricker-wofk, containing a pit which is used as a place 
of retreat. In the vicinity of the vil I age *aTe placed 
stacks of hay and corn, provided with a fence; they 
sometimes manufacture Urge baskets, which are fixed 
on^he ground and secirred with covers, wherein they 
preserve their corn after it is threshed. 

The houses of the Circassians are built in the form' 
of obiong squares, from fonr to five fathoms in length, 
and seldom above nine feet broad ; the walls are made 
of close wicker-work, atid on both sides carefully 
plastered with clay. On the posts supporting the* 
walls, they place a flat roof of Hght rafters, whfch it 
covered with long grass. The whole dwelling con- 
sists of a large room appropriJited to the mistress of 
the hoase^, and a small apartment for the female slaves 
and girls. The principal room is provided with a 
door on the right-hand corner leading to the street, 
and another on the left corner leading t6 the inoer 
yard. In the interior part of the house, against the' 
front wall, there is a chimney made of plastered 
wicker. work, with a ckpacions fire-place and a short 
flue. On that end of the room which leads to the 
yard, we observed a broad couch, or divan, with , 
carved balusters, excellent carpets and bolsters ; in a 
collateral direction was a window towards the street, 
whick bceasionally served as an entrance to the room. 
Above the sofa, and on the whole wall aronnd it, 
were suspended on pegs and poles ?arions implements 
at female economy, such as articles of needle. work, 
appsirel, and furs : on transverse poles, below the 
roof, was placed the store of Turkey wheat in foil 
ears, wfkich they roast in hot ashes, and collect the 
grains, separated from tke ears by heat, for imme. 
diate-nse, and likewise to preserve them^fbr warlike 
expeditions ; as these grains, togethet with a specif 
of cheese made of millet, affbrd on snch occasions 
their principal and portitble food. The husband ge^ 
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nerally lived in a separate aps^rtment, and is not reiy 
fond of making his atppearance before his wife when 
she receives tlie visits of strangers. 

The Circassians are upon the whole a handsome 
race of people ; the men, especially among the higher 
classes, are mostly of a tall stature, thin form, but 
Herculean structure ; they are very slender about the 
leinS) have a small foot, and uncommon strength in 
the arms. They possess in general a truly Roman 
and martial appearance, yet there are still «ome traces 
left, from which it is obvious that they are descended 
from mothers belonging to the tribe of the Nagais. 
The women are indeed not uniformly Circassian bean* 
ties, but are for the most part well formed, have a 
white skin, dark brown or black hair, and regular 
fieatnres ; I have, however, met with a greater nam. 
ber of beauties among them, than in any other un- 
polished nation. 

In their villages and houses the Circassians are ex. 
iremeiy clean ; lind this domestic virtue they likewise 
jdlsplay in their food and dress. It would be super, 
fluous to add a particular description of their usual 
garments. Their females dress in ^n uniform style, 
till they are delivered of the first child, after which 
they begin to cover the head with a white handker- 
chief, drawn close over the forehead, and fastened 
below the chin. It is a custom perhaps not generallj 
known, that their girls, between the tenth and twelfth 
year of their age, are provided with lactd stays, or a 
broad girdle made of untanned leather : this singular 
coat of mail is among the common people tightly- 
sewed round the waist, but in the higher classes it is 
fastened with silver hooks, so that they are obliged to 
wear it till their wedding. night, when the bridegroom, 
with a $harp cutting dagger, unties this gordian knot, 
which ceremony is frequently attended with danger. 
Over the shift, the girls wear a laced jacket, because 
the petticoat, which reaches to the ancles, is open 
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^ iiw whole front, and resembles that oi a man ;, 
hut maFried women dress In wide breeches. Besides 
tiie girdle of chastity above-ilaenlioRed, there is ao« 
otJier circttmstanee which contribntes to prl3ser.Te the 
elof^nit shape of the girk ; they are sparingly nou. 
fished, their whcrfe aHowanoe consisting simply of a 
Uttie milfk and pastry. According to the ideas of 
beatily preraHtng among the Circassians, as well aS the 
ThtIls^ a woman oaght to have a very narrow waist^ 
and tlie abdomen should ptotrude toward the lower 
Mtrenxities. When females are obliged to leave the 
bouse, they wear a species of wooden clogs, to pre. 
serre their feet clean, and at ^le same tine make nse 
of mHtens on their tender hands. Painting the face 
is coMidered here as an Indicatien of the want \of 
chastity ; bat girls are permitted to dye the nails of 
their j^ers with the fiowertf of the Baisamtma^ 
which in their language is called Kna. Thmr head^i 
drete consists of a cap, nearly resembling that worn 
by the men 7 under this ornament the bair is turned 
up in n thick queue, which is covered with linen. 

It is a practice among the Circassians, to compresar 
tke waist fk'om early infancy as much as possible, bjr 
meant W straps, on which the sabre is suspended: 
he»ee they are in general uncommonly thin b^wee«i 
tlie loins and the breast. I hare also uniformly re. 
marked, ^hat thar feet are of an extraordinary |man 
size^ beeanse they force them in the tightest manner 
Within their ra^occo slippers, which giro them the 
appearance of dancers. The male dress is light, neat, 
and becoming ; and, in many respects, resembles thKi 
ef the Tartars, but is of a more elegant shape. The 
upper garment is r^ufarly furnished with a sms^l 
embroidered pocket, on each side of the breast, #for 
containing cartridges. On the head, which is* shorn 
in the Polish foshipn, they wear an embroidered cap 
quilted with cotton, in the fonn of a melon, but 00. 
eastonaliy lower, and ornamented with varioUsigold 
and silver laces, especially among the wealthy ; the 



■/m§ 






41 



roj^ 



PART OF THE EUSSIAN EMPIRB. 1^5 

Hca. The tribe of Beshilbai lead a poorer 
ny of their ne^hbours, and are great rob^. 

, Barakai, another tribe of the Abassines, 

t country situate between the Psinen and 

aba, a short distance above the point where 

nentioned riTulet falls into the great Laba 

pts right bank. 

t Tabi and Ubukh, who dwell in the moun- 
^Te the Shaukesha, and spread tQwards the 

'< Shapsikh inhabit the country bordering on 

Sea, and prefer the woody mountains of 

ern tract on the rivulets Antihir, Bugundur^ 

)f, Tshebik, S<itasa, and Ships; on the banks 

'two first-mentioned are the villages called 

which belong to a nobleman of that name. 

of the Shapsikh live dispersed in the fields, and 

frided into separate families ; there are also soma 

on the banks of the Satasa and Tshebikl The 

lies do not employ themselves much in agrieal. 

the rearing of cattle, but live chiefly by de. 

ions. They have no princes among them, and 

9se family is the most numerous, or who shews 

reatest bravery in piratical excursions, is con. 

1 as their chief magistrate. , Their lawless habits 

indering trarellers are extremely harassing to 

Turks, inasmuch as they extend their incursions 

vicinity of Anape. 

^ The Natukash, or rather Natkhu.Raitshians, 

[ another tribe of the Abassines, who inhabit the 

aity of the black mountains,which, above Anape, 

if border on the Black Sea, and a branch of 

~ [ extends, in a northern direction, as far as th% 

Dan. 

The warlike nation of the Circassians inhabit 
principally the promontory of the Caucasus, and ex. 
tend themselves to the adjacent beautiful plain,, froni 
M 3 
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^f hich they Hare expelled the. ancient inhabitants, and 
SQ^ected the greater nntnber to thdr dominioit. 

The b)>aQch of the nation most interesting to the 
historical inquirer, is asnaH j called the great and' Ht- ' 
tie Kabarda ; because they inhabit the frontiers of 
the Caucasus, and have, since the military cordon has 
been stationed on these mountains, alternately math, 
tained a friendly understanding, and carried on bloody 
wars with Russia ; at present, however, they are snb. 
jected to the sovereignty of that country, and have, 
likewise, on the conclusion of the last peace, been 
acknowledged by the Ottoman Porte as Russian vas. 
sals, in consequence of the regulation of the frontiers 
on the banks of the Knban. 

The Circassians in general, and particularly the 
Kabardines, dwell in villages which, partly on ac- 
count of the increasing uncleanltnessy partly from, 
the insufficient security they afford, and other causes, 
are from time to time deserted. On such ocqasions, 
they demolish their habitations, carry off the timber, 
together with their household furniture, and burn 
what they cannot remove. Their attention is next 
directed to the choice of another convenient situation 
for erecting a new village. If they happen to' settle 
at some distance from water, their ingenuity enables 
them to form a canal, which they conduct from the 
next rivulet, by means of small banks ; a practice in 
which they are as expert as the Tartars of the Crimea: 
Their houses are built contiguous to each other, either 
in the form of circles or squares, so that the inmer 
«pace serves as a common large cattle yard, provided 
With only one gate, white it b altogether inclosed^ 
an^ as it were defended bv the circumjacent houses^ 
The r^sid^nce of the Us^en stands nsnally detachei 
f rpm these circles, and consists of' several apartments. 
Sta^W solitary houses, or r>ther square rooms, ftboa( 
two fatlvoms wide, are here and there buHt for the 
.accpmmoi^ation of visitors, with a chimney, a small 
4iTati^ and every other convenience. They likerwiss 
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occasional! J erect, in the open fields, round huts of < 
iricker-work, containing a pit which is used as a place 
■ of retreat. In the vicinity of the village 'are placed 
stacks of hay and corn, provided with a fence; they 
sometimes manufacture l&rge baskets, which are fixed 
onlhe ground and secured with covers, wherein they 
preserve their corn after it is threshed. 

The h'juses of the Circassians are built in the form 
of oblong squares, from fonr to five fathoms in length, 
and seldom above nine feet broad : the walls are made 
of close wicker-work, and on both sides carefully 
plastered with clay. On the posts supporting thef 
walls, they place a flat roof of Hght rafters, whrch it 
covered with long grass. The whole dwelling con. 
sists of a large room appropriated to the mistress of 
tiie house", and a small apartment for the female slaves 
and girls. The principal room is provided with a 
door on the right-hand corner leading to the street, 
and another on the left corner leading t6 the inoer 
yard. In the interior part of the house, against tho 
front wall, there is a chimney made of plastered 
wicker-work, with a ckpacions ^re-place and a short 
floe. On that end of the room which leads to the 
yard, wc observed a broad conch, or divan, with . 
carved balusters, excellent carpets and bolsters ; in a 
collateral direction was a window towards the street, 
which occasionally served as an entrance to tlie room. 
Above the sofa, and on the whole wall aronnd it, 
were suspended on pcfgs and poles tarions implementa 
(st female ecoiromy, such as articles of needle. work, 
appairsl, and furs: on transverse poles, below the 
roof, was placed the store of Turkey wheat in full 
ears, wfkich they roast in hot ashes, and collect tha 
grahts, separated from tke eavs by heat, for imme. 
diatense, and likewise to preserve thcmfbr warlike 
expeditions ; as these grains, togethet with sL specif 
of cheese made of millet, affbrd on snch occasions 
their principal and portitble food. The husband ge^ 



IW PALLAS'S TEATEL8 THJIOVOH 

nerally liTed in a separate aps^rtmenl, and is not Tery 
fond of makin|^ his aippearance before his wife when 
she receives ttie Tisits of strangers. 

The Circassians are upon the whole a handsome 
race of people ; the men, especially among the higher 
classes, are mostly of a tall stature, thin form, but 
Herculean structure ; they are very slender about the 
loins, have a small foot, and uncommon strength io 
the arms. They possess in general a truly Roman 
and martial appearance, yet there are still some traces 
left, from which it is obvious that they are descended 
from mothers belonging io the tribe of the Nagais. 
The women are indeed not uniformly Circassian bean* 
ties, but are for the most part well formed, have a 
white skin, dark brown or black hair, and regular 
features : I have, however, met with a greater nam. 
ber of beauties among them, than in any other un- 
polished nation. 

In their villages and houses the Circassians are ex. 
iremely clean ; >nd this domestic virtue they likewise 
display in their food and dress. It would be super. 
fluouB to add a particular description of their usual 
garo^eots. Their females dress in ^n uniform style, 
till they are delivered of the first child, after which 
they begin to cover the head with a white handker- 
chief, drawn close over the forehead, and fastened 
below the chin. It is a custom perhaps not generally 
known, that their girls, between the tentli and twelfth 
year of their age, are provided with laced stays, or a 
broad girdle made of untanned leather : this singular 
coat of mail is among the common people tightly 
sewed round the waist, but in the higher classes it is 
f^astened with silver hooks, so that they are obliged to 
wear it till their wedding-night, when the bridegroom, 
with a ^arp cutting dagger, unties this gordian knot, 
which ceremony is frequently attended with danger. 
Over the shift, the girls wear a laced jacket, because 
the petticoat, which reaches to the ancles, is open 
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timag tire wtoie front, and resembles that of a man ;. 
hut mafried women dress in wide breeches. Besnde» 
the girdle of chastity above-iHentioned, there is an« 
otker circumstaiAee which contributes to pri3ser.ve th« 
elf^sBt shape of the girts ; they are sparingly nou. 
rished, their wh€>)e aMowaoce consisting simply of a 
little milk and pastry. According to the ideas of 
beatiiy preratting among the Circassians, as well aS the 
Tarks, a wonma ooght to have a very narrow waist^ 
and tk« aMoaten shonJd pi-otrnde toward the lower 
eitreniities. When females are obliged to leaf e the 
bouse, they wear a species of wooden clogs, to pre* 
serre their feet clean^ and at Hie same time make use 
of mittens OB their tender hands. Fainting the face 
iicoMidered here as aa indication of the want ^of 
chastity ; bat girls ar^ permitted to dye the nails of 
their flBgen with the flower^ of the Balsamimay 
which in thdr language is called Kna. Their head^ 
dresa oo«i^t» of a cap, nearly resembling that worn 
by tile men 7 under this ornament the hair is turned 
«p in 4 thtek queue, which is covered with linen. 

II is a practice among the Circassians, to comprestf 
Ae waist Apom early infancy as much as possible, bj 
neane W straps, on which the sabre is suspended : 
henee they are in general uncommonly thin b^weeti 
ike knns and the breast. I hare also uniformly re. 
narked, that thdr feet are of an extraordinary Bmal! 
Hze^ because they force them in the tightest manner 
Within- their morocco slippers, which give ihtm the 
appearance of dancers. The male dress is light, neat, 
and becoming ; and, in many respects, resembles thkt 
•f the Tartars, but is of a more elegant shape^ Tha 
^PPCV garment is regularly furnished with a small 
embroidered pocket, on each side of the breast, |for 
cout^ioing cartridges. On the head, which is shorn 
in the Polish fashion, they wear aa embroidered cap 
qmHed with cotton, in the form of a melon, but oc«. 
eastonally lower, aad ornamented with varloUsigold 
and silver laces, especially among the wealthy ; tha 
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~^^__ZPontica. The tribe of Beshilbai lead a poorer 
p aaj of their neighbours, and are great rob^ 

^e Barakai, another tribe of the Abasgines, 

he country situate between the Psinen and 

I Laba, a short distance above the point where 

ipmentioned riyulet falls into the great Laba 

its right bank. 

1 Tabi and Ubukh, who dwell in the moun. 
)ve the Shaukesha, and spread towards the 

he Shapsikh inhabit the country bordering on 
Sea, and prefer the woody mountains of 
stern tract on the rivulets Antihir, Buguodur^ 
^Of, Tshebik, Satasa, and Ships; on the banks 
two first-mentioned are the villages called 
which belong to a nobleman of that name, 
[of the Shapsikh live dispersed in the fields, and 
iTided into separate families ; there are also some 
on the banks of the Satasa and Tshebikl The 
^^Blines do not employ themselves much in agricu!« 
" ^or the rearing of cattle, but live chiefly by de- 
< ' y^tions. They have no princes among them, and 
^\ -Khose family is the most numerous, or who shews 
greatest bravery in piratical excursions, is con» 
1 as their chief magistrate. , Their lawless tiabits 
Iiindering trarellers are extremely harassing to 
Tiirks, inasmuch as they extend their incursions 
vicinity of Anape. 
[^ The Natukash, or rather Natkhu-Kaitshians, 
I another tribe of the Abassines, who inhabit Hie 
aity of the black mountains,whlch, above Anape^ 
iy border on the Black Sea, and a branch of 
~ i extends, in a northern direction, as far as the 
I. 

The warlike nation of the Circassians inhabit 
^ ^ ipally the promontory of the Caucasus, and ex- 
"tflbd themselves to the adjacent beautiful plali,. from 
u9 
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\f hich they tiave expelled the^anci^nt inhabitants, and 
subjected the greater namber to their dominion. 

The bl*aQch of the nation most interesting to the 
historical inquirer, is usnaHj called the ^reat and" lit- ' 
tie Kabarda ; because they inhabit the frontiers of 
the Caucasus, and have, since the military cordon has 
been stationed on these mountains, alternately main, 
tained a friendly understanding, and carried on bloody 
wars with Russia ; at present, however, they are sub. 
jected to the sovereignty of that country, and have, 
likewise, on the conclusion of the last peace, been 
acknowledged by the Ottoman Porte as Russian vas. 
sab, in consequence of the regulation of the froniierv 
on the banks of the Kuban. 

The Circassians in general, and particularly the 
Kabardines, dwell in villages which, partly on ac* 
count of the increasing uncleanliness^ partly from 
the insufficient security they afford, and other causes, 
are from time to time deserted. On such occasions, 
they demolish their habitations, carry off the timber, 
together with their household furniture, and burn 
what they cannot remove. Their attention is next 
directed to the choice of another convenient situation 
for erecting a new village. If they happen to'settle 
at some distance from water, their ingenuity enables 
them to form a canal, which they conduct from the 
next rivulet, by means of small banks ; a practice in 
which they are as expert as the Tartars of the Crimea*- 
Their houses are built contiguous to each other, either 
in the form of circles or squares, so that the-inner 
«pace serves as a common large cattle yard, provided 
with only one gate, while it is altogether inclosed, 
an4 af it were defended bv the circumjacent houses^ 
The residence of the Usden stands nsnally detached 
frgm these circles, and consists of several apartments. 
^Sm^;!! solitary houses, or rkther square rooms, abont 
two fathiOms wide, are here and there buHt for the 
.accpmmoc^atien of visitors, with a chimney, a small 
ddivan^ and every other centrenience. They likewise 
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occasionally erect, in the open fields, round huts of < 
incker-work, containing a pit which is used as a place 
• of retreat. In the vicinity of the tIU age *are placed 
stacks of hay and corn, provided with a fence; they 
sometimes manufacture lirge baskets, which are fixed 
on^he ground and secured with covers, wherein they 
preserve their corn after it is threshed. 

The h'juses of the Circassians are built in the form' 
of oblong squares, from four to five fathoms in length, 
and seldom above nine feet broad ; the walls are made 
of close wicker-work, and on both sides carefully 
plastered with clay. On the posts supporting th^ 
walls, they place a flat roof of light rafters, whfch if 
covered with long grass. The whole dwelling con- 
sists of a large room appropriated to the mistress of 
the house'", and a small apartment for the female slaves 
and girls. The principal room is provided with a 
door on the right-hand corner leading to the street, 
and another on the left comer leading t6 the inner 
yard. In the interior part of the house, against the 
front wall, there is a chimney made of plastered 
wicker-work, with a capacious fire-place and a short 
floe. On that end of the room which leads to the 
yard, we observed a broad conch, or divan, with . 
carved balnsters, excellent carpets and bolsters ; in a 
collateral direction was a window towards the street, 
wkrck occasionally served as an entrance to the room. 
Above the sofa, and on the whole wall aronnd it, 
were snspended on pc;gs and poles varions implementa 
of female economy, such as articles of needle. work, 
apparel, and furs : on transverse poles, below the 
roof, was placed the store of Turkey wheat in full 
ears, which they roast in hot ashes, and collect the 
grahiff, separated from tke ears by heat, for hnme. 
diateuse, and likewise to preserve them' for warlike 
expeditions; as these grains, togethet with it specM 
of cheese made of millet, afford on snch occasions 
their principal and portable food. The husband g^ 
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nerally liTed in a separate aps^rtmenl, and is not reiy 
fond of makin|^ his atppearance before his wife when 
she receives ttie visits of strangers. 

The Circassians are upon the whole a handsome 
race of people ; the men, especially among the higher 
classes, are mostly of a tall stature, thin form, but 
Herculean structure ; they are very slender about the 
leins, have a small foot, and uncommon strength in 
the arms. They possess in general a truly Roman 
and martial appearance, yet there are still some traces 
left, from which it is obvious that they are descended 
from mothers belonging to the tribe of the Nagais. 
The women are indeed not uniformly Circassian bean* 
ties, but are for the most part well formed, have a 
white skin, dark brown or black hair, and regular 
features : I have, however, met with a greater n am- 
ber of beauties among them, than in any other iin. 
polished nation. 

In their villages and Houses the Circassians are ex. 
iremely clean ; >nd this domestic virtue they likewise 
display in their food and dress. It would be super. 
fluoUB to add a particular description of their usual 
garn^ents. Their females dress in jem uniform style, 
till they are delivered of the first child, after which 
they begin to cover the head with a white handker* 
chief, drawn close over the forehead, and fastened 
below the chin. It is a custom perhaps not generally 
known, that their girls, between the tenfh and twelfdi 
year of their age, are provided with lactd stays, or a 
broad girdle made. of un tanned leather: this singular 
coat of mail is among the common people tightly 
sewed round the wiust, but in the higher classes it is 
f^tened with silver hooks, so that they are obliged to 
wear tt till their wedding-night, when the bridegroom, 
with a jiharp cutting dagger, unties this gordian knot, 
which ceremony is frequently attended with danger. 
Over the shift, the girls wear a laced jacket, because 
the petticoat, which reaches Or the ancles, is open 
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abof iiw wl»»le front, and resembles that of a man ;. 
bot mairied women dress in wide breeches. Besndev 
the girdle of chastity above-Aentioned, there is att« 
otiier circumetanee which contributes to pri3ser.ve th« 
elegSRt shape of the girls ; they are sparingly nou. 
fished, their wh€>)e aMowaoce consisting simply of a 
little milk and pastry. According to the ideas of 
Watity preraiktng among the Circassians, as well aS the 
Tirhs, a woman oagbt to have a very narrow waist^ 
lod tb« aMomen shonJd pi-otrnde toward the lower 
Mtremitiefi* When females are obliged to leave the 
bouse, th^ wear a species of wooden clogs, to pre* 
serre their f«et clean, and at Hie same time make use 
of mftteRs OB their tender hands. Fainting the face 
iicoMidered here as an indication of the want ^of 
chastity ; but girls ar^ permitted to dye the nails of 
their noigers with the flower^ of the Bidsamtnoy 
which in their language is called Kna, Thdr heacl.* 
diesa oovi^ts of a cap, nearly resembling that worn 
by the men 7 under this ornament the hair is turned 
up in 4 thiek queoe, which i» covered with linen. 

It is a practice among theCtrcassians, to comprestf 
Ae waist flrom early infancy as mnch as possible, bj 
neaM ^f straps, on which the sabre is suspended : 
hesce they are in general uncommonly thin b^weeti 
tile hnns and the breast. I hare also uniformly re- 
narked, ^hat th«r feet are of an extraordinary Bmall 
iize^ because they force them in the tightest manner 
witiiia their nknrocco slippers, Which give them the 
appearance of dancers. The male dress is light, neat^, 
and becoming ; and, in many respects, resembles that 
of the Tartars, but is of a more elegant shape. The 
^PPCV garment is regularly furnished with a small 
embroidered pocket, on each side of the breast, ifor 
cottts^ining cartridges. On the head, which is* shorn 
in the Polish fashion, they wear an embroid^ed cap 
quilted with cotton, in the form of a melon, but oc«. 
easionally lower, aad ornamented with variotoi^old 
and silver laces, especially among the wealthy ; the 
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Tfhiskers arc likewise suffered to groW) as is common 
among the poles, AboTe the lower dress, which is 
made of light stuff, persons of distinction sometimes 
wear a short, rich waistcoat, as it were to supply the 
place of armour, either with or without a great-coat* 
Thei upper dress, consisting either of cloth or other 
strong woven stuff, is somewhat shorter than the un* 
der garment, while the sleeves are slit open, and fre- 
quently bordered with furs. The breeches are pro* 
Tided with knee.straps, and the seams are bound with 
small lace or embroidery, which the women very Ml* 
fully manufacture of gold and silver threads. When 
» prince, or usdcn, pays a visit in full dress, be arrays 
himself with all his accoutrements and coat of arms, 
above which he occasionally has an additional jacket 
of mail. 

It is by no means uncommon to see Circassian&of 
the lower class walking in the fields, dressed in th^r 
»haggy felt cloaks, called burki, even in the warm 
days of summer. When they do not carry a sabre 
\^ith other arms, they provide themselves with astr'ong 
staflf, two archlnes long, on the top of which is fijKed 
a large iron head, and th^ lower end is furnished with 
a sharp iron pike, about eighteen inches long, which 
they are accustomed to throw expertly like a dart. 
Persons of wealth and rank never leave the house 
without a sabre; nor do they venture beyond the 
limits of the village without being completely arrayed, 
and having their breast-pockets supplied, with b^l 
cartridges. 

Their clergy and the learned let the whole beard 
grow ; the former generally wear a deep red turban, 
and scarlet breeches somewhat longer than those of 
the latter. Although the Circassians are ignorant 
and only nominal Mahometans, yet the feyv priests 
among them are highly respected. When they first 
submitted to the Russian sceptre, a small degree of 
zeal would hare been sufficient to convert them to 
C^hristianity. 
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The princes and knights pursue no other business 
or recreation than war, pillage, and the amusements 
of the chase ; they Titc a lordly life, wander about, 
meet at drinking parties, and undertake military ex. 
earslons. The usdens, or knights, keep the lower 
classes of people in proper subordination, pay no 
daties to the prince, bat are obliged to render per- 
sonal serrices jn war. Vassals, or boors, are con. 
tidered as hereditary property, while ihey observe 
implicit obedience to the princes and nobles, inso- 
much that their lives and possessions are entirely at 
the disposal of the former ; there is, however, no in- 
stance of their persons having been sold for bondage. 
These vassals, and the slaves made by princes and 
nsdens during their wars, constitute the majority of 
die common people; they conjointly till the laid 
with large ploughs, drawn by six or eight oxen ; they 
attend ta the pasturage of their 6ocks, carry the ne- 
cessary thnber and fuel from the forest, build houses, 
get in the harvest, and make hay, which during win. 
ter is foddered on the spot. Their wives and adult 
girls likewise assist at the harvest, and are in general 
not so confined and reserved in their conduct as those 
among the Tartars of the Crimea. When, on sgch oc* 
casions, the Circassians remove to some distai)ce 
from the villages, they immediately construct huts, 
by joining poles which they cover with branches of 
trees and long grass, so that they almost resemble 
hay.stacks. Their princes encamp in similar huts, 
when m their excursions they arc obliged to be sta- 
tionary for a length of time. In their conslant ex- 
peditions and equestrian rambles they erect small huts, 
by means of four poles fixed perpendicularly, and 
connected by rafters which form the roof, and arc 
covered with felt, so as to serve them instead of tents. 

Among the boors, or peasants, each male is obliged 
to work three days at hay-making, eithei' for the 
prince or the nobleman ; to cut wood in the forest for 
three days, to carry both the hay and wood to their 
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habitations, aad to delWer for every buUock a cart- 
ioad, or scfen sacks, of millet. A bridegroom of tlitt 
class is compelled to g|ve his lord of the oMmor twa 
cows and two oxen for obtaining his conseot to marrjr. 
3a t the inhabitaats of the BH>iiDtaio, such as th« 
Abbassines, Ossetines, Dugores, Bassiaaes, JBalkares^ 
Karatshaies, and Karabalakes, whom the Circassiaa 
princes hare made tributary, give, in general, for 
each family, only one sheep, or its ?alue in felts, felt 
cloaks,, cloth, copper vessels, and the like. Every 
boor who possesses sheep, whether his flock be large 
or small, is obliged, during the encampment in sara. 
mer, to contribute one ^eep to the pence's house* 
hold, who is thus enabled to preserve cmitiaiial hos- 
pitality. 

Although the prince is not restrained by aay pon« 
tive laws, he considers it as his interest to gain th» 
afSiection and fidelity of his sabjects in W4ir, by a 
liberal and benevolent conduct. He has the pxmkga 
of raiung a vassal to the dignity of an uti^Q, or of 
ennobling him when he is deserving of that honour ; 
but he has also the arbitrary power of depriviag him 
of every thing he possesses. On important oocasiODfi, 
he assembles the nobles, and by these the resoUktiona 
agreed upon are communicated to the people. 

It is difficult to ascertain the accurate amontit of 
the population of the Circassians ; but if iff be ad« 
mitted that the subjects of the line of Attashiikalbm 
about a third part of the horde or kabarda, and that 
this line consists of rather more than th*ee thousand 
boors and five hundred nsdens, it follows, that tiie 
KabardiAes can bring into the fieid about tea tiiOiaaBd 
privates and fifteen hundred usdens. If to thia nnnu 
ber we add the different tribes inhabHing the €o«iitrj 
beyond tl|e Kuban, they will form a very caasWerahla 
body of men, who, from their warlike and ^aUant 
disppsition, might become very dangevous to tha 
neighbouring powers, if they were not divided aiDong 
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SO man J princes that are almost continually embroiled 
in quarrels. According to their feudal constitution, 
eyery man who is capable of bearing arms, especially 
I nobleman, is bound in duty to follow the princeiuto 
the field ; as cowardice is among them punished with 
extreme contempt. ^ 

The two opposite customary laws, namely, those 
of hospitality apid revenge, are sacredly observed 
among the Circassian knights, as well as among most 
other nations of the Caucasus. The right, of hos. 
pitality, which they term Kunaky is established on 
certain principles; and every person submittii^ to 
its protection, is perfectly secure from all injuries. 
He who befriends a stranger, defends him, if occasion 
require it, not only with his own blood and life, but 
also with that of his relatiTes; nor does he siiffer him 
to depart without an equestrian escort, and delivers 
him over to his next confederates, under such condi« 
tions that a murder or injury committed on the gue^t 
is avenged with equal severity as the death of a rela. 
tion by consanguinity. A stranger who intrusts him. 
self to the patronage of a woman, or is able to touch 
with his mouth the breast of a wife, is spared ajad 
protected as a relation of the blood, though he were 
the enemy, nay even the murderer of a similar relative. 
The opposite conduct, or bloody revenge^ is prac 
tised with the most scrupulous ajhureiice to custom. 
The murdi^r of a family relation must be avenged bj 
the next faeur, though he should be an infant at the 
time when the deed was committed; every degree of 
vindictive malice is exercised sooner or later, whether 
publicly or in a clandestine manner, to take away the 
life of the murderer; lest the injured party should be 
considered as an outcast of society. Nay, this desire 
of revenge is hereditary in the successors and the 
whole tribe; it.vemains as it were rooted with so 
Binch rancour, that the hostile princes or nobles of 
two different tribesi when they meet each other on the 
XQ9A^ «r Accidentally in another place^ are compelled 
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to fight fer their liyes ; unless they have given pte- 
vious notice to each other^ and boand themselves to 
pursue a different route. Among the Circassians the 
spirit of resentment is so great, that all the relations 
of the murderer are considered as guilty. This cus- 
tomary infatuation to avenge the blood of relatives,, 
generates most of the feuds, and occasions grea^ 
bloodshed among all the nations of the Caucasus ; ' 
for, unless pardon be purchased, or obtained by in- 
termarriage between the two families, the principle 
of revenge is propagated to all succeeding genera, 
tlons. The hatred which the mountainous nations 
evince against the Russians, in a great measure arises 
from the same source : if the thirst of vengeance is 
quenched by a price paid to the family of the deceased, 
this tribute is called ThliUUasa, or the price of blood : 
but neither princes nor usdens accept of such a com. 
pensation ; as it is an established law among them, to 
demand blood for blood. 

In their amusements, the youth of both sexes freely 
converse with each other, as the Circassian women ia 
general are neither confined nor reserved. Yet i* 
their courtships every attention is paid to the rank pf 
the parties. No usden dares to court the daughter 
of a prince ; and, if such an amour should ever take 
place, or the princess be seduced by an usden, the 
presumptuous lover, on the first occasion, forfeits 
his life without mercy. If the son or daughter of a 
family enter into the state of wedlock, they have no 
' right to appear before their parents during the. first 
twelvemonth, or till the birth of a child. During 
tfais.'j^eriod the husband continues secretly to visit his 
young wife through the window of the room ; but is 
iiever present when she is visited by strangers : this 
affected politeness is carried to such an extent, that 
the husband is even displeased to hear others speak 
of his wife and children, and Considers it as an insult 
if inquiries be made after the -welfare of his spousff. 
The father idoes not. give his daughter her fall mar. 
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riage portion till after the birth of her first .child ; on 
this occasion he pays her a visit, takes oil' the cap she 
Tvore when a virgin, and with his own hands covers 
iier with a Teil, which from that period becomes her 
"onstant head-dress. 

The education of the children of the Circassian 
princes is of such a nature as to suppress, from the 
earliest infancy, every feeling peculiar to consan^ 
guinity. Their sons and daughters are, immediately 
after birth, intrusted to the care of a nobleman, who 
is frequently none of the most wealthy ; and the pa.- 
rents, especially the father, has no desire to see his 
son till he is an adult, and capable of bearing arms; 
while- no notice is taken of the girls till after mat** 
riage. The tutor of the prince is obliged to take 
upon him the nhole charge of his education : he in- 
structs the youth during his adolescence, in all the 
schemes of robbery, which are held in great estima- 
tion among these equestrian knights; he provides 
him with arms, as soon as he is strong enough to 
wield them, and in such array he is presented to hit 
father. The grateful pupil rewards his foster-father 
for the pains he has taken to qualify him in the pre^ 
datory arts, by giving him the greatest share of the 
booty he is able to obtain. 

'Hie female children are nourished in the most 
sparing and wretched manner, that they may acquire 
a slender and elegant form ; because such a stature it 
considered as an essential requisite to a Circassian prin« 
cess. They are trained to all ornamental work ia 
the domestic economy of females, especially to em- 
broidery^ wearing V of fringe, sewing of dresses, as 
well as the plaiting of straw mats and baskets* The 
oobleuian intrusted with their education is also obli- 
S^d to procure for his princely foster-daughter a hus^ 
band of an equal rank, in default of which he is pu- 
•ished with the loss of his head. 

! The sepulchres of the Circassians generally resemble 
I Aose of the Abassincs. When the head of a famUjr 
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dies, the surviving widow is obliged to scratch her 
face and breast tilt the blood issues, as a token of th« 
great affliction occasioned by the loss of her husband. 
The men, on a similar event, strike their faces with z, 
whip, in order to produce black spots, which thej 
exhibit for a considerable time, as expressWe of their 
grief.^ 

With respect to the rural and domestic economy 
of the Circassians, it deserves to be remarked, that 
they not only cultivate the ground, but likewise de. 
Tote a considerable portion of their time to the rear, 
ing of cattle : their principal species of grain is mil- 
let, of which they make cakes, hasty puddings, and 
prepare various kinds of pastry, as well as their com. 
mon beverage, by the natives called HantkupSj and 
^ the Kozaks of the Terek, Yantzokh. Maize, or 
Turkey wheat, is also much cultivated, and used as a 
substitute for other food, when ^n their journeys 
and military expeditions. Several culinary vege- 
tables, such as carrots, turnips, the turnip-rooted 
cabbage, onions, gourds, and water-melons, are like- 
wise planted in gardens : the women manufacture a 
Tery strong thread of wild hemp, but they are* not 
acquainted with the art of weaving linen. 

The cattle of this people consist chiefly of ^ButSj 
sheep, oxen, cows, and horses. Their sheep are gc. 
nerally an excellent race, of a white colour, have 
long tails, and produce a fine wool, which is carried 
to market, as well as a quantity of very good Init 
tfarrow and undyed cloth, woven by the women : of 
such doth are manufactured entire upper dresses for 
sale in the market : while the black and coarser spe. 
cies of wool is used for felt cloaks. 

Their homed cattle is of a small siare, and em. 
ployed chiefly in drawing two-wheeled carts,' here 
called Arbes : they walk with agility orer eminimces 
i|nd hills, and in this respect resemble the oxen bred 
on the mountains of the Crimea, which ftrA not so 



. 9JLBT or THE RUSSIAK SMPIU* 137 

beayyapd slow as the large cattle of the Ukraii^, but 
tntTctl upon a quick trot. 

It may be easily conjectured, that thevmost im- 
portant object of attention among these predatory 
knights, is the rearing of fine horses; a business 
which is pursued with a degree of zeal and attention 
not inferior to that evinced by the Arabs. But the 
Circassians endeavour to breed not only beautiful, but 
at the sanle time strong and durable animals, which 
are capable of undergoing hunger and fatigue, and 
also excel in swiftness ; as the success of their mill, 
tary enterprises depends on the superior quality of 
their horses. Almost every family of distinction, 
whether of princes or nobles, boasts of possessing a 
peculiar race of horses, which, when young, are 
buriicd on the buttock with a particular mark .: on 
this occasion they act with the most scrupulous ud» 
herence to custom, so that a person who should at. 
tempt to burn a character expressing noble descent 
QD a filly of a common race, would for such forgery 
forfeit his life. 

The Circassians also rear poultry of almost every 
specie^, such as chickens, geese, ducks, and especial* 
ly Indian fowls, of a pecuUar si^e and beauty. They 
bestow considerable attention to the cultivation of 
b^es, on account of the intoxicating quality of the 
mead, which is their favourite beverage. The bees 
are kept in hives placed on stocks, and carried along 
with th^m, as they remove and change their habita- 
tions. 

We shall now take a view of the other Circas- 
sian tribes which inhabit the cpuntry beyond the ri- 
ver Kuban, and consequently »re not included within 
the boundaries appointed at the conclnsion of the last 
pe^re,i|rith,tbe Ottoman Porte. 

The next tribe is that of Beslene: they dwell 
near the source of the Laba, where this river issueji 
tjfQm ihp higb mountains, and their habitations e;|v 
»3 
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tend downwards as far as the Khots, wkiehYttll^liito 
the Laba at its left bank, and thence up to the soured 
of the Psefir, which fiovts intetlie Yamanssn, qb its 
right bank. Here the country c»f the Beslenian^ 
borders on that of the Mukhoshians : they are th^ 
same tribe as the iittie Kabarda, and ackiu>wledge 
itinuka to be the common ancestor of their princes. 
In their manners and enstoms, thej resemble the Cir^ 
cassians, but are more cleanly and wealthy than the 
people of the mountains. 

The country bordering on the foot of the woody 
and black mountains is inhabited by the Mukhoshiaii 
tribe. Several small rivulets issue from those moun. 
tains, and fiow through a fertile coantry into the Ya- 
manssu. 

The next tribo is that of Temirgoi, the most 
populous and powerful of all the Circassian tribes. 
They border with the Mukhoshiaii» near the riTttlet 
Ari'm, on the banks of which, below Labugai^ is eittt- 
lUed the Yiilage of Tsherikhai, belonging to these peo. 
pie. 

The whole tribe of the Temirgois occupies nore 
than forty Tillages, and is able to bring into the fidd 
upwards of two thousand inen : the tribes of Besknae, 
Mukhosh, and Pshedukh, are their allies, aod* when 
united they possess a power of at least five IboosMkd 
effectire men: the Teoiirgots are a wealthy people, 
and the most cleanly- of all the Circassiftns; theitr tH* 
lages are unifoFtnly fof tifted; thjiek poleo are tmns^ert. 
sely placed, in a reclining direction, the lowet 
Spaces between which are illed up, but the opper 
part is coyered with thorn-bfisbes ; a cofitrivaitee 
which affords them an impeiletirable fordioatlon 
against their enemies, the Abassine tribes of ToM 
and Ubikh, who reside in the moantalnff, end wM 
whom they are frequently at war. 

The fiftl^ of the Circassian tribes ; Banefy^ thnt of 
Hattukai, is at present under thi^ ^oihllaii'of^the 
Ottoman Porte^ 
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The Hattaktfis inhabit the country extending 
from the foot of the black moantains to the fens of 
the Kuban, the sonthern side of which is snrrounded 
by the mer Tamanssn : there lik^*wise resides among' 
them a saltan of the Crimean family, called Bakhti. 
girei, wHo has considerable influence over their na. 
tionad affairs, thongh he possesses only a few vas. 

Anotheir imall branch of the Circassians deserves 
to be mentioned : it is known by the name of Shani, 
or Sanl, and eonsists of only sit villages ; four of 
these are situated ^n tfhe banks of the Attaknm, and 
two below on the shore of a small lake. They for- 
merly occupied the right bunk of the Knban, above 
Kopyl, bot fled, together with the inhabitants of Ta- 
man, to the left bank of that river, on the approach 
of the RttSbian troops in the year 1778 ; they are go- 
verned by a prince, Misost Meliktrei Sana, are able 
to bring t^wo hundred men well armed into the field, 
ealttrate the soil, and likewise attend to the rearing 
of ca^le, but are poorer than the other Circassian 
tribes, and reputed to be great robbers, 

Lastly, we ought not to pass over in silence 
another, thotx^h very insignificant Circassian tribe, 
caHed Shagaki, who inhabit the vicinity of Anape, on 
the bank^ of the river Bngnr and its small collateral 
brancfiet. Their former habitations were oa the spot 
wKere Anape now stands, but their number has boen 
mudt itdneed, partly by the attacks of the Natnkha- 
iiftfit, and partly by the ravages of the plag^ue, so that 
a few only now remain. They are governed by 
Frioce Mametgirei*Sane, who formerly carried on' 
Mmmerce, maintained hit own ships in the Bfaclc 
Sea, aod possessed considerable wealth. On account 
of ki» influence ovcif the people Hving in the ncij^h- 
botirhood of Anape, he is treated with respect by the 
OttMian Fdieta. 

Tbe nest people I shall notice are the Nagaii, or 
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the Tartars of the Kuban, ivho dwell among tke Cir. 
cassian^, as well as in their vicinity, %nd generally 
lead a pastoral life. " They are the reinainder of the 
Mongolian Tartars, formerly a powerful peopl^^ who, 
after the reign of Tshingis-Khan, invaded and go« 
Ternedpart of Asia, as well ag Europe; .but have, 
during the last century, beeneo much reduced by the 
Ticissitudes of war, and their turbulent conduct, that 
they at present scarcely, deserve the name of a oa. 
tion. , . 

There are likewise several separajfced branches of 
the Nagais and Tartars scattered on the Caucasus: 
particularly on the eastern paitof those^moan tains. 

The Ossetes, or Ir, and according to their own 
denomination, rones, whence their country is called 
Jronistan, are a very peculiar (.eople, who have been 
compelled to retire to the interior parts of the high 
mountains. Their boundary towards the north is 
the Caucasus, towards the west the river (Jrup, to 
the east the Terek, to Uie sojuthrwest the river Rion, 
0t Pbasis of the ancients, and to the south-east Ar. 
agva. The whole tribe is divided into districts, or 
Kom ; and villages, or Kou, — With respect to the 
tongue exclusively spoken by these people, it is re* 
markable, that it has many words in common with the 
Persian, German, and Sclavonic languages, as well 
as expressions analogous to the dialect of these na. 
tions. — The Ossetes are a barbarous, predatory, and 
miserable race of men, who have always infested the 
%:, public road leading to Georgia^ thropgh th^ inoui^^ 
tains which they inhabit* 

There is a tribe of people differing entirely from 
all other inhabitants of the Caucasus, in language aa 
well as in stature, and the features of the countenance: 
their national name is Lamur, signifying inhabitants 
of mountains ; by others they are called Galgai, or 
Ingushian^. Their manner of pronouncing appeared 
to us as if their mouths were full of stQnes, «We 
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were ioforflied that they are an honeftt and braye set 
of people, maintain their independence, and are sub- 
ject onlj to their elders, or priest, by whom thejjr 
religious sacrFfices are performed. They are almost 
the only nation inhabiting the Caucasus, among 
ivhom the shield has been preserYod, as a part of their 
accoutrements. These bucklers are made of wood^ 
eoTered with leather, and bound with iron hoops of 
an oral form. The slv6rt knotty pike which forms 
part of their armour, serres not only as a weapon of 
defence, but is likewise used for supporting the gua 
between its forked branches, by fixing the pointed 
end in the ground, which enables the sharp-shooter 
to take a more accurate aim. The Ingushians are ex^ 
cellent marksmen, but bestow little attention either to 
agriculture or the rearing %i cattle, and are (^)nae« 
^uently in a state of poverty. They live in th^ vici* 
nity of the sources rf the rivers Kumbeiee and Sun. 
sha, and extend their habitations along the high mouni 
tains to the eastern bank of the Terek, where they 
border on the Ossetines. 

Another chain of mountains, as k>fty as the for^* 
mer,^ts inhabited by a nation called Suauians, but by 
the Georgians termed Svannetti, by the Kabardine« 
Sona, and by the Basianes Ebse. Suani is the pecu. 
liar name of the natives, and signilies highlanders. 
Their habitations on the southern basis of the Elbu« 
rus exteiid to the west, as far as the source of the 
Engur • towards the south, they border on the prin- 
cipality of Dadian, and the Imeretian province of 
Odishi ; towards the east on the source of t'he Tzenis* 
tzkale, or horse- river, which indubitably is the Htp» 
pus of the ancients. They live dispersed in particu- 
lar families, are great depredators^ but n^yertheiess 
call themselves christians. Agricnliure and the rear i* 
Ing of cattle are not altogether neglected among them: 
their principal intercourse is that with the provinces 
of Imeritla and Mingrelia. The population of these 
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dies, the surTiving widow is obliged to scratch her 
face and breast till the blood issues, as a token of th« 
great affliction occasioned bj the toss of her husband. 
The men, on a similar event, strike their faces with ^ 
whip, in order to produce black spots, which thej 
exhibit for a considerable time, as expressive of their 
grief. 

With respect to the rural and domestic economy 
of the Circassians, it deserves to be remarked, that 
ttiej not only cultivate the ground, but likewise de. 
vote a considerable portion of their time to the rear* 
ing of cattle : their principal species of grain is mil- 
let, of which they make cakes, hasty puddings, and 
prepare various kinds of pastry, as well as their com« 
liion beverage, by the natives called Hanfkups^ and 
1^ the Kozaks of the Terek, Yantzokh. Maize, or 
Turkey wheat, is also much cultivated, and used as a 
substitute for other food, when -^n their journeys 
and military expeditions. Several culinary vege- 
tables, such- as carrots, turnips, the turnip-rooted 
cabbage, onions, gourds, and water-melons, are like- 
wise planted in gardens : the women manufacture a 
very strong thread of wild hemp, but they are' not 
acquainted with the art of weaving linen* 

The cattle of this people cousist chiefly of ^Mts, 
sheep, oxen, cows, and horses. Their sheep are ge- 
nerally an excellent race, of a white colour, have 
long tails, and produce a fine wool, which is carried 
to market, as well as a quantity of very good but 
ifarrow and undyed cloth, woven by the women : of 
such .cloth are manufactured entire upper dresses for 
sale in the market : while the black and coarser sper- 
cies of wool is used for felt cloaks. 

Their homed cattle is of a small size, and em. 
ployed chiefly in drawing two-wheeled carts,' here 
called Arbes : thoy walk with agility over eminences 
and hills, and in this respect resemble the oxen bred 
on the mountains of the Crimea, which tr^ not so 
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iMayya^d slow as the large cattle of the Ukraiae, but 
tt9,Yil upon a quick trot. 

It may be easily conjectured, that the^most im. 
portant abject of attention among these predatory 
knights, is the rearing of fine horses ; a business 
which is pursued with a degree of zeal and attention 
not inferior to that evinced by the Arabs. But the 
Circassians endeavour to breed not only beautiful, but 
at the sanle time strong and durable animals, which 
are capable of undergoing hunger and fatigue, and 
also excel in swiftness ; as the success of thoir mill, 
tary enterprises depends on the superior quality of 
their horses. Almost every family of distinction, 
whether of princes or nobles, boasts of possessing a 
peculiar race of horses, which, when young, are 
buriked on the buttock with a particular mark ; on 
this occasion they act with the most scrupulous ud* 
herence to custom, so that a person who shonld at. 
tempt to burn a character expressing noble descent 
i>B a filly of a common race, would for such forgery 
forfeit his life. 

The Circassians also rear poultry of almost every 
species^ such as chickens, geese, ducks, and especial* 
ly Indian fowls, of a peculiar si^e and beauty. They 
bestow considerable attention to the cultivation of 
bees, on account of the intoxicating quality of the 
mead, which is their favourite beverage. The bees 
are kept in hives placed on stocks, and carried along 
with th^ni, as they remove and change their habita. 
tions. 

We shall now take a view of the other Circas. 
sian tribes which inl^abit the cpuntry beyond the ri« 
ver Kuban, and consequently »re not included within 
the .bonnc|aries appointed at the conclusion of the last 
pes^$e^mthihe Ottoman Porte. 

The next tribe is that of Beslene: they dwell 
near the source of the Laba, where this river issueji 
frQiQ ihp higb mountains, and their habitations ej^n 
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tend downwards as far as the Khots, wkieliYAll»^fo 
the Liiba at its left bank, and thence up to the source 
of the Psefir, which fiovts intotlie Yamanssn, qb it» 
right bank. Here the country of the Beslenmns 
borders on that of the Makhoshians : tbcfy are thcF 
same tribe as the little Kabarda, and acknowledge 
Kinuka to be the common ancestor of their priiures. 
In their manners and eastoms, thej resemble the Cir*. 
cassians, but are more cleanly and wealthy than the 
people of the mountains. 

The country bordering on the foot of the woody 
and black mountains is inhabited by the Mukhoshiaa 
tribe. Seyeral small rivulets issue from those moun. 
tains, and fiow through a fertile coaatry into the Ya- 
manssu. 

The next tribo is that of Temirgoi, the most 
populous and powerful of all the Circassian tribes. 
They border with the Mukhoshiaii» near the rtTulef 
Ari'm, on the banks of which, below Labugai, is ritu. 
lUed the Tillage of Tsheri)iha>, belonging to these peo. 
pie. 

The whole tribe of the Temtrgois ocenpies more 
than forty Tillages, and is able to bring into the fidd 
upwards of two tho>i«and men : the tribes of Beskme, 
Mukhosh, and Pshedukh, are l^eir allies, aod* w^hen 
united they possess a power of at least five tboostit^d 
effectire men: the Teniirgois are a wealthy people, 
and the most deanly-of all the Circassians ; theitr yli- 
lagesare uniformly foftifted; thiek pole« are tmnsTcr- 
sely placed, in a reclioing direction, the lomei 
Spaces between whieh are illed up, but the upper 
part is coyered with thorn-bfrabes ; a cofitriTaaee 
which affords them an impenetrable fordfieatloa 
against their enemies, the Abassine tribes of TaM 
and Ubikh, who reside in the moantalnff, end nUi 
whom they are frequently at war. 

The fiftl^ of the Circaseian tribes ; sanely ^ that, of 
Hattukai, is at preseat uoder thi^ i^vphAfiS^ «# ^the 
Ottoman Porte^ 



The Hatfakais inhabit the country extending 
from the f<yo4l of the black moantains to the fens of 
tlie Kuban, the 9ontIieim side of which is surrounded 
by the wer Tamanssu : there lik* wise resides among' 
them a saltan of the Crimean family, called Bakhti. 
girei, who has considerable influence over their na« 
tionail affairs, thongh he possesses only a few vas. 
ols. 

Aftotheir imall branch of the Circassians deserves 
to be mentioned : it is known by the name of Shani, 
or Sani, and consists of only sit Tillages ; four of 
these are situated ^n Ifhe banks of the Attaknm, and 
two below on the shore of a small lake. They for- 
merly occupied the right bunk of the Kuban, above 
Kopyl, but fled, together with the inhabitants of Ta- 
man, to the left bank of that river, on the approach 
of the Russian troops in the year 1778 ; they are go« 
vemed by a prince, Misost Melikirei Sana, are able 
to bring t^wo hundred men well armed into the field, 
ealtirate the soil, and likewise attend to the rearing 
of cattle, but are poorer than the other Circassian 
tribes, and reputed to be great robbers, 

Lastly, we ought not to pass over in silence 
another, thotx|h very insignificant Circassian tribe, 
called ^agaki, who inhabit the vicinity of Anape, on 
the bank^ of the river Bngnr and its small collateral 
brancfief. Their former habitations were on the spot 
wKerc Anape now stands, but their number has boen 
mudt reduced, partly by the attacks of the Natnkha- 
ilftiM, and partly by tlie ravages of the plague, so that 
a few only now remain. They are governed by 
Prince Mametgirei*Sane, who formerly carried on* 
«MD»erce, itiaidtained hit own ships in the Bfaclc 
Sea, aod possessed consideraible wealth. On account 
ef lii» influence ovei^ the people living in the neiah:^ 
bonrhood of Anape, he is treated with respect by the 
Ottdiliaa Ptfrte* 

Tlir «e«t pefople I ihall notice are the Nagais, or 
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the Tartars of the Kuban, who dwell among the CIr. 
ca8siaii39 as well a^ in their vicinity, %nd generally 
lead a pastoral life. " They are the remainder of the 
Mongolian Tartars, formerly a powerful peopl^^ who, 
after the reign of Tshingis-Khan, invaded ai^l go* 
Ternedpart of Asia, as well as Europe; but have, 
during the last century, beeneo much reduced by the 
Ticisskudes of war, and their turbulent conduct, that 
they at present sca]rce]y. dasefve the name of a na- 
tion. ... 

There are likewise sever^ separsUed branches of 
the Nagais and Tartars scattered on the Caucasus: 
particularly on the eastern paitpf those^mountains. 

The Ossetes, or Ir, and according to their own 
denomination, rones, . whence their country is called 
Jronistan, are a very peculiar f.eople, who have been 
compelled to retire to the interior parts of the high 
mountains. Their boundary towards the north is 
the Caucasus, towards the west the river (Jrup, to 
the east the Terek, to Uie southi-west the river Rion, 
0t Pbasis of the ancients, and to the south-east Ar. 
agva. The whole tribe is divided into districts, or 
Kom ; and villages, or Kou,— With respect to the 
tongue exclusively spoken by these people, it is re* 
markable, that it has many words in common with the 
Persian, German, and Sclavonic langoages, as well 
as expressions analogous to the dialect of these na« 
tions. — The Ossetes are a barbarous, predatory, and 
miserable race of men, who have always infested the 
% public road leading to Georgia^ throiigh tb^ inoni^* 
tains which they inhabit. 

There is a tribe of people differing entirely from 
all other inhabitants of the Caucasus, in language aa 
well as in stature, and the features of the countenance: 
their national name is Lamur, signifying inhabitants 
of mountains ; by others they are called Galgai, or 
Ingushian^. Their manner of pronouncing appeared 
to ns as if their mouths were full of stpnes, .We 
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were iofoFmed that (hey are an honeftt aud braye set 
of people, maintain their independence, and are subr 
ject onlj to their elders, or priests, by whom thqup 
religious sacrifices are performed. They are almost 
the only nation inhabiting the Caucasus, among 
whom the shield has been preseryed, as a part of their 
accoutrements. These bucklers are made of wood^ 
eoTered with leather, and bound with iron hoops of 
an oTal form. The sh^rt knotty pike which forms 
part of their armour, serres not only as a weapon of 
defence, but is likewise used for supporting the gun 
between its forked branches, by fixing the pointed 
«nd in the ground, which enables the sharp-shooter 
to take a more accurate aim. The Ingushians are exi- 
celleut maiksmen, but bestow little attention either to 
agriculture or the rearing of cattle, and are (^)n&e« 
^uently in a »tate of poverty. They liye in th^ Tici* 
uity of the sources of the riyers Kumbeiee and Sun* 
sha, and extend their habitations along the high mouni 
tarns to the eastern bank of the Terek, where they 
border on the Ossetines. 

Another chain of mountains, as k>fty as the fori* 
mer,^ts inhabited by a nation called Suauians, but by 
the Georgians termed Srannetti, by the Rabardine« 
Sona, and by the Basianes Ebse. Suani is the pecil* 
liar name of the natives, and signifies highlanders. 
Their habitations on the southern basis of the Elbu- 
rus extend to the west, as far as the source of the 
Engur; towards the south, they border on the prin- 
cipality of Dadian, and the Imeretian proyince of 
Odishi ^ towards the east on the source of tlie Tzenis* 
tzkale, or horse-river, which indubitably is the Hip» 
pui of the ancients. They live dispersed in particu- 
lar families, are great depredators^ but neyertheiess 
call themselves christians. Agricniture and the rear- 
ing of cattle are not altogether neglected among them: 
their principal intercourse is that with the provinces 
9f Jmerltla and Mingrelia. The population of these 



149 FALLAS'8 TRAVELS THROUGH 

depredators Is not exactly known : it appears, how. 
ever, to be but inconsiderable, because Tzar Solo- 
mon has repeatedly reduced them to submission, with 
an army consisting of nOt more than two thousand 
men. 

Among the modern inhabitants of the euYirons 
of the Caucasus, should also be included, not pnly 
the brare Russian Rozaks of Grebenski and Semein* 
ofski, whoformtrTy settled iii this Ticinity, but like, 
wise the Kozaks of the Volga or Dnbofski, who, 
since the year 1771, emigrated to the banks of the 
Terek ; and, lastly, the K6zaks of Tsheruotoorski, 
who ha?^ lately peopled the right bank of the riyer 
Kuban : by this new population the frontier line on 
that river, which before was in a'manner interrupted, 
has been rendered complete, since the late treaty of 
peace with the Ottoman Porte, so that if now extends 
from Ustlabinskoi Krepost, or th^ last fort of what is 
properly called the Lines of Caucasus, as far as 
Ta^ian. Many of these tribes hstye, at diflerent times, 
submitted to the protection of Russia, though they 
hare by no mean^ become good and trusty subjects ; 
nor has the Russian government succeeded in impos* 
ing the least burthen or taxes either on the Clrcas. 
sians and Abassines, or on the Nagais recently settled 
within the boundaries of the Kuban; The Abas, 
sines, however, ha?e lately been prevailed upon to 
pay one ruble for every cart load of salt which they 
fetch from the lakes within the boundary, and of 
vi^hich their herds consume considerable quantities ; 
while, on the contrary, the tribes living jbeyond the 
Lines are still permitted to export this commodity, 
without paying any duty to the government. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Excursions in the Crimea. 

After traTclling from Gcorgiefsk to TesherVask 
avi Taganrog, from thence to Taarida, our trarel- 
lers proceeded to the Crimea. The appearance of 
these countries was not much different from those 
formerly described, and their botanical and minera- 
logical productions were altogether similar. ^^ No* 
thing can be more gratifying," says Dr. Pallas^ 
^^ after trayelling o?er barren and nnifot'm plains, 
than a yiew of mountains, and a country presenting 
hills and beautiful variegated woods, which are occa. 
sionaliy intersected with the whimsical meanders of 
rivulets. In addition to these charms, themountain« 
ous part of the Crimea also offers an uncommon ta- 
riety of delightful prospects in the advanced autupinal 
season." 

The fine weather which preTailed during Novem- 
ber, afforded our learned traveller frequent opportu- 
nities of pursuing his botanical resean^hes, though the 
impaired state of his health set bounds to his zeal ; 
and he was obliged to pass thewholeof December and 
January within doors. 

The town he chose for his winter's residence is 
termed Sympheropol, a name given by the ancient 
Greeks to a large and beautifnl plain, situated to« 
wards the north of the old town, and on which are 
built the palace of the governor, and the halls of jus- 
tice for the whole Crimea. 

In the beginning of March the weather prored so 
extremely delightful that onr travellers set out to ex- 
plore the remarkable Tamridian Peninsula, partly 
oyer elevated plains, and partly through valties 
clothed with verdure. They found the soil of these 
Ully regions every wbtre interspersed with petrifac^ 
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iions; in some, petrified crested oysters were discoTcr. 
ed in a complete state of preservation. 

After haying completed their . excursions over the 
more elevated mountains of Orion Tartar j; they next 
explored not only the rooderu stratifie^ heights, toge. 
ther with the adjacent plain, but also the Peninsula 
situate^ towards the Bosphorus, with its abrupt hii. 
locks, and the opposite isle of Taman. 

In the vicinity of Arabat, our travellers visited the 
fort of that name, and the isthmus thence proceeding 
into the sea. Besides a raetshet ^with its octagonal 
tower, both of which are built of stone ; and a wretch, 
ed house for the governor, the fort presents only a 
few huts. The isthmus is here, and several hundred 
faftioms broad. 

Kertsh, formerly called Bosphor, is situated on 
that part of the Bosphorus which expands towards 
the Black Sea, on a somewhat projecting neck of land. 
The fort is built of free stone, and commands the en. 
trance into the harbour. Throughout the summer, a 
frigate is stationed here for guarding the Bosphorus ; 
but on the approach of winter it returns to Akhtiar, 
as the streight is usually covered with ice. ] 

The conveyance to the isle of Taman is by means 
of large boats, and during stormy ' weather is fre- 
quently, attended with danger. To Severnaya Kossa, j 
where the narrow northern peninsula-, together with 
the European coast, forms the Bosphorus, the pas. 
sage is only four versts, and is safer ; but as there ii j 
no village in that neighbourhood, in which tra- 
vellers ican be supplied with horses, it is usnal to cross 
thegulph of Taman, transversely, near the point of ih9 , 
Severnaya to the city of Taman. The Bosphorus has i 
generfiUy a saperficial conrent ruiiniBg outwards, 
when it is not Iinpe46d by the vpisd. Here and along ; 
the whole coast, tiie fishery isyery profitable, partjca* | 
larlf for the different species of sturgeon j they are 
caaj^ht with nets and linea^ as well aa by means of a 
cori to which hookn a^e attached, S9 ai to flo^t oa j 
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Such is the principal employment of the 
' Hertsh, who frequcntlj take from thre0 
bdred Teka, or from twenty.four to thirtj 
loods, of fish in one year, 
bulation of the Crimea formerly amounted 
jbiilf a million, but fi'om the frequent emu 
■hich hare taken place at different periods^ 
ally soon after Russia had taken possession 
Itrict of country, it is now, it would appear^ 
nini^hed. 

^rtar inhabitants of the Crimea may be di* 

I thred classes : the first includes the Na^ayg 

«ntioncd, the second comprehend those Tar* 

[iahabit the heaths, or steppes, as far as the 

ps, and who in the district of Perekop^ 

ty are still unmixed, retain many traces of 

goUao countenance, with a thinly scattered 

iThey devote themselves to the rearing of cat. 

pto husbandry, though they pay no attention 

niog. To the third class, belong the inhabi. 

' the southern vallies, bounded by the moun. 

ikhcse are a mixed race, which seem to have 

ped frqra the remnants of various nations 

together in these regions at the conquest 

f Crimea by the armies of the Mongolian lea« 

I The other Tartars not considering them as true 

dants of their race, give them the name of 

•the costume of thj Tartars inhabiting the plains, 

is some variety. Young persons, especially 

iof noble or wealthy families, dress nearly in the 

assiao, Polish, or Kozak fashion. The physiog. 

y of the true Tauridian Tartars bears a great 

Alaace to that of the Ti^rks aud Europeans. 

*e are handsome^ tall, robust people among them, 

few are inclined to corpulency; their complexion 

ither fair^ and they have black or dark brown 

The boys and youths have a most pleasing and 

a{»» coanreuaucc. 

>i.. X'A. 



I4f^ VAfMila'l TSATKLi YRmoi/eii 

Tfm iveM ml the Tartar womea is rery dMetent 
from that of Oa Nagays; tliej arp ia genetal of loir 
ftainref owing to tMr coafin«d trealaiont ia early 
life, thongh their features are tolerably handfioaie. 
/ Tbe aobittiy and iprievtiiood are highly wgpecfed 
aoKmg the cJrimeini Tartars, and in former times 
w^re often able to make a fonhnfable resiBtanee to 
the Khan^ and even tometimes to eCect his dejio. 
titioa. 

^< It would,*' says Dr. Pallas, ^' be herenselcss to 
enlarge pn the relidons eeremontes^ nuptial solemni- 
ties, and otfier cntioms of the Tartars^ as tiiey agree 
in every respect with those of the Turkish Mahone. 
tans, §o often described by travellers. Poiygamy, it 
would apiiear, is however rare, even among the no. 
bles and arore wealthy Inhabitants of towns; yet 
tfiere are some persons in the villages who encnraber 
themselves with two wives ; thongb male and female 
slaves are not commoit,ji(et thenoMllty impoverish their 
estates by supporting 9#lnerous idle attendants; while 
their chief pride cotislsia in the rlch^ apparel of them, 
selves aad wives, in handsome equipages, and in beiog 
accomj^ied by a train of domestics, who follow 
them on every oceasioti. Another source of expence 
is the purchase of elegant sword blades ; the diatlnc 
tten betweeh' the different sorts of which, together 
with their nafties, constitute among the nobles a com- 
plete science ; the generality of whom were so igno. 
r^ant, that they could neither read nor write, and hi. 
stead of signing their names, snbslHnted an hnpres* 
sion of thek rings, on which a fow Torkish words are 
engraven. Some of the young nobiMty, we are In- 
formad, are now, however, beginning to study not only 
the Rosshin language, but also to iLpply tlwMllves 
to reading and writing, and thus ate beoQaiH4{ MIy 
more civilised. 

^< When we consider,'* lays our learned traveller, 
^ thd confined state tri industry, the present ibin po. 
.puladon, and ihe scanty production of jtbe fmits of 
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the m^j Orim.Tartoff csnaot proaiie i^f «s]^ 
great import or export tfade, etpecUUjr from its Uo* 
latid iltoattoo, ud its dittaacef rem ti» interior pro- 
Tinoes pf Russia, wUdi obooiid io gfftia* At fnoMt 
the most {NroiCoMe InrABohes of exportation an &m 
foUowiag : tIx. salt kite, soda, and baiter ; M 
other articles of eommeree are iasignlficant, exeepdag 
a narrov, coarse, and adddttng Rassian lines, of wkicli 
Dpwards of 54^444 Eo^tsh yards are eewt o«t of tiss 
coaoby. 

<^ The principal imports are the followlog t aasfie. 
I7, rasr aad unmaiinfactared eotton of differeat 
kinds , silk stuffs of rarious patterns, and in the east, 
era fashion; farther, tlie wines of the Arcbipetago, 
aad those prepared near the canal of Constantinople ; 
SeJddU^a Vodka^ or brandy distilled Arom frnlit and 
the leaves of grapes; Tarliish.leaf tobaeco; aad 
a Tarieij of fresh and dried fridts." 

Tin total aoioniit of the export trade majr be 
computed at from foar to five hnndred thousand ra. 
bits, ad vaierem ; aad the first of these sums i^affly 
correspoads with the statements of th^Cnfttom^hoase 
regi^rs ; on the other hand,: the importatieii may be 
estimated at one hundred thousand rubles below that 
calculation. The balance Is paid, partly in ducats, 
but chiefly in the base Turkish silrer coin, which is 
extensively circulated within the peninsula; and, 
perhaps, large sums are concealed among the Tartars. 

On the 18th of July, 1794, our traTeliers at length 
set out on their return to St. Petenburgh, directing 
their route towards Kosloff, in order to visit this 
ancient commercial town, wUch still possesses a con* 
sid^rable population. 

From Roslof to Perekop, they travelled over a le- 
vel sandy steppe ; the sdl of the whole Tarkhanskoi. 
Knt ia of a similar nature. 

On the 97th th^ departed from Perekop, and 
after trarelllng thir^.twotersts, arrired at Kalant« 
s^ak) where Prioco PdCetnkia had offetad • raspect. 
9S 
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able palace, which was embellished with six adjacent 
buildings, bnt U now in a raiuons state. 

They next traTelled through a district^ containing 
accumulations of drifted sand, and extending to the 
Tillage of Oleshki. The passage from this place over 
the Dniessr, to the town of Kherson, is performed in 
ferryboats. 

On the 25th of Jiily, though the heat was almost 
insupportable, thejr proceeded on their route from 
Kherson, over gently rising steppes, through 
Byeia^Tzerkou, or White Church, to Kopenka, and 
from thence to Nicolaef, ivbich lies thirty yersts farr 
ther. 

On the 26th of July, our travellers continued 
their return from this place by the way of Akhtyrak, 
Sumi Mtshensk, the fine towns of Kursk, Orel, and 
Tula, to the city of Moscow. *' I was induced thus 
abruptly," says Dr. Pallas, " to terminate my obses-. 
Tations, as, besides these handsome towns, whieh are 
now rebuilt according to a modern plan, few objects 
occurred on my route; and because the road from 
Moscow to St. Petersburgh, where I arriyed on the 
^th Septeniber^ ha9 been repeatedly described.'* ' 
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EMBASSY 
EMPEROR OF CHINA- 



CHAP, h 

0€atgkm ^ th€ Bmh0S9y. 

>pHE twAuMf to Clilnih ^f wUch the lpltowii«4t 
^ a BumiDary accoimt, was midertaketi by g orer*. 
laoit, as roigkt natarally be imigiocd, on pnqn^e to 
facilitate and extend oer coQimerldal inteicoiirae with 
thatempine. Tbe PprtngncBe were the first £affo- 
peaas wbb, ki this^ poiat of view, exj^ored tbe «a«st 
df Cbkia. Tbie CTeot took piaoc m tbe fifteenth 
dBotiury, end from their earliest comma nication, they 
]bad rendered the Chinese such eeiinent serrices, Ils 
induced tiie enijien^ to gnukt them oestein pfivileges 
and immunities ; tiie Chiaese themselTes reposed In 
them the greatest coi^deace^ and^ in some instances, 
hate gra»lbed tbina a dacided prefeceace over erery 
other nation* 

The Dutch, some, time after* followed the track of 
the Portuguese ; and ttey, too, hating helped to 
Sttbdnea poweifal aebel who, with bis fleeto, was 
covamkta^ great daptcdatiiOBS on the eaetem coast of 
China, raoeiTedgreatatteatlofisfroin die government : 
the cmparor imrited them to Pekin, and loaded them 
wlA lelfieoB of esteem. Un encceasOr^ Cam^ln the 
Creat^ who ro%ood iaUg and prospacoasly^ edvattcd 
o 3 
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Such is the principal employment of the 

Df Hertsh, who freqncntlj take from threes 

Qndred Teka^ or from twenty.four to thirtj 

poods, of fish ia one year. 

bpulation of the Crimea formerly amoooted 

half a million, but fi'om the frequent cmi. 

Lwhich hare taken place ^t different periods^ 

dally soon after Russia had taken possessioa 

listrict of country, it is now, it would appear^ 

limini^hed. 

lartar- inhabitants of the Crimea may be di* 

\ three classes : the first includes the Nagays 

linentioned, the second comprehend those Tar.^ 

^inhabit the heaths, or steppes, as far as the 

Qs, and who iu the district of Perekop^ 

hey are still unmixed, retain diany traces of 

;;oliao countenance, with a thinly scattered 

They devote themselves to the rearing of cat. 

[to husbandry, thoogh they pay no attention 

piog. To the third class, belong the inhabi. 

the southern vallies, bounded by the moun- 

[4hcse are a mixed race, which seem to have 

(ted frqra the remnants of various nations 

together in these regions at the conquest 

J Crimea by the armies of the Mongolian lea* 

Tie other Tartars not considering them as true 

ants of their race, give Uiem the name of 

he postume of thj Tartars inhabiting the plains, 

is 9K)me variety. Young persons, especially 

||of noble or wealthy families, dress nearly in the 

tsslan, Polish, or Kozak f^faion. The physiog- 

of the true Tauridian Tartars bears a great 

l>laace to that of the Ti^rks and Europeans. 

I are handsome^ tall, robust people among them, 

iBw are inclined to corpulency; their complexion 

fither fair, and they have black or dark brown 

The boys and youths have a most pleasing and 

patecoqntevuucc. 
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Tfm iMM 0I the Tartar womea is rery diffefrent 
ff0m that of Hm Nagays; tliej arp ia genetal of lo^ 
ftainrcf owiag to thdr confined treatment ia early 
life, thoagh their features are tolerably hatidBome. 
: Tlie aobiiliy and priesthood are highly n»pected 
aoKmg five Crimean Tartars, and in former times 
wtn often able to make a fonhafable resiBtanee to 
the Khan^ and even tometimes to oCect his de]H>. 
tilion. 

^< It would,*' says Dr. Pallas, ^' be herenselcss to 
enlarge on the reiidons eereaioniea, niiptial solemni. 
dee, and otiier cnsioms of the Tartars^ as they agree 
in every respect with those of the Tnriiish Mahome^ 
tans, §0 often described by travellers. Poiygamy, it 
wonld apiiear, is however rare, even among the no. 
bles and more wealthy inhabitaats of towns ; yet 
there are some persons in the villages who encumber 
themselves with ti^o wives ; though male and female 
slaves are not common, «et thenoMIHy impoverish their 
estates by 8iipportitift;#iniferous idle attendants; while 
their chief pride cotisSstS in the rich apparel of them, 
selves aad wives, in handsome equipages, and in beiog 
accompanied by a train of domestics, who follow 
them on every oceasioh. Another source of ex pence 
is the pnrdhase of elegant sword blades ; the diatioc- 
tien between* tiie different sorts of which, l together 
With their nanies, constitute among the nobles a com. 
pletc science ; the generality of whom werib so igno. 
rant, that they could neither read nor writjs, ami in- 
^ead of signing their names, substituted an hnpres* 
sion of thek rings, on which a fow Turkish words are 
engraven. Some of the young nobitHy, we are in. 
formed, are now, however, l)eginningto study not imly 
the Russian language, but also to apply tiMttilllves 
to reading and writing, and tkas are beoomteg dnity 
more civilised. 

^< When we consider,'* lays our learned traveller, 
^ thd confined state tii itodnntry, the present tbin po. 
pulationi and Ihe scanty production of ihe frnlts of 
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the BU&kj Crim-Tartoff csnaot proaiie iMf «»]^ 
great import or export tfade, etpecUUjr from its iso» 
latid sitoattoo, ud liidMtaacefrom tiMB ioterior pro- 
vinoes of Rnisift, which obouiid io gndm. At fMRMMMt 
the most prof toMe Inroaeheft of exportation ato the 
foUoiHiig: tIx. ttit Ute, aoda, and huttor; M 
other articles of eommeroe areiasignlficaat, excaptfog 
a narroer, couie, and middling Russiaii Unen,of which 
epwards of 54^444 Eo^ish yards are aent o«t of tim 
comitrj. 

<^ The principal imports are the following t name- 
I7, raw and unmannfactnred cotton of diffeivnt 
kiads , silk stnifs of rarioui patterns, and in the east, 
era fashion; farther, the wines of the Arcbipetago, 
and those prepared near the canal of Constantinople ; 
SekMu^a Vodka, or brandy distilled Arom frnit and 
the leaves of grapes; Tarfcish.leaf tobacco; and 
a Torietj of fresh and dried fridts.'* 

Tim total anionnt of the export tr#de may be 
computed at from fonr to five hnndred thonsand ra. 
bles, 0d wdorem ; and the first of these sums nearly 
comsf»onds with the statements of th^CnStom-honse 
registers ; on the other hand,: the In^ortatieii may be 
estimated at one hundred thousand rubles below that 
calculation. The balance is paid, partly in ducats, 
but chiefly in the base Turkish siWer coin, which is 
extensively circulated within the peninsula; and, 
perhaps, large sums are concealed among the Tartars. 

On the 18th of July, 1794, our trareliers at length 
set out on their return to St. Petenburgh, directing 
thdr route towards Kosloff, in order to visit this 
ancient commercial town, wUch still possesses aeon, 
sid^mble population. 

From Roslof to Perekop, they travelled over a le. 
rel sandy steppe ; the soil of the whole TarkhanskoL 
Knt is of a similar nature. 

On the 27th they departed from Perekop, and 
after traTdliii| thir^.twotersts, andred at Kalant. 
s^ak^ where Prince PoCetnkin had ofOctad a respect. 
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able palace, which was embellished with six adjacent 
boiidings, bi|t is qow in a raiuons state. 

They oext travelled through a districts cootaioing 
accumulations of drifted sand, and extending to the 
Tillage of Oleshki. The passage from this place over 
the Dniessr, to the town of Kherson, is performed in 
ferry boats. 

On the 25 th of July, though the heat was almost 
insupportable, they proceeded on their route from 
Kherson, over gently rising steppes, through 
Byeia-Tzcrkou, or White Church, to Kopenka, and 
from thence to Nicolaef, which lies thirty yersts farr 
ther. 

On the 26th of July, our travellers continued 
their return from this place by the way of Akhtyrak, 
Sumi Mtshensk, the fine towns of Kursk, Orel, and 
Tula, to thecity of Moscow. ^^ I was induced thos 
abruptly," says Dr. Pallas, " to terminate my obses* 
Talions, as, besides these handsome towns, which are 
now rebuilt according to a modern plan, few objects 
occurred on my route; and becaase the road from 
Moscow to St. Petersburgh, where I arriyed on the 
^tii September, ha9 been repeatedly described.'* * 
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CHAP. I. 

(kotttion ^ ih^ Embtatif. 

<T^HE twbM9f to Clilna, «f wUch the foltowii^it 
^ a BwamMTf Mcoimt, was uadertaken by f oreinl. 
moil, M roigkt nstomlly be imigioed, on purpose to 
faciliUUte and extend our covmeroial intefcourae with 
that empire. Tbe Pprtngiieie were tbe first £affo- 
peasa wbo, ki thia^ poi«t of view, ex>(4ored tiie «e«st 
of China. Thia eTeot took place in the fifteenth 
cenittry, and from their earliest eommnnicaition, they 
had rendered the Chincae sueh eoiinent serTicea, its 
iDdnoed tiie empen^ to gnwt them oeftain privileges 
aod immnnitiea ; tiie Chinese themselTes reposed In 
them the grentesi coi^denee^ and, in some Instances, 
kate granted them a dacUed preference over etery 
other nation* 

The Dntoh, sometiflae afters followed Uie tra<^ of 
the Porlugnese ; and Ibey, too, hating helped to 
snbdnea powerfnl nebel who, with his fleeto, was 
committanf; great daptcdatlMia on the eaatem coast of 
China, recehedgreat attentiofis from ^e government : 
Ihe cntperor Hmted them to Pekin, and loaded them 
widi teiwnB of esteem. Sja anccestor, Cam^hi the 
Create who ro^good laUg and prospaconsly^ ednnttcd 
o 3 
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into his familiarity all foreigaers who were adepts in 
8UC'' of the arts and sciences as vere better known 
and culti?ated in Europe than in the eastern clime. 
Many of these were religious Missionaries from Spain 
as well as Portugal, all of the Roman Catholic per. 
fiuasion, sent thither to propagate their modes of 
faith : mep who^from their depth pf learning, &rtrict- 
ness of morality, and simplicity of manners, concili- 
ated general esteem, made many proselytes, and by 
these means furthered the objects of such of their 
countrymen as had embarked only on the principles 
of commerce. 

At the close of the sixteenth century, John Milden- 
hall was sent out by order of Queen Elizabeth, to the 
court of the Great Mogul, to obtain certain commer- 
cial advantages for the English. He was there strong, 
ly opposed by the Spanish and Portuguese Jesuits, 
• who, from craft and presents, contriTcd to frustrate 
its completion for spme years. It appears that the 
exclusive privilege of resorting thither was claimed, 
and enjoyed, by the Portuguese till the year 1634, 
"when a free trade to Chipa, as well as to the other 
parts of the East Indies, was agreed to between the 
Ticeroy of Goa and a company of English merchants, 
pursuant to a licence granted for that purpose by 
King Charles the first, though in opposition to an 
existing charter of Queen Elizabeth, which delegated 
that immunity to others. This company of mer- 
chants, by virtne of the premises, fitted out a fleet of 
ships, and gave the command. to Captain Weddell, 
who being furnished with correspondent letters to the 
governor of Macao, could foresee no obstacle to pre- 
Tent the meditated intercourse wtth the Chinese at 
Canton. It seems, however, that the Procurator of 
Mj.r V, or, as it would appear, the Portuguese 
consul, on the fleet's arrival off that place, went on 
board the commodtnre's ship, and said, that as to 
matters of refreshment, he would provide them ; but 
^liat there was an obstacle to their tra^iling^ whi(^ was, 
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the noo-consent of the Chinese, who, he pretended, 
held his (the Portuguese) people in miserable sab. 
jcction. 

ia the History of Commerce, whence this article is 
extracted, we are further informed, that the English, 
mortified, doubtless, at the disappointment, were de^^ 
termined to discover, if possible, the river leading to 
Canton. A barge and pinnace, with above ^(iy 
ncn^ were accordinglj sent out to explore, and in 
the course of two days they came in sight of the 
mouth of the river, the entrance of which was prohi* 
bited even to the Portuguese ; and who. in conse. 
quence, carried on their traffic in small craft, through 
circuitous narrow straits amid various islands. The 
Chinese, alarmed at their appearance, came down the 
river, being then in sight of a fort or castle, with 
twenty sail of junks^ (boats) all mounted with ord- 
nance, and treble-manned, commanded by an admiral, 
who derired them to come to an anchor. Having 
complied, the Chinese began to expostulate on the 
temerity of coming thither to inspect their manufac* 
tures, and explore the interior parts of so great a 
prince's dominions ; and asked who were their pi. 
lots. Being. told that they came from England tp 
exerdse afrec trade for the nratual advantage of both 
princes, paying the accustomed duties, like others, 
that tbey were without pilots, and were able, of 
themselves, to discover, by art, passages infinitely 
more intricate and dangerous, they Jbegan to relax 
their, austerity , and promised to introduce three of 
them- to the viceroy at Canton, provided they would 
proceed no farther in their pinnace^ This was agreed 
to, and the next day, being within five* leagues of 
Ca^iton, (the alarm having reached that city) a depu. 
tation waited on them, and desired them, in a friend, 
ly naanner, to return, to their ships, with an assurance 
tthatif they would apply 4o certain persons at Mac 
xow, they should Have a licence granted tl\^m for the 
^K^ercise of a free trade. This was nothing but an ar^ 
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tific ; for their retuett Mhg complM wUii, «{« r«t. 
seUebeloiigiog to the PoHngueve^ laden wkh mer. 
chandize, sailed in the interim for Japan ; and it apu 
peared they were mader apprdietif ione laH Coaiino- 
dore Weddeli should hate seked them. Being si«w 
ont of danger, they decided Koglish nntdnlitjr ; and 
(Confiding in t^ir own strength, on the scotse of ileu 
fence, sent the £nglish a |>eremptorf denial. 

Enraged at this piece of oriental dnplicit^y m conn- 
cii of war was holden, «t which it wte nmtnisioMljr 
resolved, to proceed op the river as far a^ Ckmbm, 
Baring jre^cbed the castle before-iieqtioned^ I17 mams 
of some hiterpreters they feH in with, they w«ve in- 
troduced to some Mandarines; who promosd, on 
condition of their remaining on the ipot for sic ^ys, 
to intercede with the prindj^l men^ resident at Can. 
ton, for Ae aceoni)>lis(ifnent of Ihek wishes. This 
was another snfolerfnge in drder to gain time ; for in 
th^ coursoof four days ^ the said fort, l>efoiie disman. 
tied, was now furnished .with forty ^.six plecei of hoary 
ordnance ; and they Actually aUscharged teveml shot 
atone of thebaiges, aa it wos passing hy in searehof 
a convenient watering pliee. Thift da8tardl|r coo* 
duet, snp^indnoed by the false tfeptesentatsons c^liie 
^ortnguese, so incensed the wtofce English 'flad^ that 
the same history telte its, they immediately hoisted 
the bloody flag, got under way, luiehored within gnn* 
shot mbreast of 'the fort^ aod^ by a briakiiM.wclL. 
eondttcted firO| mhmced, in a lew honnk this fiend, 
dable battery. They thea landed a hnndradoMB, 
got foil possession of the fortr^^ dbmolintod the 
ordnaneo, hoikted tiie Brttirii tkg on the widlfy^tt 
fire lo the ciisnncil«hoi|oe^ tad demoliBhcd iMwtevor 
theyconid. Hotiogadoedtwoor thteejInimveBSols, 
a letter was sent tiE>C«ntoli by one of thehoats^ cbn. 
plaining of their breteh ^ falA. They idao jnttl. 
fied their prooeedings; and tibrowing all thoOdiiEtisotfc 
the perfidy and antHgxies of tho IWtugnese, they «f • 
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fected a teconeilUtion, and obtained the object m 
view — a licence for a free trade. 

The unfortunate circumstaaces, however, under 
whieh the English first got footing in China, must 
have operated to their disadvantage, and rendered 
their ^tuation, for some time, pecaliarly unpleasant* 
Till tlien, the name of their country was unknown ; 
and the contemptuous epithet of carrotty^pate was 
attached to them long afteir their commercial inter. 
coQ|Qie*' These and other inauspicious impressions Jitk^ 
^pgai d i Sf them by other European nations, added to the t^'^^-^'*^^ 
naticrfaaland religious prejudices imbibed against. them, 
and those unrestrained emanations of liberty andin. 
dependence, too fri^quently indulged in by the natives 
of Britain, were only to be obliterated by a series of vi. 
gilant circumspection, and prudent demeanour; and 
more especially as merchants^ as well as artizans, are 
there hokien in the lowest degree of estimation, fiut 
of all foreigners, then carrying on traffic at the port of 
Canton, the English, from the above causes,' were pour* 
trayed in the most unfavourable point of view : their 
complaints, however just and notorious, were deemed 
frivolous and vexatious ; and, to prevent their grie* 
Tancesfrom being made known, persons were forbid, 
den to translate them. The small number of the En- 
glish who had acquired as much of the Chinese Ian* 
guage as to be able to represent them, being applied 
io for that purpose, rendered themselves obnoxious, 
and it became dangerous for the natives to undertake 
to teach It. Np)^ though a factory had been estab. 
Ushed upwards of a century, yet, for want of an as. 
similation of manners, sentiments, and habits, which 
facilitate and invigorate commerce ; on account of the 
vast pre-eminence of rank arrogated by persons iii 
authority at China, over those exercising any kind 
of traffic, mercantile concerns were materially im. 
peded, and exposed to various impositions. Thus cir* 
comstancedy those ancient prejudices to stra^gersi 
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•aiij imUbed, and deeply roottni, openiian|( on the 
condnct of the Chineie, and ceduced •• it were to n 
science, founded on the perfeet state of their own ci. 
fixation, remained in their f nil foree ; and to nepreei 
(he conduct of their fiuropean YiBitora, at well ae to 
pf«Y«nt the contamtnatiag powers of bad examples 
aaionf their own people, orders were issned that one 
port only shoaid be left open for foreign ships ; and 
at a slated period, every European was obli^sd to 
embark, or quit the Chinese territories, leaiuiM^ liie 
fiietory and concerns until the return of the stal the 
next year. •^ 

Another obstmctioa to commerce, which k>i^ ex- 
isted, was, the natWes were instmcteid, by tiM mora^ 
lists of the empire, to admit it only from mhotiTea of 
Inimaalty aad iieaerolence, not from necessihr or in- 
cUnatlon on thdr part, nor any natoal beneit to be 
derived ; and even the bahtnee of trade m tikeir fa- 
▼Dur, adeftimble object with all other nations, amoaig 
tliem was considered racier as an incoaveaiience than 
advantage. Indifferent, then, as to its progreta, and 
it being rather n^ered than MmgkifT^ strangers wiso 
exercised it could entertain bat slender hopes of fiom- 
mon attention, or common justice; nor comiA (be 
English, in their dealings^ procure any redrcas for 
insults, hardships, or oppreesioos. Snch conduct, 
bbwever, coald not, in their opinioa, be kaow* to^ 
nor authorised by, the Emperor of China; and, 
therefore, under this conviction, many agentii of the 
India company, concerned in the tfade thLtter| hiaied 
die necessity and propriety of an embassy to his im- 
perial majesty, in hopes that, by a true «tetememi of 
their iitnation, he would order a remova^ of the ex« 
isting grievances. Tlie Idea was oommaniceted to 
some eminent artists and mathematicians, in the ser- 
vice of, and who resided at, the ceart ef Pakin; aod 
from a thorough knowledge of the dispoeitSoA of 
those who composed it, oonceived the meassMre would 
be attended with the happiest effects, provided it snet 
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wtik proper support. Skich an eteaty howerer^ was 
not to be broaglU abont bj aiij of the BngHsh at 
Cs&toa i they kad not been particnhurljr reeoouaended 
by tkdr soyerdgn^ and were no otberwiae knoirti 
dm tlirongh the descriptive madium of their adver. 
aanes or competitors. The same motires of policy 
or commeroe which led to the estaMishmeai of minis, 
tersat-olher coor^ applied wkh equal force and pro- 
priety to the appointment of one at Pdtia. Beades^ 
the mssston of a BrKish embassador, it was argned, 
iriMikIr be as fiatterii^ly reeeiYiid^ as the spectacle 
would be spieadid and noveL The annaal amount 
of tbo trade between the two conntries amounted to 
several oiilltens sterling. ; and thongh the two seats of 
foremmeat were many thousamd miles apart, yet the 
dependent territories of each state approximated with, 
ta two hundred miles of that of Hindostan. It is here, 
koweTer, deserving of notioe, that there are some petty 
prinees, often hosiile to each other, bot closely con. 
aected with, or dependent on, one or other of their 
tiro powerful neighbours, who occupy much of the 
space situated between the western limits of the Chi. 
aese province of Shen-see, and the eastern boundary 
of the BrKish government of Bengal. In the com. 
mon conrse.of events, from such a relative situation, 
mast arise ditcussioos wlMch might, without theintor# 
Tention of persons of high rank and coniickntial cha. 
Tseter, lay the basis of &agreeabie disputes between 
tkc two courts. 

At Canton, a Yew yeai^ since, an aocident hop* 
pened which had well nigh put a stop to our foreiga 
trade. Evils of every kind, fraught with this ten* 
dency, are to be apprehended, and ought to be par*, 
tictilsrly gaardod agsddst, especially by a commercial 
natsoo* On Some day of Te|oidiig, in Mug the gupa 
ef oner of those vessels whidh navigates between tfaa 
British setftleoittBts la India and Canton^ batJKot iaiiiei 
6flipk>ysMat of the East ladia company^ two GhioeiCy 
in a boat) lyuif near the vessd^ ia the rttec GanloD^ 



156 fiMfelASST TO CntNA.. 

were accidentally killed by the gtinner. The crime 
of murder is never pardoned in China. TJie Ticeroy 
of the province, fired with indignation at the 'supposed 
atrocity, demanded the perpetrator of the dx'cd, ot 
the person of him who ordered it. The event was 
stated, in a remonstrance, to be purely accidental ; 
but the viceroy, supposing it to hare been done from 
a wicked disposition, still persisted in bis demand, 
and to assure himself of that object, he seized one of 
the principal supercargoes. * The other factoric^s be. 
ing alarmed, united themselves with the English as in a 
common <;ause, and seemed disposed to resist the in. 
teiitions of the viceroy; who, on his part, arranged 
his troops on the banks of the river to force a com- 
pliance. It was at last deemed expedient, on prin- 
ciples of policy, to' give up the gunner, with scarce a 
glimmering hope that his life would be spared* 

The Chinese government, ever on the watch with 
respect to strangers, and easily alarmed, foresees the 
possibility of the most distant evils ; and there was 
much cause of apprehension lest, to avoid similar ac- 
cidents, and to preserve die traaquillity of its sub- 
jects, it might not have been induced to put a total 
stop to foreign tralfic. The effects which such a pro- 
hibition must have on our manufactures, not to men- 
tion the revenue, would have beeii severely felt in 
this country ; i)ut in no one article so much as that 
of tea, which is now become a necessary of life in all 
ranks of sodcty ; the sudden deprivation of which, 
having no proper substitute, might be considered as a 
national calamity. 

The fir^t importers of tea into Europe, which did 
not take place till the commencement of the last cen- 
^ry, were the Dutch. They had heard of the geae- 
>al use of a beverage from a plant of that country, 
and they ivished to establish the sale of an Europeau 
plant praised for its virtues, for the tame use among 
the Chinese, and thus exchange one commodity for 
tiie otRer. Sage was the herb fixed on, extoUefl by 
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.the ancient physicians for Its salubrious and longevous 
qualities. The European herb soon fell into disuse 
iu China ; but the consnoiption of foreign tea has 
since increased astonishingly in Europe. From fifty 
thousand pounds weight, the annual public sales of 
the company in the beginning of the present century, 
the sales in the same time ndw amount to nearly 
tvrenty mUiiops of pounds, which is four hundred 
times as much as it was a hundred years ago* 

Measures haye been taken to introduce the culture 
of tea in such of the British territories in Hindostaa 
as appear to be most congenial to its growth ; and a 
small plantation of it, in the island of Corsica, Is re. 
ported to be in a flourishing state; but the produce 
will not be equal to the ex pence. It is thought, 
however^ highly probable,, that we may, some time 
hereafter, furnish ourselves with this useful article on 
reasonable terms, without depending on the will or 
caprice of a foreign power. In the interim, prudence 
dictated, the necessity of forming such a connection 
with the court of Pekin, as might place the British 
trade to China on a solid and more beneficial basts, 
as well as to remoye the difficulties ^d jealousies 
which might arise on the side of Hindostan, from the 
intrigues and misrepresentations of the respective de. 
pendents or allies of China and Great Britain. 

The forming and completing of such an alliance 
could not be expected to be brought about on a sud. 
den. The court of Pekin was little inclined to an 
iaterc^onrse with foreign states, and deemed it wisdom 
to seclude its subjects, whom it considered as Jn the 
vale of happiness, from an association with the pro. 
fane. A hasty exception to this could not be expected 
in favor of a nation, of whose virtues the emperor and 
mandarines were but little acquainted. 

The punishment of a British subject, by express 
ordejTS from Pekin, for endeavouring to penetrate to 
ihe capital, in order to present a memorial of griev^* 
ances from the British factory, is a proof of the.dif- 
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ficultjr «ad kazard that migfi t baveatteAded an attempt 
til place a t acoestioa of Brittsii avfijects, in cKgoiAad 
ntuatiODS^at'tliat court, whose amiable ma^tiefft and 
discreet conduct would be adapted to gpafai tlM eftteen 
and reipect of eTery chuM ; and by dtssipatinjlf Ihm 
prejodieeM, and conciHatiag their good will, obtain 
that coai&denee requisite for so desiraUe a eo«neetk»o. 
But a'more rational hope for success nw attaelM to 
the mission of an envoy of rank, In tested wiA royal 
authority; and^ aecofdingly, a nobleman of etelted 
nerit nndertook to make the expertment, biit bfe pre. 
mature death on the oatward passaffe intermptod the 
expedition* 

Some thlie after^ other propitious ciroumstanees oc^ 
cnrred to press the execution of the original dMign, 
which had been delayed by the above et«nt$ and to 
the consideration of policy and commeroe) wero now 
saperadded those of humanity and philosophy. Un*. 
der the auspices of his present majesty, ad(fing lastre 
to his reign, very considerable and important improf<e. 
ments had been made In navigation and geogf»phy, 
hj Toyages round the world, esEeeoted by able and 
scientific men. Enterprises like these, tending to en^ 
large the boundaries of knowledge, without tlN" iueen. 
tites of conquest or gain ; voluntarily sacriiclnge<?ery 
enjoyment, and encountering numerous perili, in or- 
der to enrich the pages of history or scieaoe, were, 
in the midst of war, regarded as sacred by an admir*. 
ing enemy, and the persons and property of the ad- 
*fenturers, unsolicitedly, secured from hostility. 

The accounts given by thosowho had hitherto been 
fortunate enough to penetrate into Chlna^ we're eon^ 
tradietory and problematical, oontribnthig rathor to 
oioile attention than satisfy curiosity^ They «ll con^ 
cnrred, however, in assuring that, in regard to Itn 
imtttral and artificial productiont, the polirf Md uni* 
formity of its government, the manners and senti. 
mentl of the inhabitunt^, their civil iastltuttons, mo- 
ral muximsj and genead eooaomy) it presented) col- 
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lecttrely, one o{ the soblimest objects for human con* 
templatlon, or deep research. The imagiDary danger 
of admitting a free intercourse to persons, prone to 
tumult and immoratitjr, ave the obstacles raised by the 
Chinese goTernment against a free investigation of it; 
and this could only be d6lie avay bj such strangers 
whose rectitude of conduct and saa? ity of numoen 
should Gonyince them to the contrary by examples of 
in opposite tendency. 

To eradicate such inveterate prejudioea, there might 
not only be required the effect of examples free frora^ 
moral obliquity, but also the accompanying qualifi* 
cations for moviog in the higher sphere of life. Much 
might depend on the admission of an embassador into 
their territories, and the impression which he and his 
suite might make on the minds of the mandarines and 
the people at large, during thdr progress through the 
country, and his visit to the court ; but principally^ 
whether he could excite a wish, aqd procure residence^ 
for succeeding ministers, contrary to the present re* 
ceived practice of the Chinese; To eifect this would 
he a principal step toward the conclusion of an inti» 
mate alliance with the emperor, and^ by consequence^ 
a free intercourse with all parts of China.. To aim at 
too much, In the beginning, might occasion eidier a 
tadious delay, or a total failure ; ^nd thou|^ the East 
India cmnpany were too well con? inced of the incon* 
veniences and oppressions attached to their commerce 
at Canton, yet, dreading hardships of a greater mag* 
nitttde, they recommended the utmost care and cir- 
cumspection, lest the government of China should^ 
by aay imaginary umbrage, entirely exclude them 
from entering their ports. Administration had, there* 
fore, tn aelect from her bosom, a person of great ta- 
lenta, long experience, and tried prudence ; and it 
was some time ere the minister had determined on hia 
choifi^ 

pa 
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CHAP. II. 

Preparations for the Embassy* 

The Right Honourable Earl Macartney, who had 
already advantaged his country by his diplomatic ta- 
lents^ and whose reputation was fixed for integrity 
and aptuess for business, was appointed, by the mi- 
, nister, embassador extraordinary and minister pleni. 
potentiary to the Emperor of China. On this occa- 
sion, the lords of the admiralty ordered a sixty-four 
guii ship, the Lion, to be fitted up for his lordship's 
reception, with Iea?e to nominate the commander. 
Captain, now Sir Erasmus Gower, who In his juve- 
nlle years had been two voyages round the world, 
and fully equal to the important service, was selectsd 
for this purpose, and honoured with the command ; 
and was also gratified with the choice of his officers, 
every class of which was soon filled. 

To add dignity to the mission, a military guard was 
also allowed, to attend the person of the embassador, 
in compliance with the practice of eastern embassies. 
This guard, over whom it had been resolved to main- 
tain the strictest discipline, in order to prevent the 
least dereliction of duty, or disorderly conduct, when 
in presence of the Chinese, was put under the com- 
mand of major, now colonel, Benson; assisted by 
lieutenant, now captain, Parish ; and lieutenant, 
BOW lieutenant. colonel, Crewe. Doctor Gillan was 
physician to the embassy, and Doctor Scott the 
surgeon ; a gentleman of abilities and experience, 
who had long served in that capacity in the navy, 
with distinguished reputation. Doctor Dinwiddie, 
astronomer, and Mr. Barrow, both well skilled in 
mathematics and mechanics, had also appropriate ap- 
pointments. Mr. Acheson Maxwell and Mr. Edward 
Winder, were made joint secretaries to the embassa- 
|}pr; and Mr. Henry Baring, recently appointed a 



wlH^r (n Ike wrtioe of At Saftt India odmpaiij, was 
penMittvd to ftecoespaay tfie eralmMy to Pddn, Two 
botiknie^iHiietiers «l«o «mlMirked, Ofi6 at tlie prublic ex« ' 
pence, the other Ht that of ati ivrdiYidaal in the iembatoy • ^ 
Another oftee^ of no ttnall import, stiQ reniaii^adi 
Tacant, which was as ivdceMarj as its folftlmeDt wn 
diftcalt ; that of interpreter and translator. In all 
the British domiaiotis, not one person could be pro* 
cured properly qualified ; and to depend on inding 
one tt Canton, was too precarious for the import, 
auee of the embitssy. The MissionarieB tolera^ ni 
the court of Pekin are trot aHoWed to loftTe tb^ 
eodtttry ; but souse, by penetrating In diltgnise faih 
froite the capital, have been iinown to rietum. SoM^ 
of the more learned Chinese, however, had by tor^' 
tuitons circumstances found tlieir wu.y to Rome, EUd 
Were employed at the Vatican, to exatnhle Certaifi 
Chinese books and manuscripts ; and fit Naples a 
college had been founded, out of teal for Christianity, 
dedicated to the education of young Chinese; who, 
by means of the European missionaries, liad contrived 
to eflfeet tbeir escape out of China. The only resource 
left WttS, to see whether any of the above were will- 
ing to accept of, and qualifled for, the employment. 
With thts View, the secretary of the iotendcMl embassy 
M out in January, \f9t. He passed through P^ris^ 
wh^e two foundations for foreign missions still sub. 
aisted. La Mai^n dt Saint Lazare^ and La Mtdson 
dt9 MintnoHi Etranghres. At the iutter Wfts one who 
hAd lef t Clifna twenty years ago ; but, besides that 
he was^&veirse^o re^yisit that country, he had nearly 
forgotten his native language. He next wenttoRome^ 
but wi^ tio other tuccess than that of havlti^ pro- 
eured ffom Cirdtn^I Antonelli, strong letter^ of rei 
conbtftendAtfdvi to the Italian missldnarles in Ctiibst, at 
well ks to the curators of the Chinese college at 
Naples. There, by the aid of his majesty'ji minis, 
tcr, Sir William HainiUoti, to whom the college were 
nwder obligations; he overcame the scruples of ike 
p 3 
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curators ; and two Chinese, uncontasiinated in i 
rAls, amiable in manners, and candid in disposition, 
qualified to interpret between their own language and 
the Italian or Latin, came to England with the secre- 
tary of the embassy, in Maj 1792, expressly to em- 
bark for China in quality of interpreters* 

They soon began to render themselves useful, by 
some pertinent hints respecting their own coui^lry, 
and suggested the fittest preparations for such an ex- 
pedition. Presents, according to the eastern man« 
ners, ace indispensible, both for the emperor and his 
court 'y and they mentioned what they judged might 
be most acceptable. Such articles as were there 
sought after with ayidity, and produced the ^greatest 
profit, . were, on this h«^d, not to be disregarded. 
Extraordinary pieces of ingenious and complicated 
mechanism, richly and variously ornamented, and 
producing, by means of internal wheels and springs, 
apparently automatons moyements, were exported 
jannually to a considerable amount. These machines, 
taken over thither at the express desire of the man- 
darines, whom it might have been dangerous to dis- 
pbey, were either given as presents, or a trifling sum, 
infinitely less than the first cost, was received in re- 
turn, that the transaction might have the appearance 
of a common purchase. Many of these costly arti« 
cles, obtained by the mandarines, for little considera- 
tions, from the merchants, under promise of > protec- 
tion from their inferiors^ ultimately' found their way 
into the palaces of the emperor and his ministers, 
in the hppe of securing the favour of their supe^ 
riorsn 

It would have been vain, in public, presents, to 
think, of surpassing, either in cost or workmanship, 
luch articles of this kind, (called, in the cant jargon 
of the East, Sing . Songs) as had passed thither 
through- private channels; ^nd besides, the annual 
accumulation of them was supposed sufficient to sati- 
f^ps t^e transient gratification. excited by gaudy trifles. 
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Other preseats were substitote^ in their room more 
worthy of princely notice and acceptance. 

Astronomy being a faTourite science in Chioa^ 
which has long engrossed the attention and occupa. 
tion of the gorernment, instrnments of the latest im. 
proVements, and orreries representing the most |)er- 
feet motions in the solar system, could not fail to be 
acceptable. To these were added, specimens or as* 
sortments of such of onr manufactures, finished in 
tbe first style,' as were adapted for general utility, or- 
social comfort ; which, besides being likely to prove • 
highly grateful to those to whom they were presented^ . 
were likely to create a. future demand for ^he same . 
articles. 

For tbe safer conTcyance of these presents, the East 
India Company appointed one of their largest ships, 
and gare the command of her to Captain Macintosh ; 
with instructions to carry out such persons apper^ 
taining to the embassy as could not conreniently be 
accommodated on board the Lion. A small brigiin. . 
tiae, manned and officered from the Lion, was also 
fitted out, as a tender, to accompany the embassy. 

It became necessary, while these preparations were, 
making, to embrace the earliest opportunity of for*, 
aerly announcing the intended embassy to the Chi^ 
nese goyernment, inasmuch as intelligence is frequent- 
ly conveyed to China from foreign ports. Without 
this precaution, the undertaking might, through error 
or design, be made to assume ^an uncertain or war* 
like appearance, — the embassador's reception ren- 
dered dubious, — ^and the intentions of government 
completely frustrated* To secure, then, the effects 
of first impressions, which in every instance are dif- 
ficultly eradicated, three commissioners, who had been 
selected by the East India Company to manage their 
affairs at Canton, were empowered to communicate, 
ivith du^ solemnity, the intended mission of Lord 
Macartney ; and to deliver a letter, correspondent 
KoretOj from Sir. Francis Baring, ,th en , chairman of 
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the Ceiiyt ef tJHartdtou^ ifl so t^^blie A ttumaar to ^ 
Viceroy of Csliteu, «i to pfeirent. If he had biieti «e 
iiH^lined, the ponRillitjr ^ its helfe^g ki^t freni fte 
kiydfTledge of the Etnperor. 

This letter staled, <« ^at his ttie«t gtadom tmtt^ 
reign hating heard that it had beea expected Mi «ah«' 
jeots itettied at Canton siionld ha^ «eat a dentitatioa 
to thd towtt ef P«kiti$ !d order to eongratttkie the 
ettpefor on bis entering Into the i^lghtieth year of hiM 
a^e, httt that such deputation bad not hfHA itomtdu 
ateiy dispatched , ex{Hre$sed great displeasure thensat; 
atfd, being desiroue of enltitating the friendsbip of the 
eflrpetor of China, and of inproTing the ci^nnectioR^ 
kitercoorse, and good correspondence between ^le 
courts of London and Pekin, and ef Hicfeasfbg and 
esttending the conftnerce betweetl tbeii* respectfre sub*, 
jecti, had resolted to send his Mrett.beloTed cddsSii 
and eotmfiiitellof, Lord Macartney, a nobleman of great 
Tittue, ilri9ddin, and ability, as his embassador extra- 
ordinarf a^d plenipotentiary to the emperor ef China, 
ib represent his persott, and to express, ill the 
strongest terms, the satisfa^ioi^ he shonid feel if 
this mark of his attention Atkd regard shoiM eert^ as 
a fonndatioti to establish a petpetnal harmony and 
ailiance between them ; and that the embassadoy, tritt 
Ui attendafrts, shertild soon set ont on theil* V0yage ; 
abd, having several presents for tite emperor from hh 
BHtatttitc majesty, which, ftom th^r site, aM ntfcety 
of mechanism , cotild not be eoh teyed through tlie in. 
tetloT 6f China to io gireat a distance as frdm Cantou 
to Pekin, without risk of damage, he shOtlid proceed 
Erectly lit one of his majesty*s ships, ptdpeHy accom. 
pattied*, to the pdrtof Tieti-sing, afi^acfaing,. in the 
^tit instance, as Heaf M jydssible to the residetiee of 
the^ctnrperor of China." Atid Sir Francis ends the 
letter by *^ requesting Ifte it^foWrittittn thns given to 
tte conveyed fo Ac court of Pekin, trusting that tht- 
imperial orders wonldf be hsaed for the proper recep- 
tion of the king of Great Britairf's ships, with his 
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embassador and soke, as soon as they should appear 
at Tien-sing, or the neighbouring coasts*" 

The presents on this occasion, expressed in the 
abore letter, were illiberally construed by some per- ' 
SODS to be directed to extraordinary and improper 
purposes, and the attention of the dipiomatrc corps 
iras thereby awakened. One of these attributed the 
design to nothing less than that> of engrossing the 
whole trade to China, to the exclusion of all other 
foreigners, and in bis zeal for his court, proposed a 
counter embassy. That monopoly, however^ had no 
part in it must be evident, when it is understood, that> 
this intended embassy was expressly imparted to the • 
States-General of the United PrOTlnccs, then in aU 
liance with Great Britain, with olfers of embassador/ 
rial service, in case the state of the Dutch factory at 
Canton should require such mediation. 

But the real drift of the mission may be clearly as.* 
certatned by his majesty's private instructions to his 
embassador, in which it is signified, that '^ a greater 
number of his subjects than of any other Europeans 
had been trading for a considerable time past in 
China; that the commercial intercourse betweoi se. 
veral other nations and that great empire, had been 
preceded, accompanied, or followed, by special com- 
munications with its sovereign.' Others had the snp* 
port of missionaries, who, from their eminence in 
science, or ingenuity in the arts, had been frequently 
admitted to the familiarity of a curious and polished, 
court, and which missionaries, in the midst of their 
cares for the propagation of their faith, were not 
supposed to have been unmindfal of the views and 
interest of their country ; while the English traders 
remained unaided, and, as it were, unavowed, at a ^ 
distaoee so remote, as to admit of a'misrepresenta. 
tion of the national character ' and importance; and 
where, too, their occupation was not holden in that, 
esteem which might be necessary to procure them 
safety 9nd rospect;*' that, ^^ uod^r these . circnm*# 
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stancet, it becavM the 4ig<ii4y and ciMnuster o£ hk 
uajest/ to extend Im paternal it^ard to tbiBse hm 
dittaltt 8ttl^eet9, even if the cotiiBBroa and proepe. 
ritj of tke nation were not concerned in thur enc. 
Cfss ; axid to claim tlie Emperor of Chioa'a protec- 
tion for themt with that weight which is due to 
the requisition of one great soYemgn from ano« 
ther;" that, ^^ ar free comronaication with a peo» 
pie* perhaps the mofit Moguls i^on the globe, 
anong whom cintisation had existed^ and the arts 
been cnltivaled, throngh a long series of ages, wiA 
fewer isiterreptions than elsewheee, was well worthy 
also of being sought by the British nation, which saw 
with pleasnre, and wiUi gratitude applauded, the se. 
Teral Toyages undertaken already^ by his majesty's 
command, and at the public expence, in the porsnit 
of knowledge, and for thedisoovery and obsenration 
c^ dtstant countries and manners ; but that, ^^ in 
seeking to improve a connection with China, no 
views were entertained except those of tke general 
interests of hnmani^, the mutual benefit of both na« 
tions, and Ike protection of commeree under tiie 
Chlnew goremment. 

Hu Majesty's letter to the Emperor of China 
bnothes tiie same spirit. It is therein said» that. 
^< the mttnral disposition of a great and benevolent 
snreceign, such as hb Imperial nmjesty, whom pro- 
Tidcnce had sealed upon the thcone for the good of 
mankind, was to watch over the peace and security of 
bis dominioos, and to take paina for disseninating 
happiness, virtne, and knnwle^e among his snligectsi 
extending the same beneficence, with aU the peaceful 
arts, as far as he was able, to the whole human 
race.*' That his Britannic majesty, ^' impressed with 
such sentimesrts from the beginning of his reign^ 
when he found Ids people engaged in war, had gmnfod 
tn his enemies, aftsr obtaining Ttctories over.^em, in 
die four fuarters of dm worid, the blessings of peace, 
on Ihnaost equitable conditioBs ;*' t>hat» ^< since thai 



ptfrfoi, not sftflified witli ^6KH>ting th« proiperltj «f 
Ms <?wn Bttbje^te, In etery rMpect, and ^y<md Ifee 
example of ill fortfi^ tifiiM^ he had taken tarioti 
opportnnities of fitting ottt iHiips, and sending in thett 
soine of the most wise and learned of ht» own people, 
f0T the ditooverj^ of distant and unknown regioot; 
not for i^ pnvpose of cfHiqnest, or of enlarging Ms 
dofli^lonS) which were already sufficiently exteniite 
for all hi» wishes; nor for the purpose of acqaiHag 
wealtil, ffOt t¥eiif6i fanronring the coouner^c of his 
sobjeclsr btti for the iMise of increasing the know. 
Iftdgo of the iMMtahle glohe^ of findfaig ont the Ta. 
rions prodnetioni of the earth ; and for eommnni. 
eating the art* and eomforfi of Hfe to those parts, 
where th^ bad Mtherto been Httle known ;" and 
that << he had since sent ipeseels^ with animals aod 
te^etihiles most nseAil to man, to hdahds and places 
where, it appeared, they had been wanting;*' that 
^^ he had been still more anxious to inquire into the 
arts and manners of countries, where ciyilization had 
been improred hf the wise ordinances and virtuous 
examples of their sovereigns, through a long series 
of ages ; and felt, abore all, an ardent wish to be- 
come acquainted with those celebrated institutions of 
his (Chinese) majesty's populous and extensire em. 
ptre, which bad carried its prosperity to such an 
height, as to be the admiration of all surrounding 
nations," That, ** hH Britaamc majesty behig then 
ftt peace with all the world, no time, could be se pro. 
pittouft for exfeadlttg the boun^t of friendship and 
benetolence, and for proposing to communicate and 
receipt! the benefits whicb most result frbm an unre. 
served and amicable intereonrse between such great 
and civiilxed nations as Qkina and Great Britahi.'* 

It was eiident that the emba$sy was not Hmited to 
affairs of commerce at Canton, sis hotd Macartney 
had dincrctlonary power to visit, besides China, every 
other country capable of affording useful or impor- 
taat information* He had diplomatic authority' ad« 
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4ressed to the emperor of Japan, and to the king 

• of Cochio-Chin^, and . a geperal commission to all 
r princes and states, in whatever pi^rt .of the Chinese 
: seas he might have occasion to toncb. 

The ships being, by this time^ at Portsmouth, and 
; every thing in readiness for the voyage, those who 
: were to accompany the embassador, in all nearly a 

• hundred, joined his excellency there in September, 

• 1799, in order to their repairing on board. Impel- 
. led by the fascinating incitement of curiosity, already 

were* they meditating China ata distance, and volun- 
tarily quitted their native shores to engage in a peri, 
lous, but interesting enterprise ; and when the wind 
and weather were annpuuced favourable for depar. 
ture, they felt no regret, or unpleasant emotion, ex. 
cept when the inward thrilUngs of affection • awoke 
the Temembrance of their friends. and dearest con. 
nections. 



CHAP. III. 

Passage to Madeira* 

The embassador and his soite being embarked, the 
Lion and Uindostan, accompanied by the Jackall 
tender, set sail from Portsmouth on the 36th of Sep. 
tember, 1792. The weather soon chan^g^ed from mo- 
derate ■ to boisterous ; in the night, the ships lost 
company of the tender, and were compelled to take 
shelter in Torbay ; whence, after being detained two 
days by adverse winds, they again put to sea. 
, : Steering the usual course, on the IQth of October ^ 
they discoTered the island^ of Porto Santo and Ma. 
deira, the latter of which, at the then distance, ap. 
peared like a huge mountain whose apex was lost in 
the clouds. Soon aftcr^ the Deserta's islands were 
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descried, subject also to Portugal^ forming part of 
the Madeiras. 

The first Tiew of the island of Madeira represented 
it as rocky, barren, and uncultiTated, but on a nearer 
approach its beauties opened to view, and formed a 
hceoe picturesque and enchanting. Funchal, its prin- 
cipal town, stands in the midst of a verdant Tallej, 
whose scattered edifiees, being white external Ij, 
formed a pleasing contrast with the ever.greens and 
plantations, which, at all points, met the eye. 

The seasons here may be said to be only two, 
spring and sumnxer ; as no degree of heat or cold has 
been found unpleasant, Fahrenheit's thermometer^ 
during his excellency's stay, placed in the shade about 
noon, was from sixty.niae to seventy.two degrees. 
At FuRchal, in January, when the tops of the hills 
are covered with snow, it is about sixty-four, and 
seldom rises in antumn higher than seven ty-fiTe. 

The Portuguese Governor ordered due attention to 
be paid to the embassador, ojOTered his excellency 
a military guard, who refused, but accepted a po. 
lite ioTitation to partake of an entertainment truly 
sumptuous; to which the embassador's suite, the 
officers of the Lion and Hindostan, the merchants 
of the British factory, and the most respectable in- 
habitants of the island, about two hundred persons, 
were likewise invited. A yoiing lady, only ten years 
old, dau£;hter of the governor, did the honours of the 
table, till the desert was brought, when the gover. 
nor's wife presided. 

From a geometrical survey of this island by Mr. 
William Johnstone, a native of Great Britain, lately 
a merchant in Madeira, he found it to be of a paral. 
lelogramic form ; its mean length, from W. N. W. 
to E. S. £. WAS about thirty .seven miles, and mean 
breadth eleven miles, comprising an area of fouf 
hnndred and seven square miles, equal to two hun# 
dred and sixty thousand four hundred and eighty 
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^mctm. It k divided kitOv tktrt3r.sefaa psrishet, aad 
its inhabitants are computed to be eighty tiio«»ftnd^ 

Mftny parts of Mu^^t% being moBulaiaous, decli- 
▼ovs, tod ruggody aivd others* neariy destitnle of soil, 
are incapable of cnitort. Small p8tdie% ituleed, of 
•€uitivated gronnd appear In Hw mirror talleya, in 
whiefa a^so th^re are some vi)laf|^8. fiut though the 
^litirators are tezy^ T«t they hwve shewn, instances 
of industry, by breaisinf ^ dft tbe sides of hiils, 
thinly eotered with soii^ such pieces of scattered rock 
as oon^ttitt Tegetabie matter^ into sssaiier parts.; and 
tiie rills^ from the heights, berng made to fiow 
o?er^ the fVagtnents consAinnte and become a fertile 
monk]. 

Ind^eiiee^ however^ pve'ruls irith the men, who 
onjoy ease at hoaie^ while tii«tr wives and da»ght^s 
go barefooted) to a considiiFaMe distance^ orcrrag. 
ged pathS) up to the mouatains to cat broom for 
liseK This they carry ia loads to FuQchaJ, and dis- 
yoie of it for snbskteaoe, whidi is diiedy on salt 
Mk. Th>mi seventy of labour^ poorness of food^ 
atid warmth of climatey make them old in frame 
when 3^Qng in y«ar&. The complexion of this eiass 
of H^ p«opl6 is dark, their sta/tare low, avid the 
spirit and activity of their ancestors mnebdegenciu 
ratedi 

The hog is the food most teiished* at Madeira. 
TJleee animalk^ whenyouog^ are marked by their 
owneips^ and sutfered to ran^^wild among the moua*. 
tains, and at last are hunted and caught by dogs. 

No ser^nts, n6r any no&fons animal, hsrrebieen 
1»I0WB to eiHst at Madeira-; neither aare there hares 
er fbtOB. Flsh^ of enteral kiods^ are oaught on the 
coasts bilt herrings' and oysters are strangers thel^e* 
Salted eod in ab)undattee if' imported from America; 
aadbelng^thieptintipal diet of dus poor, oedammu 
among themftw^aenl scorburtio eru^sdons. 

1^ ifthabttants are ampiyt supj^tted wkh delidaitt 
fruits and vegetable esculeftts, of vanaus kinds^ for 
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the table. Bat the grape^ eliiefy white, \s ilie staple 
predacfjon of the islaad. Twenty-five thoufRanj 
pipes, each of a* hnndned aad tvrenty gftffoiH, are 
made "anoMiltj*' half of thn is exported to Enghtnd, 
North America, and the West Indies, and the residue 
is consamed by the inhabitants, either in its natural 
stste, or in a spirit from distillation. 

This sort of wine has the appellation of dry Ma- 
deira/ the highest price Of Which to dealers, is thirty, 
two pounds a pipe ; bat private indi?idauls are, from 
general customs, made to pay more. The' merchants, 
howerer, add one ponnd per ptple extra, to the abore 
charge, for erery year they keep it in their eelhirs, as 
an equivalent for Interest of money, and other inci- 
dental losses. 

Other kinds of grape are natires in Madeira ; one, 
whose juice has a deeper eolonr than the former, the 
wine &t which is called tinto. Another, called bas. 
tardo, iias a red skin, but produces a white juice ; and' 
lastly, on some fertr soils a third species is raised, whoto 
jaiceis remarkably sweet and rich, from Which is made 
that celebrated wine called malmsey. The annual 
predaeeof this vine is averaged at five hutidred pipes, 
fetching, at market, about sixty pounds per pf|ie. The 
merchants of the British factory here, like that at 
Oporfo, attach themselves to the cultivators of the 
vine, and supply th«m, in advance, with whatever can 
contribute to their necessities. They are remarkable 
for t^lr hospitality to strangers* Their houses are 
spacious and open, on the slightest recommendation, 
for the reception of passengers, who stop there, for 
refreshments in their way to Asia or America. 

Provisions excepted, the government of Portugal 
in poses a duty on all imports into Madeira, and also 
on wine exported. And though internal taxes are 
levied, vet, after defraying the expences of the civil 
and military establishments, the surplus is said Hot to 
exceed eij^y thoasadd pounds. Tbeblilance of trade 
todiat bhmilis much In favour of the English. Twen* 
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ty trading houses of great solidity, i/vkose acquired 
fortanes ultimately centre in Great Britain , constitute 
the present British factory. Their iQimense capital, 
aTOwed integrity, and commetcial knowledge, have 
stifled every competition, and left them in the almost 
entire possession of the trade to Madeira. 

The salubrity of the climate protects its inhabitants 
from vari'JTis diseases. The scurvy, from bad provi- 
sions, is the lot of the poor ; and paraljrtic affections^* 
from indolence, and repletion, that of the rich. Inter, 
mittents are unknown there. The small- pox proves 
most fatal in summer ; and inoculation, on account of 
religious scruples, is rarely performed. 

The town contains about fifteen thousand inhabi* 
tants ; and though streams of water run through the 
streets, they are kept very dirly. Some improvements 
are going on, to which the governor has contributed, 
and among these is a delightiful mall, with two rows 
of handsome trees. The cultivation of the country 
keeps pace with an increasing population ; but the 
uncertainty of the seasons often causes failure in 
crops, and subjects the fanner to hardships. The 
creditor can seize property for rent, but cannot im- 
prison the debtor. 

The sugar-cane is but little cultivated here. The 
cane resembles, in form, the common reed, grows to 
the height of about eight feet, and has a jointed stem, 
with leaves spriaging from the joints.. The best and 
sweetest juice is centered in the middle of the stem. 
A few trees of the true cinnamon, with three-ribbed 
scented leaves, and a thin fragrant bark, aro thinly 
dispersed. 

From Funchal, to the eastward of the island, the 
road is steep and craggy up hills; at the top was a 
narrow path, on one side of which was a perpendicu- 
lar rock, on the other a dreadful precipice, passable 
only to pedestrians, except to those well- trained 
sure-footed pules. Farther on is an 6pen plain, 
jadomed with myrtle and box-tree^ growing wild i and 
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hdight and Iu:iturlab«e tkaH any whick grows in Eng. 
lan^^ At tbe east end of the island, tnme gtmthmea 
of the «ml>as&y, ^ko had made the osetmlon, dfsc^-' 
T^Ved Uie crater of a disltnct tolcatio, fo«i< Imdred 
yafds in diameter ; at tbe boltonn and ronnd tke sides 
of 'whkk were scattered fragtnevits of lava^ 

it appealed to Dr. GiUan, that <^ there kad iMftt 
several craters ill the island, and that ernptioas had 
taken pkee frdm tketn at varioM and tery distant li^ 
terrals. This was 'particolarly manife^ at a placd 
nea^ the braaen^kead, where night easily be Gofemted 
twel^re dilfereint eraptions of Ikva fr&ia neigkbourtng 
praters," 

Tb^ ebain of the highest ttMrnatainv at Madeira 
ka^ ha»rdly amy i^oleanic app^amnoe. The efonds en* 
velope mqucintlj their tope, and from tbete deecend 
all the streams and ritnlets of the i^and. Their an. 
tiquity is marked by the deep cbasme or gtilphs the]^ 
haT0 formed id their descent between the Hdges of the 
roeks, during tke long lapse of time tbty ktre con. 
tinned to flow* In ^e l)eds of these rl^ulett are fonnd 
pebiHes of various sites, and large round masses of 
dies, such as are usmalty f^und ih the beds of many 
dmitaf tenants in the Alps. The soil, also, of tl4 
fiefda and pasturage gronnds appears eiafttly the tati^ 
as ^ose of the Goniinent, where no volcaait fire hai 
erer lieen suspected. 

li is likewise tK^ be^ ala^i*^ ed, fhfat no Itff a iA a 
gtasfy nattK*e has been ditiiioteted inf Madeira, \k0t 
anr perfect pumieeustone; eirenmstanc^ whi<rh botfi- 
indicate that not the highest degree of heat htA beei^ 
Atifered kere : but it Is probable that the hiff df beach 
0f Piincka:! is a segmefif of a large crater^ tie eltta^ 
rib^ part of which has suhk into iht itea; Tot) iff tSb& 
Mt place,, tke shining t^r bfite stt^nesr npdfi ihi! b«ael» 
are m df*compltct laVa; secondly, f^top^^ittinn* wea^ 
ther tftroW9 always upon tke ^firfe largier ma^e» al 
the j»ai9e bine lava atone, and^ ateo, a quantity of 0^ 
a3 
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lular lava, approaching to painice.8tone in teictjore, 
but much heavier, and not fibrous ; and, lastly, the 
Loo Rock, and landin^*place opposite to it, to the 
westward of Funchal bay, as well as that upon which 
Fort St. Jago is constructed, are evidently perpendi- 
cular fragments of the edges of the crater, which have 
hitherto resisted the action of the sea, by haTing been 
better supported, or having more closely adhered to- 
gether, though much worn by the Tiolence of the 
surge. They bear not the least resemblance to the 
neighbouring rocks a little within shore. 

The island of Madeira is well defended by nature. 
Violent surges beating constantly upon its rocky 
shores, form a strong barrier against invasion. Art 
has, likewise, contributed to the strength of the capi- 
tal, which extends three quarters of a mile along the 
beach, and nearly half a mile in-depth, \ij four forts ; 
St. Jago, St. Lorenzo, Peak C:istle, and another up- 
on the Loo Rock. 

The military establishment of the island consists of 
three hundred regular troops, half infantry, the rest 
artillery ; and two thousand militia, who are embodied 
occasionally. The latter, making two battalions, are 
obliged to provide themselves with an uniform. There 
are also ten thousand irregular militia, who ar^ not so 
clothed, nor called out to .exercise, and being at bo 
expence on that account, are compelled to do garri^ 
6on duty, to take charge of signals, and repair the 
highways,. Three colonels are appointed, in separate 
districts, to command them ; and they are farther sab- 
divided into companies, each of which has a captain 
and lieutenant. 

, The Lion and the Hindostan having procured the 
K^eeessary refreshments, and recruited and completed 
ih\b stock of water and fuel ; and having left instmc* 
tions for the Jackall, who had not yet rejoined thoniy. 
to proceed to' Port Praya, in the island of St. Jago, 
bi^ excellency and suite embarked froia Funchal oa 
tbo.lSthpf October, 17fl2, . ' 
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CHAP. IV. 



Passage to Teneriffg ; to St. J ago. Notices of the 
Islands, 

Captain Sir Erasmus Gower, in order to obtain a 
better wine for the seamen than coald be procured at 
Madeira, at the contract price, resolved to touch at 
Santa Cruz, pn his waf jto St. Jago ; and steering for 
this place, they eotered the bay on the ^Ist of Octo* 
ber, and anchored in twenty fathoms water^ 

The place is. defended by forts and batteries; aod 
the shore so fenced, by cragged focks and coQsi^nt 
surges, as to render it nearly inaccessible to . boat9. ' 
The regular troops do not exceed three hundred ; but 
every person capable of bearjng arms is enrolled in 
the militia. 

To the above securities of art and nature against 
the attacks of an en;my, arises another to which hos. 
tile ships are exposed : the wind is hardly ever favour- 
able to clear the land. This danger proved no ob- 
stacje to the ardour of the gallant Admiral Blake, 
\rho, in 16^7, entered the road, a.ttackcd and destroyed 
a fleet of Spanish galleons, in strength nearly equal to 
his own; knd then, by a fortuitous wind, he brought 
off his squadron in perfect safety. 

The town <>f Santa Cruz is pleasantly situated. It' 
has a handsome pier, convenient landing-places, and 
an excellent quay, shaded by seyeral rows of trees. 
Its streets are elegant, and tolerably spacious. A foun. 
tain, adorned with marble statues, stands in a square; 
aod the. neighbourhood affords many delightful pro« * 
menades. 

The mountains to the northward of the town are 
ragged, and the rocks fqund upon them volcanic. 
Notwithstanding, they produce beans, corn, and grass 
for fo'dier. The culture is ingeniously carried un to 
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their very summits by means of stages or plaifomis 
of soil, supported by fevcos ef stone. Various wiM 
odoriferous herbs were scattered around ; and* some of 
a powerful, and as It were inebriating, smell. 

Xa Figuera de India, called, in English, the Prickly 
pear-tree, bears a fruit which is held there in gr^t 
estimation; but it is neither e^ily pluqKed nor eaten • 
A peasant, whom a gentleman belongrng to the Lion, . 
then on an excursion, acddentally met. obligingly 
undertook to overcome th& difficulty. He gathered 
one, bv en?eloptng the fruit with a ta(t of grass, to 
guard his fingers fk'om the prickles.. He warily took 
off the rind, and the puf p being exposed to Tiew, 
proved delidoas to th0 taste, uniting tlie ftayour of a 
fig, the winter Burgundy pear, and the water melon. 

Other gentlemen, belonging to the ships, made an 
equestrian tour into the country, In which they tI. 
sited the caj^itat of the island, called, St. Christoph^ 
de Laguna. The gpveruor re^idt^s at Santa Cruss, 
but here are h^lden the courts of justice. The city 
is built on an eminence in an extensive fertile plain ; 
tt contained several fountains, which were supplied 
vfith water from tb<s neighbouring heights, by means 
of an aqueduct. The soil produced vines, Indian 
corn, potatoes, and a species of beans. Even the 
bosoms of the mountains were cultivated, and their 
craggy sides covered with rarious sorts of spontane. 
pus plants^ 

At the bottom of an amphitheatre of mountains, 
out of which rises the Peak of Teneriffe, is the Yflla, 
or capital, Orotava, otherwise called Oratavia, the port 
of which i^ at three roitcs disf ance» The trade here, as 
at Madeira, is chiefly confined to British merchants* 

From this plaoe, the ascent of the Ppak is genCi* 
rally attempt^ ; accordingly a party from the ships 
undertook, on the 28d October, to risit ft. The 
season of the year vas doubtless unfkvourablir ; the 
cold on the mountains was said to be intense j and' 
sudden showers of snow and hail often overwlxeimed 
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the trareiler. They set off, howeTer, about noon, 
accompaaied by two muleteers as guides. They pas- 
sed through a pleasant Tale corered with Tines ; and 
ascending an eminence, the sloping sides of. which 
were entirely coTcred with a groTe of chesnut trees, 
they arriTed at the summit of the first, called the • 
Greeo Mountain. 

They had now to attain the top of a second mounw . 
tain, whose fiides were, craggy and sterile, and its 
ascending path on the brink of precipices. A few . 
pines were tiiialy scattered on its sides. In the after* 
noon, by means of a barometer, they found they had . 
aiic^ided nearly six thousand feet ahoTe the town. 
The mountain npon which they stood, was now OTer- 
cast with clouds ; and Tarious, and knpetuous gusts 
of winds, combating each other, seemied to threaten 
any farther approach. 

£xQaTations, resembling distinct eratters of Tolca. 
nic matter, were discoTered in every part of this 
mountain ; and night setting in, and the path being 
difficult, the guides not only proposed to halt, but, in 
contempt of threats, were unwilling %o proceed, . 
The travellers wanted much to reach that part, 
known by the s^me of La Estancia dos Ingleses, the 
resting place of the English. It then began to rain, 
and^low with violence, and the guides, anticipating, 
from experience, an approaching tempest, declared 
the unsheltered traTcller must ineTitably perifth, and 
insijited on stopping under the brow of a projecting 
rock. 

They had furnished tkemseWes with provisions at 
Orotaya ; they kindled a fire with the branches of the 
cytisus; and the leafy boughs of the Spanish broom, 
served them as a couch to sleep upon. The thermo. 
meter was now at forty. fire degrees ; the air keen, 
the wind tempestuous, and they had no shelter against 
the rain. 

At day.break they arose ; but the weather was ex«. 
ceedingly boisterous^ driving with Tiolence beayy 
drops of rain. They saw the point of the. upper 
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cone ; but thi oonical frugtrmn, by wfneh H was 9nfi- 
ported,. was concealed by thick clouds; ikme rolled 
in sHCcession iklong Uis sides, and being thmte rapidly 
hnrled into tiie vallijes, between the hills, against 
which they were forcibly driven, qntolcly coadcn- 
86d into rai9* Sohm of the party then gave np the 
project, and, by the assistance of one of the guides, 
returned to Orotava. . 

Previotts to their arrival at the sea.port of Orota?a, 
and at a little distance from the city, or upper town, 
of the same name, neatly built of stone, they sav 
on their way, a remarkable Dragon'ft Blood tree. 
Its trunk, at the height of ten feet ffono the ground, 
measured thirty^ix fbef; in girth. At the height 
of fifteen feet, i4 divided itself into about a dozen 
branches, sprouHiig. regularly, ae fren a centre, 
in an oblique direction upwards^ These produced, 
only at their esttremlties, thick, spengy hMves, re- 
sembling, but smaller -than, the common aloe. This 
tr«e, by a tradition current in the inland, osieted 
three centuries ago, at the time the Spaniarde eeii. 
quered Teneriile ; and It >a now, as it was HieB, a 
di^inguisfaiiig landmark. 

The gentlemen who purcmed ilieiv joumey towards 
the Feak were attended by another guide, one of the 
few remaining of the descendants of the Gu^ehes 
(original inhaUtants), and 9ole possessors of the 
iriai^, when it was #rst invaded by the Spaniards in 
the ilfteaiith century. They had attained the sumnit 
of the mountain whence arises the great cone, whidh 
being frequently covered with snow, occasioned the 
ancients to give die whole islafid the name of Ni« 
varia. 

The plain, on file top of this mountain, presented 
a dreary waste, loaded VHth masses of bfaek tara, wUh.. 
put verdure or vegetation ; except a solitary ey tlsns, 
which peeping now and then, through the fissure «€ 
a rock, diseovened its feeble withering branches. 

Baring already ascended two theusaiid feet above 
the pkce yi^liete tike precedin^^ i|ight they had taken 
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ikdter, tbt olnletieers bec&me r«fr«cterjr, .and im« 
. ptded the progress of the animals. The cold, indeed, 
was pierciiig and intolerable ; the foil of sleet tor. 
pitod the haniby and incHpacititted them from hbidin^ 
the reins. In their periioas sitoatton they had many 
hair^breadthoscapet^battioiiemoreso than Dr.Gillan. 
Stimulated by cttriosity to follow his friends, and 
forced by the wind to the ed|^ of a precipice, his 
mole fell, opportunely, into a bed of Tolcairic ashes, 
or both mast hate been hurled down the precipice, 
add inevitably perished. At this time the tismpest 
raged with increased Tioleiice, aiid the drops of rain 
fell half eoiigealed ; the dif&culties they bad to en. 
counter wereinsormotintable, and tfaa only cb<noe left 
was thait of retarii|iig. 

Excarsions to tbe Peak, at proper seasons of the 
year, are attended with less difficalties. The same 
Mr. Johnson mentioned in the preceding cha^pter, 
as having sarveyed Madeira, visited this place in* the 
summer timew He and Ins party provided themselres 
with tentsj and slept, the night before they ^ot to 
the Peak, nearly about the same spot whidi finished 
the labours of those just mentioned. 

" There," it is said, " they encamped on ground 
covered with pumice stone, a stream of lava on each 
side ; in front, a barren plain ; the island of Grand 
Cafliary beariivg sonth.cast, as if rising out of an' im. 
reease fieid of ice, formed by the clouds below them. 
Abont four o'cla&k next morning, the first of An- 
gnst, tiie moKKi shining bright, and the weather clear, 
tiiey begas to ascend a kind of paAh^ along the first 
grciat fmstruin^ leading td the smftller and higher 
SdgKr4.Loaf. The passage wmt steep and dlsagi*eeable, 
being, eovered wiiA pumice stone, which gave way at 
ever3^ step. In abcnst am hianr they got to the Alta 
Vista, where it was necessary to climb OYer the lata, 
feapitig from one Itfrge stone' to anijtWr, till th^y ar. 
rired at the foot of the Safar^iiOjuP. Jtm^ they tmM 
about &ve. mioi>ite9« 
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}' They 4lieii began to .ascend ike Saga^^lfOaf. 
This was by much .the most fatiguing pari ; it beii^ 
.exceedingly steep, and wholly conaisting of small 
pumice atones, so that the foot, at every step^ 
sinks and slides back. They were obliged to take 
breath, repeatedly. It was little more than six o'clock 
when tht:y got upon the summit of the SugUT.I.^af. 
At this time the clouds had gathered about a mileanu 
a half perpendicular below* They were thick, and 
had a very striking effect, appearing like an immense 
extent of frozen sea, cavered with innumerable hil. 
locks of snow, above which the islands of Grand 
Canary, Palma, Gomera, and Hiero or Ferro, raised 
their heads. On the sua's.getting a little higher, the 
clouds disappeared, and opened to the view the coast 
around. The colours, hoisted on the Peak, were 
distinctly seen by gentlemen in Orotava, through 
their telescopes. 

" The prospect from, the Peak is romantic and ex- 
tensiTe, no other hill being of a hcighl to intercept 
the view. The coast is perceived aUh round, and a 
.distinct idea of the island formed. The north-west 
coast appears to be well cultivated ; but the south, 
east seems dreary and barren/' Within the summit 
of the Peak, he relates, '^ is an excavation or caul, 
dron, not less than eighty feet in depth, into which 
the gentlemen descended, and gathered some sulphur^ 
V ith which the surface is mostly covered. In many 
parts the foot cannot rest upon the same spot above 
a minute, the heat penetrating quickly through the 
shoe. Smoke issues frequently from the earth. Just 
under the surface is a soft reddish clay^ so hot, that 
the hand introduced into it must instantly be with, 
drawft. In the cauldron, the sulphureous odour is 
.very ofifensive^ but on the ridge it may be easily en. 
diired. 

'' From.this place they saw the town of Santa Cruz, 
and the shipping in the road, which is a distance, in 
a direct line, of about twenty-five miles* They con. 
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tiiwed two hours and a half npoo the sttminit of the 
Peik, wilhoitt feeling any InconTenience frem heat or 
cold. Soo6 after sun.rtse the thermometer^ in the 
shade, was at fifty^one degrees. I'hej descended the 
Snga^.Loaf, in a few minttt^^, running the whole 
wajr, which was found to be the best mode. 

'' At the foot of the Peak, there were several ca. 
wrns in the midst of Java, some filled with fine water, 
extremely cold, and frozen at the edges of the ca^ 
reros. Others, in the winter, are filled with snow, 
orer which the sun n^Ter shines ; and, thus, snow 
conftinaes in them throughout the year." 

The height of the Peak, also mtosured by Mr* 
Johnstone, was found to be two thousand and twenty* 
three English fathoms, or two miles two furlongs 
asd eighty. six yards ; and its distance from the sea* 
port to Orotava eleven miles and a half, bearing 
sooth, forty.eight degrees west ; the variation of the 
compass being si:ateca degrees to the westward of the 
Pole. 

Religion here, as in every part of the Spanish do- 
minions, engrosses much Cff their leisure which might 
be devoted to instruction and improvements. Even 
ladies of rank seldom go out 'but to mass, matins, or 
vespers. The uu married live in convents, and are 
there often enticed to take the veil; 

The residence of the Bishop of the isles, whose, 
rf^rcnae is ten thousand pounds a year, is* at Canaria ; 
•his unbounded oharity is equal to his ecclesiastical 
rigour. Reiigipn suffers very little interruption by 
eommeroe. foreign ships rarely touch at any oUier 
place than Teneriffe ; and from Santa Cruz are an« 
iMially exported about twenty-five thousand pipes of 
wine, chiefly to the English, in return for mannfac- . 
tares. 

The revenne accruing to the crown from all the 
Canarim, after deducting the ordinary expences of 
administration, does not exceed sixty thousand pounds 
ft year. The dutjr on tobacco and siwf is so enor. 

Yot,. x.\, U 
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mou^, that thd lemptktic^n to sihuggl'e U itt^^lMa^i 
The royal monopolies, of Wlrrch OrdMIIa^ii ^d^3 
are the chief grievances of (he rah^Bitattte-l-^'"' '' •' 

TenpTifle, though not the liit^tJit; tlte %iOMl^fio. 
pulous and fertile of the Canary lsland^j"iS''s^dtit 
seventy miles in length, and' twefaty^twb In ih^fi 
breadth. iH surface contains one Ihoussthd iit^frfin.. 
dred and fqrty square miles, or nini^ hundh^'I'i^id 
eighty^five thousand six hundred acres, lW\ltihfcbi. 
taots, are computed .at nearly a htindred tlidt^nd, 
wh^ch . averages about sixty-five persons ' to' ^itrj 
ijg[uar€ mile. . > . • 

, 'fhe population of the Grand Canary islami' lies, 
timated at forty thousand inhabitants ; PahiYa^-ihkty 
thousand ; Forteventura, ten thousand ; Laucerota* 
tiight thousand ; Gomera, seven thousand; ^atid Hi. 
.4irro, pr Ferro, fifteen hundred. This, island, tht* 
ivesternmost of all the Canaries, is the most western 
part of the old world, ftoni v;rhich geographers used 
to calculate their first meridian. 

'On the 27th of October, the Lion and Uitldostati 
left Santa Cfui, and steered their eourso towards 
Port Praya, in the island of St. Jago. 

They^came in sight of Bonavista, oiie of thU^Capa 
de Verde islands, on the first of November ; on the 
^d, — of the isle of May. The next day the island 
gf. St. Jago appeared ; and at noon the Lion an^ot- 
ed in Praya Bay, in seven fathpms vrat^r. Thl^tlnM- 
tude of the Bay is fourteen degrees fifty .six tfiautes 
nofth, and the longltnde tvrenty-threedegtees tW^ity. 
nin,e minutes west. The variation of -^e coiiip»fu» 
twelve degrees forty-eight ndnotes west* ' 8fai^, 
bound to the southward, generafly st6p 3i€if^*#or 
fre^h, provisions. The coast teems with t^ious &iiiis 
of fish. At this time, however, the Island; W«s ma 
state of. deiiblatfon and famine ; nor had any ^V of 
t,!^^ Qape de Verde's escaped the calan^ity* LHfie Dr 
ppfaju.had fallen for three years -past; th^ Hrers 
were dried tip ; vegetation had^ leased ; iftfd the^'cat# 



th^labfifi ?P ^ell iroux want a^ drppgl^t.. Some ih- 
bi^taiits. Iifi^i prudently migrated ; many ^ of those 
who reniai|Uaf|wer^^tarv^d^Q death. 

,\JfQn'9k sa![^y beach a little to tlie rigb t of St. Jago, 
c}1q9j[), to.the rpdc^ and at the foot of an elevated plain, 
ar«'<hQTuin;s of a onee elegant Roo^ish chapel, built 
probaj^ly^ by the grateful piety of a person saved 
frfmf^bipwreck/; 

Thaftown of Praya, if such it may be called, is 
sitoated upon the plain above mentioned. It con. 
si&ts of about an hundred junall huts, one story hi^h, 
built of wood, thinly scattei^d. It has a fort or 
battery ^Umostin rninSt . The jail was the best baild- 
iag, and next to that the churcji^ at which ojQ&ciated 
a OMila^to priest.. 

The governor resides in a small wooden barrack, at 
the extremity of the plaio, commanding a yiew of 
ihe bay and shipping. The embassador was received 
by him with dne honour and respect; advancing a 
considerable distance from his house to meet and con- 
dnct him thither» Bat a% he had shared in the gen?, 
lal wcetchedness, occasioned by the long drought and 
arid wfiids, h6 luul neither ,wine nor any other re- 
fiMhrnents to offer. 

Notwithstanding the genaral devastation itk the 
Tfg^table kingdom, a few verdant palm-trees were 
seen to IkMirish amidst burning sands. The asclepias 
gigaqtina, noticed for its milky, but corrosife juice, 
Wa^'Tftch in Qower. The jatropha curcas, 6v physic 
afit*tree, called by the French West. Indians bois 
imrnoiftel^ wa^ also flourishing; and in shady vales, 
iMBe indigo plants^ and a few cotton shrubs, were 
asf^cesifuily cultivated. The mimosa, or sensitive 
[dajit, ^B^noo abont the country, growing to the 
use «1 trees^ did not appear to languish ; and in s<une 
pai^ the aI]t^onay, or s.ogar . appte^ wa^ in perfect 
TtGdnre. • 

A tr^, which, for size, may be called a phetlotne* 
lU^i^.lA i[qg<^ta(iion^ ijrat discovered in'a Wealthy itdt4, 
b2 ■'' 
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feet, the other about twenty. si)t, ,4w.t)^y.i,oiy,4^ 
same speciesr stood neaT it, whose single tirpoki/gv- 
thing only thirty-^ight feet, was scarcely noticed. 

A small rlTulet, 4'ist%A4Minland, aboat two miles, 
but which soon falls i^to a bottom, irrigated some 
grounds, and* rend erefl th^m &rtile; and also sop. 
plied a few of the iohabitants with water, at this 
calamitous period. Near this spot was .panted 
the mauiota,' or 4;a6sada*ti:e^, whose expressed jvice 
from the root is deadly poison. The root itself is 
salutary; and so, is the sedSmeQt df\pos}ted/rQl|i the 
poisonous juice, being the sulM^tanc&^old in.EoigtaDd 
under the qaine of tapiocg. . i. , • .» ., 

.The town of St Jago^ ^Qrmqrly th«,{^ti^l,i«Liii. 
tuatedin the bot^oin of a^vale.* . N.ot m9re.jtli#ii> six 
families reside there. The country, tl|er\ f^rid,, bore 
the appearance of natural fertility^ By thjeiofonvia- 
tion of a Portugutee; tim. ^sle of Bra<fSL, 09^ of the 
Cape de Verde^s, was a better ^placf^ fp^ ^bi^ io 
touch at, at any time, for proTiaions aodw^ief^ tihaii 
St Jaga. It had three harbours, but thi»t a<j Ifncx^ 
Ferreo, to th<) southward, was the loost comioodie^ 
for large ships. Captido Sit Erasayus Go$wer,.jto 
whom the like information had prior ly been gineA^ 
recommends to make a trial of them. 

The populatioa of all ihe Gape de Verd^ IsUvds, 
about twenty in number^ is. estimated ^at fortyi^lwo 
thousand inhabitain ts. .01 ^usm St Ja^ is said toi»ciiD« 
contain twefye thpusajid ; ^navista eight tbonsand; 
the Isle 6f May seren thousand ; San, Nicholas, the 
most pleasant of the whole, the residence of the bishop 
of the Cape do Verde's, six thousand ; San Antonio 
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fbtff^thbiifi^i^Bd ; Ssti PhdipptB de J^a'ogo, remarkable 
ftff'tf tol^mC fire issoing cfmstantly fron\ the coo* 
of'a i)^6i|fttain in its middle, ' four thousand; Bravn 
HreMndred, And iti those not specified still fewer. 

Tkef had ii(m lieen at Pra ja Baj five days, with, 
evti toif^the Jackall. It was therefore determine 
to'pr6^(cu^e th6 tojage without her, add the two 
iln^accordipgljr set sail from St. Jago on the 8th of 
NerembeV. . 



, CHAP. V, 

PasMge of the Line. Course across the Atlanik. 
Harbour J Ciiy^ and Country of Rio de Janeiro, , 

The settlements on the coast of America always af* 
ford abundance of refreshments, which, sometimes^ 
are not to be met with in other places. On this ac« 
cottnt'the Lion and Hindostan directed their course 
to the port, of Rio de Janeiro, a rich prorince of 
Brazil, subject to the .Portuguese, of which St. Se* 
bastian is-the capital. 

Easterly, called trade winds, are preralent from the 
cootiilen t of Africa to the Atlantic Ocean; baton 
approximating the opposite continent of America, it 
bag bepen-observed, they take a course between north 
tod west. Ships, therefore, bound to the Cape of 
Good liope, always ai^all themselves of this informa. 
tioffi. 

They arrived under the equator about eleven 
oYi^e)^ o^ Sunday 4he iSth of November; and iSir 
£risit>a» Go^er permitted the ship's company to in- 
dulge th^ifnsol res In the ludicrous ceremony commonly 
observed whei^c^ssiDg the Une; On this occasion, 
^sailor wtu droseed up in amfiifner to imitate the God 
Neptiine, holding in Ms hand a trident, his g^rmcnt^ 



^^{HHW w^mA the elcmeat ^ ilk aitp|i0iodki Ma. 
Bpuwd. JI« 8to<>d at th«.fihip't Imtkd ; theenbapHiitofv 
'Sir^EiraiBmos Gower, officerp, and passengeffSy^'bKhN^' 
1^1 asaMnbled oa the.qa|irt«P*<^1^9 io^ dimaaded i«i 
an .audibly rpice tke name of tlt« v^seHkuseaorMMr- 
ingon his doioiBioof. An answer bemg^givi^nr ^TtfiMR 
tbe qaartor»deck, N^tptu^e^ with his attradtntB^ fiui» 
tasticalij accou^ed, advaaced with ^oleamitj <t^«^4ir 
them, and presented his excellency with a fisb, reeaady 
caught, as part of the produce of the d^Aty'sdboEriitis. 
Kisjgodslup was treated with respec|,^aad reteiYadfor 
himself and companions the accnstoHifd qilvor olferL 
ings from those who had before crossed the liae^ hnt 
irSich. were rigorously e^^acted from others who lad 
iibt, under the penalty of going threagh a eelraBaofiy 
nore^lttdiorous Ihan agreeable* 

To keep up |:he charter, howerer, some notieiatef 
are always marked out as victimsfor the cefeoiooial. 
It consisted of an ablutioa ; geaerally perforAied in 
t>neof the ship's boats, filled with watery into which 
the party Is soused, blindfolded; and after he 'has 
receiYed a good ducking, he is lathered, not too dean, 
ly, and shared, not yery tenderly, by Neptane^stbn. 
sof, with a wqpden razor : and that la^ so soleaia, 
aad, apparently, scientific a manner, as to excite^ in 
the by.standers, broad grins, and eonvulsife laugh- 
ter. A hearty meal, acoompaaled with music: and 
exhilirating libations to Bacchus^ concluded the amuse* 
ment. . \^ 

The equator was crossed in the twenty-^fifth degree 
of western longitude from Greenwich, with a^fresli 
breeze from south-east. Nothing remarkable t>c« 
turred in the passage from St. Jago.' Few bird^ 
w;ere p^n, .aiid few. fish caught, A shark was fiar. 
poooed,. which, . on dissection, was fouiKi to contein 
no lp9gs.., A delphin was hauled oh b'dard.;^ aaddls* 
pij^yed^ in t|ie agc^oies ef deaths ita tehmat proper^ 
pf often cl^9gi9g it^ ceWar, 



t;r#lifa^sdn sWh, l«tigitudl»fofty*degre«l tHlrty.fi^tt^ 

turdi^ tkrfiipst «r N«^i^ni%ei',' €h« 'Libn^attt^liot^A in 
thoteefoavrof iiiie»iie Janmroy4tt«ft3rfii«hotti& triiter, 
904ii^titiiepaigagefvMff Engiundtd ihhpk^^ itichi^ 
ding imctiscB days sttiy at MaiMra, Tbal^Htf^; and 
Str, J«|^y-«ia» ^ar^dMd in* one day lets- than twiOt 
wrmtlitf. ' ^.'l ."■ .'^ '•••.• ■ 

•nM^terlMiati if' ^paeiMf^ asd eoiHreiiie»t fot eoni* 
nertew *it8 tlMraa atoand with 'villageti and planta. 
tmn^ toraiiiialeifrby ai^aifiphicliejitttf of n 
whose sttminitB are co'f'^ri^ wHh tree^. 

ThBioltr 0f St. Ifebasliiin^ atsd ^aH^dfiio; Is sltoated 
hmrm^iikm U ihe mmwt^fdoi tlie liarlroar ', In the 
middle of which is the ]|Mt)aM of the ficeroy. A 
Waediatiae coitrcfit, and a forty are on the ettf erne 
poiot jotting iitto tile tiarboar , oppe^te to wUeh Is 
tiieilheo dos Cohfad, or Serpent Island. Upon this 
island are a dock«yard, .maga^nes^ and nayai store. 
hovser; and, aroand its shores, coo Tenient anchorage 
fopsltipping. 

&io ha» hMf nodergone consiilsrable improre* 
nettta* la nany parts the houses are built of hewn 
stoBO*' Tfaestreets ai« straight, and well paved ; and 
simite avttaans reside in the same street. An aqtie. 
dael, of considerabla length, brought over Tallies by 
a doable row of ^arches placed one above the other, 
supplies the fonn tains, situated in the squares, with 
water; A guard ooastatitly attends the fouatains to«i 
regalate^ its distribution ; and a saffieie«it quantity of 
it Is theoce eontgred to the quay, thresh canras 
hfpsea, ^the use of the shipplag; 

"fliaopdoaee and ooftaierdai importimee of Che 
fi^ue xoaM mot bo li^ro fatly ascertained 'than b^ itft 
shops, a}aga0l&es,'ahdmarketa;' all of which abound- 
ed ^witli enfTf 9peolM off Briiiij^ MMMfaetuire '; * aad 
the appearance of indtvidaalsiiidteat6d aaseand com* 
fort, ^he pity JuA seyeral public walka| and 



baiiidiiigB^liotif^ii^fi^>«Bd>)^ ^Mi ibeta^k^. 

Tbc to«iw ii 'hi8ahil)rHm«f^iA»ltoeal ^i»itti(Aii6es, 
■n(1.4h0 dedstve mflae»ce <if eliittate* It^l»sitiiiaeii 
upon a plain ; afliid^ except frotii the btrtour^'^^irr. 
toinlded ^kh hilfe, «OTered with thiiok foyeiil tfees. 
The air, thitt confined, is rendered humid iiMHnlings 
and eveninlrs. pyom this caiMe, ito well as fi^Mii ^hi^. 
llfl]rt> water in nuueriies near the tdwii, «tise ]AittidiMid 
iiilevontitont Uveri t ^Mdd the t»lepbaatift9is is not wi» 
common. ^ * '^ • ...».:-'. 

'There- are Avee ocmtieMi >fer men, and <W0 ler 
vBmen; none of them^remarkftbievfor religiodsmu- 

' starity. • The ceremotttee of < teligion, iiowerer,' 'weve 

strictly obserted ; and an addition had been auide to 

'then, by the ringing of belte, and lannehkig eicy. 

rockets, whenever any sotomnitieswere performing in 

the churches. 

All classes of society ha¥e an insuperable attach, 
ment to gaiety and pleasyre. The lower order ap- 
peared abroad in. cloaks ; those of tiie ouddling and 

' higher raHks alwayi in swords. Tbe^ladiee had their 
hair hanging down in tresses, tiid with ribbands, and 
adorned with flowers : their heade were uncoireMd. 
They had, in general, fine dark eyes, and aoiiaatod 
countenances ; were fond of mosic, and their fsTonr. 
ite instraments the harpsichord and guitar. A fiiw of 
then) shewed instances of extreme levity : aiid aiMae 
of the men were accused of imnatural praotieeai ^ 

Plays^ operas, and masqoerades, were the ittiio«eiit 
amusements of both- sexes. A public gardeOy at^MM 
eiitremity.<kf the town, by die 8oa«side, waethii fa- 
vourite attraction'; wrhelre,i aftrr their '(evening J|pflK 
meoade, they fnufuently partook* of baiM|iift8,f 'Tmi^ 
deeed mocB' aeatful by the. acoaropanimeflit of QMHiG 
{HidjthejdisplayofianlifiGial fi^rJwor>ks.'' Thia^gardc^ 
V0^ kAd bmt^ with mutb tatliB, in fra8»^plot8^^ shvu 1^* 



taia of ftrtiaci^iieWil^Vffprk) <i#a^eNM>iKith' teulf* 
•»fihte>f«s9lvoiR,Jftivh«5li «|9«lie'MMl% (]kiiie.>ia 

t^igf^^n^pc^t tiie:MM^jat the exte^mity/ of ifrhM^ 
w€VQ> J^iu}t 4aro 4i%«i >ii»«i«r«'kM«ie9» .XJie ,oielinp 

tfae walls wer«, ill executed, d^ht paifitiogs, emblo* 
mati« of ithe pKt^pal ppiHl»o<»ofi».?vhtoii tmei& th# 
co4pj|j|^>it» its opiikofitft aoosf whiek irvne tUiwbioC 
t]i# 4ifiip4i9daiid foUiOmfif adl tlieiaiaiuKir of irotk» 
iag tlieia*) ... 1 J . -. . • • ' ' 

Coatig»09t k>i(^)w 9^ «hoiii9»«iidiiiMr.to the imwm^ 
wa»ftiiotii^l^afdft«9 fwrioiifi for acMimU.flianufaetQm 
of cochineal. It was supposed, that the insect whidi 
farsis tfais4^^ U lUo^ iswrt the sane as tkal noticed 
bjr.jLiimseA^) H9il0r4he ^aine oC cocoas (fiettcoecineU 
lifeci^ivbich is described as being. flal; oa tke iMck^ 
wUh black Isipi^ and tapeftiif boras^ ^.suKtmBm^ 

Th^mwit of iUoip coafea^ witblegs. Main aanttk 
bee, of a. dear bright ned, in both mtd^ and female, ^ 
aad.tkaanteaoas«oniUfor'n^.<or lM»i44tke. The cot 
loorof the wkoAa bodj: <of ^e male is aNbright^red, 
the. breast eUiptioal, andi aligbtiy atftaekod to the 
head; ihe antenaflsaboot half as long. aavtktf'faod^. 
Two Sao white fiUvMOtSf. tkriee as loag*as^the inu 
Kct, project firon k» abdanen t ai^d thei^haTe two 
wittgSyr erecti.al a feiat straws colaac^HtThafcaiala, 
wktokiJiAiAnovwiQfl^ b. of an- elliptic iarm^-wad 
coavea oi^ kotii •sidep;fits«bAck is flOfWDod with a 
4»vnj sabataace, resaakfokag^ftae e&kiou. > The uhh 
dofliea i« markad^mtkiiMraaiireyse jriigsir or fmTH»w$^* 
TJie .month is. silnatedr ni the ibieast^ ^ having >a 
l^rewnish beak, which pcantratca the plant tiie iaJ 



these! i^M tttttiittf a'» M ^¥§ ^diHy Mi^Aeli for 
the eggs of those ifis^ts:. >Tll«f < ir^aiil''wilfcout 
tbe'least af)pMn%ii«d of lift^fo^ ^botttthe^sptfeeiof a 
day, then shew tek^^ttS'^ef iBioiatki^li^ aftid^ siood Sifter, 
more n^\^lly dfrerih^ siirftM^ <6f the letif upon ivHtch 
tliey Wre dsep^sited by the moHier; l^rthree'OpfoBr 
days the'downy envelc^eoKMlit, ^tMble' «d the second 
day- only through a a¥icroscO|^e^a|^pkir$ to the naked 
eye ; atid the' kiseet it cov^ed kiori^siis i^j^ly itt 
sfeM Kill e^itttl'tO' a graid ofi4e»u-- As they auglfteDtiQ 
hhXky ib^y deereasein tt«Ml^ c '< anit<^heQ arrived at 
thdt' fvilt growth) they a^att^hed'ta the leaf* in a 
tori^id state.-^'f bis i^ the -peHiD^ at iiriifeh tbey are 
taken from the plant for use : if suffered tdYeinaiB, 
they wobld'depMt theiry6«»lg{ as^ before ai«atioiied. 
Varie^B cells, of a'cyliWdi^o^fdrm, sfiftflding perpen- 
dlcnlarly upon the surface of the leaf, are d^^^ered 
anroag ^e clusters of thii»se Insects^ enveloped in 
their cotton. These cells are the chrysalides oreoe- 
caens of the male. The wings, in theit naseent 
state, make their first ap^it^ra nee out of Cteem, and 

' are perceptible about threetlays before the' ittSeet is 
in a state of completion or maturity. Is that 4(o«di. 
tion it enjoys ite existence only three or foni^dfty^^ 
diiring which it impregnates tfae^females. 

The plant upon Vhich this insect ft^eds, is, frtoba. 
biy, the caetus opnnt&a bf i:^nB«tts« called at iHi>, 
orumbela — a species of the^iaci^s, ot pflckty^jwan 
The ^leaves of this plant are^ somew4iat ^t^tf^al^ 
aaid grow* without stalks. ' They are thick and i«thy, 
ha^mg' the upper side mot« pfonocoiicaTe<thii4 tfra 

. fithier^ They^rise immediately ' one IVooi lh» i0tli0t^a 
edge, ^ and also fKcm th«^s«im{ armed) wkhroviliB-Mid 
ts^Hng^ prkrki^ aboiut a»liieb*liMigv 'Thefe^^iMsts, 

^tt«)n^'«hey^'v^nld eitoMl 10 twentyyare (Mre«lefited~ 
fibtn ri^fig ilibdta eight ifeetQ Mb fceight bdn^^^ipiatfis 



J4i^<(»f ifeh^/leaTies is^ftuf^igkaed most iHitjpicipiH. . Tb« 

i|§e, ft) jfKiUow €ft»l!'; «i9d tiieir< inteffiia) »iib»tance U 
^f ^1^ dame colon tai the externals <: 

(JpiOia -Ae qaeiufi is f atndtaQoth^v Hi5«i9t^ supposed 
t» feed fiipoQ.^he coeeaS)' ^or cockinfal iiiMct. It re** 
$eMe%^ in tits piirfoGt «tate^ a fottrxwinged insect^ 
callM achacmnion ; but is fouiKi, on '«lase exaroiaaib 
tioo, to be a ftj mth only two. wiiig& < The larva^ 
or.catenpiliar of tins iy, is with 4iSbGulity distiaw 
gui^h^ Iroia the cocoas.;, it. iosiauato Itfdf into 
tlid^^toxtio mrhieh the latter i» eBTelqpe4. When 
thiSifly ia prepared* to change Its^ia^ it. leaves tha 
Cditon, cornea upon the leaf ^^ and iquieh^ly increases, iii 
i'm^ and changes ItBroolonr. In a. few days,'- then^ 
it beoMies liiactivo.;* bat qnickly after^ it contracts 
its winga with violent agitation, and deposits a glo- 
bttlQ of pure red coloaring matter* - It next suspends 
IMt ^p&a the prickles of the leaf,- and is metak 
mofphosed into a chrysalis, out of which issues, 
shortly, tho perfect fly. 

The cooTorsion of the insects into cochineal is a 
m\}\^ process. They are put into a flat earthern 
dishy^aiid placed^ aliTe, over a charcoal fice^ and par- 
Fesftted vary slowly, till the down upon ihem digap<. 
P^R, and 'the aqneoos juice of the animal be entirely 
^aporated. But, during this process, they are to bo 
c^mtantly stirred about, with a tin ladle, to prerent 
Abs^libtetorrefaction, which would reduce the insect 
teftsh^e^ and thereby liestvoy the colonn 
/ W«ttki the iharhouf, and opposite to the tdwn, 
i« ^Hiif f hear j.fi»»^^C.<ni tnufac tare, lor oonTcrting ^ 
4e Uubber ^ ^vhafes into oil, for which an (Sj^^lUk*. 
^^/prts^Hego iWas^gtren^to a corapanyy^,on paying 
tie^fifth pfitsr profits to goretf naieat... » , 

^AAcV^ Longo^vimauial^f pari ioC the harbp^iv^rivn^ 
^oehoiifes fox th««acopti«n>and.€alAH># ^t^c^lfflip 
Aa|Qk)anddBoBgtt«iii;, on the coftst^ Miiiui^ .ti^itf 



4^ Mc^sr-Ti) '«MH. 

of Votttk^jfA 'xH^ithti inxiy tftfl^MltffdF {>ufilNUr ptti^nt. 
•dum fnto- Rer prhy pwfftl by ^ #irt7''^fHed^<wiind 
trees, on* ^di tlarve,- paid iMTAre diej^lK^'¥llipped 
frbuhAMca* Tike ByftS^,^^ftt^€biiip6t^,'t)Arf^.. 
ed six'iMdred tbduwnd iliatitfrhort^ iiflAffh^af,- or 
^cended' firte" tildw^ nrha-Strt^ IKere r^J*^*^»tcs 
wc^re:eBtMitted~aii'iw«^hfntdtcdilkmu1id.'' '^^ t-- 

tained aa implacable aotipatbj to tb^4li^iAet&' of 
tbair tadirtrj^; 4itey alAVia«j2^t«ka«tife tjf'nftfipor- 
tetgn^ bttt m^iiMM^IodiTMiih^^wHiiouC f#ffif6rse; 
'«#hei«fir«f m^ krefbM& ^i^^ed or «hf>rote8iM^. 

Th^^oMe bdMe^ inHlffofiM/Mb^des K^oM/kding 
.^{Ib'^alnis^tti^'iriistl^ -#obaf aifi^fl^oe^ ttiMft gottj^ 
troci*;,' coittalfafcd lAk^oHic^ -iFeg^c^ imy^rHyfbfe 

observed/ ; A^randi^ii Mary'itbd-reslded^atf'Bio, 
had '6tider6ikM;a<d^eftp^ioiiv Iti ai botailfcal work, 

On a strekii) close to the forest, was erected a 
eom mill, used by ihcDrti^ wbrthf-of beHig deicitbed 
ffoni its sitopKcity -^f cptibtructiofi; « ••'A'^wfciiH, a 
^i^/feet 'btify la dfani^dK was 'p!a<2ied boHzoiM)!}^, 
madi %^ow ^ite cjDffr^ot of a.8tMiiD, ^ U feff fVom a 
tteep laLnkv i^B^l' was t-et^^ed in boliows^ t^il dr 
tw^lte in nttvtbi^,'' «d^ obliliitidy scolloped into ' the 
upiDt^ritti of fhe W}i^, as tir iflipel it to a q^ick ro. 
^fiiV^ motioif'* wbfl6 its tij)right shaft, pacing 
trough' anl dpei^g of the ehHre off an' Immoveable 
titiil-stOKie, abot« the wheel, btrt <^a narrower dift. 
tticffbr, Was fiked^^o^irsttykdler idiH.Moiie, wMch, forced 
-^dund '^by the motioti 6f the wheel and dep(Aifident 
•haft^^'ctiished beti^eefi^t and thef larger atone be- 
aeath^ tho grain insioaatad between them from a 



Vl^ fipigM^ ^ « pi^e i|t£«»m, nr^ck, on. Us fijr#t 

ripck of grnitij iormiM » m|ii9J&«etit.,q»Ga4a, lo 
tiwipaMpf %f«il tqHVe>V<U Mw d^gOy coffee, m^ 
oioc, coooa or diocoM^trefH^.fiytaF ^i^^.pjai^ 

«Dd tobac^p, .wfoe ||9od«^^.itt)uu;4istncto, .Xb» 
▼ia«.9lM!.AoQrUbQfl4 bi|^tllfJiiU^i«pr4^^|BMt 
beiog firmed*. . ..i .-..• , * -.. 

TM w^oW o£ thi BrMite ^ 4i¥ad^ iota Hgki «<v 
Teromeatf;. ibe rcft^iMf -U re ^ ^iaaii^xl ^ »haiiti4»iM 
miUioa ji(^Uog ; of which •no.tbvrU ^Mn ^iWMiiiied 
in iha, Q^peiMiBi of ^mi)ni|^rati»«T Xho piiocipal 
seat of. govenmMW «fid chief, rn^t for tipviiatireo, 
waft formM\y aiiS^khia^oi^Xod^ oi SaalM.; bi^t^Mi 
dUQ<Ni(ei^ qf tiu diamopd jMid^oU fnines^ withU » 
handred league! of {Uo d<i J[ai»#ir#« ,CMSodit8x««iOf4l 
to this place, whose gpiMior hiia, the title of Vice. 

A lat^ prohlbitioa Jtiad pnve ated the people M 
Rio fjcgjO; workipg'up.the gqld even io their, i^ira 
mntis,^ and the toob used bj the artificers mped 
and ooofiftcated. Thap^^ple €o«»plataed hevrily of 
taxei^; tbo/vWere «o ^terely f^U by thoae ia th^ ift^^ 
terioj; prpiiaces^ tha^ by carriage ana tranut duties, 
& bQtj;lie of j^ort wiae cost thc^ consumer teashilliogs 
.stP4rjiBg.-^The8ey and other hf^rdshipa, Mr oat long 
Mno^ to a conspira^:/. against the parent couatrj, io 
w inch .iTiaro. (Concerned clergy as well as laity, and 
somq of il^ principal officers of th^gOTemii^ient tharo. 
Thuir views, Ji^w^tt'f**'* were happily discov^redl, and 
U^4y yreveihted« . Only the chief conspiratos M|* 



iA4 iiwdli^^>rd^ MiKsls. 

Ceiv^d eaptial pdni8hmeti£«s the regt weirebaDislied to 

the Africao settlementdi ' * •. > 

Rfo i» protected by »<3veral small f6rtis and batteries 
BOTd($tftth9tt^as><tb'iiir)Dfcii^ tlie. pr9g^efli\\>f tan^teiieiiiy^ 
its vuHlfyt^y fi^tahUfihmetlt consists ofydMlndii)g>tiro 
bfttlaltomi of \tH8c1pkiMJd' miitia, ten: ^dnswltf^si^n : 
esckiliVtt of a'«\mneiUuB«uiidiflci)Y>iiled«Mlit3ij^^^dtl7 
to thecfty hfiditr^i^iiiityA^ - ' 

fThe fort of Sa«tB Cvua wA» th# chief tlefcMSft ot 
tkft^hai^bouCi- 'Itftoounttf 4iventy«itlirBGi tgms ^(XMiards 
tWkea^^ and tftirtj.|htBirl6 tbe northfrArd md i^ist. 
ward ; and is "flatik^d^b^ btftteriefl to the east^wtevd and 
westward. The vify 4)f Aid depended mostly for 
pi«tG6tl6it'fAi Uieiwoffti ejected .on Serpent 'iaiand. 
Tha letigtli of this is aboat three handred yards | and 
tUAkat$^it3tty'^sii gUtis^ 4kci»g different p4iint8 of <tha 
rdmpfes9> •» '• • ♦' ^^ -• ....,■ 

-^ if tll6^ol%tfca} stdte' of lUo'shoaldt pass without 
amitiadimrsldi^, hsci^ainfraLappeanmca cannot fait to 
attract tiotic^^' wbelher it be coot^mfilated irt its bar. 
b<>(]r^ hiduntai&s, wedds, o^vocks»*-^ts prodtiirtUMis 
fldutish on* a gtaindjsclile^ lite a proUic gasdeo cuU 
tivftttMl by'the ealrefbl'ftand of its owner. 

• Tlieatixioos«^sUie'biii>Eicellency had to«ttailn the 
place of his destination, hurried him on board before 
. he wta qnitd teeot^rcfd from an indisposition 4ie liad 
at^sea ; and as iloon * as the' two ships had comfileted 
th^r wood and water, they weighed their anchors, 
Md on- the setenteenth c( DJeocmber, l/Od, proceed. 
«d<ottthif ?0ytge«' ^ ' 
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PoBiOge ian the Svmth^ffH Piari of *the^ Jilftmik^ltmd 
ijfithe Jw&ai^ /Oeem. Viem af the Jslund$ ef, 
ikijiian id[jicunha, f » - the former j (JUid*cfithat»f^ 
SiiP^mftma^jtauferdamiiu iheiiattes. Enlrmm 
into the Straits of $unda. > Visit to Batwoi^ ami 
Bmniam^i ia^ the bland, jof Jmm.. .Vierd of, .the 
SmUheru fisarsmity of Uie Isbmd of, ^mtUra* 
' Fmsf^a§e. thmugh the Straiti of BancmtOi Puia 

^ Qmdoire^ ^ . " \ ^ ;....;/.<. j. .n-^y 

IiL Order : to secaratke, irad^ .mnds^ iheiiioaTaB4 
Hindaatait tookasouthfidy caiijc8^fn»ti Kim^ till diey 
got 'into the .lhirty«8eYentb ^Ugveg of scitttliem Iftti* 
tade, where the prevailiog wind^ are chiefly westerly^ 
fitfourable to shlp& boiiad to JUia. la fhi».. truck 
t^mptistuoui weatbfir. ia ffseqjt^oU %d the. ^^ttalls t iid* 
dea Slid rioleut ; « evQry^ poasibl^ . precantioa wa% 
ther^o^re^ taken.lii ^uoxd-a^ffainat danger. .... 

TJbe aa;rigatios:vii8 oonttQil|^dl.ln tbb. paralMfor 
some days, with a . detiicabla breigze . from ihe west* 
ward; and. on die thirty»£;r3t of JOIeoeinbery 1792) the 
islands of Tristan: d' Aeuph^ hova.in sight*. Only jtho 
largest bjaars that name ;..iho.o,th6rs» are subdistin* 
gtiished by the appellations, ofi Inaccessible and 
Nightingale Islands. *,«,..* 

Inaccessible is a,.high Muff, About nine miles- ui xifw 
camference. It has a very .foirbidden appiearaBc% and 
may be seen at thcdistance of twelve or fourteen leagues. 
Its latitude is thirty-seven degrees nineteen minutes 
south ; its longitude eleven degrees fifty mingles west 
from Greenwich. 

Nightingale Island is irregular in form, with a hol- 
low in the middle ; and is seven or eight miles in cir. 
cumference, with small rocky isles at its southern ex* 
tremity. Its latitude is thirty.seven degrees tweniy« 
nine minutes south: its longitude eleven degrees 
s2 



Th^ land df tristitt d»Actjfaha l*^<^^M*[gf ^ '^ "^ 

It ^to aW^* if te^n teiil^i In i^hmsOet^m^^'^ti^ 
Waited the ndrift ^ai^-^bf Ah'teTaia; Vhetf^ifHi^m^. 
tioii it ^hoiisai^r fe^ 'pcV^erjdldiilAlr'fHMi HOi^ >esl ; 
then commMices % letel, br, id tfre a^sa-^nc^e^^ 'ik. 
tJlfc land, cxf ending to ftC centre fcf^c'islaiia';"ind 
afterwai^ds^'ril^e^ a cotifciil moufitaliiy notYeij^ifiltt. 

Santa Cfuz.-^Hd^ing preTiotiSly e^Kamlned the s6oA^ 
atid taketi sotindings in boto, the Lion stood hi.' kna 
uti^hoted i]^ the erening^ bn'the notth dd^^in ^Irtj 
fathom^ water'.'— When tlie ship was aet anefaor, she 
was overshadoip^ed by the dark mass of that portion 
of the island whose dd^s seemed to rise tike a moss, 
grown wall tmmedlatclhfr froni the ocean. 

This ffiland was explored on acconnt of ah ac- 
cident.— hAl sudden gnst of wind started the Lion^s 
^chor, and obliged her, for;safety, Vo pnt to sea. 
But from good mtsWdional bbscrVafions, attd by tho 
aid of accurate time«>pi6c6s, the spot whiere the Lion 
lay was determined to be thlrty-seren degrees sir 
minates south latitude, arid eleven degrees forty.three 
mintttes West longittrde? which is k position two de- 

!ree8 i ast of the long^itttde as laid down in charts, 
'he variation of the compass was seven degrees west* 
wai-d from the pole.' Fahrenheit's tiiei'mometer 
stood lat sfxty-seTett degrees.— The sword-fish ; 
whales of every species' ; sea. liofi^ stod! seals ; pen* 
guins and albatrosses ^ freijuent this Coast. 

Tfa^iSe islands are fifteen hundred mlfles distant from 
any fund to the westward or northward of them. 
Beitig !h the genera!* trdfck to China, and to the coast 
of Coromatidel, b^' the Outer passage, they merit 
particulair examination. ' In circumstances requiring 
diS^atcd,' aressel might come from England to Tri- 
stan d'AcUnha without stopping by the way, 
add thence proceed to India or Cli^na. A settle- 



project was, to make it^a.m^t, ^r the light miAtmf^c^ 
tqi^<^.^]§[i|^.p^, |j|ite4,tc(,'^5a) climatPiij for the 

thedth5if,nf9^4iWJ>fier^tu*tij[>i^.foi- d and pre^ 

PffiW j<beiiV/«/??/P^T^^H^.^4s9*'^r aad J'or extract- 
iD|r jhc^^^lW^^ <^( *€^ w>ite i3(r iopgrUQ^p4 V^^Wj 
apd |he,.ii^lial^b^(^e,aod oilof tb^ ^)lack,§pecies^ ., ^,,. 
Jn the pp^s8^e>^r^ tjic. ^^bare IslisVflL ik§ JUon 
QTQ^i^the^iv^rid^ orJL4m4oa,Ofi tlie.5^ ot laavi- 
vy,, ).79:ii. . \VWa ii;i tKo,':]^.tit^Q ,o( fprl^rope^ ,d^ 
gre6?i 39^(;U, they pa4 YF^^^.tlfpi^Ijiroezes.. '^Ke.wiao 
va^ (^m^\\^t)^wf^.:io i^th-^^v^st;. , the foriBBr .prOf 
duciiig Xog^ ^J.^ain^.l^^j^^eE^lpVrj^nd cold wear 
th^r.^^^rin^ tie >v|u)ie ws^y^qnlyt one gale c^f, wind 
wasJjexpexience^y >Khic^ wj^ io iiiu e^tvy^rd of M^ 
dag^cltr^ , It.hegaa frQ}», tte.iv^r'lhT^L ^nd eaded 
in the south. wcst^ blowing, violently it) aji directions. 
The /riiip.labpur.ed. n^i^^^.^j^iMi /:pim.gM,DW^le^u^er 

Approaching within thirty; leagues of St. Paul aad 
km^r4^fUy a.f/^MT seals ^ad penguins macje their ap« 
peamhc^ ^ ^urrioat ^was . also observed to set due* 
sou^^.at the,rate,of axoile an hour, Tlie weather 
wa«j\c^>p»o^ecaiaaiid.w^^^^^ for though! a the month 
of Jtamiajry^ it should hift recpjile^ct^d that in this he,- 
Qispht^re it.ls a part of summer. 

Qjpi^^,l^<; oC.JFebruaijy were perceived the Ula,nd3 
of .^^r^aiQ, a^d St. j?*ul. „ They'^re in the sam^ 
de|):)e9 of , longitude, but^t serenteeo, miles, dist^npe. 
T(kQ^ DnU^ circamf\avig^tors, as well as (Japtain C^ok^ 
give the uan^ of A^^terdj^ to the ii0|pthern^ and of 
St,>]p^ , to the sputter p ;. hut -.iQost others i-^yersc 
thefli, cftll^Jg^bes^utheriiif^S^ A^ns^erdaoi. , t. 

A? the .s^ip4reiir,f>fi4rthe^s^9re,twjDhupaft. figures 
*ei:i^8^ri>moving^up99 .tjie^land. T^hpy.mad^ aijd 
way^,a.^igQ^l, |jy, tjjing a handkgrcljief, to. f ppJ^; 
ii»c| the ira^jpnV .fi'>'fi^'i^\^ ^HP A^^.^^^^ 

prrgon|i.,wha hadjg^Jiejjcu sbipAijre^k., ,|TJie l400,/}J?• 



<A(bf«(f lii'^MKti^tf .«Ve f JiidiOffiS. ii^atsr^ abobt: a tBAe 
f»o&r'^hofe, 'ti)a(^iKd4i'toQit, tM^ieat tor ii^ the 

^i»«r'«»f9hiiteife; Therbi«i«rddTe meaiii'al^forlif 
^Ii}9tiine'4hine0 dthers, Ikdr eompanioiis^ ^flifti' j^itiei 
tjk^m t t^ of them^tftire EfigUsh, itncltlM teit Fveudb; 
«ti«'bf thes^ythe ellief or9QpeiifyteiidaM,'<ifa9>iiliei. 
1l|ieiitatid ^otiMSraiiieatiye^t they laifMifli^ tnt^^tralKtig 
¥eme\ trbmtht isle af Franiee^ and had b^f«ft dieie 
]mrt>ose)7 to ^OTide a catgo «f' turenty-fite ibo^sand 
seal-skios, of #liAch'tiiey had'alraidy proeurei'ictgirt 
tfRMsand^ for the Oaiittm^afk^^; TIm» vessel Hras 
-gt^tie to No^tt4 Sdtfod V OA: iBir north. west ' coast ^ 
America, Witk^^ril^wof btltigring a Quantity of >sea. 
l)ller Bkifis to Cbitia, and ' afterwards of eaRfn^ for 
the eargo 6f sc^l.itklm at this pUde, to be likewite 
carri^ to China ; pr<^ce«difig ihnn lalierafate^y'^betwecii 
, Nbotka and A msfctdaM islatitt 
' f1i« seat of' Amsterdam* is the pkacor urtimiisf Lm. 
naed9: the maid is mack Iswf^r «haQ the female; 
th« lir^ght of these is^ from ^seventy- fine to a litUidred 
dmi twenty poonds; Dnriiig the winter^ if ifosivers of 
sea lions (phocce leonince^) some eig^hteen feet Ivng^ 
ci^awl oat of the seb., makifl^^ a pixfdfgloQs aoiie. 
Wbjtles abound here in the^i^rtter season ; batiaihe 
Istimnier^they^'seek dec^pct water. ** 

The seal catchers hid cotistnict^d a rude hot upon 
the liorder of an eSlipttc core, or bason ! the bank of 
thi^ edve, ti^tt the sea, was low^, and had recently 
1>eeA divided 'iif the middle by a shallow coBununica. 
tion with the ilea, for non^ snch existed in leVT^ 'tvhen 
th!^ tsiand" was tislted by Yan Vlamiag. Close to 
thfo'nbw rnterrajHted cansewa;^) Ito iMd rlse(S0Bi>eadi 
side, siiddeliTy from the Mu^im, and l»«oi^iiiii^ 
it io thei' ht^ght ' of iteven hundred ^ feet^' In divers 
|ia«S>of ^th# t^antlhg^sldea of thii) fatrnel'iwar fhe 
wat^'^Mcdge, ***cl is fhe^'cji^sewi^ itl^oft^Aivides it 
from the sea, were dittcbrer^d s^Tcfal Sf$rhigt' of hot 
water. In one of these springs was immersed Fail- 



MMt'Aftbttnn^metevwbidLfn aiMm:9t»0iMmLi^f^ 

ttd iMaetj«itx; iDiamoUMr jt tomsi^^m^ 'hundiHNl 
liid.ioar dagffees ;. and^ike bulb, of tfa» tiMMnoincifir 
lahig ^ijptlied to atCMficea^ (toot whidi4flmied A«miU 
steMBy k;«8C3sii<leel, <m-^leiB tten a .miaate^ t«> tike 
kiliiilp poial mr ^ two- hufidred aod^ Iiwelv0 degrfetf* 
Ooe of tbe seatl«men 4tf ttbe parijr^ iv^b H/hook 4iiid 
Ub$^ ctMght tome fiak oii4 of tb» bMoo^ a«d kt Umi 
drop jQtO' the hot springe adjoiaiiigy V'liere, . ia^ .fifliMi 
aianleB, th^. wete doilad' fit tor. eiktiag< : > 

Lif^e beds ct moaaM (mw^ehmlia ao4 f^c^fMcttiwf :) 
wem growing csabcrMtl^^n tMMM^ij^fmy.iA the Tki. 
Bity of these that spvings ; in .oti»er0 were io)Kefj0d 
TODS of Titrified matte?, ^tirn/ bat aot* fufiiiii 4od 
toiatifnl pieee» of zeolite were diiKO.'v^eiil io.s^iRKa of 
th&radks. Seienal craters wefferal^QfWvc^ed.;^ tbe 
largest was oa the eastern sida of theiiiandi n<^w fnil 
of water^ exceediog in diameter tbosa ot J&taa or 
VesavjuA. Theee, and other appeamaces^ cootn^ed 
tlie idea that the island. of Amsterdam had espmeoi^ed 
iiibtenaDeovt ires^ erioced by raiiaus f oleaaie^rap- 

tiOBS. . " 

This ^okttnio inflaflHaation is perceptibloi in . tbe 
^y^time^ToBij bj its Bwakev baiat»(ciKl9 froai* the 
ship's decks, were seen^ opon the heights (tf the island, 
sererftl corascant fires borsting. oat of the crani^ias' of 

tlw earth/rosembUng, in sQmer^S!pects/.bMtay4QjMii>g 
the aightly flames isstting from igaited<poaUpits;.>. 

•£ie^on?y aid the epriaga on nsseR^f^rSrof bo^ 
waierwere biaekish. One. spruig, wHi^ WVP^TffA ^ 
in the bigk gfroand ok ridges of tha csa^a» \^.% pvtkj 
srrong ohalylisatai aad^siBaU iaer^slations .pf,i<^)pre 
^ere isaittad<hering to thei4d<8vG£<tb?fpokt^keaaait 
)s«Tics, as well aajotOfthagavittr iatPiiw^u^^MlttUs. 
I'hts is^thewatee nsed.jby jlbosa^i^.flieaMlijKwbp^ 4re 
n^divdiledf hy, ha,bi(^:^tQ(fta4a8te;}^ f^ fi^ J99$l^- 
veifknea.wba^verfroiP^'Mstasai' •..^.' ^n^ -,«:) .noi^ 



minutes south Qftliiildeiraiic^^iei^iiA^K-^Ui ^A^igf^p,mi^m 
fdnoiDBiiltfti MMit Ui«gtMA. .Th«ii|iignef^f«r^itfe>n, 
inittie f9mt>offfttef%'wa» mske^^n4i)S^9»AH^ miQ^ltof 
"Aresbifwrd ^&rt he north ^poki^ The. length of^the l|lAi«i 
^fom^nerth to so«th . mther ^xc^edtr. font miles $ il^ 
bueadth from-eagt t0 west a]^ii<tf«ti¥«a.ndAMf(i9Ue8| 
Mid its ctreamfBraiCo eleven wles, coai»pfWiilkg« <HUv 
face of eiorht square miles; nearijrithe' whole fd^vhich 
VMiOorensl fifith a fertile aoil. >. ^ .^ ro * 

Among, tliei different kindft .of fifh wiiJkwUohiiliis 
leUndabouBdcd^ none n^s moi«T»Hfihed th4n «sptfoies 
of^the eod, ifhetb€r:eat«l»,foi9ih%or s$hiM. Gcp^ieh 
irere (tacght npovivthefbarJb^ hand^ and at the.$bip's 
aoduMiage in ibaike^. • That species of ithe pemg utn^ 
"piofftakin^, hj its^scaJl^^like feathers a^ fia^yke wings, 
of ^e fishy trih^e, called by Linawns xhrTsocoma, is 
found here in ahundanoeL 

With rc»peot-t0 birds, there wais a less ?ane<y« Of 
the larger were several species of the alb itross) and 
the fierce and mtaoioni hlaek petrel, the prpu^^ria 
eguinm^MMt of Ltnattus: this bird is avorefatal 
cnemj to the blae petrel of Amsterdam^ the procei- 
laria foirsien\ than to- the aihatrossi It evivo^tes 
the former, and devoura only the heart and li^er; 
many were found upon the island in this state« But 
the-moet b^utifuK4»f this feathered^ tribe wa# the siU 
T«r herd, oTilffrna A»^aiii^) the sizebf alai^geawalloiv^ 
Mith a forked tail. 

7he bhie'petrci.y about the bigness pf a p^eon, and 
the fish caught by angling, coustituted< the frineipal 
food of the 9eal-cjstohm'8,>tliQ'ettly iiifaabilanls«of the 
iaknd<i hnt«f4Nr Iheae ihiey (must hate perished^-. T^^W 
had been hmie siooe theripiNith of Septamber^ and wiene 
left Withasoattty fit^Mkoli^neovtstoiis : theywete su|w 
^ed'wllli/fnatiyi-cffc^ilefil roots fr6m' the^ ,Lioni»and 
'HiUdosfiaiii arid b6side»$edatees^ thegavdeaers^taoted 
wneand th^r hat srartoaa^kiiads of Tefet^shas^tf^^ikh 



EM^JI^ST' TO Cn/kWAi tOl 

mtf n6i!:&iifyyt^e^ti:$6saoWalb\€r^kf to thetn^ but 
also to tUglr sue€esft5i*«4i|i#ir tto Mandi* ' - < <• ••; 

IPh^ f^laHfd of 8t; PW«iI lay tt^ ^^, Mtl to th«.iiarfth« 
w«^/ it 'p¥feS*»tfid'wot«ry high lBfndTB0f xbmc 
iWrigjSi'J'fttepdrt tfAytf'it abonnds with fresh wateiv; 
bat tb^eref^is ti^ gtlod anchbrige Ti^arit,' nor any^safe 
<yT edtaVMent lftndhig-t»foce. The fhip9 got' tinvler 
wif, aiid On the'€vetiiiig of the ^d of Fcbraary lost 
Biglit cf both hlatids, 

For some time the sqnadroti sailed in high KOif thtrn 
Istitfldefil; but a fWtonrabie breeze springing up^thej 
took an obfiqwe eonttfe to the ttorth-easC^ aft'wdl to 
getiftto the Struts of -Sundaj'-fts'to hir^ the Iwctt^r 
chatice of fftlllng in vith ^ipshoni^ward-boun^. The 
son's tertital heaf was wbderat<id by fresh. breefees ; 
the tropical birds then made theijr appearance';^ and 
seteral water-spoots, some resemblii^ jets d*eaa%, 
others very similar to the blotring of a whale, pre. 
sented themselves to ttew^ and seemed to reach the 
lowered clonds. - ;* 

Th# scurvy now began to aflfect the crews of both 
ships, notwithstanding the best meads takeo for the 
preservation of their health. Marinated cabb«ge, 
called sour crdut, was mixed with flieir food, and a 
beverage administered to them frote the esseiice of 
malt. ' ' . ' *• ■\-: 

The Lion and Hindostan having spread more than 
usual, the: better to accomplish their wishes, nowise- 
parated, for the first time since they left England ; 
hut tho rendexvottSj North Island, had 1>een pi^vU 
ottsTy appointed. '' - : 

On the SMh of Pobrnary, 17DS, Java ifcady. ^hte 
most westerly point of the island of tfa^'wam^^'Was 
discovered'by thb' officers' of the I^on^ and, noi long 
after Prince*^ Islafid, which is at the entranoe af the ' 
Straits df Sftnda f these Sttalts aro formfed' Ityi^ 
proximity of th* soudi-east part of the greatiblaMl 
of Sumatra to thaf of the bortb.west of Java. Tfaej 



S02 EMBASSY TO f ^U^/^* 

are interspersed vith anuo^b^f or^alljil^^ r|{;I)u%nd 
gay in appeirince. '; _ ,' "' .:;'^ »., ,^y.. • 

The.^t wo, great islands, Sumatra ^d Jayaxf^F^f^^y 
and manshy tpwat-iis the , shore, , but afteij^a^ds ^ise 
gradually to the interior of the country. ; ja.j|^i$Qg 
every variety of landscape. In the roiadla^^Q^^Uie 
Strait is a small inland, name^d,. from its^sitHAjSoo^ 
Th\ifartf»tbe.way^ and two smaller^ called appirj^ri. 
ately Cap and, Button. These have steep abet naked 
iides, but most of the others are letel^ foundle^ iy)on 
beds of coral^ and covered with trees. ,, .*, ,^ . 

A' i^hUe sandy 1[)each encompasses some o(! th« 
stnatler islands, which. have numerous thickets clpse 
io the water's edge ; and on the outside ar^ shoalS| 
upon which multitudes of little a(]^uatic animal^are 
sagaciously busied in constructing calcareous jiab'ita- 
lions for their protection. These gradually emei^;ing 
put, and rising above the surface of the water^tby the 
adventitious adhesion of floating vegetable m,itterSy 
plastically giving birth to plants and treeS|,, either 
become new islands, or augment those alreap;j^„ pro- 
dnced l^ the same means^ , /, , 

THe Xion found the Hindostan at ancbor in North 
Island, one of these coralline productions! Ncajcthe 
month of the Straits she had fallen in with one of the 
East India Company^s ships, returning from China* 
She had brought dispatches from t^he company.'!^ com- 
missioners at Canton, addressed to the embassador ; 
and after waiting ten days for his excellency at ]Bata- 
tia, were left there for him. ' • • 2 

On receiving this information, both slips jmn^edi. 
ately shaped their course thither, and the passage was 
productive of much pleasure* The sea had scarc^e an 
undulation ; and clusters of co^al islands Sprang in 
view*. Quantldes of zoophites were dragged from 
the sea, some of a fleshy, and some of a learterjf^ tex- 
ture;' 'J^he corals were p^ vast' tnasseS, and of numerous 
s^^AeB^,the madreporay cellipord^ iaii^ubiporai of 
^^idiiS sbiipe^, flat, round, and branched;' and of the 



EitBASSV TO CHINA. , ^03 

set^iV (kX6vits, blue, wBite, and brown ; but none 
red^ except the tubulari^ muska' ^ 

Oa.me^6fh of March ihe ships ancho'^d in Bataria 
t6M^)titvLZ,tei in six degrees ten 'minutes soitth latitude, 
and^'i TiUildred and six degrees 6 fty-one minutes east 
lotigitndfe ; 'the rariation of the compass about- half a 
degrifcf to the westward of the Pole. * . 

The'fbad is vei*y capacious, and has a safe anchor. 
age fbt shipping, it being protected from anj swell 
by a Circular rarige of islands. Several Chinese junks 
\tere riding at anchor ; and the vast quantity of JDutch 
Tcssels lying before the city,' announced it as their 
chief place of tradcj as well as their principal seat pf 
goverrimdnt. /' .\ 

Nbtwitiistandittg the embassador's mrssioq ha^ ex- 
cited "great alarms, his excellency first received the 
compliments of t^c Dutch government on board, anil 
was afterwards flattered oh shore with distingulshied 
bonour^. : • - 

His excellency explained away their apprehensions 
by assuring them, that the administration of Great 
Britain bad offered to the States-General itsmediatorraf 
assistance, if necessary, on behalf of their trade. The 
council,' who had been ignorant of this proffer, ac- 
knowledged their intentions of counteracting the em- 
bassy ; and resolved to send immediate instructions 
to Canton, for uniting with, instead of opposing tho 
efforts of, the embassador; 'whence it was expected, 
that Cv^ry other nation trading to China would ulti^ 
mately be benefited. 

The dispatches which his excellency received here 
from the commissioners of the £ast India company at 
Canton, portended his honourable reception at the 
court of Pekin. The commissioners ^taled that, 
'^ having; applied to two' of the prindpal nierchanjfcs 
to solicit their audiencj^ from the fbuyeo, or go^eri^or, 
of Cahtoii, in the absenqe of the Ticerov flf the jpror 
▼iuce*, in 6rder to dellyer a letter to him from .the 
c!i3ir;man of the coart of directors of the East India 



9M C¥#A««T .90 f^mf^ 

of appsehMifliftii^ Jk«t this j|u»i9af» mig4t9^4a J^^jf^^n^ 

city^. of tbe. tialWe meiH;h|#^.:ftt. Caa^qfi; bj^ fMt 
the comimssioAJ^rs «9sur«4 tlv^in thM U^puId.f^Uter- 
be furddiactiTe of gQc4 thiHi.of iUr c^^eei^uti^ce^rV^l^' 
the teading p«rt of the comi»UQity'; th^^.t^ m^otires 
of the embMSf w.ere an^iou^ly ^ii^uire^ u^^y ai| the 
part of .the oiEusers of gi^f^i^nmeBt) ^^j>r^)imi|uury 
atepte.tbt audien^ required by. the. ^^pmis^jpnerSy 
who dtdared that AOtbwg fartheriivas intcfide^i.thaa 
toefieet a stricter Crtefids)>ip' between th,4^^jq9ttft» of 
LondoB aad Rekin,. jmA 291. iacraJisA^^tf. ihM^iBQter- 
course^ which had, b96a carried oaforjgom^QyjearSy 
to the advantage of both natipn^ ; ^iiat .tbisi ^lEpliuuu 
tion was probably 9ati(ifaetar,y, a9 the diay fpr^ibelr 
reception was fixed at an earlier period thai» .c<Mild 
hare bcea expected/ from, the pro<;rj«tiBatiag. ,and 
superstitiouB temper of the Chinese; that^i^^ mesiagp 
afterwards^ howerer, was sent by tb<^;.go;KerDor 
to learQ the rank and situation of ^hp. j)i^pso» ffom 
whom the letter came; and wliether be wa^;a 9arfaat 
of the king, and held an office under his sc^l^l^iut in 
answer it was saLd^ that the lettery.thoju^ npt. wrU- 
tea by an immediate servant of the king, wa« sent to 
thoTiceroy with hismaje6ty!B knovKledge, to announce 
the approiich of his emoassador toPekinj. that .in 
consequence, however, of the letter. a<i>t having JUeen 
written by an immediate of^cejr qf the.iUEOwn, nor.to 
be deiiTered by persons in itSvService^ butinthfitv^Hily 
0f the company, objections 49000. to the intended.lbrm 
of theit reception ; but as any isontes|;^bo«t ceremony 
might hare been followed by a refusal to receive. this 
letter, till an answer eould be obtain^ from Pekin, 
which was a subterfuge which the hoppo or maada- 
riAe more immediately connected with lilorope^ns, 
ahd interested in pr^ventin^ representations of any 



cfMii^^ fo^MiiM; 




pt^c^l-s^^ ^)5Md i^ UrOo^t t0 eoffiprtelMiid the partlJi 
c^iif^9W«)f^lte«efet»yaiidtlietdal %4bj«€UftlieefKlsss3r« 
Tb^'Wiitf bf iif'conipefelit Hngtilst, and tlie necessty 
df atcfiiiHigtta^MtoKtialAlhe Ohiaefle langaage, 
iii^i':tte^lJfs«^l^1^lm'«iiieoiiiiteredlD Meh a par# 
soi1f,^^^^;^^t)ei'ha^, -bfei^f-Mf^appareot w on tklftoe* 

Itfllf^ffite ^fmt 1^ ^ti\ht^tpM%r^6f tiieir ewn natioo^ 
ca^bl^of (j6iiO0i^t^>ai]klT^wieriag thb^rii of the 
lett^i^^ N'dAd^ tlif* '([^ari>yiAg'oa with< Advantkigd a confer. 
<m(%MlMth 'detteiite tttid Itup^rtliitt That »l ended^ 
ho\t#^tt,'iiia jHTOfilinseVthiltthd'tetteqp shoiild be for* 
wtfded' t6' tb^0ftrpelfo¥ ; aii# the tesak made known 
to thehi thrdirghmie CHlaeddtteroh&ntBA That accords 
ifigfy'j^^dy^ time afe6i»Ward8, his imperial majesty's 
plea^flill^^wai^pul^shed' on the sabjoot in an edioti, de. 
c)aHi^>'hl)l sftlfefi^tldn* of the emhossj; and gtfing 
orders tfatirp^lbtir should be properly stationed to 
coadikct the ships Ifi which the embassador and the 
presenrtsfr^ th^ Kh>g of Great Britain were expected, 
'ini6 Hie' fort: of Tieii-sing, or any other they might 
think more coitv^nient^ or should prefer." The cpm- 
missidners Added j that ^'^he Impression looked for 
froB^ th^embd^y h^ altlsady taken place on the of. 
ficers of governtiieht at Canton, 'Lcfss interruption to 
httigA tfkAey anHivmorfe reqdy attention to the re<. 
pk*e^^ttlattl4ti» of ttie> con^misdioner^, were rery appa. 
vetft-f tedt fh6^ h^po wa() Already said to: faaTeio tuM'^ 
, telnphftlon to aboli^ this extraVagaiKt chdrgea .at 
'Maearo, by' which nutdans one of the priiiiypa^ iiftposi^ 
tibtis on foreigners woHfd beMTppreUed^'? . ^- 
%• Baiavi^n gOTernmient, oft^ ih^'CommiiQlcatif* 
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<!S^Ves<^ed, r^soi^t df id celebrate the tumlycf^ft^ t>f the 
birth of the Prince of Qrange, StadthoW^df'/tb* 
Pfii^i Provinces, vlth addltionalfestHitiets; atid^in. 
Ci^eased splendour, tp'wMch the embassadbf ahd^^is 
suite were invited. A salute of twenty -ortiylgaris^ ad 
fiVed from' the Lion the 8th of March, on thedc^tiMon, 
and it was on that day his excelleticy first weti^ on 
shore. ' - •. 

' "tlie entertainment too)L place at the house of the 
goy^riior.geoek'al, a short distance from tow«^j*^ttn 
Avenue of trees, bordercJdby canals, \M to the «p0t. 
dtt one side^ the unexpected exhibition of the fram^ttrs 
Of a'l^Iemish faii', at-rested th^ time and atteatitito of 
some of the.guests; while, on the other, a dr^inti'Was 
peridrmliig, by severa) Chinese actors, in a icftrt or 
pulpitum, said to be tlie original scene of dramatic 
representation. A grand ball preceded the baiiqitet; 
and splendid illuminations and artiicial (ire-works 
were displayed in the garden. 

The city of Batavia, situated amidst swamps atid 
stagnated pools,independent of climate, and inatien. 
tioh io cleanliness, is, perhaps, one of the most tin*. 
wholesome places in the universe. The morning s^. 
breeze ushers in noxious vapours, and the merktian 
sun deleterious miasmata. The wan and languid 
Appearance of the people, and the obituapy ot 'the 
public hospitals, which recpgnized nrarly a hundred 
thousand deaths within the last twenty years, are 
melancholy proofs of the assertion, and proclaim it, 
with justness, the grave of Kuropeans. 

The acknowledged unhealthiness of Batavia, tiot- 
wUhstanding the inducement of a rapid acquisitiod of 
fortune, discourages Europeans from going ihifli^r, 
if, })^ any possit)le tneans, they can remain ebmfdrt* 
kbfylthome. This ^dconnis for fhe -pi^pof^etofrs 
unfitness with which olBqi^ and prbfessldns ar^i^Hed 
at^ personated. Tyri^ weir^ two men Hikf pjace^ 



mg!u^\]y.Mr^XPv tHe one a/?fed sw^cki^pia^, fpr 
th^ gvoij.qf .tl^g 59ul|thfj. Other, MP^)«ij?^n>f<>i^,^Wt 
of thj^^bod^, ■; ./ '/'. ..^ -. ,...'/ ..{; ^,. ■ !.'. 

17)ie seasofi vhich contributes, most ,to tieatih, ok, 
rail^^r^ whi^h arrests or retards the progress of deat^i, 
is {^om March to- November. The s^fi bre^^lie cpm. 
m^Qces about ten o'clock io the roorniog^ s^\i r^- 
laaioB.tiUaboat. four in the afternoon/ A calip then 
succeeds till about eight, ^rheu the land-breeze sets Iq, 
and, except now and tbe\k a few interYenii\|^.cal|ivBj is 
slatiQQ»ry till day- break.; from which time til} about 
ten D'filock,, there is scaroeij a breath of wi^id. ] Doi. 
jing the Lion's stay in Batavia road, the thcrmon)€|. 
ter was from.eighty.six.to eighty-eight dei^ree«;,1)ut 
ia thetawn it was two 4egree8. higher. , 

Diseases of the teeth, which prevail in the northern 
parts of Efurope, are strangers to the natlye Jara- 
nese, who. principally, subsist on vegetabl^e food. But 
so capricious is mankind with regard to ia$/l€^ that 
what would appear disgusting, if not disgraceful, to 
aa European, black teeiky is with them coi^iiiis'red 
as the .standard of beauty. Accordingly, they sedu- 
lously paint their teeth all black, of &» deepest hue^ 
the two anterior ones in the middle excepted, and 
these they cover with gold /eq/!.— The operation is 
repeated, as often as is necessary, to keep them in 
Uiat atate ; and they compare those to monkeys who 
preserve them in their natural colour. 

The fortifications of Batavia, which at first view 
seemed to imply great strenght, would not, in Europe^ 
be considered as formidable. And it should be ob- 
served, that one of thc^ counseUcrs of the Indies^^who 
had exerted his military tal«$uU to guard the settle- 
ment from externa) attacks, dn^clarcd th^t their ^hief 
dependence was upon . the havqck which th^. climate 
-and noxious ait of the atmosphore w^jr^ li^i^ly;; to 
make upon the enemy's forc«^. ,{ . ,, ..a.,. •■.. 

The^ troops on the establishment were tweh.e liuji- 
drad Europeans, of whom eleven hundred were ini'an- 



il^^ffijl.ev^upteers 9f the Iciva, /??r^iff 
tornxedi i^t^^ iwu,. companies/ ^ he irr^aiat^ '^9^ 
ti|[tj^d!^bf iuicollfd, naiiTeSj of ^4va, %)i<& ' wjere'^n^v<er 
<^lioaied, aqd of Chiiiese; id all yerjr 'nomcmuc. 
Add tp.tliis, fiwety person who becomes a setter ^t 
Batavia, is compelled to take up arms iii,fii'de)re^ce« 
. .Th<> castle is constructed pf coratrock, lu^d t)ie 
town wall, partly, of dense la?a from themoantains 
11^ the centre, of the island, not uqlike. that of /y^. 
■liviiia. There is no stone of ahj sort ^iscdirered 
for miles behind the city of Jara. — ^The marble and 
granite, used here in various edifices, are conTeyed 
thit]^0r frpm China in yessels called junks. These 
8a,il fron^. the pprts of the provinces of Cahtoaand 
Foluen^ and are mostly lacf^n with tefk^ silks/ and 
porcelain, .r 

The Dutph settlers in this place, acquiring wealth 
and inflaence under the company^ nejg^lect. their for. 
'mer- habits of industry, luid temperance^ and too 
often sacrifice health, and sometimes life, to. indolence 
and ToluptUQusness* C^nyivlal pleasures^ in par. 
ticnlar, are carried to excess. — tn many respecUble 
lioiises, fish and flesh are served with tea ajnd coffee 
for breakfast ; very spo^n after this, f^n, claret, Ma- 
deira, Patch small beer, and English pprter„ are 
placed in the portico x>f the great hali ; and pipes 
and tpba<;co served to every guest, with a brass jar to 
reoeive the phlegm. In this they are busied, /with 
little iiiterruption, ti)l near the hour of dinner, which 
is one o'clock. ' .• * - a .. 

Ji)st before, dinner each guest is served ^ with a 
bumper of Madeira, wihe^ as a whether or bracer : 
two qien slaves atteitd for this purpose. Afterwards 
eater t^vfee female ^lavef ; one holds •« silver jar con. 
^t^ning rose or commoo water to wash witn«— a se. 
coj[^4>^n.^^ci|^. silver bason, )irith ^ cover to in^ve 
the ^atc^, after having used it ; and t^e ^hifa has 
towels .to> wipe the ^andt with.— »Other female slaves 



dtshWi but with stomach'^ 80 cloyed/ little' is Vecei^d 
into It^cm'except liqtieurs. A ba,nA of fnulfC, ail 
slaves^' pTay at a. 'small distance, du^lnj^ the ri^past. 
C6ffe^\ iinmediateiy succeeds dinner, and soon after 
tbey retire to b^, consisting only of a mattrass, 
bols)^rV pillow, and a chintz counterpane, bat no 
sheets*^; aiid the nigHt dress, consisting of a muslin 
cap,' and a long loose gown, is put on. If he be a 
bachelor, a female slave attends to fan hfm daring his 
sleep. Aboat six they rise and dress; drink tea*; 
take aii airing in their' carriage, and form parties to 
spend the evening. 

The morning' meetings are seldom attended My the 
ladies. Most of these are descended from Duten set- 
tlers, and their education has by no means been ne* 
glected. The features and contour of t^eir faces are 
European ; but their complexion and character Ja- 
vanese. The tint of the rose is an alien to the cheek, 
while pale langour besets the countenance — When 
at home they are clothed, like their slaves, Iti a red 
checkered gown, of cotton, descending to the angles, 
with long wide sleeves, — The colour of thdr hair is 
mostly black i worn in plaits or tresses, fastened with 
a silver bodkin on the top of the head, like the pea* 
sanfs of Switzerland ; they wear no head^-dress; and 
their hair is occasionally polished with the bil of tlie 
cocoa-nut, and decorated with chaplets of flowers. 

AVhen abroad on morning visits, out on airings 
in their carriages, or engaged !n parties on evenings, 
they dress splendidly in gold and silver spangled mus. 
lin robes, with their hair; an powdered, adok-n^d With 
a profusion of jewels. They ar6 not sdUcltotis to 
monld the shape, from fancied islegknce, at th'e ex- 
pehce y)f ease; neither areHhey guided by dhy st&nd- 
ard'of* fashion. ^ ...... 

ifyeiy hatire lady takes abroad wlthf 'h*r'a^ fetfiate 
sTat'c, handsomely dressed ; Wlb6, *on Mt mfetifdss 1)6- 
iDg ^seated^ sits before her on t^e toift^' Mfldtn^ In 
t3 



masticato^jr. :i ft,isi0dinf)>iiii4iefl .iof^'«itM»'iiiitv^^ac- 
dantooi seeds^ j peppery toMqeo/ Aa^'jffc&ekcMftt'JiBM^ 
rblled within a.beteli«afyaiid is iaig(jtaval on^dM^iidVf 
the ladies. ^ .. v^ . ' -♦ 

II, when at puhtf c • asaenbliesy tlie ladim- iTefel 
thenieives iaeomoMided.iiy heatv whether oceadoned 
bf their d«e6s;or nor, thej witbdrsbw^ and xMagt 
their cosdjr robes for a lopse attire4^^The' yoonger 
genttemea follow the example, and salistjtmte vUte 
jaoiketB,^ii>£teBriri^'dianiand.huttonsi, far their heatjr 
famBatvcstoiexits : and'tha e]dfis>s of thecouooil^uU 
tkeb periwigs and piLi on ^nightcaps; ' 
' : l^|i» mmnbors of (this govdrnoieB tj batoa theee. oc 
casioiis;^. hare always: coiobiffifd^ their .perosnal grati- 
fication with, the . fastern:. pol icy : of jt rikiag v algar 
ojiids with rorerential awe, by sasnmfng e:Kteraal and 
exclusive distinotions* They, alone, for instance, 
arc prltileged to wear labroad, <cr»iiiMn velvet; to 
them oaly^ 'One of the: itity gates is opened ;.— -^dKeir 
carriages Jiave4isting dishing^ heraldic ornaments ; and 
othcn,^meeting them.,. must stop and pa^ them ho* 
mage;, ^"hey oertamly do succeed in maintaining^ ab- 
acklatepower, not only. orer the deficeodantswaf the 
ahterigines of the country, but likewise orer the 
slates mported into it, and the ^Chinese attracted 
thither; in the hope of ^r. 

The aatife JfiTanese were fonaerly. governed by as 
many- petty Idng^^^ as there were hurge Jtowns-i-bnt 
thebr namher has been diminish^. At^ jpresent^i the 
SvihbtLn of JMataram jraks toe the eaat^ Itie^.Kiiig of 
J3aatl» to the ^westyJWhtle neariy thewholexoaataad 
.eifectiT^ power are ia the hands of ifix>llaiad,<r/>5Ehese 
peeplftaro represented, fierise, firoad:9:aad bairbarpua; 
.▼er^r tfimote from dtktaation. No attempt howeTer 
IS made to enslave their persona; and th% find" tlie 
J>nt^h'|(ovilrBmeDtie^?t^Ta#aic'ti»a that a£ others 
whotahaKO) sonie 4>orjtiyoa Qf the. sovereignly el the 
.islapdcwith them.* These otfiar spTepet^- are the 



dis^sdautt' of iomgneti who broiiffpkt tlili llaiifliL 
xBtflau) jetigfam.wlth;UiBm to JaTa; but tiwea aMiia 
ftt«.in<»atiteetrs.e]^oeptc4t whokav« nialn^iiedtiiftir 
indeftfihtoceaoA. their f^thy aad witL othev fwlktes 
the transmigration of souls. 

Tkosb Mahometan.^niioes, being, all do8|K>t% do 
not rule in th€. hearts of tiieir -Mbjeots. Aceanling 
to Datch acCjOuotS) the tyrannic «way of the empa;* 
For is 6nppo^ied by prodigious armies throuf^outhis 
tBrritorlKS^ azid by a very coMsidarable female gnajod 
about his person. -These hcrohieB are trained « to a 
domestic^ as well as io a military life^ amoBg avbeoi 
manj^ from mental accom|>Ushne|n>ts,'are the com* 
paiiieas as well as attendants of hfs lii^eriaL majesty. 
If the same accounts be correct, that tiie ooBaber of 
female biftbs of Java snrpassts that of tho nudes, 
the singular iastitation above esentiened may hate 
originated from the facility of obtaining seer ntts^^ 

The island of Celebes, to the eastward of Borneo, 
and SQiae other eastern islands^ supply Java ifith 
slaves ; and though a change of jniistef majF^aolfaare 
generally aggravated their condition, yet so«e ea»ong 
them, who, before they were made' captives, livediin 
a state of independence, have been knowii «to take 
effenoe on the slightest occasions, and to aoeoge 
Uiemsclves by assassination. Under this ofiprehen* 
sion it is, that female tlawsare preferred in Batatia, 
for every use to which they can be appUeii, and their 
Quoiber, of coarse, exceeds that of the maie8.<-^The 
BietlU»d of wreaking their tevenge is this i In ofdir 
to possess, themselves of artULeial courage, they e^wai. 
low a more than ordtnavy dose of ^pinm^ ^hMseoon 
renders l^m fiiantic.and desperate. In this state, 
tiiey. nbt only stab the etajocts of their haitredy t»ttt, 
In their phremy, sally fortit and asnil, In the same 
aianner, every person theyoMet, till setf^pi^sserva^ 
tkMireiKiefB.it a dnty toibrtr^themi- tndeed;:Hiiieh 
is the n^et el turpitude of .moakind, that instaibtes'wre 
aotiBorsi^fM^aent aa^ong theskvesy than .amg^f A% 
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free hatrV^i/of th6* country, who, without prudetice 
to gtihle ih^tn in tfee ordinary affairs of Iffe^ or,forti. 
tude to "bear' tliem up a^atosf ib» commoii^ gpciieots— 
fromthd anguish of Ibsing their friends, or their mo. 
ney or property, madly adopt the same remedy'^ | and | 
produce the lite dreadful effects. ' ] 

The Chinese, too, are fondly attached to ^^ajning | 
ftS well as opium; but by instilling into their minds 
eadtious principles, iht^ same latent disposition in | 
thertJ Is curbed, and t\ieY have bcieri deterred, from 
lapsing'lnto similar excesses.— HtoweV'er thej.miy be ' 
dt^Osed, they are more capable of forming designs 
against the goyernment. They are said to be now as ' 
numerous as they were in 1740, when they joined 
inu tevolt against the Europeans, under the comtnand 
of a pretended descendant of the Emperor of China ; 
but they were repulsed and disarmed. The alarm, 
notwithstanding^ w;is so great that, under orders oJf 
the Dtatch, twenty thousand Chinese, men, women, 
and children, were massacred, and their effects seized. 
The directors of the company in Holland execrated the 
horrid deed. They feared the Emperor of China's 
indignation ; and Apologizing on the ground of ueces- 
iity, were agreeably surprised when he returned 
them the following answer; that ^* he was little 
fiolidtouk for the fate Of unwoVthy, subjects, who, 
in the pursuit of lucre, had quilted their country, 
and albandoned the tombs of their ancestors*"' 

Thejr appear, *liowferer, to have the highest yene. 
rattbn^tfor such of their ancestors as have paid the 
debt 'tif' nature- A cemetery is appropriated for 
their rVniains, and they spaire nb ex pence in erecting 
moiihraeni^ to fli'etr memory .—The head of etery fa- 
infly^" Tiot a paupei*. has a^ separate Vault • and when 




putting oh^its- 6e?t* afuparel, it ii seated Th i| / chair, 
before which the wives, children, and relations, pros- 
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trate themseW^, and .Weep Utterly, * ^, table, spread 
wTtft^fttiKt and yarioua dishes^ wtthji d^Qft^^isJaid be. 
fore the corpsej^ and \fat figures placed on each saia, 
as its attendants.-rOa the tbita day. the coi;pse is 
pal: into a coffin, and placed In one of the best apart, 
ments, hung roupd, on this occasion^ with vokUe linen^ 
the colour of their mouroiog. An altar is raised In 
the middle of the room ; they place the portrait of 
tii.c decoded upon it, and burn incense near U. The 
sons, dressed in coarse white l^nen, stand near tho 
coffin, and manifest every* token of «orrow^ whilo 
the mother and female relatives are heard tp bewnil 
behind a curtain. . 

On the day ofintermaut the whole family assen^bles, 
and the corp^p is eonreyed to ^he grare with great 
pomp and solemnity. In the first processidh are per* 
.sons bearing images of men and wom0ti, rehttiyes oftbe 
family ; images of various animals ; and. wax, tapers 
and incensories. Next follow the priests, acpompa. 
nied with instruments of music ; and then the corpse^ 
borne upon a bier, attended by the sons of the de- 
ceased^ clothed in white, s^nd inclining upon erntchef, 
as if unable, from sorrow, to support themselTes 
erect. The female rolativcs are carried in chairs, en. 
circled with white silk to conceal them from view ; 
but their lamentations are uttered aloud ^ and othar 
iromcn, trained to mimic sprrow when the hearths 
not sad, are hired to howl, shriek, and groaa^ as it 
the custonrin some parts of Europe. 

The Chinese, from their industry and ingeiittify, 
have rendered themselves indispensably necessary to 
the Dutcb^ who acknowledge the settlement coakL 
scarcely subsist without them. Their residence, at 
Batavia, is in the suburbs ; thdr houses are low, 
built mostly of wood, crammed with penpte. Evecy 
tort of mechanical eroploym«it is done if theii^; In 
town^ also, they become clerks, agents, or hnt^ters, 
and, in the country, farmers, particularly i» the 
ealtlvation of the sugar«>caAe. 
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. The Aap&fat Bata¥»av resembliiig.tliosetof Jii»k<er9 
aealing iui sfitond^luind airticles, wejre^ thlnly^i^iip. 
pli^d;witb 6«itiiib . merchamHze, Tery^mlikerthQse at 
Bio d^ Jan^ro ; jk friaia proof ibat thetitttevlorf in. 
lia^itants of JaTa are either: uoable omot wlHing 
ta.purchase costly manulaatures. Bat tiiera aresipa. 
clous, maga^sines for deposhsiag the rich prxiduots of 
the NLolnccsi or spice islands, exported- heoce to all 
parts. of the MfOfld; befiides sugar, pep per, coffee, und 

- arrack, the produce of the place. • » 

. . Th^ Dutch company, from an inordinate thicst for 

. gain, suggested the idea^ of monapolizing the 4rliole 
of the spic^ trade to theopselves. To < effect this, as 
well as to prereut-the ma«rketsfrom being OTerstocked, 
if. reports are to be credited, they employed and esta. 
b&hedaset of men under the appeUatton of esr^tr. 
ptitorsj whose^sole business was to eruncate, in irJiat. 

. ever places they could penetrate, a few spots except- 

.«d, whry tree which bears those Yaluable produc 
tions ; hoping -thus to secure to themselves the ezdn. 
BiTe sale and property of these articles. These ex. 
tlrpator^ had torn up and destroyed the nutmeg-tree 
at all the Moluccas, Banda excepted ; at whidi last 

.pla^Q, a subsequent volcanic eruption had nearly 
4iiompIeated what they had left unfinished, by bury- 
ing, ;inL its ashes, or otherwise materially injaring, 
9very vegetable producdow of ihat bland. 
. .The . medical . garden ' at Batavia is now well 
stocked with the Tarious; spice-trees, and the dele« 
fates a^ Uecome'mbre liberal in their Ideas. A nut- 

. meg.|ilaDt, and a nut, in a state supposed capable of 
germioaUon, were presented : to a genleman w.the 

-embassy, who intended them for: his majesty's liota- 

. 9ic garde»rat Kew, but an •umtovardiaisetdeottifi tlic 
passage iruitrated the design. TheButmeg^ti^eia Is a. 

i Wo^ul ftog^bki ; hs fvnlt, when Ireshe, is nearly 
tl^e size of a common nectacbao* Between the siiell 
lUidiSieou^twitrd xind is areticulflrted membcano^ or 
partitioniod skin, which, when dried^ is thejnac^: the 
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rmtimeg^ sof«4nit&4»rigiwil«ta«e, Utheketwl witMa 
thesheilk'-' Tkere is also a clofje^^trv'e ia tbis^rdea. 
Thfrgdrm of' ite fruit, with tha^ower^yp which coa* 
toin^i^ '1^ thtt'cieve. .. Thp oiiiiiai2ion->'tree is known 
\>y th« three aervcS) which uniformly divide the inner 
sucfsco of its oval leaf, as-wpll as by- the fragraney 
which ig> diffused from hvusiqg any of its leaves or 
braoches^ ^orrespondiog to the o4our of its hark. The 
c8nphora.tre&ts^kn hero; so i& the pepper, whiclygrowi 
ioclasters, like the grape, hut x>f a lavch smaller size. 
The Iwtel i& a^species of th^ pepper plant, the leaf of 
which is cjiewc»j by most of- th/e southern Asiatics; 
and serves far the inclosing of a few bits or slices of 
the areca, thence erfon^ously Called the .^etal aut^ 
rcsemhlitig in form and taste, but smaller wh^a dry, 
tke common nutmeg. The ai«ca> nut-tree Is the 
siaallest tribe of palm-trees, but next in beauty to tho 
uioantain cabbage. tree in the West Indies. 

\ tree was said io be Rowing in the territories of 
one of tho princes of Java, so venomous aad de^ 
Uruotive as to poison persons by Its exhalations at 
some miles distance. This was the supposed Upasy 
of ivhicfa the above account was given by Foersch* 
fiat It wfs nothing but a bold attempt to impoto 
on the credulity of the po'blic. Enquiries were made 
cBQcevoing it, and no such tree |s known to exist in 
the island, in a dissertation writicti expressly by a 
Ootchman, the story is refuted; An opinion, how. 
ever, prevails at Batavia, that there is in that coun* 
\tj a vegetable poison so subtile, that being rubbed 
upon t))e daggers of the Javanese, It renders a wound 
incurable^ Indeed, Dr.* Gillan was informed by one 
of the keepers of itfae garden, ./that there was in that 
colleotlon a. tree which 'distilled a. poisoiKNis juice ; 
bat tbo knowledge of tfais^ was kept secret,, lest^ by 
bebg:* comaninicated ^ tp the Javanese, they shonld 
twtt it Oo ao im^oper-aHKu : . 

Xha^hat«<ouiito7i 18 vicbly stored witb'the>chbiC6M 
fittit^^ Jirhiei^ lik<i i^ l^oes. wttliin X\nt trapics^ arc 
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gathered (flFOnglioiit the whole year. The mangos, 
teen, about the size of A nonpareil, accounted the 
most cleHcious«of all, was ripe in Mareh. Its rind, 
thick and firm, of a dark colour, contains from five 
to seren seeds, of which the pulp' that coters them 
is the only part eaten. It has adelicaite subacid tastc^ 
differing a little from^ but far preferable tcr the same 
kind of pulpr substance which incloses the sour-sop 
in the West Indies. Pine-apples are planted in large 
fields, carried to market in carts like turnips, and 
sold for lees than a penny a piece. Sugar fetched 
only fire pence a pound ; aiid proTisions of all sorts 
were exceedingly cheap. Rice,' though uncoimnonly 
scarce when the Lion was at Batayia, sold for less than 
a penny a pound. 

Notwithstanding the number of noxious animals 
which always abound in low, warm, marshy couu. 
tries, few accidents were known to happen in this 
pkrt. l^he tacerta^ iguana or guanay a harmless land 
animal, is cxteriprly formed like the lacerta croco- 
diiusj or crocodile ; a most voracious animal which 
frequents the rivers and canals of this country. From 
being an object of fear, it has become au object of 
veneration.; and to this day offerings arc made to it 
as to a deity. 

The districts round Batavia, sul)ject to the Dutch, 
arc supposed to comprise fifty thousand families, enu- 
meratipg in' all three hundred thousand persons. The 
city of Batavia and suburbs contain eight thousand 
houses. Those belonging to the Dutch are clean a»d 
spacious, and built suitably to the climate. Both 
windowis and doors are wide and lofty, and the ground, 
floors are laid with marble. Many of Che houses 
were uninhabited, which with other drcurostanoes in» 
dicated a declension of their commerce^ The com. 
pany's vessels were lying in the road without men to 
navigate, or cargoes to fill them. They had no ships 
of war to protect theit commerce ; and even pirates ^ 
came to the harbour's mouth, and attacked'Aad car- 
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aid^nYli cfem6,^tiitf UV,^trao% «?s4dd ?or this 
mRn'Ss%%tiniitV?n^m atij;TastYf.' com. 




„, _. _,i enemy.' 

, N.otwUhsian'diriJ; t1iese''gT[ooi»y prospiects, {he em^ 




disposed, Wa§ .prcs'§ , _ 

heaftfi V sxAf'aSlklst tftq^iiibunfarns } 6ut U waved tli6 
invitati<>n, ^nt^ left* RiiaVia 'on tli^ screVit^^nA bt 
March,' in or&6fto pVaEUd 'tb'thd'S traits of Ba^^^ 

In the passage from Batavia, the' Liou' t^ucfied 
upon a small, unnoticeil/simkenVoclcy whose af)er 
was thi^ee fathoms lindor watfer^ but h.rbund its* base 
were sii or' seven". This circi\mstance poititefl out the 
necessUy of such a tender as ^he J^lt^jjlll ;' and^as^ by 
the dispatches wh\ch tli6 ^mbassadoi^ received it Ba- 
tavia,^ the company's commlssionciry at'Cantoh had 
been disappointed in their indentions of sending twp 
smalt vessels to precede the l!:iion and Illildostdn, in 
order to sound the depth of water in unknowii or 
s^sppft^d.pjaqes, his excellpcy seat b^ckto Batavfa^ 
ana purchased one which, the service required, and 
c^Icd her, p\\i bf respect to his royal highness, tko 
p'uie ((f Ctareme. , . ■ . , < 

After, this they stcereS towards tihe 6pening which 
leads to the Straits of Banca. The w^tcrn side of 
these ^Str^it? is foriped by the eastern side of the island 
of Siitnatr^. ' whose southern extremity forms tho 
noi;perqj side oif the ^^traits of Sunda. North Island^ 
the rcpdez vpjii, fixed, in case of separation, h situa- 
.te4,^<^^^!y i^ the angl^ inade by* those Strafts above* 
^ntioned^ h'ayihg' at the] same time a vie^ of the 
Straits of Banca ; ani^ the liion ha(} not long'retdrned 
to this ^pbt^ere the JsLciiW ca^e in si^ht. She h^d 
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iinforhmaiely arriyed, both at Maddra and Sh 
Jago, a few days at each- place after the lion had 
^tted theiD.^ Shcf bad experienced many hardships 
Uk the passage; bat was soon ready to proceed to 
•ea. 

The monsoon being aditerto, and many of the sea. 
tten sicltly, the ships kept moving about the coasts of 
Java and Sumatra, to discorer the coolest and healihi. 
tsi spots* During this period observations were 
tefcen^ in order to ascertain the aecuracy of former 
ibarts of tiief northern entrance into the Straits of 
Sunday from which the latiinde and Jongitude id Hir 
fojllowing places w»e determined r 

8o«th latitude. £ast I«iifituMl^. 

Pulo Saiier &• M 30^ lOS** 5& 3(f 

^Nicholaa^Point 5 50 40 105 54 30 

Jara He^ 6 47 104 50 30- 

The tiiree Sisters 5 4% 105 41 36 

Thwart.the.way 5 55 105- 43 

North Island 5 38 105 49 SO 

Angeroe Point 6 2 105 4f 30 

Cap 5 58 30 105 48 30 

Button 5 49 105 48 30 

There were two cayems discovered in Cap island^ 
-which ran horaontaDy inr the ^de of a rock. In 
these were many of those bird's nests so much va- 
lued and sought after by Chinese epicures. They arr 
built by the sraallgrey swallow, of which great num. 
bers were seen flying about. Thes^ nests not only 
adhens to each other, but likewise to the sides of th» 
casern; in almost uninterrupted rows. They are com. 
posed of fine filaments, united: by a tenacious matter; 
and ara not unlilte those gelatinous animal sobstaneeff 
seen floating upon etery coast* The swallows feed 
on insects, and their nestir; which occupy them t«^ 
Inonths to build, are prepared from the choicest reau 
nants of their food. They lay only a couple of cggs^ 
which ace hatched in about fifteen^ days : and tba 
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proper time for taking the nestf is wben Am jfoang 
^oes are fledged* 

These nests, not known at the soiitii^BiTi extremitir 
of Sumatra, form an oliject of trade with the Jara* 
nese, who go regelarly three times a year to tak9 
them ; bat It is a tery ^erilons enterprise. The na* 
tires of this part, as well as at most #f the islands ia 
the Chinese seas, are dittingaished hj the name of 
Malays; remarkable for mdiettfeness, indolence, 
and iadocility. They are low in vtatnre ; hare broad 
faces, wide moaths, brown comple»on, and long 
black hair. Though half naked, for their dress ex. 
tends no lower than their wiust, they ncTer go abroail 
without beiqe armed with a criss or dagger^ with iti 
poitit imbued in a poisoaonff juice. 

An artificer belonging to the embassy, who went 
on shore here with a «mall bundle of liaen to wash, 
was murdered by some of the Malays. Many of the 
southern parts of Sumatra are subjet to the king of 
Bantam, to whom it was determinied the murder 
should be made known. This was done through the 
Putch chief; and some time. after intdrrgence was re* 
ceived, that his Bantamese Majesty had discoTered 
one 6f the men, and had caused him to be executed. 

The squadron weighed from North Island, and 
proceeded to Nicholas Bay ; an easterly course froot 
which leads to Bantam, formerly a place of great 
trade, and the principal eastern rendec vous of ship* 
ping from Europe. But after the Dutch had con* 
quercd the neighbouring province of Jacatra, and 
built Batavia; aud that the English remored to Hin« 
dostan and China, comn))srce took a new course, and 
Bantam soon sunk into insignificance. The power 
of its sorereign declined with the loss of its tradef 
When at war with other princes of Jara, he solicited 
tike assistance of the Dutch, since which period h^ 
became, as it were, their captire. The palace he 
resides in, is within a fort garrisoned by Bataviaa 
troops. The commander does not recMve his oirdeci 
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^om tie king of Bantam, Iwjt from a Diitcli phief or 
governor, whq resides in another fort adjoining the 
down, nearer t^e sea-side. 

pontigubus to Nicholas Baj was a convenient rivu- 
let fbr Mfatei'iiag'*; and at a short distance from the 
adiore a Tjlfage, where' buffaloe;, poultry, frait, and 
yarioiis esculent vegetables, werecnieap and abundant. 
Fresh provisions were servied daily to the Uon^s 
0rew. Here, as well *as at Angeree Point, many of 
the convalescents were ^ent on shore fdr air and ex- 
ercise. Indigo w^s manufactured at this place froi;n 
It leaf ipvhich grows/m the neighbourhood. 

Two ships, which arrived from China, brought 4 
confirmation of the former favourable accounts. 
Soon after, the wine) began to ^hift, and the Lion 
got under way ; but from very light breezes little ad* 
Tance was made, and the anchors were often let go 
to prevent the ships from being driven back. On the 
26th of April the current phanged its directioti to the 
E. S. E., and the next day N. E. half a mile. While the 
squadron was at anchor within three miles of two 
islands, called the Brothers, tluiir latitude, by obser- 
4ati6n, was found to be five degrees eight minutes 
south, and longitutje one hundred and six degrees four 
minute;^ east. Whales were discovered about this place 
for the first time since they had left the island of Am- 
sterdam. 

• On the 28th of April, the hills on Banca islatid 
were seen ;' and on the SOth the ships cAme to anchor 
close fo its western shorjq, near the three Nanka isles. 
' The islar.d of Banca is celebrious throughout Asia for 
its tin mifaes, the anhual profit of w'hich, to the Dutch 
Coinpany^ is estimated at a hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds; 

The ships left the fJTanka isles on the 4th of May, 

and on ' the 10th crossed the line, in longitude one 

. hundred and five degrees forty-eight minutes east.^ 

A current was discovered her6 which sot E. N. E,* 

fw<'f>^-seven miles m the twenty. four hoars. 

Fulo Lingen, no incotisidcrable island^ is crossed 
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t>7 tb6 equiBoctial line. It has a mouniiUa in its can* 
tre, terminating in a fork, like that of ParnassuSi and 
called by seamen asses' ears. In this passage new is* 
lands constantly spra.ngnn view, displaying a varietf 
of shape, size, and colour ; some solitary, others iqt 
clusters ; some with tall trees growing, others mere 
barren rocks, tenanted by innumerable birds. Th« 
weather was often squally with rain, and thunder and 
lightning were not unfreqnent. The thermometer ia 
the shade was from eighty-four to ninety degrees, th# 
heat suffocating and intolerable. The sea was very 
shallow, its depth seldom exceeding eight fathoms, and 
the squadron was often compelled to come t0 anchor. 
ScTeral seamen were attacked with dysentery, which 
rendered it desirable to remove them on shore^ in or* 
der to stop its contagious influence. 

On the 17 th of May the squadron anchored in a 
spacious bay, on the eastern side of the island of Pulo 
Condore, at the entrance of its southern extremity. 
Four small islands form this bay, the principal q( 
which, in shape pf a half moon, with a ridge of peaked 
hills, is about twelve miles long, and three broad. B)r 
a meridional observation its latitude is eight degrees 
forty minutes north, and its longitude a hundred and 
five degrees fifty-five minutes east. A nest of turtles 
was found ^cre upon the beach, containing several 
young ones, just hatched.' Their size was about an 
inch and a half, and .their weight only a few ounces* 
Something resembling e placenta was observed to adi« 
here to their Jbellies. 

The English were dispossessed of their settlement 
onCondore, in the beginning of th& present century^ , 
hy some Malay soldiers then in their pay, who mur^^ 
dered most of them in reseni^ment, for, probably^ 
imaginary ifl usage. A very small number had the 
good fortune to escape fj^om the island, in which no 
Enrppean has jsince resided. Close to a sandy beach^ 
at the bottom of the bay, was a yillage, to which a 
party being detached^ armed, they were met by lonie 
u 3 
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^f thcinhabitaDts, ivlio >yelcoined them en shore, an4 
escorted them to th^. residence of the chief: it was a 
9eat bamboo cabin ; * the floor, elevated a few feet 
f!boTe the ^roupdi was covered with mats. ' In one 
apartment was au altar dressed out with images; and 
^e partitions had pcndaat figures of monstrous dei- 
tks. . A few spears stood against the wall, as did also 
^ome jnatch-Iocks and a swiyel gun. Their dress wa? 
^vrincipally of blue cptton, worn Iboseljr about the 
^ody ;, liipir fi^ces were flat, aufl their eyes small. 
•Their ore/, language was different from the Chinese, 
but the written one was cqmposcd of the same cha- 
jractcfs. 

An oficr was made to them io purchase provisions, 
and the specified quantity were promised to be ready 
j^henext day; when, if the weather permitted, it had 
teen intended to land the invalids. Messengers be^ 
ing, accordingly, sent on shore, with money io pay 
-for them, were astonished to find the villnge aban. 
dcncd. The inhabitauts had left opcq their houses, 
-and none of the etiects had been removed. ;ln the 
-chief's cabin was fo^und a paper, written in the Chi- 
nese language, of which the following is the literal 
translation; that ^' the people of the island were few 
in number, and very poor, yet honest, and incapable 
r of dqing mischief; but felt much terror at the arrival 
of such great ships, and powerful persons; especially 
,as not being able to satisfy their wants in regard to 
the quantity of cattle, and other j.rovisipns, of which 
the ppor inhabitants of Pulo Condore had scarcely 
. any to supply, and consequently could not give the 
expected satisfaction. They, therefore, through droJid 
and apprehension, resolved j;o flee, to preserve their 
lives. That they supplicate the great people to have 
j)ity on them ; that they left all they had behind them, 
and only requested that their cabins might not be 
burnt ; and concluded by prostrating themselves to 
the great people a hundred times.'' 

It is probable that the \yrifo of tl}is letter had rp^ 
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ccircd some unfair treatment from former strangers, 
knd It was resolved they should have no cause to en. 
tertain the same unfavorable idea of all who came tp 
Tisit them. There is no dqubt but that they were as 
much surprised, on their return, to find their houses 
undemolished^ as their visitors had been to see thcni 
all deserted. Not an article had been reraovt-d ; ap^ 
a small present, such as was iiiiagined would be* ap. 
ceptablc to the phief, w^s left for him iu the pfincipal 
dwellin^g, with a Chinese letter, purporting thi|t, '"' the 
ships and people vfere English, who culled merely for 
refreshment, aqd on fair terms of purcl|ahe, without 
any ill intention; being a civiliz.'d nation, endowed 
with prinpiples of humanity, w^iich did not allow 
them io plunder or injure others, who happened to 
be weaker and fewer than themselves/' 

This letter, however, was i|ot likely to fall into 
their hands while the sl^ip^ remained in the bay. Their 
apprehensions could on|y sujiside by removing tl^o 
exciting cause ; and as it was a matter of importance 
to get the invalids comfortably provided for on shore, 
the signal w^as made to weigh anchor, and on the even- 
ing of the 18th of May the squadron quitted this 
place, ^nd shaped their^course to the northward. 



CRAP. VII, 

Cochin-china. Passage to the Ladrone Islands y 
near Macao ; and thence to ChU'San, TrcinsaC' 
. tions and Observations thieve. . ^♦j^' . 

The state of health of the Lion's crew became daily 
inore alarming, and the necessity for removing tfiem 
on shore more urgent. Besides the dysentery, several 
were afflicted with diseases of the liver; others with 
sudden and violent* spasms, and the sultriness of the 
weather often produced deliquium^ From reports of 
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former Toyagen Turon Bay, in Cochio-China^ pro. 
mi^ed the adTantages of good anchorage for the ships, 
and a dry air and fresh provisions for the men ; and 
towards this place the squadron bent their course. 

In the evening they came in sight of the soutlftsm 
extremity of what may be called the Chinese coAti. 
nent. This part is divided into three small kingdoms, 
or territories, called Cambodia, Tsiompa, and Cochin* 
china. History states it to have formed, anciently, a 
paict of the Chinese empire ; but the Chinese gorer- 
nor of ^the southern peninsula, containing Tjing-quia 
to the northward, and Cambodia and Tsiompa to the 
southward of Cochin-china, seized an opportunity, 
and erected the siandard of independence at the time 
of the Mogul invasion of China, from Tartary. He 
and his posterity had residence in Tung.quin. In 
the course of time, the Tnng.quinese governor, fol. 
lowing the example of the ancestor of his sorereign, 
also erected his goyernment into a kingdom. Both, 
however, acknowledged a nominal yassalage to the 
Chinese empire; and did occasional homage at the 
coyrt of Pekin. This connection with China, though 
^lender, was considered by the embassy as worthy of 
attention. , 

No part of Cambodia came within Tiew of the 
squadron ; bnt Tsiompa was discovered on the 19th 
of May, as was Tyger Island near it ; and the next 
day two other islands, Pulo Cambir de Terre, and 
Pnio Cecir de Mer. After this, in latitude twelre 
degrees' fifty minutes north. Cape Varella came in 
slight, on the summit of which is a high rock resembling 
a tower. To the northvFard of this rock, in latitude 
thirteen degrees fifty-two minutes north, is a bay cal. 
led Quin-nong, or Chio-chiir, often resorted to by the 
country vessels. 

Pulo Canton, named also Pulo Ratan, whose extre- 
mities being high and its middle low, give it the ap. 
pearance of two islands, was descried on the ^U of 
May« Tb« squadron was novr abreast pf the iLing. 
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dom of Cochin-china, and their passage betwf^en its- 
shores and a maltitudinoas range of rocks and islets, 
called the Paraceis, lying north and sooth for almost 
four hundred miles. The danger of being driven 
against these, by currents, was not less to be attended 
to than what are called, in those seas, typhoons, in 
the Atlantic hurricanes ; being both alike as to the 
Tiolence and sudden shifts of the -wind. Some pre- 
ternatural appearances' in the atmosphere indicated 
the approach of one, on the ^3d of May; but they 
soon after disappeared : and the weather, next morn- 
ing, befog fine and clear, shewed an opening in the 
Jand, at some distance, supposed to be Turon bay. 

A great number of canoes were fishing between the 
squadron and the land, and seyeral were hailed to 
come alongside ; but being frightened at the sight of 
strange vessels, they made towards shore with all pos- 
sible si^eed. One canoe was overtaken by the Ilin* 
dostan's boat, and the skipper, under great terror, 
taken on board as pilot. His mind was soothed, and 
his alarms dispersed by attention and presents ; and 
he conducted the Hindostan into Turon bay ; but, 
before she came to, sudden squalls of wind, accom*. 
panied with thunder and lightning, drove all the ships 
again to sea, and they could not return to anchor be- 
fore the 2(5th of May, when the Lion moored in seven 
fathoms water. The channel into the bay is round 
thenorth-east end'of a peninsula,, called by the squad- 
ron, from its resemblance to, Gibraltarr : having a lump 
of an island to the north. Ships may approach the 
coast with safety, as the water shoals gradually from 
twenty to seven fathoms. 

The first obje(?l attended to, was to find a salutary 
and convenient spot for the sick and invalids. Gib- 
raltar hill, near the Lion's berth, wajs fixed on ; and 
as soon as- tenth were pitched they were all taken on 
shore. A dispatch was preparing to be sent to tho 
town of Turon, to -announce the arrival of the ships, 
^ttd the cause of their detention 3 but an alarm had 
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. already been excjte4, for the Lioa had no sooner an* 
chored thaii an officer came on board, in order to be 
Informed of the reasons for the^quadroo^s appearance, 
considered by them hostilcly, not haviug erer seen 
ships of Such magnitude and warlike construction. 

Besides the usual squadron, . another iressei froin 
Macao, under Genoese colours, followed them into 
the bay, so that the whole had an inimical aspect. 
The latter idea was entertained from a circomstance 
explained by the master ofithe brig from Macao. He 
«^d that Turon, and a considerable part of the king, 
dom of Cochin-china, were at that time under tha 
dominion of a young prince, the nephew of an usurper, 
xwhose antagoniat, a descendant of the former sove- 
reigns of the country, still retained some parts of the 
:$outhern proTinces of the kingdom; and that he was 
in daily expectation of swch succoars from the conrt 
of France, as might enable him to re-conqiier the ter- 
ritories of his ancestors. European missionaries had 
been treated by his family with kindness, aud their 
religion tolerated. The principal of those nplssionariee, 
dignified by the pope with the title of bishop, was 
afterwards sent, by his Cochjin-chinese in^esty, em- 
bassador to the court of France : whither he escorted 
the young prince, for whom such an nncommon de» 
gree of interest was taken^ that effectual suceoors 
were promised for the re-establishment of his house. 
Measures 'were actually preparing in France for this 
purpose, when the revolution which happened deprived 
the. unfortunate monarch of the power of affording as. 
ststance: These hopes, howeyer, were pften repeated ; 
and the squadron now in the bay was supposed to be 
come with hostile intentions. 

A communication soon took place between the o/« 
£cer and interpreters, by means of the written cha«' 
facters of the Chinese language. The pacific dispo« 
sition of the squadron being dixlared, and its ultimatA 
object explained, au immediate supply of proTi-« 
.€ioa3 was requested. The gO¥eroing magistrate (>f 
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the pTaee, in the interim, had written for Instructions 
to the capital ; and till I^e receiTed an answer Terjr 
littte eouM be procunsd either from boats or at mar. . 
ket; and the few articles pnrcttased were paid for at 
txorbitant prices. 

But ia three or fovr days^a person of rank arrired 
atTuron, who complimented the embassador on the 
part of his master. He came in a large decked e^aU 
ley, with numerous rowers. There was a state cabin, 
vpon the middle of the deck, neatly painted ; the 
bead and stern were ornamented with streamers of 
varions colours ; and the sides of the state cabin wcro 
eAcircled with speurs, and various ensigns of a^tho* 
rity. The officer^ aitteHded by a Chinese interpreter, 
tas dressed inelegant silk robes; and his manners • 
were ^lished and refined. Nine boats followed his 
galley^ full of Tarioas kinds of proyisions, as pre- 
sents^ from th^ chief, for the sailors and passengers ;. 
and fr^tin that moment the markets were abandantly 
supplied, and the artides sold at reasonable rates, 
the gorernor of the district al^o came on board, and 
paid a visit of v'espect.* He invited the embassader 
iod suite to an enrtertainment on shore, and proposed 
to keep an open table for their constant reception. 
The most maijced attention was henceforward mani*- 
felted, and no effort spared to cultivate the friendship 
Md good wishes of the squadron. 

Proposals, were made for the purchase of arms and 
unmiinition ; and it was perceptH^le that no* consider, 
ation would have been spared to have derived^assist^ 
aoce in tiehalf of the prinee then reigning at Turoff, 
as well as at the capital and northern parts of the 
kingdom. His situation was very insecure : the pro- 
vince of Donai^ or southern part of Cochin-chinis^ 
lad reverted to the antient family of Its sovereigns ^ 
and Quin.nong, the middle province, was possessed 
bj the usurper of tho whole. His younger brother, 
eatmsted with the care of his conquests in tho north, 
atraiHiig hiottell of this crafidettcc, in? adsdTuojg.^tiiii>. 
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the neighbburing kingdom, with success; and thefi 
declared himHelf ,8oyereiga, as well of Tang.4qain as 
of Cochin-china. He also intended to have wrested 
from bis brother what he still possessed of that king. 

, dom, and likewise isnch other parts as had been re. 
coYcred by the lawful sovereign. ' • Bat this bold, en- 
terprising usurper, well versed in the art of war, died 
in September, 179S, in the midst of his successes. His 
eldest son, who was illegitimate, was left in the go- 
Ternment of Tung.quin. The youngest, )iis legiti- 
mate offspring, by a Tung.quinese princess, being at 
Turon when his father died, instantly took upon him. 
self the reins of government, as heir at law to his 
father ; while his elder, bat illegitimate brother, kept 
possession of Tung.qutn, and arrogated s| right to the 
whole of Ms father's conquest. 

During this state of civil warfare, which had lasted 
twenty years, great numbers had fallen on both sides. 
The country was so much depopulated and exhausted, 
and the balance of parties so nearly equipoised, that 
no enterprise of moment was undertaken, though both 
were devising and preparing new projects for each 
other's overthrow. But had these cTils not existed, , 
the embassador did not imagine it would have been | 
proper to present his credentials, much less to treat 
on any kind of business, till he should have delivered 
those addressed to the Emperor of China. His excel- 
lency co Alined himself to a reciprocation of compli- 
ments and respect, and to a return of presents which 
had so seasonably been sent to the squadron. . But 
even this kind of intercourse did not exist without 
visible marks of mutual distrust and close observation. 
The bay of Turon, called by the natives Han-sau, 
as ^ell as the town, might, with more propriety, be 
styled a harbour. It is very capacious, has good 
holding ground ; and ships may anchor securely froia 
every wind. The sea-breeze commences about thre« 
or four in the n^orning, and continues about twchfl^ 

. hpurs ; to this succeeds th^ li^nd'bjrc^ve^ ^nrhich lasiil 
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nearljr as long ; and is not contaminated by passing 
drer swamps or marshes. In common weatftor, ships 
may be so placed as to take advantage of bofh : the 
sea is smooth throughout the harbour, and there is a 
convenient place for ships to be hove down or re- 
itted. 

The harbour is plcntifaUy supplied with fish : the 
Merman is sometimes attended by his wife and child. 
Ten in the boat, in which a circular roof serves them - 
Jior shelter, in lieu of a flat deck, firoad pieces of 
gourd or calabash are attached to the children's necks 
to buoy them up, in case they should fall overboard/ 
As often as the fishermenr return on shore, they erect 
inltars to the deities, among. the bushes ; make offer. 
ings of rice, sugar, and other victuals, and burn 
odorous consecrated wood, impipr'aig the safety of 
their families, and success in fishing. 

A river at the southern extremity of the harbour 
leads to Turon town; and upon a con(tiguous point ^ 
of land is a watch tower, consisting of four exceed. 
ingly high pillars of wood, upon Which a floor is con. 
strocted. From this floor, ascended to by a ladder, 
may be seen any vessels to the northward ; and, look- 
ing over the isthmus, those to the southward. All 
Vessels going into the river are stopped and examined 
at this tower. Upon th« sand, by the river's side, 
^I'as seen that rcnowped bird the pelican of the wilder. 
ness, the size of whose bill, gullet, and wings, are 
more thaii proportionate toits body, which is, how. 
ever J not less than that of the largest turkey. The 
town isisituated about a mile above the river; thead« 
joining land has a gradual slope to ihe water's cdgo. 
la this river infants, from two years old and upwards, 
came down from their habitations, and swam and 
^ported in the water like so many ducklings. 

Turon, before its civil con>motion, was considet. 
iibly largur than it is at pcestnt. The houses were 
tow, built principally with bamboo, and thatched wHh 
tire «titiw or rushtj^ ; ifiad, except those situated in 
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the market-place, interspersed with trees: the neatest 
arc in the centre of gardens, planted with the areca. 
nut tree, &nd otiier delectable shrubs. Behind the 
towfi are others, situated in the midst of groTcs of 
oranges, limes, and plantanes. The market was well 
supplied with (ish and poultry^ especially ducks ;^ and 
the Tarious fruits and vegetables indigenous to tropi. 
cal climates. 

The chief of the place gave an entertainment to a party 
from the ships : the table was spread with many dishes, 
#>r rather bowls, consisting of pork and beef ewt Tst9 
«mall square piece?, -served up' with various kinds 
«f savoury sauces. In others were stewed fish, fowls, 
and ducks ; and the rest were loaded with fruits ani 
sweetmeats : the number of bowls were not less than 
a hundred, piled in three rows, one abore another* 
In lieu of bread, boiled rice waa placed before each 
4(ucst; two porcupine quills did the office of knife 
and fork ; and their spoons, in form of shoveh, were 
inade of porcelain. After dinner, an ardent spirit, 
obtained from rice, not very unlike whisky, was 
served around in cups ; and the host, by way of ex. 
ample, and in^the style of European festivity, filled: 
his own a bumper, and when he had drunk it, turned 
it up, to shew none was left in the bottom : he after- 
wards walked a ehort distance with the gentlemen, 
and took them to a kind of theatre, where a comedy i 
was represented. The principal characters were a i 
peevish old man add a humourous clown and they were I 
so well supported as to excite risible pleasure.: not ' 
only the theatric, but all the adjoining trees whicli 
looked into tli^ playhouse, wera crowded with spec- 
tators, who were more inquisitive to see the strangers- 
than these were to see the actors. 

On the return of these gentlemen from the enter- 
tainment^ a harbinger was dispatched to request them, 
hy signs, to stop till an elderly lady, who was on the 
way from her house, should come np with them. Ap- 
ptoacfaing with wonder and surprise, riie apologised^ 
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guafe of nature, for the li^rty she had 
lie gazed at them with' avidity and uncom. 
tioR, and sh9rtly after, testifying her thanks 
politeness, retired, exulting in the gratifica. 
ardent curiosity. 

;^tioB of the same gentlemen was arrested 

pti by a singular instance of eastern agility. 

f. of Cdthin.diinese y oupg men were collected 

playing at shittlecock : they had no battle* 

|i|;her did they use the hand at all ; but, after 

m short distance, met the desceqiding shlttle* 

u struck it with the foot so forcibly as ta 

kp high in th« air. 

' j>ortiTe games are not the only instances in 
^ese active and ingenious people used their 
hers do their hands;. Theiower orders, and 
other vanksy arc accustomed to go ba^re- 
Bj this the muscles of the toes have free 
I and acquire a strong contractile power, so 
ader the foot an useful auxiliary to the hand, 
sercise of several mechanic trades, bat patti- 
J la that of boat-building, 
jlboats In common use among them,, consist of 
nks only, united together by ribs or timbers. 
E planks are rendered flexible by beipg exposed 
ktjme to a flaoie of fire, and are^ then brought ta 
J^ired degree of inflection. The ends being thus 
/#cted together in a line, the edges are joined and 
^by tree niuls (wooden pinsj »"<! stitched with 
Je threads of bamboo : the seams are afterwards 
[with paste, made by mixing water with quick* 
hfrom sea shells. Other boats are made with 
^r ^ork, the interstices of which are paid or fiU 
with the same composition as used for the for- 
[ and this lutiug, as it may be styled, renders them^ 
|r->tight^ they are remarked for withstanding the. 
pec of^the waves, for being stiflf upon the water, 

S*9r sailing with expedition, 
e bogi^ wbiii^h belonged, to^ the chief of the dis. 
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ttitty wvLS built after the above method, bat on a lar- 
ger scale. It had a carved and gilt head, not much 
unlike that of a tyger, and a stern decorated with 
sculpture of various designs, paioted in vivid colours, 
lu these boats, contrary to European custom, the 
principal sitters are accommodated in the stem. 

The Cochin. Chinese, though little assisted bjTthe 
fostering hand of science, have brought some of the 
arts to great perfection. Prompted by necessity,^ 
they have shewn themselves sufficiently dexterous ia 
making experiments on substances of which the re., 
suit promised to contribute either to their wants or 
their comfort : the few articles man\ifactured amon; 
them are such as would not disgrace a more enlight- 
ened nation. Their earthen utensils aire neatly made. 
They Understand the cultivating of land ; and in the 
art of refiuing sugar, they seem to excel Europeans. 
Their- method was this :^ftcr draining the gross syrap 
from it, and that it was become granulated and solid, 
it was sometimes placed in strata, or layers, of about 
one inch id thickness, and ten inches in diameter, un. 
der layers of equal dimensions of the herbaceous part 
of the plantain tree: the aqueous juices which exsade 
from this filter through the sugar, carrying along with 
it all the feculencies which had been boiled up with 
it, and leaving the sugar pure and crystalised. In this 
state it was light, and as porous as a honey-comb, 
and when dissolved left no impurities at the bottom: 
this was supposed an improvement on the mode prac« 
tiscd elsewhere, which consists in pouring the sugar, 
when granulated, into inverted conical vessels, and 
placing a layer of wet earth upon the upper surface 
of the sugar. But sugar, thus refined, will be less 
pure, than that which is done after the former method. 

The art of smelting ore, scientifically, is not known 
among the Cochin-chin^se, yet they have fallen npoa 
the means of making good iron, and the manufactuN 
iag of it afterwards into matchlocks, spears, and 
other articles. Their d§9ctcrtty was conspicaous in 
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lill thtir operations, especially in the Barringtpnian 
prt-y in which, from frequent practice, they were be* 
come noted adepts ; neither were they disconcerted 
.wheneter their direptions were detected. 

Besides gold that vt^as found in the rivers, Jthey had 
^Iso several mines of the richest ore ; and from the 
pure state in which it was obtained, the gold was ex« 
jtracted'by the simple action of fire: they formed it 
^nto ingots ''of about four ounces, aqd made their 
payments with it to foreign merchants. It was used, 
also, as an ornament to their dress and furnitttre, 
)ind sometimes as an embellishment to their swords 
Vjid scabbarls. Prior to the troublc^s in Cochin-ciiina, 
.not only gold-dust, but also wax, honey, and irbry^ 
>vere brought down from the highlands and exchanged, 
by those rude people, to the iowlanders for cloth, 
jetton, rice, and iron. 

Silver mines won\ formerly, cither so rare, or the 
Art of refining so little undertitood, that silver used to 
be imported from abroad, and bartered for gcld^ to 
the advantage of the importers. ,But, lately, either 
new mines of silver must have been esplored, or a 
mor^ facile mode of purifying it practised, inasmuch 
jas tt was. now the chief medium of exchange for goods 
jfrom abrpad, and was 'made up. for thai purpose^ in 
bars of abo4it twelve ounces. 

The lower class of these people transfer their 
wives and daughters on moderate terms, and without 
ithe least scruple ; and treat all affairs of gallantry 
with perfect indifference : the higher orders exercbe 
authority over their wives by confining them ; and 
injustice over the people, by oppressing thera« Sub- 
ordination among them is scrupulously maintained-— 
evinced by numerous instances of abject humiliation. 

The first degree of rank here was the military,who 
held the people in the greatest subjection ; the ne^t 
was that of the judges: the power delegated to both 
jvas equally abused, to the oppression of their infe* 
fiors. Trlrtls ^t 'aw were conducted yf\i!t\. much seem. 
' X 3 
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ing formality and apparent equity, biit a favourabli 
decree was always to be obtained by bribes. Both 
parties, indeed, made presents, but the most liberai 
donor was likely to be the successful litigant. 

Painting and sculpture are entirely unknown to th^ 
Cochin- Chinese : but the science of harmony has been 
'not unsuccessfully cultivated; they have bath wind 
and string instruments, upon which they played seve- 
ral pieces of music in a stylo that was not expected: 
their instruments were rude, but their general prio. 
ciples and intentions were. the same as in Europe. la 
performing, they keep excellent time, and measure 
the bars by a regular D^oTement of both hand an4 
foot. " • I 

Among their various amusements, the drama fills 
tip a part of their vacant hours. The embassador ac. ' 
Cdpted an invitation from the governpr of the district, 
to dine on shore on the 4th of June, his Britannic 
majesty's birth.day, andagrand repast was provided 
on the occasion. A play was afterward^ performed, 
in a manner superior to any thing before exhibited. 
It was a kind of historical opera, with the recitative, 
air, and the chor.ss, in strict conformity to the estab^i 
lished mode of the Italian stage ; and several of tho 
female singers met with, and merited, mu^ih applause. 
The embassador's band performed occasionally, but 
their music was by no means approved of. 

The embassador \iras received in a building hung 
%vith printed cotton, of British madufacture, and the 
soIdicr3 who attended tjie governor had outside vest, 
ments of red cloth, also supposed to have come from 
England. But their chief trade is with the Portuc^uese 
at Macao, who supply them with goods of an inferior 
quality, from the Canton market, and who, ia their 
dealings, experience m^ny e;iaclions from the execu- 
tive government. 

The soldiery of Cochin-china were armed with 
sabrcHj and long pikes decorated with tufts of hair 
•dyed ri'flf, a colour forliidden to be wjru in dress or 



. £m;sas9>' to ClJl^A^ 2o5> 

<^u!pagfe by any except in the service, ar by ojder^ 
«f the sovereign. Hi^ excellency's .j^uard who attended 
Iiiin oa shore, fired a salute in honour of the day, and 
performed a number of military evolutions, to the as- 
tonishment of the native troops^ ^nd to the admiratioa 
of a beholding multitude. ' ' 

Though the country has beep very much depopu^ 
tated by a long civil war, thirty thousand men, ex. 
€rcised daily, were said to be in garrison at Hue-foo„ 
the capital of the kingdom, about forty miles to the 
pofthwarcl of Turon. Their generals have much re« 
llance on the h^voc made by elephants, here trained v 
for wan these, likewise, are occasionally exercised^ 
^nd are obedient to command. Figures of sbldie^^ 
are placed in ranks before the war-elephants, who are 
instructed to assail them most furiously ,^grasping theiti 
with their trunks, throwing some into the air, and 
trampling others under foot: The elephant, however^, 
fe.^en tic by nature, agile though unwieldy; ^nd per- 
fectly inhostile, unless trained to acts of violence, or 
roused by corporal injury : their keeper is generally 
a boy, who mounts upon his neck, and governs him 
with ease ; and the extreme sensibility and abduceajt' 
.power of his proboscis renders it, in many instances j 
equal in activity to the human fingers. 
. The elephant, amoivg the Cochin-chinese, serves 
!tikewise for food, and his flesh is accounted a great 
delicacy. When slaughtered for the table of the king 
or his viceroy, pieces arc cut off and sent as presents 
to persons of rank, as a distinguished mark of favour. 
BulValo has the preference over other beef. It is not 
customary to milk any kind of animal; of course, 
milk constitutes no part of their fuod ; notwithstand- 
ing they have often experienced all the horrors pf a 
famine, occasioped by :the destruction of the contend- 
ing armies. In this dreadful conflict, human flesh is 
Baidto have beeii exposed for sala h} the public mar- 
kets of rhc cij.i^al. 
During the i- syf rection in Cochin-china, the ncig'V, 
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bporing Tung.qqioese seized that oppprtanltv to !n« 
vade the territories of the north,. com prising the capU 

^ tal of the country, and pillaged it, during their ^hort 
stay; of every thing that wasvalaable, especially gold 
and silrcr. The major part of what then escaped 
their rapacity, had been since sent to China to pay 
for the necessaries of life brought thither by the 
junks, an extremity which the miserable inhabitant^ 
had been often pat to, fr0m the devastation of their 
cultured la«d$, aad the destruction of their mana« 
factories. 

The present mountainers are descendants of tliQ 

'original inhabitants of the country; and when th«i( 
ancestprs, in possession of the plains, were invaded bj 
the ChinesL', they retired to the mountains whjch are 
on the confines of Cochin. china to the westward, as 
well as to thtwc which separate it from Cambodia; 
similar to the flight of the ancient Britons iotq 
Wales. ^!hc^Q residents ot the mountains of Cochin* 
china are depicted as rude and barbarous, with 
coarse features and black complexions; whereas, the 
colour of the lovvlandera w^s less d^rk ; and- these 
were conhidcrcd, before the overthrow of the ancient 
government, a civil, ■ affable, and harmless people. 
This simplicity of manners still exists among.thcvagrU 
cultural inhabitants, 

Smoaking is accustom very prevalent in both sexes 
pf the Cochin. chiucse : but the women smoke less 
than the men. Th^y have no wine in the country, but 
indulge themselves in the free use of spirituoui li- 
quors, as vrell as in that of tobacco; and they are 
passionately fond of chewing the arrca-nutand betel- 
loaf, kneaded into a paste with lime and water. The 
men are lazy in thQ extreme; the smoaking of tobacco 
lieing their chief employment ; and a servant always 
attends his master abroad with the apparatus for 

jsmoaking. The women arc remarkable for industry. 
as '^ellat home in domestic affairs, as abroad in culti. 
vatiug the l^Qd. l^ towns they often act as agei^ts 
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tnd brokers for foreign merchants, and cohabit with 
-^em daring their agency ; and in both situations are 
said to act with fidelity. Concabinage is not here ac. 
counted dishonourable. 

The exterior dress of these people was hardly suf- 
ficient to discriminate the sexes. Both wore a looser 
robe with long sleeyes, which corer the hands ; but 
Itersons'of rank, particularly (he ladies, put on three 
of these gowns of different cdours, one OTer the 
other. The undertnof t touched the ground ; the next , 
was semewhat shorter, and the uppermost the shortest 
of all. Small collars were put round the neck of the 
robe; and this ifras suifictently full- to fold ovfer the 
breast. They had no linen, but wore, in lien, next 
<he skin,, vests and trowsers of silk or cotton. To ' 
^e-mplete their dress, every latly puts t>n a girdle, 
irom which hangs a silk bag, having three partitions 
io contain tobacco, areca-nnt, and betel-leaf ; and 
the gentlemen have an ornamented ribband thrown 
ever the shoulder like a belt, having affixed it to a 
imeAl case or purse for their areea-nut and betel. • A 
few of the women appeared in hats, but never with' 
«3{w J and some of the men wore turbans. Neither 
•ex, whatever were their dress, made use of shoesl 

Rice Is the principal object of cultivation, of 
which there are two kinds ; one requiring a wet, the 
•ther a dry soil. The last has the appellation of 
viountain rice. — But besides thi», silk, cotton, pep-^ 
per, cianamoH, coffee, (an^, as were before cxen- 
tioned,) areca-nut, bete!, and tobacco, are also gene- 
rally cultivated. The vine, it is said, grpws sponta- 
neously upon the nibmitains ; but the juice of the 
grape is not made into wine.'— Tlw sweet-scented 
^uila or eagle wood^ so highly esteemed in the east, 
used to be brought hither from the mountains.; but, 
for some years past, no intercourse had subsisted be* 
^weeu the high and low linders^. 

An otiject of natural curiosity preseoted itself to 
vievi^y, a€cldd»t. ypcui a shru^ fn^t iiolik)e> tk« 
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trict, vfzjs built after the above method, bat on a lar- 
ger scale. It had a carved and gilt head, not miich 
utilike that of a tyger, and a stern decorated vfith 
sculpture of various designs, painted in vivid colours. 
In these boats, contrary to European custom, the 
principal sitters are accommodated in the stem. 

The Cochin -Chinese, though little assisted bjr^he 
fostering hand of science, have brought some of the 
arts to great perfection. Prompted by necessity,^ 
they have shewn themselves sufficiently dexterous ia 
making experiments on substances of which the 're« 
suit promised to contribute either to their wants or 
their comfort : the few articles mantifaclured among 
them are such as would not disgrace a more enlight- 
ened nation. Their earthen utensils are neatly made. 
They Understand the cultivating of land ; and in the 
art of refining sugar, they seem to excel Europeans. 
Their- method was this :^ftcr draining the gross syrup 
from it, and that it was become granulated and solid, 
it was sometimes placed in strata, or layers, of about 
one iach id thickness, and ten inches in diameter, un- 
der layers of equal dimensions of the herbaceous part 
of the plantain tree: the aqueous juices which exsude 
from this filter through the sugar, carrying along with 
it all the feculencies which had been boiled up with 
it, and leaving the sugar pure and crystalised. In this 
state it was light, and as porous as a honey-comb, 
and when dissolved left lio impurities at the bottom: 
this was supposed an improvement on the mode prac« 
tiscd elsewhere, which consists in pouring the sugar, 
when granulated, into inverted conical vessels, and 
placing a layer of wet earth upon the upper surface 
of the sugar. But sugar, thus refined, will be less 
pure, than that which is done after the former method. 

The art of smelting ore, scientifically, is not known 
among the Cochin. Chinese, yet they have fallen npoa 
the means of making good iron, and the manufactur. 
\ns of it afterwards into matchlocks, spears, and 
other articles. Their d^xUrity was conspicuous in 
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«11 thtir operations, especially in the Barringtpnian 
flrij in which, from frequent practice, they were be* 
come noted adepts ; neither were they disconcerted 
.wheneter their direptions were detected. 

Besides gold that vt^as found in the rivers, they had 
^Iso seycral mines of the richest ore ; and from the 
pure state in which it was obtained, the gold was ex. 
Iracted'by the simple action of fire: they formed it 
jnto ingots "of about four ounces, aqd made their 
payments with it to foreign nicrchants. It was usedj 
also, as an ornament to their dress and furnitttre, 
)ind sometimes as an embellishment to their swords 
V.nd scabbanls. Prior (o the troubles in Cochin-c^iina, 
not only goUUdust, but also wax, honey, and irbry^ 
>vere brought down from the highlands and exchanged, 
by those rude people, to the iowlanders for cloth, 
jcotton, rice, and iron. 

Silver mines wen\ formerly, cither so rare, or the 
art of refining so little underhtood, that silver used to 
be imported from abroad, and bartered for gold, to 
the advantage of the importers. .But, lately, either 
new mines of silver must have been osplored, or a 
mor^ facile mode of purifying it practised, inasmuch 
as it was. now the chief medium of exchange for goods 
from abroad, and was made up, for thai purpose, in 
bars of abo4it twelve ounces. 

The lower class of these people transfer their 
wives and daughters on moderate terms, and without 
the least scruple ; and treat all affairs of gallantry 
with perfect indifference: the higher orders cxercbe 
authority over their wives by confining them ; and 
injustice over the people, by oppressing thera« Sub- 
ordination among them is scrupulously maintained-— 
evinced by numerous instances of abject humiliation. 

The first degree of rank here was the military,who 
held the people in the greatest subjection ; the ne^t 
was that of the judges: the power delegated to both 
jvas equally abused, to the oppression of their infe* 
pors, Trirtlfe Jf t 'aw were conducted W}tlf much seem* 
■ ' X 3 " . ' 
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iiig formality and apparent equity, biit a favourab^ 
decree was always to be obtained by bribes. Both 
parties, indeed, made presents, but the most liberal 
donor was likely to be the successful litigant. 

Painting and sculpture are entirely unknown to lh<j 
Cochin-chinese : but the science of harmony has beea 
'not unsuccessfully cultivated; they h aye bath wind 
aiid string instruments, upon which they played seve- 
ral pieces of music in a stylo that was not expected: 
their instruments were rude, but their general prio^ 
cipics and intentions were, the same as in Europe. la 
performing, they keep excellent time, and measure 
the bars by a regular niovcment of both hand an4 
foot. 

Among their various amusements, the drama fills 
up a part of their vacant hours. The embassador ac, 
cepted an invitation from, the governpr of the district, 
to dine on shore on the 4th of June, his Britannic 
majesty's birfh.day, andagrand repast was provided 
on the occasion. A play was afterward^ performed, 
in a manner superior to any thing before exhibited. 
It was a kind of historical opera, with the recitative, 
air, and the qhorus, in strict conformity to the estab, 
lished mode of the Italian stage ; and several of the 
female singers met with, and merited, mu^ih applause. 
The embassador's band performed occasionally, but 
their music was by no means approved of. 

The embassador \fas received in a building hung 
with printed cotton, of British manufacture, and the 
soldiers who a^ttended tfie governor had outside vest* 
ments of red cloth, also supposed to have come from 
England. But their chief trade is with the Portug^uese 
at Macao, who supply them with goods of an inferior 
quality, from ^he Canton market, and who, ia their 
dealings, experience m^ny e;iactions from the exccu* 
tive government. 

The soldiery of Cochin-china were armed with 
sabres, and long pikes decorated with tufts of hair 
•dyed rtfff a colc^ir forbidden to be worn in dress or 
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cqnipagfe hy aoy except in the service, or by oxder^ 
«f thesQYcreign. Hi? ej(,cellency';s .guard who attended 
Iiirn oa shore^ fired a salute in honour of the day, and 
l^erformed a number of military evolutions, to the as* 
tonishment of the native troops^ and to the admiration 
of a beholding multitude. ' ' 

Though the country has beep Tcry much depopu. 
lated by a long civil war, thirty thousand men^ ex- 
€rcised daily, were said to be in .garrison, at Hue-foO|» 
the capital of the kingdom, about forty miles to the 
porthward of Turon. Their generals have much re- 
liance on the h^voc made by elephants, here trained ^ 
for wari these, likewise, are occasionally exercised^ 
^nd are obedient to command. Figures of sbldie^-'S 
are placed in ranks before the war-elephants, who are 
instructed to assail them most furiously ,^grasping thcnfi 
with their trunks, throwing some into the air, and 
trampling others under foot: The elephant, however^ 
is^entle by nature, agile though unwieldy; and per- 
fectly inhostile, unless trained to acts of violence, or 
roused by corporal injury : their keeper is generally 
a boy, who mounts upon his neck, and governs him 
with ease ; and the extreme sensibility and abducent' 
.power of his proboscis renders it, in many instances, 
equal in activity to the human fin*;crs, 
. The elephant, amoug the Cochin-chinese, serves 
likewise for food, and his (iesh is accounted a great 
delicacy. When slaughtered for the table of the king 
or his viceroy, pieces arc cut off and sent as presents 
to persons of rank, as a distinguished mark of favour. 
Buifialo has the preference over other beef. It is not 
customary to milk any kind of animal; of course, 
milk constitutes no part of their fuod ; notwithstand- 
ing they have often ej;perienced all the horrors pf a 
famine, occasioned by ^the destruction of the contend- 
ing armies. In this dreadful conflict, human flesh is 
iaidto hare beeii exposed for sale in the public mar- 
kets of the c.j i<al. 
During (he i* tyrrcction Jb Cochin- china, the nclgh*. 
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boaring Tung^qqiaese seized that oppprtanltjr to in. 
vade the territories of the north^comprisiog the capU 
tal of thcv Country, and pillaged it, during their ^hort 
stay; of every thing that was valuable, especially gold 
and siWcr. The major part of what then escaped 
their rapacity, had been since sept to China to pay 
for the necessaries of life brought thither by the 
junks, an extremity which the miserable inhabitant^ 
had been often put to, frflmthe devastation of their 
cultured la«d$, and the destruction of their manu* 
factories. 

The present mountainers are descendants of tb^ 
' original inhabitants of the country; and when their 
ancestQrs, in possession of the plains, were invaded by 
the Chinesi, they retired to the mountains wh]ch are 
on the confines of Cochin-china to the westward, as 
well as to thiMc which separate it from Cambodia; 
similar to the flight of the ancient Britons intq 
Wales. Thcie residents oX the mountains of Cochin^ 
china are depicted as rude and barbarous, with 
coarse features and black complexions; whereas, the 
colour of the lowlanders w^s less d^rk ; and-thes^ 
were considered, before the overthrow of the andent 
fuvernment, a civil,' affable, and harmless people. 
This simplicity of manners still exists among. the- agri. 
cultural Inhabitants. 

Smoakiug is accustom very prevalent in both sexes 
of the Cochin. chiacse : but the women smoke less 
than the men. Th^y have no wine in the country, but 
indulge themselves in the free use of sp^rituoua li- 
quors, as well as in that of tobacco ; and they are 
passionately fund of chewing' the areca-nutand betel, 
leaf, kneaded into a paste with lime and water. The 
men are lazy in thQcxtrcrae; the smoaking of tobacco 
l)eing their chief employment ; and a servant always 
attends his master abroad with the apparatus for 
j^moaking. The women are remarkable for industry. 
^s well at home in domestic affairs,- as abroad in culti. 
vatmg the l^Qd. In towns they often act as agents^ 
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tud brokers for foreign merchants, and cohabit with 
iiiefn during their agency ; and in both situations are 
said to act with fidelity. Concubinage is not here ac. 
counted dishonourable. 

The exterior dress of these people was hardly suf- 
ficient to discriminate the sexes. Both wore a l-ooser 
Fobe with long sleeves, which corer the hands ; but 
l^ersons'of ranky particularly the ladies, put on three 
«f these gowns of different colours, one oyer the 
other. The miderinofft touched the ground ; the next , 
was somewhat shorter, and the uppermost the shortest 
of all. Small collars were put round the neck of the 
Tobe; and this itas sufficiently full- to fold ovfer the 
breast. They had no linen, but wore, in lien, next 
the skin,, Tests and trowsers of silk or cotton. To 
Iromplete their dress, eyery lady puts t>n a girdle, 
fpoitt which hangs a silk bag, having three partition* 
io contain tobacco, ftrfeca?nnt, and betel.leaf ; and 
the gentlemen have an ornamented ribband throwif 
OTorthe shoulder Kke a belt, having affixed it to a 
ihoorll case or purse for their areea^nut and betel.- A 
few of the women appeared in hats, but never with' 
caps ; and some of the m^n wore turbans. Neither 
sex, whatever were their dress, made use of shoesl 

Rice IS the principal object of cultivation, of 
which there are two kinds ; one requiring a wet, the 
other a dry soil. The last has the appellation of 
mountain rice. — But besides this, silk, cotton, pep-^ 
per, cinnamon, coffee, (an^, as were before men- 
tioned,) areca-nut^ betel, and tobacco, are also gene^ 
rally cultivated. The vine, it is said, grpws spoota- 
neously upon the mountains; but the juice of the 
^rape is not made into wine,— Tlve sueet-seented 
agttila or eagle wood, so highly esteemed in the east, 
used to be brought hither from the mountains,; but, 
for some years past, no intercourse had subsisted be* 
^ween the high and low Under&. 
' An object of natural curiosity presented itself to 
vievi^y. accident, ypcui a shrui» fn^t unUke- tte 
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CalKio^ S0 called by its inhabitants, bftt b^-Euro- 
peans Campelio, is opposite to the mouth of a large 
river on the coast of Cochin-china, about eight miles 
to the eastward ; on the banks of .which stands the 
town of Fai-foo, a place wetl known, at no great 
distance from the harbour of Turon. The bearing 
of the highest peak of Callao from this harbour, 19 
about south-east, distant thirty miles. The extreme 
points of the island lie in fifteen degrees fifty-three 
minutes, and fifteen degrees fifty. sev^en minutes norilt 
latitude ; the greatest length is from north-west ta 
j»outh.east, and is about 'five miles ; and its mean 
breadth two miles. The south-west coast is the ooly 
inhabited part of the island. The lower grouncfa 
contain about two hundred acres of good fertile 
land, diversified with temples, houses, shrubberies, 
and trees of various kinds ; and a stream of pure wa« 
ter issuing from the mountains, is directed throagh 
sluices along the ridges of the vale, to refresh the 
ribe grounds in dry seasons. — The uumber of houses' 
upon the island was about sixty, of which thirty 
were in the principal village, chieOy built of wood; 
a few, however, of stoney covered with tiles; and 
the appearance of the whole was clean and decent. 
Behind every house, not immediately in the village, 
were growing, in a state of exuberance, sugar-canes, 
tobacco, and various kinds of vegcts^bles. 

Exclusive of the prmcipal bay there were seven' 
«andy inlets, an4 at the back of these small parcels 
of level groirad. These entrances formed tolerable 
landings for boats ; but steep and rugged rocks, 
which separated them from each other, rendered any 
commnnication between them difficulty if not im- 
practicable ; so that very slight works would he suffi- 
cient to defend the island, 'the water in the Lay 
was deep enough for ships of thei heaviest burden, ani 
they were perfectly sheltered from every windj 
except the south-east, to which quarter it was imni& 
diately o|}eti.'^Tbe distance betwfkt this andxChin^ 
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^^=r0rt; a passagcy with a fair monsoon, was 

5 j^^r dr fire days* If, therefore, the impcdi. 

\'i resirietions which impecte a freer intor- 

y^/iPth China could be rcmoyed, a settlement at 

^slifn^ would be of as much advantage to great 

\» to any European nation ; because, indc 

of this new channel for the consumption of 

Aanufactur^s, it would secure to the British 

j[rts c^ Hindustan an important demand for 

joductions, 

- ^rations w^ere now making by the squadron 

departure. They had been about fourteen 

Turou harbour, and the monsoon having set 

irably, promised a quick passage to the coast 

la. The invalids, who had been on shore the 

ime, were returned on board in better health, 

> ship was free from every kind of contagion* 

•escngers and crew had to regret the decease of 

hy man, Mr. TottiilU purser of the Lion ; and 

' abQn't -the .same time, much temporary nneati- 

vas creati'd for tlKj fate of Mr. Jackson, the 

r, as well as for a boat's creW. He had gone 

le of the ship's boats to take the Sound jjngs and 

ings of the eastern shore, on the peninsula of Tu. 

and was expected to return the satne night. AI} 

ext day elapsed wiiliout any tidings of him^ and of 

sc his friends were alarmed for his safety, recol- 

ig the perfidiousncss and cruelties exercised 

)st strangers npon the coast. The nimonr 

h had been Spread that he, the boat's crew^ and 

oat, had been seized and detained, was soon con- 

id by a Mandarine, who acknowledged that some 

gners had been taken up for attempting to 

tratc, iq the night time, one of the rivers in a 

icious, if not in an unwarrantable manner. This 

a very unpleasant circumstance, as it was possi- 

hat a tedious discussion with the acting govern- 

t might arise from the subject, whjch, in its cob- 

cnces; ui^tin some respects impede th« business 

ir 
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of the embassy* The embassador, hoWeyer, claimed 
them, aqd a promise was givea that they, their boat, 
artd e£fects, should all be restored. A few days after 
they did return, but in their captivity they had suffered 
much fatigue and many indignities from the people, 
independent of the cruelties exercised over them by 
the inferior officers. 

This incident furnished Mr. Jackson with an op- 
'portunity of making some pertinent remarks on 
' that pa>t of the country through whix^hhe was march- 
ed. He stated that, intending to make a. survey of 
the eastern coast of the • peninsula, he kept along 
shore till He reached the isthmus' point, when the sea. 
breeze set in. He then stood towards the entrance of 
Fai.foe river ; and being assnred tbat it was a braach 
of another river of which another branch, at a short 
distance, fell iuto the harbour of Turon, he thought 
of returning that way to the sh^p. After proccedioi; 
twenty miles in various directions, about eight at 
night he found hims<;'lf before a large town on the 
bank of a rivor, . Having remained there about two 
hours, he was beckoned on shore by two armed gal- 
leys ; but he had no sooner landed than he was 
seized by fourteen men, and taken to a house in the 
town, where he and the rest remained prisoners all 
Tjight. The next mornirtg they were all removed 
from thence handcnifed, to a fort at a short distance 
from^the town, and treated with much inhumanity till 
the arrival of a person of authority, who, apparently, 
was greatly displeased at' their behatiour. They 
were afterwards marched for two days through the 
country, scoffed by their conductors, and derided hj 
the populace, till at length, being escorted %o their 
boat, they got on board and steensd for Tar on har. 
lour. 

In marching through the oountry to the south. west 
of Turon, Mr. Jackson observed it wis Idvel and 
fertile.. He saw lAatiy rivers and canals fall of boats 
of various si«es. They lay before ^ Um.tt thre^ 



EMBASSr TO CHII^A, 243 

quarters of a mile long, (distant from the sea twelve 
miles) whose houses were built with red brick :. the^r 
passed through two other large towns ; in one the 
market was stored with rice, yams, sweet potatoes, 
greens, pumpkins, melons^ sugar (in wide circular 
casks, at three hs^lfpcnce a pouiid), sugar canes, 
poultry,, and hogs. Stalls were erected in the .mar- 
ket, built with bamboo, for the sale of cloths and 
other ^articles. The country seemed exceedingly 
populous, . and both men and women ver^ indusv 
trious. '^ ' 

Narrow paths, in cultivated grounds, ser?ed as 
distinctions of landed property, for they had no 
fences whatever. The land was ploughed by a cou- 
ple of buffaloes; and the plough appeared to be all 
of wood. Children were employed in picking cotton 
from the pod ; and women in spinning and weaving 
it. The horses he sa^ were small, but mettlesome ; 
they had many goats, and there were some mbles and 
asses. The civil officers treated the people like ty^ 
rants, the soldiers likp brutes ; both kept them under 
gresat subjeciion. Their arms consisted of spears^ 
long pike», ai)d cutlasses. He saw no cannon, but 
sereral wall.pieqss with beil-like muzzles ; there were 
no carriages of any kind x neither, indeed, were the 
paths made wide enough to admit them. 

Since Tqng-quin had submitted to the arms of the 
lata usurper, the whole of the Cochin-chioese territo. 
ries occupied the space between the twelfth degree of 
northern latitude, and the tropic of Cancer, and its 
lireadth not quite two degrees of longitude. These 
domains are bbunded to the w^stw^^rd by a cordon 
of 'mountains, which lie contiguous to the. kingdoms 
of Laos, Siam, and Cambodia; Cochin.ohina and 
Tung.quin are washed by the sea to the eastward; 
this has the Chinese province of Yunman to the 
northward; and that of Tsiompa to the southward : 
the whole comprises ^.bout ninety-five thousand square 
milea, ' 
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Notice was giyen to the (Officers of the Cochin.chi- 
ncse goverament that the squadron was about to quit 
its preieut station. This was answered by a message 
of complinieBt from the reiorning prince, attended by 
a secon^d present of rice a:id other provisions. The 
embassador replied with appropriate civility and 
thaaks, and signified his intention of returning to 
Cochin-china, if practicable, after he should hare tu 
sited the court of Pekin. The squadron then weighed 
anchor, and sailed from Turon oa thp sixteeiith of 
June, 1793. 

For the first three days after their departure thej 
met with currents which set in various directions, 
arising from .different causes ; and on the twes- 
tieth of June the ship discorered a high acami- 
nated island, called by Europeans the Grand La^ 
drone. Near it was another, less lofty, but more 
level upon its top : and the saipe day the main land 
of China came in sight, bearing north-north.east. 

On the twenty-first of June the squadron anchored 
io twelve fathoms water, under the lee of Chook- 
tphoo, another of the Ladrones ; which place bore 
south by west, distant three miles, and ^hc Grand La- 
drone W. S. W. three leagues. The latitude of the 
Grand Ladrone was found to be twenty-one degrees 
iifty^two minutes north, and the longitude a huridred 
and thirteen degrees thirty-six minutes east ; the lati. 
tude of Chook-tchoo twenty.one degrees fifty. fire 
minutes north ; longitude a hundred and ^thirteen de- 
grees forty.four minutes east. The abov^ longitudes, 
which were ascertained from correct data, awd accurate 
calculations, are a few miles leSs eastt^rly 4haQ what 
they have been supposed to lie in. 

The rocks adjoiuing the sea which border the 
island, are of a dark brown colour, and mach honey, 
combed, by reason of the action of the salt water. 
They arc .component masses of clay, a sm.all proper- 
iion of calx of iron, and a considerable one of flinty 
earth, and of mica, a genus of the talc ; and thi& sioil 
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ppoa the surface of the island seemed to.partal^e of 
their combined properties. Some springs ^re found 
upoli these islands, whose water is neither brackish 
nor chalybeate. 

The squadron being pow on the borders of China, 

the embassador gate directions for the Jackall and 

Clarence brig§ ta proceed to Macao, on the business 

of the embassy. On this occasion, two Chinese, 

brought from Europe, who during the pasgage had 

associated with the interpreters, wished to embrace 

that opportunity of returning to their native land, and 

accordlpgly solicited his excellency's permission. 

*rhe conduct of both had been e;icemplary during th« 

passage ; and one of them, an adept in the Chinese 

characters, had occasionally assisted the interpreters 

in the way of their profession, ^^cfpre his depar- 

tare his excellency pressed him often toq,ccept of liio- 

iiey and pi^e^ents, as a compeiisation for his trouble ; 

but he was inflexible ia his refusals, dccLiring, at the 

same time, his perfect esteem for the Englibh nation ; 

and that gratitude for the ciTilities ^hich had been 

shewn him, would compel him, when in China, to do 

justice to its character, to the extent of his inituencr. 

One of the interpreters was also desirous of retiring 

from the service of the embassy, through fear of be. 

pg detected, jkud punished conformable to the laws 

pf his country ; for leaving it without licence, and 

for accepting an employment from a foreigner. The 

case of the other interpreter ifas exactly similar, but 

he had less apprehensions and more fortitude: and 

was determined, at all even ts, to fulfil his engage. 

ment. To prevent detection', he was dressed in ai^ 

l^nglish military uniform, with sword and cockade ; 

^ndthou^l^ a native of Tartary, subject to China, his 

features were not so strongly marked as to betray^ his 

country, and he anglicised his name as an additionar 

precaution. ^ 

' The other three Chinese embarked for Macao, with 

the persons djjrdered thither bjr^he embassador; oa the 
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business before mentioned. The secretary also car. 
rled.with him dispatches from thegovernment.generai 
of the Dutch East Iqdi^ settJemeuts, to their resident 
in China, With instructions to aid the views of the Bri. 
^ish embassy ; and letters to the same purport from 
the cardinal prefect of the congregation for propaga*. 
ting the faith at Rome, to the procurator of the mis- 
sions residing at Macao. The English factory stiK 
ifemained there, none of the ships having yet arriTei 
from Europe that season, in the river Canton. 

On the return of the twp brigs from Macao, the 
embassador' received information from the Englisii 
East India company's commissioners, that '* his im- 
perial majesty's disposition to afford a reception to 
the embassy, suitable to its dignity, had not suffered 
fho^east diminution, as appeared by his repealed in- 
structions on this subject to the different govern- 
ments upon the coast. He /had given orders for 
Mandarines to await his excellency's arrival, and 
the pilots to be properly stationed to take •charge of 
his iliajcsty'S ships, and to conduct them in safety to 
Tion-siag, as well as to prepare ^or receiving the em- 
bassador,, and conveying him and suite to PAin; 
concluding his commands with these remarkable 
words, ' that as a great Mandarine had come so far 
to \'isit him J he must be received in U disfinguisJied 
manner y and anszcerable to (hs occasion.^ " 

The commissioners, however, formed the opinion, 

, roUected from facts, that the governing officers of thai 
place, to whom the embassy was exceedingly ob- 

» noxious, had contravened the disposition and inclt« 
nations of tlie emperor towards Europeans ; and that 
nothing could be so desirable, nor so advantageous, 
to the East India compj^ny, as the effecting oif a free 
communication between their servants and the court 
of Pekin. The Hoppo, or chief officer of the revenue, 
aud inspector of foreign trade, was the most alarmed. 
lie stood self-convicted by his manifold acts ofop- 
presiAon, e^^iorti^n^ and Injustice, and viewing -the 
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intent of tho embassy ia no other light than to pro. 
cure a redress of grievances, he was terrified at ik^ 
thought of aa iavestigaiion, and employed all hift^m 
and interest to counteract its tendency. 

The Foo*yen, or Governor of Canton, whose 

idea of the business coincided with that of the Hop* 

po, was not without his apprehensions ; and was still 

anxious to know the private objects of th§ embassy* 

Persuading himself that the commissioners must b^ 

acquainted with them^ as well as with the persons to 

be denounced, he assured the Commissioners, that 

^^ if they would disclose them to him, he would confine 

the matter within his own breast and that of the em^ 

peroirjV They .yery properly replied, that as far atf 

came M^ithin their knowledge, there was no other 

-view than that of paying a just compliment to 

liis imperial majesty, and of cultivating his friend^ 

ship. 

The commissioners had been repeatedly pressed to 
write to the embassador to stop i't Canton, where aU 
foreign vessels came, in lieu of going to Tien.sin|[» 
By this artifice they hoped to. dive into thosu sup« 
i>osed intentions, and if such existed, to retard the 
progress of tHe embassy ; probably by corrupting th^ 
integrity of the pilots in subjecting them to be bias* 
£ed4)yitttriguingtper6ons confessedly against thV 4^e2U 
liure. 

Some of the European factorijas stillentertainei 
jealousies on the occasion ; but the Dutch had availed 
themselves of the nascent infiucnce.of the English to 
avoid the usual imposts laid on foreigners who re. 
roove^from Canton to Macao. The emperor's notifi. 
cation had made such an impression on, the olficer;i 
^f government at Canton, thai several new taxes 
.which originated with and were claimed by the Hop* 
po, in the article of customs, had, since* the ariiiral 
•of the commissioners, been given up, on an absoiuta 
wfusal to.«uba^Lt to them.; and thi^ without any cq;^ 
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sequent delay ia shipping the companfy's fesm, Tlie 
suspected complaints w^ilch he deprecated, had ex. 
torted ff'om him instances of forbearapce, and acts Qf 
civility. . 

The goTernorof Canton had demanded a list of the 
presents intended for the emperor ; and as the cum. 
sity of the court o( Pekin had been roused on the oc- 
casion, he wished for the paeans of gratifying it* B^ 
laid it down as a qecessary condition ; affirming that 
<( Be could not send the letter announcing theeoibas. 
aador's approach, with an offering to his master, 
without transmitting the particulars of it*'^ Tbe 
eomTn!B3ioners, who discovered that much importance 
was attached to the nature of the presents, gave all the 
information they were able concerning them, bat de. 
clared their knowledge of the business ^as rery li- 
milted, S9 they*had left England prcTious^to many of 
them being provided. 

The embassador received information, also, from the 
commissioners, that two of the' natite merchants of 
Canton had got orders to be in readiness to go tqany 
part of the coast, whenever intelligence should be ob. 
tained that any of his majesty's ship$ bad arrived 
there with the embassador, and probabJy to proceed 
to court with bis excellency. It was conjectiireq 
ihey were to serve as interpreters, as well a^ to treat 
for any merchandize which might be sent with the era* 
bassadbr for sale* The commissioners, howerer^ 
were of opinion, that theextensive traffic between th6 
said merchants and the company might suffer by their 
absence, and for that reason intreated the govern, 
ment not to take them from their business, inasmuch 
as the embassador was already acQpmmodated «rith ip«. 
terprctcrs, and that therie were no goods of any kind 
for sale on board the ships which attended the embaissyj 
These merchants, besides being illqualified for inter, 
preters, would haye suffered considerably in their af^ 
fairs by the journey ; they, thereforp^ backed the p4^« 
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tUion ^7 making liberal presents to theofl&cerd of the 
go^eflnment of Cuntoo, and were in consequence ex- 
cused (r^in leajTing their qoncecns* 
. 1 1 itad been the custom, on former embassies, to 
send €)ne 0f the jntissionartes^ attached to the palace^ 
tQ meet and accompany the embassador to court, but 
even with these, a change of system had been rcsoi?^ 
ed on. Due precautions had been taken, from the 
moment the French reyolution and its concomitaoit 
calamities were known at Fekin, to prevent the in«: 
troduction*and dissemination of similar principles. 
And though foreigners were not ezciudcd from enter« 
ing into Canton, and that missionaries were still ^Ld^ 
ntitted into China, and, as adepts in the sciences, en« 
cpivagedin the capital, yet ithetrcojiduct was narrow* 
ly watched, and their correspondopce intercepted 
and examined by the vigilant anil suspicious govern* 
sfient of China. 

The inference deducible from the above is obvious ; 
that on the present occas.ion, of communicat;ing with , 
foreigners^ the Chinese. would naturally give the pre.«. 
ference to their own subjects ; nearly in which light, 
from along uninterrupted. connection, they consider* 
«d the Portuguese of the ^dependent settlement of 
Macao. Some friendly offices, however, were to po. 
expected from these in behalf of the English in con. 
sequcpce of the strict alliance which sub.sisted be^ 
tfvixt the two nations. But the embassador was as*, 
sured, on the best authority, that the Portuguese still 
retained their ancient policy of a monopoly, and 
were exerting their influence to exclude all foreignera 
ff om China. Hi».exccllency then. had principally to 
rely on the impression whiiih his own conduct and 
that of his suite might make on the Chinese, for dis^ 
sipating the jealousies, and removing the prejudices 
entertained against the English, as well as for sur- 
mounting every obstacle that might be thrown in hi^ 
>vay. to counteract the tendency of the embassy* 
Jhe brigs being returned f^ooxMacao; the squadrqy 
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sgot under way, 'and left Chookcboo on the twenty, 
third of June. The wind was favourable for their 
course towards the straits which separate the conti* 
nent of China from the island of 'Formosa, or, as the 
Chinese call it, Tai-wan. The same day the ships 
passed between two small islands, one, from its bi. 
furcated appearance, called Asses' Ears, the other 
Lema, both environed with rocks, and uncultivated. 
B7 meridional pbservations, and the aid of tims^ 
keepers, the situations of thefe islands are 

I*t-«f JI!^.^"?'.^""' |i'""f North, 

i^»«- 1 : : : : m-irl^'- 

On the 24th of Jane, a Hrge eleyated rock was 
descried, which being perfectly white, has obtained 
from the Portugaese, who first discoyered it, the 
name of Bfidra Branc0. Its latitiide is twentj-twp 
degrees nineteen minutes north, longitude a hundred 
and fourteen degree^ fifty-^seven minutes east. At 
noon the thermometer was at eighty-four degrees, 
and the barometer , at twenty-nine inches seventy. 
three decimal parts. During the la$t twenty-four 
hours, a current had set north by east, at the rate of 
a mile an hour. 

The next day the fiquadron crossed the tropic of 
Cancer. An extraordinary degree of redness thai 
evening attended the setting sun. Th^ quicksilver 
fell suddenly in the barometer ; and the wind, before 
moderate^ changed now to a fr^sh gate from the south^ 
west. 

The morning of the 26th came in with heavy 
squalls, attended with rain, thunder, und lightning; 
but there was a calm before noon.- The sea, "not* 
withstanding, kept up for some time. The thermo. 
meter stood at eighty-two degrees, and the barometer 
at twenty«nine inches sixty-three decimal parts. 
During the remainder of the day, the wind veered 
from south-east to south by west; and the wcatbef 
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being squally, (!ii<;k and hazy, attended ' wilh rnvtch 
rain, no obserration could be taken; 

It is a custom among the Chinese sailors, trhen it 
rains, to change their cotton cloaths for jackets and 
trowsers, made of straight uncompressed re^ds, placed 
parallel to each other; and to wear a slouched hat 
formed of the same texture and materials. The rain 
slides off their surfaces as water does off the feathers of 
aquatic birds. 

On the 27th of June, the- weather was likewise 
squally, with conttnue,d heavy runs, and a disagree- 
able cross swell of the s^a. By observation, a cur« 
' rent, within the last three days, ftad run forty-eight 
miles in the direction of north seventy- two degrees 
east, equal to ^two- thirds of a mile an houn The, 
thermometer at noon stood at seventy-nine degreeif, 
and the barometer at twenty-nine inches seventy, 
three decimal parts. 

On the Sath of JiHie, the weather was moderate ; 
the wind variable, but chiefly from the north ; and 
there was a heavy swell setting easterly. Thesqua« 
dron having now cleared the strait, a current was ' 
observed to set to the westward, at the rate of about 
half a mile an hour. The weather being moderate, 
a« course was shaped towards the tslandf of Chu-san. 
The weather proved very hazy on the 29th, The 
soundings noir were ascertained to decrease from 
fifty-two to twenty-twQ fathoms ; and at this time 
' tile ships perceived a cluster of islands, distant a Tery 
few miles, called the Hey-san, or 31ack Islands ; lit- 
tle else than barren rocks. Their latitude is tweuty-> 
eight degrees fiftyithre^ minutes north, and longi- 
tude a hunared and twenty.one degrees twcnty-fo^r 
minutes east. v 

On the 30th of June the squadron had^ thickr , 
weather, with a moderate south-west breeze. As 
they were now standing to the northward, the soundl 
ings increased from twcntyi^two to thirty^two fa-*^ 
thorns* t 
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©n tHe lit of July, they met with haiy ire&tlic^^ 

with drizzling rain ;' the wind sovthWly, but Tariabld. 

This day another cluster of islands, callod the Quee. 

tfao, were observed, and, the ndxt day the 9t)uadroa 

advancing near them, anchored in- nine fathoms water. 

The highest and most soatherly of these, called by the 

£ngU6h Patchcofck,' bore north' by west four miles. 

It is situated in latitude twenty-nine degrees twenty. 

two minutes north, longitude, 'by chronometer^ a huH- 

dred and twenty.one degrees fifty- two minutes east. 

/ On the third of July the squadron weighed anchor, 

and stood in, not without difficulty, nearer to Cbu- 

tan, by reason of a multiplicity of boats around 

them. There were some thousands in sight. Three 

hundred crouded about the Lion, from one tf 

which a pilot was procured by the Hindostan. Ife 

conducted her off Trc(*«.a top island, and anchored 

her four 'miles to the southward of it; but the 

Lion' and Jackall stood in, and came to between the 

Ploughman and Buffalo's Nosfe. From hence some 

of the gentlemen, with the interpreter, were dis- 

|)atched in the Clarence to Chu^san,- to bring down 

the pilots who had been ordered to carry the ships to 

Tien-sing. 

The Lion* got a supply from Plowroan's island, 
consisting of bullocks, goats, and fowls, on reason, 
able terms ; and offish, from boats which were along, 
aide. The number of visitors who came to^ see the 
£hip was^so great that all the decks were filled ; atid 
it was fouifd necessary to send off, successively, one 
party to make room fOr another, who were eqoaliy 
anxious to be gratified. Some of them observing, in 
the great cabin, the portrait of the emperor of 
China, immediately prostrated themselves in humble i 
adoration, kissing the ground repeatedly ; and after I 
rising, looked with grateful complacency towards 
the exalted possessor. 

The Clarence, in her passage toChu-san harbour, 
anchored^'the first evening, a little to iim southward 
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t>f Keg*to.[K)iat, ia sleventeen fathoms water; and. 
^o good a look.out was kept, that iateUigeoce oif Imt 
ap|)roach had already beep received at Chu'-san. An 
officer, from a Chinese vessel, paid a visit on board^ 
who, pursuant to instructions, conducted th^ Cla« 
rcncc, with his boat, the next morning into Cha-<aa 
harbour. 

Three hundred islands aae said to be comprbed ba* 
iween the Quee-sans and Chu-saii harbour ; a space 
bf about sixty miles in length and thirty in width ; 
among which there are many valuable and oommodi. 
ous harbours ; ht foi* ships of the greatest burtheo. 
This advautstge, added to its central situation, with re- 
gard to the eastern coast of ^hina, and its contiguity 
to Corea, japan, Leoo.keoo, and Formosa, make It 
a plaCiLof great trade, particularly at Ning.poO) a 
great coinmercial city, bordering on the province of 
Tche.tchiung, to which are annexed all the Chu-san 
islands. Twehe vessels are di^Mitched annually foi; 
coppet, from one of its ports to Japan. 

The occasion of the Clarence'^ arrival betug made 
known to some civil and military officers, i^trho came 
on board for that purpose, accompanied by a Chinese 
merchant as interpreter, it was agreed ihit ihfi parj^ 
should disembark in the morning tp wait on the g^ 
vcrnor, and to make the demand. This interpreter^ ' 
formerly concerned in trade -iflth tlie ageot^ of the 
East India Company while thev wcice permitted to 
frequent this coast, had not ^tirely forgot|tea &e 
English language. In a conversation with him he de- 
clared, that the English had given no cause fotuni^ 
brage ; that he attributed the interdiction to the in- 
trigues and interested views of the governing officers 
of Canton ; and, perhaps, dreading an inaovatioii ifi 
principles, to that jealous eye with which ti^ Chilaese 
government always regarded straogers. ' 

As soon as the governor had information that the 
Clarence belonged to the embassy, he ordered prOf^ 
visions of every kind on boaid* lie also politicly r«« 

TOU XX. s 
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ceh«d the gtnUemeii on shore the next momiiig, afffl 
inrited them to partake of dramatic and other amuse, 
inentt. Re had before been apprised of the embas. 
sador's arriyal in the Don, and had sent his excel* 
lency a formal inTitation to his house, witere splendid 
preparations were making for his reception. The ar. 
dent desire of repairing with all speed into the pre. 
tence^of the emperor was admitted as a stilBcietit apo. 
logy ; as Well as for nrging an early departure of (he 
pilots. 

The governor had provided pilots who were cape 
ble only of carrying them to the next port, at which 
others were succfssively to be procured, til) thfj 
fhotild arrire at. Tienlsing. The danger of coasting 
with saeh large ships, the freq[uent bccaston to cast 
anchor, and a desire for a dirtet navigation to the 
Gulf, of Pekin being insisted on, he requested till 
B6Xt morning to determine on the business. 

la the interim the party went to view the [city of 
Ting-hai, about a mile distant. It is environed by a 
wall thirty feet high, overtopping (he houses, most of 
which have Only one story. Several square stone 
towers were erected upon the walls } in the parapets 
were embrasures, and in the merlons holes for ar. 
chery* Within *ki double gate was a guard-house, 
furnished with bows and arrows, matchlocks and 
pikes, all placed in proper order ; and Soldiers were 
there on duty. The town had many bridges, being 
intersected by canals ; the streets were narrow, paved 
with square flat stones ;* the shops numerous, and the 
goodd for sate well displayed; especially coffins, 
which Were painted in Tarious colours. I^gs and 
other 6mall quadrupeds, poultry, fish in tubs of 
water, and eels in sand, all intended for food, irer^ 
exposed alive for sale. Both setes were dressed ia 
loose garments and trOwsers; no patfpers about the 
Mrefets ; industry seenied to prevail ; ^nd the "fields 
w6re, cultivated like a garden. 

Women of the middling and inferior classes, aping 



Hia uilfiatBral custom of their supcrion^ who' con^ 
■sider a smafl foot as a mark of beauty, snifar much 
pain and ini^onrenience Jby having their feejfc maimed, 
and distorted. The great toe is the only one left to' 
act with freedom, the (est are doubled down under « 
their foot in their tenderest infancy, and retained 
by compresses and tight bandages, till they unite 
vrith, and are buried in th^ sole« ThisgiTes tiiem an/ 
awkward) kobbUug gait, causing them to walk upda 
their heds, and to totter as they pass. Tha sama 
pressure is applijpd by some to the ancle. A model w.a» 
procured of a Chinese lady's foot, and an engrayini^ 
taken from it. Some of the female mountaineers o£ 
the lowest class are exempt from this barbarous cus.' 
torn ; but they are holden in the greatest contappt.. 
by the others ; neither is. this'habit practised in Hi«* 
dostan, or Turkey, where women are kept mora 
closely confined than in China. 

In the morning the party went, by appointment^ 
to the hall of audience, a spacious .building with gaU 
leries around it. The foof was siipp4irted by pillars 
of wood ; and those, with the beams and rafters^ 
weri^ painted rfed, and highly varnished. Round the 
eolunns, and under the cross beams,, were a great 
number of lamps, or lanterns, of Taripus shapes and 
sizes, suspended by silken cords. The luminating part 
of some were made of thin silk, having various devicet 
of needlework ; others, not less than twp feet i|i di«. 
ameter, of a oylindrie form, were made ^f one unU 
form piece of horn, which being lighter Ihan, is pre^ 
ferred to glass. They are in common use, not onlyr 
in their houses, bat in their temples. 
^ The «eams or joinings are rendered invisible by a% 
art found out by the Chinese, of which the following 
is said, to be * pretty eiact description. The horns,; 
chiefly those of sjie^ and goats, ace to be put into, 
water, and boiled till they are soft. In this state thef, 
are to be cut open, and flattened by repeated strokes 
with a liamnber i after which they may be easily 8ep% 



rated into tliiA Uminie or plates. To JQin two of 
tfaiese tOgetlier, the mdea are to be made straight, and 
both edges H^hamf^^nBd, as joiners do a piece of wood. 
They are tiie&*to be exposed to hot steam, atid as 
SDOQ as thtjr arethas rendered soft, the two chamfered 
or fwrrdwed edges are to be pat in contact, and pres- 
8i«g them elose with any coQTenient instnjinieDt, thej 
Witi be ftriasly incorporflted. 

The goreraor now made his appearance ajt the 
ludl, aoeempanied by a citiI magistrate. The latter 
froVQ upon hk breast a sqna^ piece of party-coloured 
:illk, np^^Yi which was embroidered a pho^rt ; the § o- 
^iliMr'B had a tyger wroa^tupon liis, emblematic of 
bit ttMfiary f«actioQS. Tea f<^iowed an interciiange 
df ooiiPpUroents, after which he asserted^ that it had 
leftg been the custom of the Chinese to naTigat^ 
fll^og the ^eoast from ptoritice to protince, and that 
that mode, in the preselit instance, must be the most 
6ligi%le ; tbftt the port of Cbn*fean was only atf auxili* 
ary port to the greater one of Ning.poo, and not abl<E^ 
tofarnish such pilots as were i^eqnired. To this it was . 
answered ; that as the Etoglish ships were 'much larger 
^an the Chinese, and of a dififerent* convtruetlon, 
Aey Teqilired a mode to be fc^Id'Vj^ed'diferent from 
Aeir nsnal practice ; and that as Ning^poo might 
Alpjily snch pHots as conld not be niet with at Chu. 
aan, they^woidd imAiediately go thi(her in se^r&h of 
Ihenl^ 

- -The gq^eriior instantly took the alarm. Their 
departtire for Nin^-poo, he said, would be construed 
Ifc^ Ae Emperor *8 proceeding from an improper or 
cool reception, and thtt he misfht not only be dismiss 
^liMI iCHom his office, but be divested of his honours: 
|k^hiting'tO a red globular button in his bonnet, be. 
toIc,ei«i^g the second class of nrngisttacy in the empire, 
df wliKch ^re are nine; and, strictly speaking, no 
0(the¥ rank or dignity in the connlry . 

To" ar^rt l!be d&nger, %e undertook to find pilots 
faplabla of't^4ttg ^e squadroti to tl|e desired place. 



.Orders w^re instaotly dispatched ii^to'tawii, com* 
snandlng all persons ivho had erer been at Tieit^sitig 
to repair forthwith to the hall of audience. SeTeral 
came, and underwent examinatioiis ; and at last two 
were found who had often traded to that port, ahd 
who said, the squadron might be carried to a safe and 
commodious harbour, under the island of Mi.a*tail, 
within a day or two's sail of Tien.sing. ^ 

The governor charged these two men to prepare 
themselves instantly to go on board the Glareuoe, afM 
ta pilot the English ships into the hairbonr he menti* 
oncd, or as near to Tien^sing &s was practicable. It 
.l¥as in vain they urged the distress of their families, 
or the loss of their ^business ; the emperor's orders, 
he said, m\ist be obeyed, and he could listen tdtto 
remonstrance. ^ 

The gentlemen now r^nmedon board the Clarence 
to make ready for departure ; and Tery shortly aft«ii: 
they had an unexpected visit from the governor ;• st^i* 
mulated as much, perhaps, by curiosity as .civility* 
The pilots being now on board, the Clarence got 
under way,* and the next day rejoined the Lion. 

In her absence the embassador, had been visited by 
the deputation mentioned at Chn-san, and also by 
.the governor of the province. Both had solicited hm 
excellency to partake of entertainments on •hore', 
which were declined on excuses similar to those bf« 
fore mentioned* 
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CHAP. viir. 



^avigtaion thrpi^gh the YeUom Sea. Embasmior^s 
Entrance into the River leading to Tien^ng. 
Progress of the. Embassy, aleng the River Peuhoe 
towards the Capital oj China* Departure ,ef ike 
Ships from the Gulf of PemChee^Lee* . 

... " . ' ^ 

Befqre the isqnadron could arjrive.at the Gulf of 

Fekiui they had to sail through 4^boni ten dcf reeg of 
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}^vL(l»MBd>Ai. af foiigiftuide, Mi tliai in a sea m 

irJiiehnb.EardflBaQbad hitherto penetrated ; Cbttsaa 

. beifi^thetttmoitlaoitiidary of their na«ticat researches. 

,TkeMpn 'were iwif vlMier the guidance of two ex- 

fpefie.Bced piiots, wtU acquainted with the coast ; and 

.jading fumkhtel with YClentiific utoa readj ^o s^ze aad 

BotC'^ovrniittvcrjr ns^ut informatiefl^ it vas bo tn^ 

fling advantagt: acdruing ^6 ihe embassy to bare been 

.;iha cause of exploring^ without risk^ a tract so ex. 

^it^^slre and impbiilatt^: y ■■' .- ^. •.> - 

J; t)^ Yellow-Sea Is bounded by China, Tartaiy, 

,^nd the peniinhila of Corea. ' Thb greaf fTAafr^.Ao^ 

,0r Yellow SLiTier of Chin^, disembogaes itself into 

^thiSiSea; canytag with it, in iVg 'circoition, a rast 

.q^antaity of yeliawpsh mudi frara whkh oirpnmstanoe 

^ deriTed its name. . . , »• i . . : 

/ The pilbt l)eiiig ap6a decV^ looked ^itb astonish* 

.ffneat at tfa^ maneeuvres of thtt ship, and the afdcri^ 

>f th« aeanen in preparing her for sea. )Ie had 

^bfOUghjt vith him a compass, but nQ chart ; nor Auj 

joftratteiit for ^taking an observation^ They flo, 

bomettmes, carry Jwitti them rough draughts of their 

JQttoded tv^k) sketched out otr engraTed upon the 

liank'of an ein|yty gourd, its globular forni porres^ 

f^Mditkg^ in sbihe dcgrttj to the rotundity of the 

•arUi. But as t%« Chinese seas are narrdw^and erery 

/where Intcisected witKhdand^j they have less dcqado<i 

for charts, and they depend chiefly on the polarity ot 

the needle. ' ' ■' * t - ' • 

Th^ compass, howerer^ U to finiyessa) use amon^ 
them; Their magnetic needles are seldom Wa^e fonger 
.ihOi an&bb, nor thi^«r tih^n "a line^ or the twelfth 

Ert of an inch^ '^^y ^^^ poised so niceiyy or Hek^ 
% in tb^ box, as to be moved by the«nallest 
•jjphalnge of pbgiiion towardb the west or ciast bftt ; but 
^s th6 pierfeeti<m \^ « compass ebnsist^ in the nag. 
neticneedle^^ keeping steladiiy to one fixed portion of 
'{|hnJbeayena,^^htiteVer nMtidn may be given to the 
tcmvteifiing bQk>> <ir sarroanding object, theCkhiesQ 
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JiaTe aq IngenioQS methpd of^accompIUhing tKis; 
which, however, ^cannot be considered T&rj iaterestl 
to any of our readers. 

The Chinese conipass.box, has, upon its upper 

surface, several concentric circles, of corres pendent 

sizes. The innermost, and of course the smallest, 

contains eight different Chinese characters, which 

stand for the four cardinal points, cast, west, north, 

and soath ; and the four bisecting ones ; north-east, 

south.west ; north-west, and south-east. These eight 

characters are also meant to express as many equal 

(divisions Of the natural day, each of three hoars ; 

and Ihat of the east being placed towards the suUi* 

rising, the rest, of course, will represent, ncarlf, the 

posttion t)f the sun at the different times of the day. 

Thi9 difision of the inmost circle into eight equal 

parts, accords with the first compass, said to have 

appeared in Europe at the- commencement of' the 

fourteenth century, which, for greater accuracy, was 

afterwards, and still remains, subdivided into tliirty. 

two equal parts or points, each whereof has a dis. 

tingnishing appellation, 

' 'Fhe next circle upon the Chinese compass has. 
twenty-fonr divisions, with appropriate characters, 
denoting a twenty.fourth part of the heavens, and, 
consequenfly, a twenty.fourth part of the natural 
day ; ^ch point containing fifteen degrees, a pro pot. 
tionate part of three hundred and sixty, the number 
of degrees into which all celestial circles are divided. 
'' As tha*Ch|ncse nation reckons its chronology hy 
cycles' 6f sixty years, another of the circles conlaina 
the characters which express them ; as -do the two re- 
biaiiiing ones thdse which explain their doctrines of 
tnythblogy and philosophy. ^ 

' The iihi^s being ready, they stood out a consider- 
lible distance from land^ having previously taken their 
tfleparture from tiie isle , of Patchcock, whose latitude 
h twenty.nine degrees twenty-two minutes north, and 
)oiigitnde a huadred and twenty degrees fifty.two ml* 
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'nutes east. They entered the Jellow^Sea on Tueidaf 
the 9th of Jnlj, Jn dark, cloudy weather. Vast 
quantities of yellowish. brown mud were disturbed 
by the ship's . motion Ihrangh the water, when they 
were sailing in about six fathoms, as appeared in the 
ship's wakes at a considerable distance. 

On the morning of. the 10th of July, being iir from 
thirty to thirty-seren fathoms water, they dUcoTered 
the islands of Tphinsan and Shoo.tong«yeng ; which 
bore about N. W. by W., distant nine or ten 
leagues. • A heavy swell set from th(S eastward, ao- 
companiedin the morning by thick ha^y weather; i& 
the afternoon, by light arrs. 

\ Light winds and cahns in the fore part of the next 
day; soundings at noon thirty.six fathoms. To. 
inrards e'rentnga breeze sprang up from the sonth ward* 
At fire in the morning, descried two new iiilands.^ eal» 
led Pa-tcha-san, and Te^tchong. 

Friday the l^th of July, the wind, at the begin, 
uing of thig nautical day, was at south, sometimes 
south-east, attended by a thick fog, which iiicreased 
much in the morning. The soundings from thirty. 
9ix,t decreased, suddenly, to seventeen fathoms, with 
grey sand- at the bottom ; a drcumstaoce, the pilot 
observed, that indicated they were then opposite to 
the province of Kiang-nan. Guns were fired, during 
the fog, to keep the squadron together; nqtwith. 
standing, the Ilindostan lost company. 

Saturday the 13th, the weather being, foggy y the 
lead was cast every hour ; the wind was southeast. 
At short intervals the fog cleared up*. 

Sunday the 14th of July, the wind as yesterday; 
but the fog was dispelled* Several junks were 
observed this morning steering diiferent eourses* Land. 
birds,. also, )nade ^eir appearance; and sea. weed 
and bamboos were perceived floating upon the water ; 
indications of approximating the land. The Hindos* 
tan, it afterwards appeared, had this day fallen in 
with the Endeavour brig, belonging te the.^ast ladia 
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Company, commanded by captain Proptor, on board 
which vessel was a young man, master of the Spanbh 
and Chinese languages, who meant to offer himself as 
an additional interpreter to the embassy. 

Monday the ISth, alternate foggy and cle^r irea« 
tfaer ; the wind southerly. The Hinddstan, In clear 
intervals, perceired a small cbnic.formed island, caU 
led by the pilot Ka-te.noa ; and on the next day^ the 
craggy promontory of Shan-tcrag, and a small island 
to the southward of this. An inconsiderable current 
was here observed to set tp the northward. The 
longitude of this place was ascertained to be a hnn* 
dred and twenty-two degrees forty.fi?e minutes east, 
find latitude tMrty.ire degrees ten minutes north. 
7he course whidi ^be Lion steered firom this place 
was west by compafts, till she reached the latitude of 
thirty.six d^rees twenty minutes north. Here tfce 
soundings lessened suddenly from forty to fourteen^ 
and even twelve fstiioms, haring a sandy bottoms 

On Tuesday the Igth, the same island wblch the 
Hindotftan descried In the north-east, appeared at the 
same time from .the Lion t5 north-west, she being t<> 
the eastward of it. 

On Wednesday the 17th of July, the whole ^qtia^ 
drott again joined corapi^oy. Two capes or heKd. 
lands were this day discovered. These, with the 
Hland just noticed, lying \n the tract from the south^ 
Ward to the Gulf of Pekin, being likdy to be the 
first islands made, their exact situations were ascer- 
tained, and the folio wing names given to them by Sif 
Erasmus Gower. 
North latitude of Cape Macartney 36' 64' 
£ast longitude in^ l^ by sun and moon 

— ' — 12S «Q by time-piece. 

North latitude of Cape Goiirer 36 57 
£^t longitude m 15 by "sun and mooi^ 

■ •- 124 23 by tnne-piece. 

North latitude of Staunton's Island 36 47 ' 
East longitude 122 9 by sun and moon 
— -,jpy-^— -^^ 122 17 by time-piece. 
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There was an inlet witliiii Cape Macartney, wher^ 
several small craft were seen lying at anchor. Thi« 
cape may be easily known, if it it brought to bear 
N. N. £. to N. W., by a singular appearance of six 
pointed peaks. 

A reef of rocks ran oqt from a neck of land near 
• Cape Gower, which appeared to have a compact har« 
bour. The entrance to it was between the cape, and 
the reef jttst mentioned. A considerable number of 
Tessels M ere descried within the harbour, and a paetty 
large town behind it. 

. Thursday the 18th, easterly Wind with fogs. Alio* 
fher spacious harbour was percmved this afternoon, 
full of junks. The following day was haiy ; tiie 
wind from £. S. £. to N.^; but a thick, fog comisg 
on about midnight, the ships lay to. On deariiig up 
the next morning, they found themselves close to a 
amall rocky island. From hence the squadron made 
sail along the coast in various- directions, till they got 
into the bay of Ki^san-sen. . The harbour of Mi-a. 
tan was in an bland, distant fifteen leagues farther to 
tiie westward, though the latitude differs but a few 
miles only to the northward. 

. The bay of Ki-san.sen is rery spacious, extending 
about ten miles from east to west, and nearly the 
san^ distance from north to south. It is sheltered 
fxom every wind except from E. N. £• to £. S. E.^ 
the direction of the entrance into it. There are 
two harbours within this bay ; one at the back of a 
high bluff pointy called Zeu.-a.tau ; the other, on 
the S. E. side of the bay, on a projecting slip of 
land, by the mouth of a river, called Ya.ma.too. 

The squadron remained one day in thia hAj^ having 
procured new pilots ; but on Sunday the Slat of 
July, they made sail through the passage between 
Cape Zeu-a-tau and the island', keeping rather closer 
to the former than the latter. T^ere was a bay a 
little to the westward of the most northerly pomt of 
ZeH»a^taH, ia which several vessels were seen to enter* 
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This hasllwen laid dowi| bjr some missionstries as a 
safe and conreiiient harbour. After cleariag the 
east point, they steered a course from N. to N. W.^ 
keeping the coast pretty well on board. On theeren. 
ing^they baaled round a projecting head- land, which 
with a bluff point due west from this, distant about 
eight utiles, form the entrance of Ten-choo-foo bay^ 
tir which the.sqnadron anchored in set en fathoms ^ater. 

The anchorage being foul, by reason of shells and 
hard ground, the Clarence was immediately ordered 
to proceed to Mi-a-tau to examine its harbour* In 
the interim, an officer was sent to the governor of 
Ten-choo.foo, to notify the arrival and purport of 
the squadron ; who, when he heard the embassador 
was on board the Lion, instantly sent off a present 
of fresh provisions and some fruit, and went after- 
wards in person to compliment his excellency. , The 
governor had a numerous train of attendants, one of 
whom displayed, on the quarter-deck, in instance of 
the moit abject servility, to the §^reat surprise of the 
English 8i)ectators. He had occasion to communi- 
cate something to the governor as he passed along the 
declc, and he instantly threw himself upon his knees, 
and remained in that degrading posture all the time he 
was talking with him. The governor's countenance 
was not the least moved, and it was easy to perceive 
that it was the usual ipanner in which he was accn/sted. 

The governor did not fail to invite the embassador 
and his suite, in the most pressing manner, to enter* 
tainments and plays on shore. Ue wished for an op'. 
portunity of shewing his excellency, on a smad 
scale, what a mkgnificent reception was preparing for 
him by his sovereign against his arrival at the court 
of Pekin. 

To a nation like the Chinese, among whom subor- 
4inatioa in the various ranks and degrees of society 
is obsisrved with unremitting strictness;, who look up 
to the throne with the profoiindest veneration, and 
'whose miads were al^out to be impressed^ from the 
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imperiouf example of thdr sovereign, wiik the higbdlt 
degree of coofideratioii for the Englisli nation, herew 
tofore heldy if not in contempt, at least in disesteem, 
it was a matter of the highest importance, that the 
indlriduals^who composed the embassy should adopt 
such a caiitious and eircumspectire conduct as shouhl 
avoid giving oflTenCe where it was so easily takea ; 
and also endeavonr to root out their prejudices, and 
conciliate their esteem, by examples of cifiiity, coer- 
te$y and moral rectitude. 

As the squadron was now pretty far advanced lo 
the Yellow Sea, and likely soon to arrive at its place 
of destination, his excellency judged it expedient to 
cause a paper to be dispersed -throughout the fleet, 
tending to put those persons, who composed the em- 
bassy, on their guard with respect to their general 
demeanor. ~ This paper, which nvas publicly read to 
the crews and passengers of each ship, purported, 
that the success of the embassy depended on gaining 
the ' good-will of the Chinese ; that this might 
also depend on the ideas entertained by them of the 
the disposition and Condoct of the English nation, 
now to. be judged of by their behaviour ; that 
the unfavourable impressions retained' by the^hinese 
against the English for irregularities heretofore con. 
mitted at Canton, stamping them as the worst of 
EMropeans, could only be effaced by a conduct dia- 
metrically opposite ; and such a conduct only iiras 
likely to eradicate that settlech enmity ; that the mean- 
est of the Chinese were support^ by their superiors 
1^ all their di^crences with foreigners ; and, if neces- 
sary, *were ready to avenge his blood, of which a 
fatal instance had happimed, not long since, to an 
Englishman, who most innocently, and very nninten. 
ttonally, deprived a Chinoie of life ^ he tfaeiefore ve- 
commended particular caution and mildness in erery 
iaterconrse or a&tdental meeting with the poorest 
individual of the country. 
; His excellency, who waa convince^ tfcere. was no 
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neeessitj for rei^ommendmg to Sir Erasmus Go wcr to 
make such regulations as prudence might dictate on 
the occasion, for the persons under his immediate 
command, nor to captain Mackintosh for the officer? 
and crew of the Hindostan, trusted al^o that the pro- 
priety and expediency of maintaining the credit of the 
£nglish name would jwcurc their Toluntary obedience ; 
and that the same incentives would produce similar 
effects on every person concerned in the enibas^y. 

His excellency declared, that as he should be prompt 
to encourage and report the good conduct of those 
"who merited commendation, so he should be ef ualty 
ready, in case of misconduct, to report with equal 
l&xactitude, aiid to suspend or dismiss the fiolators ; 
and thaty should injury be offered or done to a Chi. 
nese, or a liiisdemeanor of any kind be eommit<ted, 
punishable by the laws of China, they were not to 
expect him to interfere with a view of mitigating or 
warding off their severity. 

His excellency had a firm reliance on lieutenant* 
colonel Benson, commandant of his guard, that he 
vould strictly^ watch over the conduct of that body; 
that ke would cause them to be exercised in all mili- 
tary evolutions, and suffer none to be absent without 
special leave, and in urgent cases. His excellency 
prayed, in the most earnest manner, that no person 
whatever belonging to the ships might be pcrmittc^d^ 
and he strictly enjoined that iiis suite, his guard, and 
mechanics, should not presume to offer for sale, or 
propose to purchase, the smallest article of merchan* 
dtze, as the least appearance of traffic would com* 
promise the dignity and importance of the embassy. 

His eicellency took occasion farther to ebserve^ 
that however impelled hy a sense of duty to promote 
tVe objects pf his mi«>sion, and to inspect into the con* 
duct, ami punisH the crimes- of those whose improipr 
bebaviour, or disobedience of orders, should either 
eudauj^er or retard the success of the embassy, or 
UroAiik the credit of the English character ; he shoul^ 

A A ■ 
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on the other hand be always happv to be able to re. 
port and reward the merits as welt as to advance the 
interest ^nd gratify the wishes of every person, as far 
as was compatible with the honour and welfare of th« 
public. 

It may be pleasant to the reader to be informed^ 
^hat this paper produced the desired effect on the per- 
sons to whom it was addressed* Their conduct wu 
meritorious and exemplary, and met with the appro- 
bation of the embassador, of which his excellency 
made a favourable report. It was such as was also 
highly extolled by a mandarine of rank, who con. 
stantly accompanied the embassy, and who declared, 
that an equal number of Chinese taken from the dif. 
ferent ranks o^ society, would uot have behavdl 
themselves in a more orderly or decorous manner. 

The next object of importance was, to know whe- 
ther the squadron could be safely sheltered in tht 
harbpur of Mi-a.tau. The officer who had bcea 
thither in ihp Clarence to reconnoitre, soon after re- 
turned, and reported that that harbour did not affori 
them a secure retreat, on account of a dangeroui 
reef of rocks that'lay oflT the east end of the eastern, 
most of the Mi-a-tau islands, called Chan-san, whick 
could not be approached by the squadron pearer than 
where there were nine fatholms waters The Clarence, 
however, anchored in seven fathoms, in clayey grouod| 
withiq a mile of the shore. The island was three mites 
long, and nearly as many broaid; and was populous 
and well cultivated. 

From this report it was determined, by Sir Erasmus 
Gower, to send an officer, previous to the squadron'i 
aailing to the Gulph of Pekin, to survey the mouth 
of the liver which fell into it from Tten.sing, that its 
safety might be ascertained. Trie Jackall was ifo 
Ipbner dispatched for this purpose, than a dew pilot 
was recommended, well acquainted with the spot io 
question. He did not hesitate to affirm there was a 
coMmodians harbour Within six miles of the Pa. Iio, 
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ipe White-Rirer, flowing from Tien-sing, with water 
tfeep enough for the largest vesseJs; and he dre^r a 
•Ketch of the place. As this man appeared td be 
iQOre skilful in nautical affairs than the other pilots^ 
much confidence was pfaced in hiin^ and it was re. 
•oWed to enter the gulph without farther delay. 

The squadron got under way in the afternoon of. ' 
ihe 2"Sd of July, keepibg the Mi»a«tau islands on th^ 
Yight. The weather moderate and cleaVj and thoi 
wind easterly. Soundings through the day from fif- 
teen to nine fathoms. 

Wednesday the Sith, the wind S. E. with moderatek 
freezes and dear weather* Early in the morning the 
soundings decreased from fourteen to Dine fathoms^ 
and afterwards to six and a half fathoms. The, Cla* 
xencC) which had been senta-head, fired seTeral mus* 
lets as signals of danger. The ships wore, and 
stood off to B.S. E. 

Thursday the 25th, light breezes from the south 
und south-west,' with clear weather. Standing a Ut- 
ile to the southward of west, under easy sail, thei 
water shoaled from fiftcanto seren fathoms. AC 
Mii^night, having steered towards the west, the Cla- 
lence made the signal of danfi;er;/the ships hauled 
their wind to the south-east, and the Lion soon got 
into fropa six to ten fathoms. 

In the morning of Friday the 26th of Jufy^ tio- 
lent showers of rain, and in the evening tremendous 
«Iaps- of thunder, with continuous vivid fi'ashes of 
fightning. The Jackall was discovered' returning 
fcom the westward, environed with numerous Chi* 
nese junks ; and from lieutenant, now captain, Camp« 
fteirs report, who had been sent to explore, it ap« 
peared that no secure harbour was to be found on the 
shores of the fiver' Pei-ho. 

The Jackall, in ^oing up the river, was hailed bp 
some Chipese soldiers in a boat, who desired her ta 
cast anchor. Soon after a mandarine, with several 
^tfiendaats. came ot| board ; and being assured sb^ 
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belonged to (he embassy, enquired after tKe embas- 
sador, and \vhat presents he had brought for his im. 
pcrial majesty. When he had obtained all the 
information he could, as to the number and size 
of the ships, and how maiiy guns they parried, he 
closed his interrogatories by declaring, that the 
emperor had given especial orders, for the recep. 
tion and apcommedation of the embassy, and that 
he would provide whatever might be wanted. In the 
mean time the gentlemen of the Jackall accepted an 
invitation, and were hospitably entertained on shore ; 
but strictly re-examined on the former points. The 
mandarine also enquired respecting the merchandize 
brought for sale atPekin, and offer^ to get them de.^ 
posited in the four christiaiithurches. Trade and aa 
Englishman were^ in the minds of the Chinese, so as* 
sociated, that nothing could exceed his surprize on 
being told that they had no goods for s^le, that tbe 
persons of the embassy were not merchants ; and 
that men of war never carried out, nor dealt in, any 
kind of merchandize. ' ' * 

The mandarin eis being informed that the ships were 
too large to cross the bar, gave orders for a suffi* 
cientnumbe'r of junks to be got ready to bring the 
presents > and passengers, and baggage, on shore. An 
extensive building, near the river's mouth, had been 
prepared for the embassador's reception, supposing 
he would have remained there some days to recoTcr 
himself from fatigue; and his excellency had ih» 
choice of travelling to Pekin in a sedan chair, in a two- 
wheeled carriage, or in a commodious vessel by water. 

Soon after the JackalPs return, a prodigious quan- 
tity of live stock, fruit, and vegetables, werebronght 
to the squadron in junks ; and not being able ib stow 
arway the vi^hole, the surplus was necessarily retarned. 
The following is. a list of the articles. Twenty bnl. 
locks, a.hundred and twenty sheep, a hundred and 
twenty hogs, a hundred f6wl&, a hundred ducks, a 
hundred and sixty bags of flour, fourteen chests of 



Itreftd, ataodredaod sixty bags of common ri^, tei» 
chests of red rice^ ten chests of virhitc rice, ten chests^ 
i»Csn>an rice', ten chests of tea, twenty.two boxes of 
dlriod peaches, twenty.two boxes of fruit preserved 
-rerth' sitgatr, twenty.two chests of plumbs and aippks, 
twenty.two boxes of ochrus, twenty.two boxes o^f 
other vegetables, forty baskets of ' large cacan^bers, 
ft thousand sqnashes, forty bundles of lettuce, twenty 
■measures of poase m pods, a thousai\d water-melons, 
throe thousand roask.nielons* besides a few jars of 
Hveet wine and spirituous liquors ; togethec with teu 
chests of candies, and three. h9,skets of porcelain. 
Not only here, but also at Turon bay, Chus'an, and 
Ten:.choo.fo<li>, the squadron, experienced the same 
hospitality ; and they were gratnitously siipplyed 
mithoiit having been previously demanded. 

Two^ mandarines of rank» one in the civil, the 
•thev ii> the military -department,, nomerously at» 
tended,- camu to the IJon to corif^ratulate the embjis» 
sador in the emperor's name, anil in their own, on 
lis safe arrival, after so long and perilous a navigation ; 
and informed him they were ordered by their sovereign 
tor accompany him to cpurt* The civil mandarine, 
whose family name was Ckow, had the title of Tom 
-^tiUy or grpat'maHy annexed to it He bore the 
ftoaotary distinctioiv of i blue globe placed upon his 
bonnet. 

The name of the military mandarine, who had a 
Irave, open countenance, was f^an / but he, too, had 
the addition of 7'a.zAi/i, or great man. His valour 
lad been conspicuous lit hattlo ; he had received many 
wounds, and was not only honoured with the red 
Klohe upon his bonnet, but had also superadded a 
pcaqock's feather, taken frcwi the tail. He was 
celebrions for his skill in archery, thei bow and 
'^rrow being still in use there, and generally prefer^ 
red to fire-arms. These gentlemen were received on 
bi>ard the Lioa^^wirh every mark of attention and 
Ycspoct. A c.nid persQQ of high raak^ of a Tartar 
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Yachty No« 1* His excellency the earl of Mtcartntf. 
No. 2. Sir Geprge Staunton, Bart, secretarjr, ami 

Mr. Staunton, page of the embassy. 
No. 3. Mr. Plumb, the Chinede interpreter. 
No. 4. Lieu tenant.colonel Benson, LieatenantPariahy 

and Lieutenant Crewe. 
No. 5. Captain Mackintosh, of the Ilindostan, Mr« 

Maxwell, secretary to the embassador, Dr. GiU 

Iaa,\ physician, and Mr. Hiitner, preceptor ta 

Master Staunton. 
No. 6. Mr. Barrow,, mathematician, comptroller of 

the Household, &c. Mr» Winder, joint secretary 

of the embassador, and Mr. Baring, son of Sir 

Francb Baring. 
No. 7. Dr. Scott, surgeon to the embassy, Dr, Din* 

widdie, professor of astronomy, &c. Mr. Hie 

key, portrait painter, and Mr. Alexander, drafts* 

man. 
JLm%. Five other large junks, which contained the 

mechanics, soldiers^ and ser rants, closed the pro* 

cession. 
The yacht prepared for the reception of the embas* 
sador, into which he entered on th^ir arrival off Ta* 
coo, was spacious, richly ornamented, and contained 
a greater number of glass panes than the other yachts, 
whose windows, instead of being glaze^, were filled 
up with a transparent kind of paper, fabricated in 
Corea from cotton, and is not easily affected by nun 
or any other weather. His excellency's apartment 
comprised most, of the vessel, and consisted of an 
anti-chamber, a saloon, a bed-chamber, and a closet. 
The saloon was furnishied with a square sofa, or teai 
of honour y such as are met with in the mansions of 
the chief mandarines, which they always occupy oa 
giving audience. On each side of the yacht, from 
head to stern, was constructed a gangway, projecting 
^ two feet beyond the gunwale. Upon this the crew 
inancenTred the vessel, and Ij^y it the domestics were 
prevented from passio| throng^ t^e principal roomSf 
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The dd>!ii ttllofted' for the crew was next the stern, 
In a comer of which was a small altar, with an idol 
upon it, and arooud it perfamcd matches were kept 
constantly bnrning* « 

Besides the embassador's,' there were sixteen other 
yachts in the procession, independent of lighters for 
conveying the presents and luggage ; and the junks 
for the accommodation of mandarines of various ranks, 
as well as other Chinese, ordered to attend on the oc« 
casion, were equal in number to those which composed 
the embassy. Many of the yachts were eighty feet 
long; and, notwithstanding they were encumbered 
witn upper works, drew only eighteen inches water. 
The cabins in them were lofty and airy ; above them 
-were berths for the crew ; beneath, lockers for stow* 
age. Some had coloured curtains on the outside, 
reaching from stem to stern, to keep out the sun, and 
shutters to ward off the rain. Some of these boats, 
In which were several cooksj contained provisions for 
the embassador's table, to preclude the necessity of 
going on shore, or prevent procrastination whenever 
the wind and tiile were favourable for their passage. 

Every magnificence was displayed but of compli. 
ment to the embassy. A considerable guard had been 
appointed to attend the embassador on shore, but the 
yachts could each only take in a small number. One 
of these always accompanied an European on shore ; 
his presence, while it claimed for the stranger govern, 
ment protection, might also have been intended as a 
spy upon his actions. 

The transhipping of the luggagef, of which there 
were six hundred packages, occupied nearly three 
days^ While this was doing, the chief directors of the 
route, Chow.ta-zbinand Van»ta«zhln, made occasion* 
al complimentary visits to the embassador, as well as 
to see that he was properly accommodated. Their 
politeniss extended to the principal gentlemen of the 
embassy, \iho were likewise honoured with tisits of 
civility. The inferior mapdarin.s ^erc sot less atten« 
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smbauador and the Ticerojr of the province^ as ve^ 
nerable in years as refined in manjiers. He was of 
the highest rank yet seen in the country^, and bj 
command of the emperpr, had come a hundred miles 
from his usual residence, to congratulate his excel* 
lency on his arrival into the territories of China, and 
to. superintend the purveyance of every thing that 
could redound to the honour of the one', or the com. 
fort of the other* In this visit the constraint of 
eastern forms, especially, on the introduction of tea, 
was dispensed with, and his excellency was received 
with a degree of ease, attention, and politeness, seU 
dom surpassed in the more polished courts of Europe. 
Tea was handed in cups with covers, and oblong 
saucers, without either cream or sugar; each cup wai 
infused separfitely, and the leaves were left at the 
bottom of the cup. A short time after the embassa- 
dor's return to his yacht, he received, very unexpect. 
edly, from thp viceroy, a splendid repast, consisting 
of tvrenty.four dishes, and three others, not less ex. 
pensive, and of equal covers, were also sent to the 
three gentlemen who accompanied his excellency oa 
the visit. 

The viceroy resided at the principal temple of Ta- 
coo, consecrated to the god of the sea, under the 
name of Toong^hai-vw/mgy or king of the eastern 



On the morning of the 9th of August, every necea. 
sary arrangement having taken place, and bis excel- 
lency's wish being known, the signal was made for 
sailing. This signal, always used upon the water, is 
not made with guns, but with an instrument called in 
Chinese /oo, and by Europeans in Chin^ S^^S* ^^ 
consists of circular rimmed plates of popper, in, which 
there is mixed a certain portioa of tin, <^ spelter, to 
make it sonorous. These being struck witha wooden 
mallet, covered with leather, emit a sound which may. 
be iieard at tw.o or ttrrei^ miles distance. AuthQrita* 
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tive notice^ on shore, especially among trodps, is 
made, not bj drums, bat by striking, two pieces of 
hollow bamboo together* Ihe drum Is no martial in* 
6trament, being used only in their temples. . 

The m^androus course of <lic( river, which rendered 
a wind that was fair on one stretch, foul on another, 
retarded the progress of the embassy, but afforded a 
favourable opportunity of viewing its banks and c|r« 
eumjacent places. Each side was adorned with plea- 
sant villas and delightful gardens, and the fields were 
in the highest state of cultivation ; many of them ea-> 
▼ered w:ith Barbadoes millet, holcus targkum^ the 
tallest of the vegetable tribe, growing to the hdght 
of ten or. twelve feet, and is said to increase a hnn* 
dred fold. At night its banks were splendidly, illn* 
minated wtth a diversity of lightr, from lanterns of 
transparent party-coloured paper. Lights were also 
affijced to. the mast-heads of the vessels ; their number 
and situation denoting the rank of those on board. 
The shrill and repeated sound of the /oo, and the 
constant buz and threatening sting of musquitos in 
the night'time, were both singularly troublesome. 

Not only during the first, but also in the second 
day's progrfsss up the Peirho, were the banks lined 
ivith innumerable .spectators of both sexes, and of all 
ages ; but the river itsejf was literally covered with 
boats of every description. Its shores, on one side, 
were crowded with stacks or pyramids of salt, from 
two to six^ hundred feet long, and ab6nt fifteen feet 
high. Two hundo^d and twenty-two entire stacks 
were counted, besides many others incomplete; which, 
from a nice calcul^tioui wc^re supposed to contain sis 
hundred millions of pounds weight ; this was an ar- 
ticle of great revenue to the crown. 

On the third day they reached the port of Tien.sing, 
t^ general mart for the northern provinces of China. 
The city is built at the confluence of two rivers ; the 
one, upon which the embassy was to proceed to Tong* 
choo'fooi was i^lso called Pei-ho, the olher Yun* 

9B3 
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hangJho, A bridge of boats extended aero» tbe 
rivers, which occasionallj separated, to admit a pas. 
sage for ressels* Temples and handsome edifices were 
built along the quays, contignons to which were 
jards and magazines for nayal stores, and shops and 
warehouses for retail trade* 

A pavilion was erected in the centre of tbe citj, 
opposite to which the embassadorial fleet stopped. 
The viceroy, who had come by land from Ta.coo; 
was in waiting here for the embassador. His excel, 
lency disembarked with all his' suite, ittte^ded with 
his whole train of servants, gnardsj and knttfticians, 
ind was received on shore by the viceroy arid tlie 
legate^ according to the following order pf pa- 
rade:—^ 

Three niHitary mandarfnes^ dr pnbclpal officers? 

' A tent, with a band of mnstc pdtside the tent i 

Three long tVump^ts 3 

A triiraiphal arch : 

Four large green standards, with five small ones be. 

tween each, and bbwhieii between each small colonr : 

Six large red standards with matchlock men, and five 

small colours between each s^ndard s 

Two large green standairdss ^ith swordsmen between 

each: 

Music tent: 

Triumphal arch : 

, A body of Chinese trboj^ss 

At the npper end of the pavilion, io which the 
ficeroy conducted the cmbassadoif with the principal 
gentlemen, was a sanctuary, in which the majesty of 
the emperor was supposed io be constantly present; 
and they were given to nndcrstand that a respectful 
obedience should be paid to that majesty : this i^ 
accordingly pferformcd by a profound inclination of 
body. 

After «n interchaiige of ebmpliroentS) and the ac- 
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cfistomed refreshm^ats of tea and sweetmeatSy the 
legate informed the embassador that the emperor was 
at his coantiy residence at Zhe.hol, in Tartarjr, at 
-which place it was his intention to celebrate the an. 
niversary of his birth.day, which happened on the 
13th of the eighth moon, corresponding with the 17th 
of September; and that it was his desire to receive 
the embassy in that city. 

The embassador and the gentlemen rctTirned to 
fheir respective yachts, and soon after a sumptuous 
repast, with the addition of wine, fruit, and sweet- 
meats, was sent to them from the Ttceroy, a(s he had ^ 
done before at Ta-coo; and his hospitality was even 
extended to the servants of the embassy, to whom he 
also sent a plentiful dinner.^^ One among the many 
Instances of polite attention fd^ 'the embassador, was 
k temporary theatre, which he had caused to be erected 
opposite to his excellency's yacht, where a company 
of comedians, at yarlous times of the day, exhibited 
dramatic pieces and pantomimes. Boys or eunuchs 
played the female characters. - « 

In the evening, the weather proving faronrable, 
the yachts and vessels proceeded up the Pei.ho« Its - 
sides, in some places, were banked up by the lower 
Stalks of the millet ; in some reaches, by parapets of 
cut granite ; and at others, by causeways of the same 
material^ and sluices were made here and there to let ^ 
off water to irrigate.the sidjolning lands.. During the 
progress up the rirer, they were assisted by the tide 
for thirty miles frond Tien.sing, where it ceases to 
flow; but in light airs, and contrary breezes, th^ 
Chinese sailors frequently made |ise of" a couple dp 
sweeps^ or large, oars^ which are never lifted out?^ • 
the water. When rowing was impracticable, men 
were employed upon the banks to trail the vessels by 
ropes. There were fifteen men tb each yacht, and 
upwards of five hundred were occupied on this service* 
Tien.sing, the translation of which is heaoenfy spoiy 
is in length pearly equal to London^ and conC^ne^i 
»i3 
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' by infarmaitony teyea hundred thbasand persons. 

^ Some of the houses are built with atone, ))at mpstly 
with brick, of one story only, though there arc some 
of two stories high. £Tery house is well filled, inas* 
much as the existing, branches of the same family 
4well in small apartments under the same roof. The 
best or most dui^able bricks are of a bluish or lead 
colour; some tew are red, and others pale brown: 
the last kind, used for the mean dwellings, are onlj 
baked in the son ; the blue bricks are burnt in. a kiln 
by a close wood fire^ the blaze of which is not aU 

" lowed to touch them } and those which are exposed 
to its flame acquire a reddish dolour. In the making 
of bricks from the clay» thin layers of straw are 
placed between thef^ w'^hout which they would, as 
they dried, run or adl^^e together; so that the Chi. 
nese, like the children of Israel, could not maks 
bricks without straw. 

Thelandy, as on the other sjde of Tien-sing, were 
many of them coTered with millet, which, with rice, 
and some corn, are the principal objects of cultiva. 

* tion ; yet ti)e people hate experienced the dreadful 
effects of famine from the destruction of locusts, or 
the fall of torrents ' from the mountains* In some 
spots wero seen growing a species of the doliehosy not 
rery dissimilar to the kidney boan; in others fields of 

^ beans and Tarious kinds o^ pulse, and likewise sesa* 
fnumj and other plants whose seeds produce oil. 

/ Plantations of the tea.tree, of a dwarf size, were also 
descried. The leaves had a near resemblance to a 
myrtle. It was the season for plucking tlie blossoms, 
jthe smallest of which, when carefully dried, possess 
'ihe highest flaTOur^ . 

The number of junks seen upon the ri?er was in* 
calculable, flxclusiye of those bi|sied in the ordinary 
course of commerce,^ not less than a thousand, of a 
large size, we^e employed in the seryiceof ilie goYern* 
ment between Tong-choo-foo «id Tien- sing,, for the 
purpose of gathering such taxes ^'were paidin kindf^ 
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and a p&riof the com thus collapted, was d^osUed ^ 
in the public gfanaries throughout the empire. It i^ 
U3Mal^.for the wives and families of the officerj and 
sailors to iiTe constantly^ upon the water: childreo, 
are born, brought np^ and Spend their ^hole lives oi^ 
board ; everj land is foreign tp them, j and the water 
may he called tiieir proper element* Each teasel, oi|. 
an average, contained fifty pi^rsons; and estimating 
the total of the boats at ;t wo thousand, it wiH appear 
that a hundred thousand souls mpve and live only 
upon the i^hrface of that river, - r* • 

There are no bridges throw^ across the river feu 
ho^ as they would obstruct the navigfition ; but seve- 
ral of hewn stone, and: of decent architecture, were - 
seen over branches of that river, as well a| over 
canals. Near the ruins of one of these brid^e^ > dila, 
pidated by an inundation, stood a large palace, m 
the midst of a garden, inclosed within a wall, having 
a treble gate to the water.side. It was one of the 
emperor's seats, and was the occasional residence of 
some of the fauitly. * . 

Besides the musquitos already mentioned, there aro 
other insects vety troublesome, as well on account of 
their sting, as of the uncommon noise they make. , 
Of this last kind was the cicada^ whose din, produced 
by the modon of two flaps which coyer ^he abdomea 
of the male,* was a signal to allure the female to 
amoroQV dalliance, who is not furnbhed with theso 
flaps. A species of moth, 9s large as a humming- 
bird,. wa8:frequent in this quarter. 

The travellers, in their slow progress up the river; 
often quitted and. rejoined the yachts, to observe 
more minutely objects on shore which struck the 
fancy : this conduct was watched with extraordinary 
jealousy; and they werer j^ven io understand *that 
this freedom was displeaslitg to tUe legate. In short, 
the interpreter discovered, by several vague intima- 
tions, pec^^ionally let out. in f^iliar (Conversation 
with the mandarines, th^^t 9Qine recent dissaiiif action 
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•mbauador aod the Ticerojr of the province^ as ve^ 
nerable in years Jis refined in manners. He was of 
the highest rank yet seen in the country^ and hj 
command of the emperpr, had come a hundred miles 
from his usual residence, to congratulate his ei^ceU 
lency on his arri?al into the territories of China, and 
to.saperintend the purveyance of every thing that 
could redound to the honour of the one', or the com. 
fort of the other* Id this visit the constraint of 
eastern forms, especially, on the' introduction of tea, 
was dispensed with, and his excellency was received 
with a degree of ease, attention, and politeness, sel- 
dom surpassed- in the more polished courts of Europe; 
Tea was handed in cups with covers, and obloDg 
saucers, without either cream or sugar; each cup was 
infused separfitely, and the leaVes were left at the 
bottom of the cup. A short time after the einbassa. 
dor*s return to his yacht, he received, very unexpect. 
edly, from thp viceroy, a splendid repast, consisting 
of twenty .four dishes, and three others, not less ex. 
pensive, and of equal covers, were also sent to the 
three gentlemen who accompanied his excellency on 
the visit. 

The viceroy resided at the principal temple of Ta- 
coo, consecrated to the god of the sea, under the 
name of Toong^hai-vaungy or king of the eastern 
8ea» 

On the morohig of the 9th of August, every neces. 
sary arrangement having taken place, and his excel. 
Jency's wish being known, the signal was madts for 
sailing. This signal, always used upon the water, is 
not made with guns, but with an instrument called in 
Chinese /oo, and by Europeans in Chin^ S^^S* ^^ 
consists of circular rimmed plates of popper, iix which 
there is mixed a certain portion of tin, <^ spelter, to 
make it sonorous. These being struck withji wooden 
mallet, covered with leather, epiit a sound which may 
be beard at two Or tlrre^ miles distance. AuthQritia* 
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tiVe notice^ on shore, especially among trodps, is 
made, not by drums, but by striking, two pieces of 
hollow bamboo together* 1 he drum is no martial in* 
strument, being used only in their temples. 

The meandrous course of thq river, which rendered 
a wind that was fair on one stretch, foul on another, 
retarded the progress of the embassy, but afforded a 
favourable opportunity of viewing its banks and cfr« 
eumjacent places. Each dde was adorned with plea- 
sant villas and delightful gardens, and the fields were 
in the highest state of cultivation ; many of them ea-> 
vered w:ith Barbadoes millet, holeus iorghum^ the 
tallest of the vegetable tribe, growing to the hdght 
of ten or. twelve feet, and is said to increase a hnn« 
dred fold. At night its banks were splendidly, ilia* 
minated wtth a diversity of lightr, from lanterns of 
transparent party-coloured paper. Lights were also 
affijced to the mast-heads of the vessels ; their number 
and situation denoting the rank of those on board. 
The shrill and repeated sound of the loo^ and the 
constant buz and threatening sting of musquitos in 
the night'time, were both singularly troublesome. 

Not only during the first, but also in the second 
day's progress np the Pei*ho, were the banks lined 
ivitb innumerable spectators of both sexes, and of all 
ages; but the river itsejf was literally covered with 
boats of every description. Its chores, on one side, 
were crowded with stacks or pyramids of salt, from 
two to six^ hundred feet long, and ab6nt fifteen feet 
high. Two hundred and twenty- two entire stacks 
were counted, besides many others incomplete; which, 
from a nice calcul^tioUi were supposed to contain sis 
hundred millions of pounds weight : this was an ar- 
ticle of great revenue to the crown. 

On the third day they reached the port of Tien.sing, 
t^ general mart for the northern. provinces of China. 
The city is built at the confluence of two rivers ; the 
one, upon which the embassy was to proceed to Tong- 
choo.foo, wa9 i^lso called Pei-ho, the other Yun* 

9B3 
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hangJio. A bridge of boats extended across the 
rivers, which occasionallj se|>a^ated, to admit a pas- 
sage for Tes8els« Temples ^nd handsome edifices were 
built along the qnays^ contiguous to which were 
jrards and magazines for naval stores, and shops and 
warehouses for retail trade. 

A pavilion was erected in the centre, of the ci tj, 
opposite to which the emliassadorial fleet stopped. 
The vicenry, who had come hy land from Ta-coo; 
was in waiting here for the embassador. His excel. 
lency disembarked with all his' suite, Attei^ded with 
hiis whole train of servants, gttardsj and musicians, 
idd ilras reeeived on shore by the viceroy arid the 
legate, according to the following order x>f pa« 
ra^e:*-^ 

Three military mandarines, 6r pribclpal officers) 

' A tent, "tirith a band of mnstc piitside tbe tent i 

T^^'ee long tframp^ts: 

A trtnmphal arch : 

Four large green standards, with five small oficfs be. 

tween each, and bowmen bettreen each smdil colour : 

Six large red standards with matchlock mtii, and five 

small colours between each stattdard ; 

Two large green standard*, ivith swordsmen between 

each : 

Music tent: 

Triumphal arch r 

A body of Chinese trooj^s s 

At the upper end of the pavilion, to which the 
viceroy conducted the embassador with the principal 
gentlemen, was a sanctuary, in which the majesty of 
the emperor was supposed to be constantly present; 
and they were given to understand that a respectful 
obedience should be paid to that roaj^^ty : this n^ 
accordingly performed by a profound inclination of 
body. 

After an interchahge of compliments, and the ac- 
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castomed refreshments of tea and sweetmeats^ the 
legate informed the embassador that the emperor was 
at his coantiy residence at Zhe-hol, in Tartar/, at 
which place it was his intention to celebrate the an. 
niversary of his btrth-day, which happened on the 
13th of the eighth moon, corresponding with the 17th 
of September ; and that it was his desire to receive 
the embassy in that city. 

The embassador and the gentlemen rctnrnrd io 
iheir respective yachts, and soon after a sumptuous 
repast, with the addition of wine, fruit, and sweet, 
meats, was sent to them from the viceroy, fl(s he had ^ 
done before at Ta-coo ; and his hospitality was even 
extended to the servants of the emblissy, io whom he 
also sent a plentiful dinner.^' One among the maiiy 
instances of polite attention f tt^'the embassador, was 
k temporary theatre, which he had caused to be erected 
opposite to his excellency's yacht, where a company 
of comedians, at Tarious times of the day, exhibited 
dramatic pieces and pantomimes. Boys or eunuchs 
played the female characters. - . 

In the evening, the weather proving faronrable, 
the yachts and vessels proceeded up the Pei.ho« Its ~ 
sides, in some places, were banked iip bj the lower 
istalks of the millet ; in some reaches, by parapets of 
cut gVantte ; and at others, by causeways of the «ame 
material, and sluices were made here and there to let ^ 
off water to irrigate the adjoining lands.. During the 
progress up the river, they were assisted by the tide 
for thirty miles frond Tien-sing, where it ceases to 
flow; but in light airs, and contrary breezes, the 
Chinese sailors frequently made yse of^a couple dr 
sweeps, or large, oars, which are never lifted outj^ 
the water. VHien rowing was impracticable, men 
were employed upon the banks to trail the vessels by 
ropes. There were fifteen men tb each yacht, and 
upwards of five hundred were occupied on this service* 

Tien-sing, the translation of which is heavepfif spoty 
10 in length qearly equal to London^ and contained| 
9b3 
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' by infonnation, teyea hundred thousand perscms. 

^ Some of the hoases arc built with atone, ))ttt mostly 
with brick, of one story only, though there arc some 
i)i two stories high. Every house is well filled, inas. 
much as the existing, branches of the s^me family 
4well in small apartments ^under the same roof. The 
best or most dur'able bricks are of a bluish or lead 
colour; some few are red, and others pale brown: 
^he last kind, used for. the mean dwellings, are onlj 
baked in the sun ; the blue bricks are burnt in a kiln 
by a close wood fire^ the blaze of which is not al- 
lowed to touch them } and those which are exposed 
to its flame acquire a reddish dolour. In the making 
of bricks from the Clay* thin layers of straw are 
placed between, thef^ wi^thout which they would, as* 
they dried, run or adl^e together; so that the Chi. 
nese, like the children of Israel, could not maks 
bricks without straw. , 

The lands, as on the other s}de of Tten^sing, were 
many of them covered with millet, which, with rice, 
and some corn, are the principal objects of cultiva. 
^ tion ; yet the people hate experienced the dreadful 
effects of famine from the destruction of locusts, or 
the fall of torrents ' from the mountains* In some 
spots were seen growing a species of the dolichos^ not 
▼ery dissimilar to the ki<kiey bean ; in othecs fields of 
beans and various kinds of pulse, and likewise sesa* 
mufttj and other plants whose seeds produce oil. 

/ Plantations of the tca.tree, of a dwarf size, were also 
descried* The leaves had a near resemblance to a 
myrtle. It was the season for plucking the blossoms, 
the smallest of which, whea carefully dried, possess 
Ifte highest flavour, . 

The number of junks seen upon the river was in* 
calculable. Exclusiye of those bifsied in tlie ordinary 
course of commerce,, not less than a, thousand, of a 
targe size, we^e employed in the serTice<>f tlie govern, 
ment between Tong.choo»foo and Tien- sing,, for the 
purpose of gatherlngsuch taxes ^'were paid in kind, 



and a pari of the corn thus collected^ was depoiiteil 
in the public granaries throughout the empire. If i^ 
usjualfor the wives and families of the officers and 
sailors to live , constantly upon the water: childireQij 
are born ^ brought up^ and Spend their vfhole lives oo^ 
board ; every land ii foreign to them^iapd the water 
may be called their proper element. Each vessel, oii 
an average, contained fifty pi^rsons; and estimating 
the total of the boats titiyf^ thoqsand, it will appear 
that a hundred thousand souls move and live only 
upon the ^jilrface of that river. / 

There are no bridges thrpwA across the river {*eu 
ho^ as they would obstruct the navigfition ; but seve* 
ral of hewn »ton^, and. of decent architecture, were 
seen over branches of that river, as well aj over 
canals. Near the ruins of one of these bridges^ dila<^ 
pidated by an inundation, stood a large palace, in 
the midst of a garden, inclos^ within a wall, having 
a treble gate to the water-side* It was one of the 
emperor's seats, and was the occasional residence of 
some of the family. •, . 

Besides the mu^quitos already mentioned, there are 
other insects very troublesome, as well on account of 
tlieir sting, as of the uncommon noise they make. 
Of this last kind was the cicada^ whose din, produced 
by the motion of two flaps which coyer ^e abdomea 
ot the male,* was a signal to allure the female to 
amorous dalliance, who is not furnished with theso 
flaps. A species of ipotfa, 9s large as a humming. 
bird,, was; frequent in this quarter* 

The travellers, in their slow progress up the river^' 
often quitted and- . rejoined the .yachts, ^o observe 
more minutely objects on shore which struck the 
fancy : this conduct was watched with extraordinary 
jealousy-; and they were' given ^o understand ^that 
this freedojn was displeaslitg to tUe legate. In short, 
the interpreter discovere^^ by several vague intima« 
tionS| Qcc^sioQally let oat. in f^iliar i^ooversatiOn 
wUb the mandariites, th^t spma recent dissatisfaetion 
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bad been conceited at thef court of Pekin against the 
English nation. Great' circumspection had been oh. 
served b}r the interpreter, in acquiring this important 
itiforroation ; nor was it withoot much address that 
be extorted from them the following explanation. 

In the year 1791, the Bmperor of China ^ent an 
mrmy into the coantry of Thibet, to drive back the 
Rajah of Napanl, who had made predatory excursioM 
thither ; and in the contest, his army met with more 
obstacles, greater resistance, and heavier losses, than 
had been foreseen from so feeble an enemy. Some of 
the Chinese officers, mortified at their ill success, fan- 
tied they saw opposed to them not only Ettropean 
tactics, but European soldiers; and reported at court, 
that they perceived hi^s as well as tutbuiis. among 
their enemies ; and ithey concluded the former must 
bave been English. Thus it had been poUHcalltf and 
industriously reported^ among the people of China, 
that the English had, in the above instance, actually 
afforded assistance. Though the embassador gave no 
credit to qther fact, he was induced to believe, that 
the bare assertion would have the power to alienate 
uny previous favourable disposition of the country 
towards the government of Great Britain. 

It had been a policy practised lit the east, prior to 
. a meditated attack on the territories of a foreign 
prince, to send an embassy -thither, under the mask 
of friendship,, the better to discover its real situation 
and strength. The British government knew well 
i(?itb what a jealous eye the Chinese viewed their ac. 
quisitions in Bengal, and the prejudices which might 
be raised on the score of ambition ; and the embas. 
sador was furnished with arguments to allay their 
suspicions on that head. But it was not within the 
compass of hnman wisdom to foresee, and prepare 
against, an imputation of having interfered hostilely 
\f\th the arms of China, which had never taken place; 
nor was it'till the f<illowing year, when his excellency 
amv^ ftt Cmio^^ that he vras informed^ from £ng- 
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land apd Caloiatift, v^h^t were the circnmstaiices iipoii 
>^hich an assertion SQ groundless had been founded. 
It was notorious, that the gOTerQQr^general,of Ben^ 
gal conducted Jiimseif^ io. this business, with strict 
neutrality y and with -great propriety and attention tOm 
wards the Emperor of Cl^ic^ai declaring to the Rajah 
pf Napaul, that the only assistance he should giye^ 
was to endeavour, to extricate him fr^tm arninouf 
war, by mean of conciliatory negpciation ^eti!(fee|L tjio 
commanders of the Thibet and Chinese forces^ . 

It is probable, that if the embassy intend^ fof 
China» in the year ITS?) had not failed tlirough, ^f 
premature death of Colonel Cathcart, theo appQi9te4 
Britisli minii^ter to the court of PckiOi any misnndef* 
standing might bare been prevented; .or, if eveji. the 
circumstances connected, with the Thibet war had^ur* 
rived at Canton before the present embassador quit* 
ted its vicinity to proceed tp Tien*sing, it is possibU 
it might hate bean in his ppwer to refute the calami^; 
His excellency itook pains iq^ fmd absolutely did^ con* 
▼ince the priBcij^l mandarines and Chinese officers of ^ 
state^ that the story was unfounded;, bat he.was.Rojt 
ab)e to effect so qiuch with the Tartar. legate.) oyer 
whom the others h^ no ii|fluencex,wrho alpne WM 
allowed to xorrespond witfi the gOT^nment, and if ho 
evinced no disposition to mak^ a faypnrable or >ttst 
representation of the English or th<Q embassy. .Tha 
legate, either from mistrust or m^iteTolence) 9jea r^f 
fused to^end the embs^ssadpi's letters to Sir Erasmus 
Gower, by the messengers^f government) t)ioi|gi|i JN 
knew his excellency had had tiie honour of reoeivjing 
a packet from the emperor* Without the legate'! 
permission, there was no inode of conveying any in* 
telligence whatever ; of course he was secluded from 
corresponding mi&k the company's commissioners. ^$ 
Canton. Thus the most necessary int^ercpurse wM 
obstructed, without the least prospect of redress ;^ in- 
asmuch as the. legata wat tte intimata creatare. ^4 
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Collao, the prime minister of the empire, whose sen. 
timents were, doubtless, in perfect unison. 

It may be proper to obserte,^ in tiiis place, that the 
gOTcmment of China has not established any in ode of 
conreying letters of correspondence for the conve- 
niency of the people. Theemperor only recdres and 
sends expreaei^ which are conreyed on horseback to 
and from eTery part of his extensiye dominions, at 
the rate of a liundred and fifty miles a-day. For the 
ordinary exigencies of goTcrnment, as well as for the 
liise of the mandarines and officers of state, there an 
slower couriers i^pointed, who are sometimes, thongli 
rarely, permitted to carry letters or packets to indi- 
▼idnals. But information is conreycd to, or with. 
Iield from, the body of the people, just as die goTem* 
inent may deem it expedient* 
' The perrerse. circumstances aboye-mentioned aa« 
gnred an unfavourable success to the embassy, which 
was proceeding, but slowly, towards the capital. 
The rirer being shallow^ much mud, or diluted clay, 
was disturbed from the bottom ; and this, added to 
what was occasionally washed down into it from the 
mountains, rendered the water turbid and scarcdy 
potable; The Chinese, howeyer, haye an easy mode 
of refining it. A small quantity of allnm is put into 
the hollow joint of a bamboo, in which seyeral per. 
foratioQB are made. A conyenient quantity of water 
being taken from the riyer, it is to be stirred^aboul 
three or four minutes with this bamboo ; by which 
the allnm unites with the earthy particles, and pre. 
tijMtates them to the bottom of the yessel, leaying 
the water pure and tiransparent. 
• The Chinese of. rank use distilled water for their 
own consumption ; and eyen the lower classes never 
drink it till tea or some other salubrious herb has 
been infused in it. Not only is this infusion drunk 
)i6t, as cotnmon beverage, but even wine and every 
0th6f li^nid^ is made warm before taken^ The same 
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mo<)e pref dUs in tha hot climate of ithidoslaiiA JTlie 
Chinese, howerer, enjoy, in the heat of snmmeri the 
grateful coolness of ice; but it is principally With 
fruits and sweetmeats. * 

Notwithstanding tea is the common bererage df all 
the Chiutise, and is presented to visitors at all hours | 
yet there are some, especially in the northern pro- 
vinces, who are fond of spiritqous liquors, and are 
disposed to be very con viviah The mandarines seemed 
to indulge in luxury; they made, daily, serer^l meals 
of animal food, highly seasoned ; each repast con* 
sisttng of many courses. The interyals were employed 
in smoking, and chewing the areca nut. 

The Chinese of rank are in general courteous, fa« 
miliar, and aifable ; but they are vain and national. 
The tifo Mandarines who had the direction of the em* 
bassy, took much pleasure in satisfying the inquiries 
made respecting their own country. The legate was 
more taeiturnous, and seldom entjered into conrersa. 
tion wi^h the embassador, who, very prudently^ 
forbore to ask questions about China in his pre- 
sence. He Tisited his excellency pretty often^ 
though he travelled, in great pomp, part of the way^ 
by land, in a sedan chair, preceded by soldiers and 
servants clearing the way before him* ^^1 ., 

<Fhe embassy, in its passage up the river, was salnr 
ted by a discharge of three guns at every military p^^ 
some of which were passed ertrj day when the higk 
road was near the river* This road, though narrow^ 
was good ; carriages were few ; and those only with 
two wheels, and without^rings* Gentlemen com* 
monly travel in sedaji. chairs^ chair palanquins, or 
on horseback,-— and igpies in close litters, snspeoded 
between mules; and even in this manner only for 
short distances* There are no coaches in the coun-; 

. The ancient custom of applying sails to carriages 
by land, is not entirely laid mde* These vehicles 
are carta or double barrows mside of bamboo, having 
one. large wheel placed between Uiem* Two polea^ 
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' by infonnatioiiy teyea hundred thousand persons. 

^ Some of the honfles are built with atoae, ))ttt mostly 
with brick, of- one story only, though there arc some 
of two stones high. Every house is well filled, inas. 
much as the existing: branches of the same family 
4well in small apartments, under the same roof. The 
best or most dur'able bricks are of a bluish or lead 
colour; some few are red, and others pale brown: 
the last kind, used for the mean dwellings, are otilj 
baked in the sun ; the blue bricks are burnt in, a kilo 
by a close wood fire^ the, blaze of which is not al. 
lowed to touch them } and those which are exposed 
to its flame acquire a reddish dolour. In the making 
of bricks from the clay» thin layers of straw are 
placed between thef^ w'^hout which they would, as 
they dried, run or adl^e together; so that the Chi. 
nese, like the children of Israel, could not'maks 
bricks without straw. 

The landu, as on the other sjde of Tten^sing, were 
many of them coTered with millet, which, with rice, 
and some corn, are the principal objects of cultiva. 
^ tion ; yet the people hate experienced the dreadful 
effects of famine from the destruction of locusts, or 
the fall of torrents ' from the mountains. In some 
spots were seen growing a species of the dolichos^ not 
rery dissimilar to the kidney bean; in othevs fields of 
beans and Tarious kinds of pulse, and likewise sesa* 
fnum, and other plants whose seeds produce oil. 

/ Plantations of the tca.tree, of a dwarf size, were also 
descried. The leaves ha^ a near resemblance to a 
myrtle. It was. the season for plucking tlie blossoms, 
the smallest of which, whea carefully drkd, possess 
Ifte highest flavour, . 

The number of junks seen upon the river was in* 
calculable, flzclusiye of those bifsied in tlie ordinary 
course of commerce,; not less than a thousand, of a 
targe size, weire employed in the wririce<>f Uie govern, 
ment between Tong.choo»foo and Tien- sing,, for the 
purpose of gathering such taxes ^ were paid in kind^ 
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and a pari of the corn 4hn» collected, was dq>oiitea 
in the public gFanaries throughout the empire. It i| 
tt9iial .for the wives and families of the officer? ana 
sailors to liye constantly upon the water: childreOj 
are born, brought up^ and Spend their whole live^ on^ 
board ; every land is foreign to theni,iand the water 
may be called- their proper. etem^t« Each vessel, oi| 
an average, contained fifty persons; and estimating 
the total of the boats at.ty^o tUoqsand, it will appear 
that a hundred thousand souls move and live only 
upon the ^jilrface of that river, « ri • 

There are no bridges thrpwA across the river fd- 
ho^ as they would obstruct the navigation; but seve. 
ral of hewn stone, and of decent architecture, were 
seen over branches of that river, as well a; over 
canals. Near the ruins of one of these bridges^ dila, 
pidated by an inundation, stood a large palace, in 
the midst of a garden, inclosed within a wall, having 
a treble gate to the water-side. It was one of the 
emperor's seats, and was the occasional residence of 
some of the family. » , 

Besides the musquitos already inentione^, there are 
other insects very troublesome, as well on account of 
their sting, as of the uncommon noise they make. 
Of this last kind was the cicada^ whose din, produced 
by the motion of two flaps which coyer the abdomea 
of the male,' was a signal to allure the female to 
amoroa3 dalliance, who is not famished with these 
flaps. A species of moth, 9s large as a humming- 
bird,, was^frequent in this quarter* 

The travellers, in their slow progress up the river; 
often quitted and- rejoined the .yachts, ^o observe 
wore minutely objects on shorp which struck the 
fancy : this conduct was watched with extraordinary 
jealousy* and they weref given .to understand *that 
this freedom was displeaslitg to the legate. In short, 
the interpreter diScovereit, by several vague intima- 
tions, Qcci^ionally let oat. in f^iliar i^onversation 
with the mandarines, that some recent dissatif/action 
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bad been conceited at the court of Pekin against the 
English nation, 'Great' circnmspeetion had been oh. 
served by the interpreter, in acqoiring this important 
itafonnation ; nor was it without much skddre^ff that 
be extorted from them the following explanation. 

In the year 1791 ^ the Emperor of China «ent an 
mrmy into the country of Thibet, to drive back the 
Rajah of Napaul, who had made predatory excursions 
thither ; and in the contest, his army met with more 
obstacles, greater resistance, and heayier losses, thaa 
had. been foreseen from so feeble an enemy. Some of 
the Chinese officers, mortified at their ill success, fan. 
tied they saw opposed to them not only Europeao 
tatctics, but European soldiers ; and reported at court, 
that they perceived hats as well as tufbans, amoog 
their enemies ; and they concluded the former must 
liave been English. Thus it had been politically and 
industriously reported among the people of China, 
ihat the English had, in the above instance, actually 
afforded assistance. Though the embassador gave no 
credit to dther fact, he was induced to believe, that 
the bare assertion would have the power to alienate 
any previous favourable disposition of the country 
towards the government of Great Britlsin. 

It had been a policy practised In the east, prior to 
. a meditated attack on the territories of a foreign 
prince, to send an embassy -thither, under the mask 
of frienclship,.thc better to discover its real situation 
and strength. The British government knew well 
i^itb what a jealous eye the Chinese viewed their ac« 
quisitions !n Bengal, and the prejudices which might 
be raised on the score of ambition ; and the embas. 
sador was furnished with arguments to allay their 
•uspicions on that head. But it was not wUhIo the 
compass of human wisdom to foresee, and prepare 
against, an imputaiion of having Interfered hostilely 
vfith the arn^ of China, which had never taken place; 
nor was It'till the f<illowihg year, when his excellency 
arriv^ at Cmioi^i that he was informed| from Eng. 
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land and Ca)oiitift, i>yhat were the circamstaiices ttpoa 
^hich an assertion SQ groundless ha4 l^een founded. 
It ifas notorious, that the gOTerQQr^generat,of lien^ 
gal conducted Jiimself^ in this business, with strict 
neutrality, and wHh -great praprie^y and attention tOm 
wards the Emperor of daiic^ai declaring to theR^ajah 
pf Napaul, that the only assistance he should . giye^ 
was to endeavour to extricate k\m frpm arninouf 
war, by mean of conciliatory negociatian heti!(fee|L ij^ 
commanders of the Thibet and Chinese forces^ . 

It is probable, that. if. the embassy intendQ^ fof 
China» in the year ITS?) had not. failed tilirough.^t 
premature death of Colonel Cathcart, tbeo appoi9te4 
Briti^i minii^ter to the court of Pckin, any misund^f • 
«taading might bare been prevented; .or, if eve,a the 
circumstances connected, with the Thibet war )ia4.<ur« 
rived at Canton before the present embassador quit* 
ted its vicinity to proceed tp Tien.sing, it is possibU 
it might hate bean in his ppwer to refute the calami^; 
His excellency it6ok pains to, and absolutely did^ cpn? 
▼ince the priBciptal mandarines and Chinese p^c^rs gtf-- 
state, that the story was unfonnded; but he.was^Bojt 
ab)e to itffect so qiuch with the Tartar. legate., oy^r 
.whom the others had no ii|fluencei,w]|q alpn^e WM 
allowed to xorrespond witfi the gOT^nm.^nty and ifhQ 
evinced no dispositipn to mak^ a fayonrable or jus| 
representation of the English or ^hj^. embassy.. The 
legate, either from mistrust or malevolence, eyen T94 
fused to^end the embs^ssad.or's letters to Sir Erasmiiy 
Gower, by the messengers«^f government, t)ioi|g|i.h« 
knew his excellency had had tiie hono^r of receiving 
a packet from the emperQr. Without the legate'! 
permission, there was no mode of conveying any in« 
telligence whatever ; of course he was secluded fronn 
corresponding widi the company's commissioiiers. ^$ 
Canton. Thus the most necessary in tjercourse WM 
obstructed, without the least prospect of redress ;, in. 
asmucii as the legate wai tiU intimata creature jq| 



u 



saiBAssT TO cHXirv 999 



CHAP. IX. 



lands near Tong^choo-foo. Pntceedi 
Pekin to a Pdace in its KeighiourhooiL 
t to the Capital* 

Ate prescribed for the embassy was iln'oug^ 
f Pc^kin to a Tilla in the yieinity of the em- 
itumnal palace, called Yuen-mln-Yuen, or 
f perpetual verdure. At this palace were to 
iited such of the presents as might receiye 
|iy conrey tn^ them along the rugged roads to % 
'; — A temple, or monastery, near Tong*choo« , 
fc appropriated for the accommodation of the 
^or and his suite, and temporary buildings 
erected for receiving the presents. These 
s, constructed of stroilg bamboo, were impe« 
J to rain ; guards were placed around them, 
sons forbidden to approach them with fire oc / 
^ All the articles were re-landed and housed iu 

Item pic, now converted into a caravansary fgr 

/) jJ*^* of rank, was founded several conturies ago, 

^ '" munificence of a bigot, for the maiatcnaace of 

priests of the religion of Fo, the most general 

na. It professes the doctrine of th^ iransmi- 

///7jfn of souls, and holds out happiness under cer- 

^fBonditions, which consist more in donations for 

^"^Trecting of temples, and maintenance of priests, 

in the observance of mora! duties ; the oegl xt of 

is the punishment of the defp.ulters in having 

^ souls pass into the bodies of the meanest aai« 

If, in which the sufferings are'to be apportioned to 

ir transgressions. In this temple was a deity per* 

Ifying Providence, under a graceful female figure, 

held in her hand a circular plate, haying an eye 

>urtrayed upon it. 

^^' VOi. XX. C ft 
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Nearly the whole of the habitable parts of the tern, 
pie was occupied bj the aumerous train of the cm. 
bassador. The priests went to at neighbouring mona* 
stery, except one, who was appointed to watch oyer 
the lamps of theshrine, and to attend his excellency's 
commands. The rooms had boarded platforms, ele. 
tattd a foot from the floor ; thick woollen cloths 
were spread upon them, wliich, with the addition of 
% cushion, constituted the bedding of those priests. 
I'he apartments of the superiors of the monastery 
were allotted for the embassy, in which, to their 
great terror, were discovered scorpions and scolopen. 
aras. 

A public banquet or breakfast was prepared tho 
next morning by the Mandarines, to which every per- 
son belonging to the embassy was invited. Besides 
tea, there were various kinds of viands. Tables were 

• spread in the vacant parts of the new store rooms, no 
other place being su^ciently capacious. This repast, 
according to Chinese etiquette, was given as a mark I 
of extreme civility, by including every attendant be- 
longing to the persoti whom it was meant to honour ; 
and not to have accepted of it, would, besides giving 

^ "imbrage, have been considered as a want of good 

rx '^e distance from the beach to the temple was so 
lined ^^^^ people, that it had the appearance of a 
crowdeu* ^^^9 especially as similar stalls were pur- 
j gyg cted for the sale of liquors, fruit, and other 
articles, h^^^ * pauper to be seen on the spot ; nor 
did any one *sk alms. The present, indeed, was 
not the season ^^ distress for the peasantry, who in 
times of dearth o.t scarcity, impelled by sharp hun- 
ger are often dri\^t.n to criminal excesses to procuri^ 
food In those tim ^^ o^ national calamity, however, 
the emperor, who may truly be called the father ot 
his people, opens the pwbhc granaries for their rdieti 
remits th« Uxes of the hapi^s cultivator, and reinstates 
' him in his fat m by pecttWilf/ assistance. 
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A party of gentlemen, accompanied by some Man- 
darines, going into the adjoining city to purchase 9 
few trifles, observed the projection of a lunar eclipse 
upon the sides of seyeral houses* In fine weather ^^^ 
persons^ of every class live much without doors^, and 
accustoming themselves to watch the appearances of 
the heavens, they connect them, by habit, to ttrreS- 
trial events, as if these had a dependence on the for. 
mer. Some fortuitous concurrences taking pla'cci 
strengthened the belief, and the vanity of prescience 
laid the foundation of the pretended science of astro* 
logy. ' * ' 

If, as the people believed, eclipses had power of 
influence over the operations of nature, and the trans- 
actions of mankind, the peHod of their advent meri^^ 
ted care and attention : and the government of the 
country, wishing to establish its authority, in their 
opinion of its superlative wisdom and solicitade for 
their safety and welfare, has availed itself of their 
prejudices, by exclusively obtaining a commuHication 
of all that science and observation could afford on this 
subject. This foreknowledge is afterwards made 
known to the people at large, and that In so solemn a 
manner, as to inspire them with veneration for that 
superintending power from whence they derived that 
information* 

The Chinese have always considered an eclipse ol 

the sun as portending some national calamity ; and as 

they estimate their own happiness by the degree of 

virtue possessed by their sovereign, they attribute 

their misfortunes to his privation of moral goodnos«. 

Even the emperor is forced, as it were, to accede to the 

, idea, and govern himself accordingly. On the eve of afi 

I eclipse, for example, he never engages in any impor- 

' tant entcrpriae : but seems desirous of avoiding thd 

converse of his ministers, that he may secretly examine 

into his past actions, with a view to correct their er^ 

[ TQvSf for which the approaching eclipse may be seat 

cc2 
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as aD «dflioiU&n ; and his sabjects are inTited freeTjr 
to #ffer tbeir ad?ice. 

Though some of the Mandarines who were with tiis 
party conceired a just idea of the nature of edipses, 
the Chinese, in general, did not seem to be sufiicientlj 
skilled in numerical computationi as to be able to 
iolye any intricate problem* Thiy calculate by the 
help of a machine called stoan pan. Sm;|ll balls are 
strung upon wires, and placed in different €aliunJi& 
Tho^e in the first row, to the right, stand for unfts; 
the next column from right to left teas, and so on in 
a tenfold ratip* 

The multiplication as well as subdi?ision of quan- 
tities and measures, among the Ch'mese is rendered 
simple by addecimations. In their money, for 
instance, an ounce weight of silver is equal to a leang ; 
ten chen make a leapg, ten /en a chen, and ten lee a 
fen. Thus the lefi^ a real, and the smallest of their 
copper poin, }s a thousandth part of a leang^ — But 
they have imaginary money, though still addecimated, 
extending much lower than a lee^ which is of a cir. 
Cular form, having a square hole in the middle to ad. 
mit packthread, upon which thiey are strung in iens^ 
and multiple of tens, for mutual convenience io traf* 
fic.T— A lee, the only standard coin in the empire, is 
the common price of a cup of tea, which is sold in 
ppblichouses there as porter is in England. 

There is no silver coin in China, notwithstanding 
Payments are made with that metal in masses of about 
ten ounces, having the form of the crucible they were 
refined in with the stamp of a single character upon 
them denoting their weight. Its value, in currency, 
Tise3 aqd falls according to its relative scarcity or 

Slenty issued from the imperial treasury. Spanish 
ollars were known at Tong-choo-foo, ?i-nd are cur 
rent throughout every part of Asia. Gold is fre- 
quently made nse of in articles of dress or luxury 
but seldom applied tq the purposes pf cpmi^erpet 
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There Is too ftate\religion acknowledged or eneott. 
i*a^ed ia Chiaa. The faith of most of the commoa 
J>eople Is that 6f Fo ; maay of the Mandarines have 
a.nt>ther, and that of th0 emperor differ«nt from theiri, 
£ut the teraplos consecrated to religious worship aro 
scarcely distiognishable f rom common dwelHng.honsed^ 
"The circular lofty structures, called, by Europeans^ 
IPs^odas, are of Tarious' kinds, appropriated to ts» 
Tious uses, but none for religious worship, in many 
instances there is a similarity in the' exterior forma 
of the religion of Fo and that of the Rosnish "chnifch. 
Upon the altars of the Chinese temples were placed, 
l)ohind a screen, ah image of Shin-^moo^ Or the holj 
mother, sitting with a chihl in her arms, in an alcOyci 
with r^yd of glory roiind her head, and tapers eoute 
stantly burning before her. 

The temples of Fo contain more images than are 
met with in most christian churches* There was one 
female figure particularly prayed to by unmarried 
women who de«ire husbands, and by married wo« 
men who wish for ^children. But as the doctrine of 
Fo admits of a subordinate deity propitious to'ererjT 
wish that can be formed in the human mind ; as the 
government of the conntry ne?er interferes with mere 
opinions, nor prohibits any belief which may not 
affect the peace of society, it is no woiSder it should 
spread among those classes of the people who are disf^ 
satisfied with the ordinary eTcnts of nature. Thus^ 
from e^Ltreme superstition, the t«mples are particu* 
larly frequented, and the superintend ant deity firsfc 
consulted, previous to the undertaking of any thing 
of Importance ; whether it be to enter into the matrti^ 
monial state, to set out on a journey, to make or 
conclude a bargain, or -any other momentous events 
There are various methods of doing this, one of 
ivhich is ; a piece of wood,- of six or eight eqtial sidetl 
or surfaces, each having its particular mark, Ift 
thrown into the air ; the side which is uppermo»t^ 
c c 3 
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after reaching the grouod^is examined and referred to 
by the priest to its correspondent mark in the book 
of fate. If the first throw accord if ith the wishes of 
bim who ihade it, he prostrates himself in gratitude, 
and cheerfully undertakes the business. If the throw 
be unpropitious he makes a second trial ; bat the 
third throw mnst decide the question. The temples 
are always accessible to consult the will of heaven ; 
tad their adoration ponisists more in giving thanks 
than offering prayers. 

. The Chinese, in their turn, had now an opportu. 
Hity of seeing an European ceremony of religion, in 
the funeral of an ingenious artist, of the name of 
Eades, belonging to the embassy, who died on Mon. 
day evening, the nineteenth of August, near Tong- 
<ihoo-foo. fie came from Birmingham, and was in" 
ducod, though beyond the middle age, to undertake 
the voyage, in hopes of acquiring, among .other arts, 
that of making tinsel, as practised at Pekin, which 
is not liable to tarnish, or less so than that which is 
fabricated in Europe. By order of his excellency, 
the funeral rites were performed, next day, with mi- 
litary honours, and, the procession accompanied by a 
prodigious concourse of Chinese. The ceremony of 
interment was done with becoming decency and gra. 
vity, Mii table to eastern custom, which considers the 
least mark of levity on these solemn occasions as bar. 
b^rous and inhuman. His body was interred amidst 
several Chinese tombs, interspersed with cypress, 
trees, near the road leading out of Tong.choo-foo. 

The country, for some miles round Tong.ohoo.foo, 
was level; the soil light, and of easy culture. Its 
principal autumnal crpps were Indian corn and nail- 
let : and the thick stubble was left upon the ground 
for manure. The instruments of husbandry / for 
thrashing and winnowing corn, as well as for rolling 
the land, were nearly of European construction. 
The enclosures were few i and but f^w cattle to en- 
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—storage ground was rare ; the Qtitindls for 
tillage b^ing foddered and fed chiefiy iii 
traw cat small and mixed with beans was 
for horses. Ploughing was performed by 
:- being too cold here for buffaloes. Their 
ere strong and bony, but no means femploy- 
prove their breed. Many of them were spot* 
agularly as a leopard, occasioned by crossing 
t contrary colours. Mule^ were more valu- 
an horses, requiring less food, and performing 
abour. \The cottages of the peasantry were 
Od comfortable ; not united into villages, but 
iilispersed. They had neither fences nor gates 
ird them against wild beasts or thieves ; for the 
I perhaps, it were unnecessary, as robbery's are 
'% committed, notwithstanding the punishment is 
Joapital, unless accompanii^d by acts of violence. 
^6 wives of the peasantry are truly industrious ; 
les managing every domestic concern, they exer* 
inch trades as are carried on within doors. They 
' " silk -worms, spin cotton, and work at the loom ; 
"^ tiortj they are the only weavers in the country, 
^j^ilr husbands, however, tyrannise over them, keep 
in the greatest subjection, and, on occasional 
Irrels, make them attend behind tl^e table as hand. 
is. The old geni^rally reside with the young, to 
I per their impetuosity ; and obedience to them 
iforced as well by habit as by moral precepts. ' 
kral. maxims are inculcated by the aged to the 
|Qger ofiPspring ; and plain sentences of morality 
hfing up in the common hall, where the male 
'Winches of the family assemble. A tablet of ances- 
^rj* is in every house, and references in conversation 
Tifftbn made to their actions. By their periodical vi. 
r«it9 to the tombs of their forefathers, the most remote 
xelations become collected and united. The child is 
bomod to work and provide for his father and mo.. 
ther ; and the brother, for the brother and sister in 
extreme distress ; ^ failure in this duty stamps them 



uUh suQb igQjQminyf as to prdciu<le the necessUy of 
a positive law to this purpose* Even the most dis« 
taat relative, if iq ill health, or io misery, has aiclaim 
on his kii»dred for charitable assbtauce. This is ihe 
xeaaon why no mendtcants^ nor spev^taclet^ of distress, 
are to. be seen. 

By the ciLstom of the. conntryi persons on horse^ 
b^ck, meeting their superiors, dismount as a token of 
respect. This civility, which was shewn to some 
English gentlemen in an excursion into the country, 
ptev^Is in other parts of the East* Similar homage 
IS esmcted from all the residents at Batavia, by the 
putch gpvcraors and counsellors of the Indies. 
From this instance, as well as from others in Java 
and other places, it is clear, that China gives the ton 
to alji the countries bordering upon its seas. Every 
sovereign in the eastern part pf Asia, for example, 
effects the distinction of yellow^colour in imitation of 
the emperor. 

The presents a.nd baggage, which hitherto had 
come by water, were now to be conveyed by land to 
the emperor^s autumnal palace. Siich as were liable 
to receive damage by the jolting of vehicles without 
springs, were destined to be carried by men ; and 
from a pretty nice calculation it was found that about 
pinety waggons, forty hand barrows, two hundred 
horses, and nearly three thousand labouring men, 
.would be wanted for this business. 
. In China, bulky and heavy packages are carried by 
men. To each side of the load are fixed two strong 
^ bamboos. If four men (two to each bamboo) be not 
equal to its weight, two other bamboos^ shorter than 
^e first, are fastened to the extremities of each of the 
original long ones. These eight extremities are 
brought to rest on the shoulders of eight men. 
More bamboos being aifixed to these, the strength of 
a greater number of men may be applied in a geome- 
trical proportion ^ each of whom would sustain an 
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aal degree of pressure on raising or carrjing ponv 
rous packages. 

The -embassador and three gentlemen of his sutto 

(▼oiled in sedan chairs ; the other gentlemen, and 

I the Man^rines, on horseback. They were pre** 

fded bj-Chinese. soldiers on foot, who cleared tlio 

ky. His excellency's serrants and guard were con* 

iyed in waggons. '*r-The road to Pekin from Tong* 

hoo-foo is perfectly le^el, the middle of which is 

aved with granite ; bordered in many places with 

rees* On the road, and over a ri?ulet, was a hand^^ 

ome marble bridge, wide, substantial, and but little 

Novated, as the bank» of the river are never over* 

lowed* N^ 

After partaking of a breakfast at a small Tillage 
•poa the road, jthey got soon after to the eastern sub.* 
■rbs, and io^nfteen minutes more, before the wiills 
of the i;ity^ of Pekin. The embassador's arrival was 
notified by the firing of gnns. Refreshments were 
prepared at a resting place within the gate, over 
which was a watch tower, ha?ing, in the different 
stories', port-holes for cannon. The height of the 
city walls was forty feet, the parapet crenated, with 
holes in the merlons for archery ; the thickness 
twenty feet at the base, and twelve across the tevre- 
plaine or platform, upon which the parapet was 
erected. The walls were flanked on the outside by 
square towers, distant from each other about sixty 
yards, and projecting from the curtain between them 
forty or fifty feet. Several horsemen might ride 
abreast upon the ramparts, to which an ascent was 
made by declivous paths of earth raised withinside. 

The entrance into Pekin had nothing to excite 
particular aUentien. The houses were mostly of one 
story ; the street about a hundred {cet wide, but un<» 
paved, across which was a triumphal arch built of 
wood, having three elegant gateways. This street 
led to the eastern, called the tfelioWy wall of the im<* 
perl^l palace, whose pame |s derived from the cqIouf 
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of the TS^rDished tiles ^oreriag the top. Near the 
gate were extensive storehouses f«r depositing ricef 
and a lefty .building, at no great distance, said to h% 
an observatory, built in the reign of the emperor 
Yong.ioo, ta whom the city was indebted for its 
principal ornaments. A funeral procession ^ras met 
in this street, which, from the wkHe colour of the 
mourners, Was taken for that of a wedding ; but the 
lamentations of young men attending the corpse^ 
inclosed, in a square coffin^ shaded by a gaudy 
painted canopy, soon nndeceiTed the traTellers : the 
female relatives followed behind, in sedan chairg 
covered with white cloth* Soon after, a nuptial pro. 
cession offered itself to view, in which it woiild be ae 
preposterous to appear in white 9a h would in Europe 
to be dressed in black. The li^y, whom the bride^i 
groom bad not yet seen, was carried in a gaudjfr 
chair, decorated with festoons of factitious flowers, 
attended by her relations, friends^ and servants, 
supporting the paraphernalia, the oidy portion givea 
to a daughter in marriage. 

The embassy, turning to the right of the yellowr 
wall, got from its eastern to its northern side^ in 
which street, instead of shops for buitiness, the houses 
were all private. Before the courts of these houses 
was a wall or curtain to obstruct the view of passea. 
gers ; and this was called the wall of respect. They 
halted opposite the treble gates on the ^northern side 
of the palace wall, which encompassed a considerable 
space of ground. In some spots were steep mounts ; 
la others deep hollows, full of water, with varied 
margins. Out of these artificial lakes appeared seve« 
ral smallislands, beautified with fancied fabrics, ink^r- 
spersed with trees. The emperor's principal palaces 
were erected upon eminences of various heights, some 
of these hills were embellished with lofty trees, 
which encircled cabinets and summer-houses destined 
for pleasure and retirement, the whole forming a 
scene irre^stibly charming* 
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"^oatintting in a westerly course through the city, 

eye was directed to a library of foreign manu. 

pts, among which was said to be an Arabic copy 

^ the KoraA[i. Besides a few Mahometan spectator^ 

/\ the novel procession, recognised by their red caps^ 

4 re several women, natives of Tartary, or of Tar- 

1 I extraction, whose feet were not distorted like • 

( ^se of the Chinese ; many of them were genteely 

hissed, and of delicate features ; but their com. 

. exions were assisted by art. The seat of beauty 

4_as upon the lower lip, in the middle of which was a 

fck patch of Vermillion. Some of these ladies were 

[covered carriages, and others on horseback, riding 

^,^,,Jlraddle like meri. The embassy now crossed a 

p|veet, situated north and south, in length four miles, 

:^^^e whole extent of the Tartar city, and in about two 

»urs more, after having passed by several beautiful 

imples and other extensive buildings, ardved at one 

the western city gates, whence commences the 

Suburbs; to traverse which took up twenty mi- 

^liutes. 

M Thfr embassy had now reached the villa intended 
Iff or its reception, situated between the town of Hai- 
v^tien and Yuen.min.yuen : the buildings comprised 
several (distinct pavilions, constructed round small 
"T'courts, whose apaHmedts were mostly embellished 
Y with landscapes, done in water colours : the whole 
Sjencircled about twelve acres of land, in which was a , 
''garden laid out with taste; a rivulet meandering. 
/ rouod an island ; a grove of trees with scattered grasg 
s plots of factitious mounds and cavities, and craggy 
I rocks rudely piled upon each other. 
^ The governor of this palace, between whom and 
7 the embassador the accustomed compliments of civi. 
. lity passed, agreed with his .excellency, that the most 
: advantageous mode of displaying the presents would 
i be to place the most rarean4 curious on each side of 
the throne, in one of the balls of audience* /Xhe en* 



SOO ehbasst To mm a. 

trance io this hall, whose external appearance was 
ma^ifieent, was throagh three qaadrangular courts, 
encompassed by seTcral detached buildings. It was 
a hundred feet in length, and forty in brlsadth, and in 
height about twenty ; and erected upon a platform qi! 
granite. Two rows of large wooden columns, whose 
shafts were painted reii and Tarnished, supported i^is 
projecting roof; and its capitals, besides other oma- 
nlents, were decorated with dragons, whose feet were 
armed with five claws. There was nothing left in 
the hall but the throne, except a few large jars of 
porcelain, and a musical clock, made early in the 
present century, by George Clafkt^y iof LeadenhaiU 
9tfeet^ tfondon. 

The throne was ascended to by steps in the front 
and on each side; and above it were the Chinese 
characters of glory and perfection. Tripods, and 
^ssels^f incense, were placed on each side, and be« 
fore it a small table, as an altar, for placing offerings 
of tea and fruit to the spirit of the absent emperor. 
Being the period of full moon, a festival ni^ith the fol- 
lowers of Fo, it was a day of sacrifice.< -Among 

the many names giren to his imperial majesty, he 
has one which corresponds in sound, as well as in 
Written characters, with that giiren iiv China some- 
times to the deity ; doubtless as an attribute of 

' power, residing, alraostentirely, ia the person of the 
sovereign ; whose dominion they consider as virtually 

* extending oVer the whole world. Believing the ma. 
jesty of the emperor to be ubiquitary, they sacrifice 
to him when absent; it cannot, therefore, besurpris. 
ing they should adore him when present. The ado* 
ration, or Koteou^ cogsists in nine prostrations of the 
body, the forehead being made each time to touch the 
floor ; which is not only a mark of the deepest humi- 
lity and submission, but also implies a conviction of 
the omnipotence of htm towards whom this veneratiom 
Is made» • 
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These object prosternadons are required tiot otiljr 

jTrom the subjects and tributary prioces of theemplref^ 

but alfio from all strangers, however exalted ; and the 

legate now urged the embassador to perform them 

before the throne. His excellency had preTioasIy re- 

ceiyed his majesty's instructions on this head, and was 

therefore prepared to answer the demand. He wclb 

Ijiew the tenacity of the cgiprt in exacting ceremonies 

as degrading to one part as exaltjng to the other, and 

-which rendered embassies singularly grateful to the 

Imperial court. It was this haughty spirit which dic« 

tated orders to write, in large Chinese character^, not 

only upon the flags of the yachts up the river Pel.ho, 

but likewise ppon those which accompanied all the 

land carriages of the embassry, EMBASSADOR 

BEARING TRIBUTE FROM THE COUNTRY 

OF ENGLAND. 

His excellency, considerhig that he might be sup. 
posed ignorant of the meaning of those characters, 
forbore to make any formal complaint ; in which, in 
the first place, he augured no success, and in the next, 
that it might be the means of abruptly terminating the 
embassy. The characters, however, had attracted 
general notice ; they were inserted in the court ga« 
Sette ; they would be recorded in the annals of the 
empire, and would find their way into Europe through 
the medium of the Russian residents, and the mission, 
aries in the capital. The embassador was therefore 
particularly on his guard with respect to any act of 
his own, which might lessen the dignity of his sove- 
reign ; and he had the example of a Russian embas- 
sador who had refused to comply with the ceremony 
in question, until a regular promise had been made 
for its return in like manner to his sovereign. The 
patch, who in the last century had meanly submitted 
to every degrading ceremony in the hope of obtain, 
iog profitable commercial advantages, complained af. 
.tcr^ards of being treated with neglect, and of being 

B O 
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dismiiMd without exixsrknctag the siUlliMt nmA of 
favour* 

• Somo of the misnonaries, it was said^ ha4 repre- 
sented Holland to the Inperial coiurt as a spot upoa 
the general map, bearing a political, weight or import 
ance only in proportion to its size. The same standajrd, 
in all likeUbood, may haW been applied with regard 
to England. From such i^artial aud inaccurate atate. 
menta it i6 fair to conclude^ that the Chinese mioisteii 
nay have formed a scale by which they measure the 
orelative importance of the different powers of Europe, 
by the degrees of reluctance with which they accede 
to their claim of arrogated superiority. Bat in any 
point of view, there were cogent reasons for imagin- 
ang, that the disposition of the Chinese empire, at 
that time, would refuse a return of favours for any 
sacrifice of dignity. The prejudices imbibed against 
.the English on their first appearance at Canton ; the 
effect of subsequent misrepresentations ; and, to com- 
plete all, the recent circumstances of the Thibet war, 
.notwithstanding the magnificence which every where 
accompanied the embassy, woriced so strongly upon 
the minds of every Tartar chief, as to excite a mis. 
trust of its designs, as if intended ultimately to share 
with the Tartars thcmseltcs some portion of their 
ruling power. 

The legate^ wjio was not ignorant of the case of the 
Russian embassy, flattered himself of being more sue 
.cessful with the British embassador, from whose tract, 
.able disposition he had built upon uaoonditional com- 
.pliance; and to his own efforts he added those of the 
mandarines who were the most intimate with bis es- 
cellency. These, however, were astonished when 
they beard that, for a similar act done hy an Eujro- 
peui, TimagoraS) in the character of embassador to a 
.powerful monarch of the cast (of Persia) was €ono 
.demned to suffer death by his countrymen, the A the- 
jaians, aa soon as harreturoed hoioo, for iiaviag do* 



^rtded the Bation wlio dejpated him ; that less acts of 
lioniUation had, in modern times, been severely cen^ 
snred; the actions of nico in a public capacity being 
looked upon as the acts of those whom they ropre^ 
sent; and that ceremonies practised by 'subjects to 
ihdiF^over^igns, ought not to be ^:aeted from the 
vepresentatives of foreign princes* 

The -point in question beiiig of the utmost ddicacy^ 
ios excellency was disposed to gratify the declared 
-wishes of the emperor, as far as lay in his power^ 
without comtnitting the dignity of his soTereign. Ho 
€M not, therefore, refuse to accede to the ceremeny 
of prostration, but offered to perform the whole on a 
eoiicHtioB Which, while it did not abstract any peit. 
MHial respect from the «mperor, remoTcd the princtpsi 
•bjeeiion attached to it as an act of homage or de^. 
I^endence in his rcpresentatiTe character. This con*, 
^ion was, << That a subject of his Imperial majesty,^ 
«f e%ual rank to his own, should perform, before the 
picture he had with him of fai& majesty, dressed in his 
robes of state, the same ceremonies that the embassa^ 
dor should b« directed to do before the Chincsedirone." 
It was of the utmost moment that this proposal should 
be accurately translated and forwarded to the empeu 
Tor, to ayoid the possibility of misconception. The 
efnbassadorhil interpreter, though a native of China, 
from long disuse, was unacquainted with the style re^ 
qoisite Idr the palace, and f romr baring been for years^ 
vhile at Naples, accustomed to write only in Latin 
ttiid Italian, the Chinese characters, amounting to 
eighty thousand, were no longer familiar to him. 
The missionaries scarcely ever attempted to write of. 
#cial papers ; they were generally done by Chinese 
i»red to letters. The legate, who had directed his 
iriews to unconditional compliance, resisted any com. 
pact in writing, and was unwilling to afford any as«- 
•istan ce to that purpose. After repeated appl ications'^ 
eomeof the missiooanes were introduced to his ex* 
•ellency^ but with tb^ utawst circumspcctipn, ^nd ia 
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"preBence af the legate and a Portugnese jest^^'wlmm 
the emperor had raised to a higher dignity than an/ 
of hi« brethren. This man was inimical to tiie inte. 
rests of Great Britain, and encourajged the legate to 
resist the reqnest which the embassador had OMde to 
remove to the capital, where he might more convent* 
entiy prepare for the journey to Zhe.hol ; bnt the 
governor of the palace of Yuen*min-yuen, superior 
in power to the legate, interposed on the occasion) 
and the embassy was immediately ordered to talLe re. 
fidence at a palace in the city of Pekin. 

Here, a Chinese christian, qualified in all~ respects 
for the office of transiator, recommended to his ex« 
cellency by a missionary well affected to the embassy, 
undertook, privately, the business, though not with* 
out much risk on his part, provided it should be known 
to the Jegate ; for it is a notorions fact that a native 
of Canton had been formerly put to death for writing 
ihere a petition for the English. Care, however^ was 
taken in this case to prevent detection. The transla. 
tion was copied, fair, by Master George Stanaton, 
(who not only, occasionally, officiated as interpreter, 
but who had acquired a wonderful facility in writing 
the Chinese characters) and the original rough draught 
destroyed in his presence. 

The memorial of his excellency was addressed to 
Ho.choong.taung Colao, first minister of the empire, 
and represented, that <^ his majesty the King of Great 
Britain in sending an embassy to his majesty the Em* 
peror of China, fully intended to give the strongest 
testimony of particular esteem and veneration for his 
Imperial majesty; that the embassador entrusted to 
convey such sentiments was earnestly destrons of fuU 
filling that object of his mission with zeal and effect; 
that he was ready likewise to conform to every exte- 
rior ceremony practised by his imperial majesty's 
subjects, and the tributary princes attending at his 
court, no^only to avoid the confusion of novelty, but 
in orde.r tp shew, by hta example in behalf pf one of 



of his. imperial maJGstj^;«^. dignity amd.^r^f^CffydeQt 
Tirtaes; ^Uat ih^ ^mbaits^ji^r k^ .4^t£irm|ued»iQ,act 
in that pi^aaei: with^cit he^Uatioo pr difficulty, a,0:tbift 
conditipa only, of whicU bujattjf^r^ hif^&^lf hisioi* 
pcrial ma^c#ty would immediately pDrmve th^ Q£ias« 
»ity, aod have the g4>odness to accede to it> by giving 
such directions as shouUll^e the means of pr^yexjitiog 
the emb^sa^or from suffering by hi& 4^yotioo to hii 
imperial majesty in this iustaace.; for the emba^sa^ior 
Tiraald certainly ^a^fer heavily if \i\s conduct^ oq this 
^casiQii, could hi coastracd a» in any wise unb^co^^. 
Ing the great and ej^alt^ rank which his mast^r^ wh.Qm 
he repiie^euted, heldamaug the independent soyereigDs , 
pi the world ; and this danger could be easily avoided^ * 
and the satisfactioa be g/^eral on all sid^f , by his 
imperial majesty's order that one of the officers of his 
eoart, equal with the embassador in ran.k^ should 
perform before his Britannic majesty's picture* at 
large, in his royal robes^ and then in the cmbasfiador'9 
possession at Pckin, the same ceremonies which ;$hould 
oe performed by the embassador before the throne of 
1ms imperia! majesty." 

This paper, after being properly addressed, wa^ 
iphewfi to the legate, who appeared to approve its 
contents, and undertook to forward it immediately to 
Ihe emperor, whose acquiescence was little doubted. 
Jq this persuasion, the articles destined for Zhep.hol 
-were brought back to Pekin, among which .were six 
neat brass field. pieces, on light, carriages. His ex* 
cellqncy had theia tried by the artillerymen^ previous 
•to their exhibiting before, his imperial majesty, and 
they were fired several times in a minute. This cele- 
jity in .military manoeuvres was disrelished by the 
legate, who afiected to say , that the imperiaLarmy 
>as equally as expert, lie countermanded the or* 
ikiil ^»p«c ing ^h9sr field-pie^i whi^h b^o^^.F^^^^ 
p D 3 
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dttftkiedfor Zhe^-hol, but now to remain $«( F&in: 
Thb few barrels of guiupowder, inttoded for salutes, 
and the musqoetry of tbe embassadof^s guard, wer< 
both bec6me objects of stts^Mciota, and ir^re desired to 
be given op. .The request was inmedKately complied 
with as a matter of indifi^nce. In short, the whole 
tenor of his conduct 'displayed a mind agitated by 
ftuspidon lest the Chinese should attribute snperior 
prowess to the English nation. £Yen in a display of 
the presents, to gratify curiosity, he was so illiberal 
as to suppress the least emotion of approbation. 

In the thirteenth centnry, the commencement of the 
first Tartar dynasty, a new plan wasdesigned for the 
pi^incipal part of the capital, thence called the Tartar 
city. It has a parallelogramic form; and the four 
walls, which ffont the four cardinal points, Include 
an area of about fourteen square mites, of which the 
palace, situated in the centre, comprises, within its 
yellow walls, at least one square mile. The whole is 
computed to be one third larger than London. The 
Chinese city, so named by way of distinction, eon. 
tains about nine square miles ; the major part of which 
is not occupied by buildings. Upon that part of it 
which is in cultiration is constructed the sien-nong^ 
tan^ or eminence of venerable agriculturaliHSy of 
which society the emperor is the h^v and directs the 
plough, once a year, with his own hand. 

The walls of the Chinese city, likewise, comprise 
two temples ; the one callea Tien^tanj or eminence 
of heaven, having the word tien or heaven inscribed 
upon its principal building; the other teC'tan, which 
is dedicated to the earth. The former is round^ in 
allusion to the arch of the heavenly firmament, as it 
appears to the eye ; the latter is square, in conformity 
to the idea of the Chinese, who believed this to be 
the figure of the earth. In the summer solstice, the 
^un'!4 greatest heat, the emperor comes in awful pro. 
cejision to pay obe^ience^ and return thanks for its 



benfgri itfinen^; and the like ceremony^ in tll»<w]B« 
ter solitiee, IB performed in the temple ^f the earth ; 
bvt personifiefttioii doefr not t«ke place in ekker. 

This religtoirs worship of heaven and earth is con* 
fined to the person of the emperor; and forhitac^ 
romttiodattoA it is performed at Pekin^ where be an.^ 
nnallj appears abroad in sereral other magnifioent 
processions, suggested from views of pelicf and reli« 
gton. Thi^sc ceremonies, wHieh coostitnte the chief 
pnblto spectacles in that city, have been compared to 
those religious: ones of his holiness at Rome, nnder 
the name of fonzioni^ 

Riiihes, in China, confer bvt little importance, and 
no power ; and property, without office, is not al« 
ways secure. There i» no hereditary dignity to give 
it weight and pre-eminence. The strong arm of power 
often faHs more heavily upon the unprotected rich, 
than upon the miserable poor, who.baYing nothing to 
lose are less objects of temptation. Excellence ia 
learning alone constitutes greatness. There are but 
^ree classes of men in China: men of letters, from 
whom are chosen the mandarines; agriculturalists; 
and mechanics, including merchants. In Pekin, alone, 
•nch as, by public examination, are found to excel in 
the sciences of morality and government, as taught by^ 
the ancient Chinese, are exalted to the highest degree 
of literature, and elected, by the emperor, to all the 
civil offices of state, and to the great tribunals of the 
empire. Military rank is also conferred on such asy 
by competition, surpass in military tactics and war* 
like exercises. 

The several branches of a family residing under one 
roof, and all dieting together, are enabled to live 
with greater economy; yet the poor are sometimes 
compelled, by necessity, to subsist on v^etable food 
only, the price of labour not being always proper* 
tionate to the price of proviuons. Marriage, there* 
,to e, among the poor, is a measure of prudence, the 
so* » bekig bound to support their parents; and af 



tlie tfttitoiB of flarljiD^nria^a is. oaiifiUhfrd.ia 'tt« 
light of a religiaDs.diiljy aa «fii»ii't»IU)8fplaeO)9rbaii« 
' ef»v .iiiaveisitlie le«£t. prespeci .of. pvococing future 
sidbiUlaQce.^ Id tfaat %mm tbeyase not jii<i«aya suc- 
CBBgfol; pit wbick case their hieiplcsas offspring an 
abaodontti by the wratobed anthioBS of tb»ir oiii»t« 
eace« Superstitiou has leat her hand to sanctioQ tha 
faornd deed, reodorin|» it a boly offering to tha spirit 
of the* adjoiatng river to throw ao infant into it, 
pref ionsly attaching a gourd to its Beck> to proTeat 
it from immediate drowndng. 

In these cases the Chinese philosophers have left 
parental affection to tho iaspolse of nature, which, to 
maintain its authority, requires the force of early 
precept. Children are more frequently deserted than 
parents neglected. To strengthen the tendency to 
filial obedience, the laws of the empire, by way of 
paaifthmeBt, commit a man's ofifepring to bia own will 
and power; and custom has rendered the notion 
familiar that life only bficomes truly valuable, and 
inatteation to it really criminal, after it has existed 
king enough to be ondo,wed with risasoa and aentl. 
meat ; but that a faint glimmering existence may be 
allowed to be lost without scruple, though it cannot 
without reluctance* 

female infants, considered as th^ less evil, are 
chiefly devoted to this cruel sacrifice, seeing that 
daughtera become by marriage a part of that iamUy 
into which they pass ; whereas the sens maintain and 
console their own. Those infants are exposed soon 
after birth, ere the mind or features catob paternal 
affsction* A few of them are snatched from the jaws 
of death by persons appointed by the governmejut to 
watch the river, which ptxrvides for those taken up 
alive, and buries those who had already expired. The 
missionaries are alao vigilant in this wovk of humanity ; 
one of whom asaerted, that upwards of twotiiottsand 
were thus annually oxpoaed, of whom a fmy small 
proportion only wa» saTi4» They proyid4sd for as 



Miif afpftdjfCtMiid reobvtr^ and intttfoctodt^eBi itt 
ilvrj^riiiidpl^s^^^oD ike ebiistiaa religioiu 

The ABtbaftadpr wm wailed on b^r.B^inaiidaniie^ 
Mgh ixM vatiky tiieaventikg b^we the embassy quitted 
Fekio, with a graooiis message from theenfci^or ia 
iftqwre alieFlns health, wkieb be hadbeavd hiMlbitely 
^eea affected ^ advising hiia • t<y travel by- loasy joa»« 
»eys into Tartary ; aiid informing his excaiieQcy* 
thai aacommodatiOHa ivauld be prepared far 'him and 
9iii(e, ait the^eame palaces whese his imperial nftjestjr 
#iopped in hit way to Zhe«hc^ 



CHAP* X. 

Joumet^ io the Jfor^erf^ fVoniier of China. Viemof 
ihegreai WalL VisH <» the Emperor's Court 0$ 
kis Summw Reridence tit Tariur^. 

The emrbassador and noet of hts saite set mtt freni 
3P«kiH for Zhe.»hol on the ^ of September, 1793, 
;KCOB»paiiied by the usual number of Chioege. Hia 
excellency travelled in an EngHsb post-chaise, in 
wbieb he occasionally accommodated some of the 
jnandarioes* At first they were under great appi;e» 
le»sioas for its OTcrtttrnlng ; but their ffars soon 
a«bslded, and gained it a decided preference over 
their ckim»y carriages. 

The land, as they passed, seenied to be highly c«U 
£v8ted ; and its produce generally the same as on the 
other side of the city* One field, adjoining the road^ 
attracted particular notice ; as, from its regularity^ 
it seemed to have been /^/on^^d with a species- of the 
polygonum* 

The leaves being macerated and prepared like those 
of the indigo plant, imparted a dye of a blue colour, 
equal, or nearly so, to that produced from indigfw 
It vas sw4) likewise, tb»t a dye of a gtem fsoU^ur^ 
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was extracted from the buds and tencier li»N«B ef t 
small plaot, of -the »pei;ie6 of tlie colatea; ^at car. 
Brine was seUoin iMed^ as tfaoir fineit rad was drawa 
from the carthamusi ; and that the caps of Hie aoom 
served then to dy^ a black coloar. 

AmoB^ the numeroas tribe of hidigettoifs piantS) 
the Chinese have found ont, by accident or research, 
succedanea for many articles in the economy of life, 
which, otherwise, they would haye been obliged to 
•btain from foreign countries. In llan of p<Bpperj 
they substitute the seeds of a species of the fagara ; 
and an oil, little inferior to the olire, is extracted 
from the kernels of ^e apricot. But oil, for more 
ordinary purposes, is drawn from the seeds of aesa. 
mum, of hemp, cotton, turnip, of a species of mint, 
aud of several other vegetables. A species of cnld- 
Tated raomordica is found an exoellent isbbstittlte for 
cucumbers ; they combine shepherd's purse witik their 
sallads ; and a cardous, as a relish, with their ncc* 
In rearing silk-worms, the leaves of the ash are often 
given for those of the mulberry. They manafaeture 
a kind of cloth from the fibres of a dead nettle ; ' and 
paper, from the straw of rice, from filamentiof iMttipi 
and the bark of various vegetables. 

Early in the first day's journey, a river was crossed, 
which, though narrow, was navigable for boats* 
The coarse of this, an^ of the others in tfali tract, 
was to the soutfa-«ast. Goods of vaiions kinds art 
brought down these rivers from the borders of Tar« 
tary ; and furs^ the richest of its prodace, to well as 
charcoal, the chief fuel for culinary purposes^ Pekin, 
are conveyed thence upon the badcs of dromedaries; 
animals which are fleeter and stronger than camels. 
Sheep were descried gracing upon tlie plains, haring 
short, 'fleshy tails, weighing scTcral pounds, iti high 
estimation among Chinese epicures* 

Having advanced about twenty miles in* the eoun« 
try, the soil, in lieu Of rich loam which tfa^ had 
seen, now pot on a sandy and more barrea appear- 
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AD^eu A few miles farther^ the embassy reacbdd the 
palace which completed their first day's toar. It was 
situated at the bottom of a gentle hill, encompassed 
with a park and pleasure groiiods. In its neighbour- 
hood were some mineral springs, said to be occasion, 
ally resorted to by the emperor, and thence called his 
baths. 

During their progress- on the second day, the tra. 
Tellers observed several plantations of tobacco upon 
the low grounds. This article in the West Indies is 
cured in extensive bnildiag$ ; here, principally in the 
open air. It is hung upon cords to dry, under little 
apprehensions of its leaves being injured by rain. 
Smoking is not only very prevalent with both sexes 
here, but this custom extends even to girls of nine or 
ten years old. The smoke of the tobacco is inhaled 
through bamboo tubes. Its powder, too, is taken as 
aooff, as is likewise pulveris^ cinnabar ; and opium 
and odoriferous gums are sometimes made use of for 
Hmoking. 

In th9 coarse of the third day, the route led 
through a small town, walled round, but without 
.cannon, yet there were troops stationed for the pro. 
tection of the public granaries, some of whom were 
employed in repairing the roads. These, in many 
places, were so steep and rugged, that his excellency, 
whose carriage was forced to be dragged^ empty over 
them, was at intervals conveyed in a palanquin. At 
the bottom of some of these hills a river ran to the ' 
southward, over which there was a bridge, erected 
upon caissons of wattles, or hurdles, filled w)th 
s^ton^s. .Bridges of this kind, constructed at a trifling 
expence, are the best calculated for reusting the 
torrents which, at times, rush suddenly and impetu* 
OHsly from the circumambient precipices. The eais** 
-sons, occasionally of varied dimensions, are fixed by 
perpend ic alar spars, whose number and strength 
likewise vary according to the spread of the river, 
or jraptdity of its current; and planks^ hurdie$^ and 



grard are placed over the whole. But in broad atil 
navigable 9trcimt the caisson work is interrfipte4t 
and large flat^bottomed boats placed ia the vacaum. 

Approaching the confines of Tartary, there was s 
perceptible assimtlation of manDej^s between ttta 
Chinese and Tartars, which at Pekin were striking^ 
opposite. The principal discrimination of the Tax:^ 
tar women consisted in the size of their feet. Both 
wore natural and artificial flowers in their head^dres. 
•e8« This decoration is neither neglected by the ptrar 
nor abandoned by the old ; and flowers are pnrposdjr 
^cultivated for dress by persons who have no other 
4iccapation. Many of these gardeners, from atteo* 
tion and experience, haye discoTered methods of 
lieightening the bean^, and increasing the fragrancy 
of the anemone, the peony, tiie matricaria, sai. 
many other flowers. 

On the morning of the fourth day the traTdlen 
came in«ight'of what had been, and will continue ts 
be, the wonder and admiration of ages, a work of sta« 
peadous magnitude, the great wall of China ; said t9 
extend in course fifteen hundred miles. 

The road which led to the wall was by a steep as* 
«ent, which carried them to the southern gate, thrown 
across the road, where it passed over the summit of a 
range of hills, inaccessible almost in every part. 
Along this it ran through a narrow pass to a military 
post situated at its extremity. Here is, as well as at 
other posts, placed at certain distances, Fome men^ 
generally unarmed, turned out as the embassy passed. 
A loo was beat by a man at the^top of a tower, while 
another fired a salute of three cannon, placed verti- 
cally in the ground. 

The embassy passing soon after through a gate, 
nearer to the Tartar boundary, arrived at Koo-pe. 
koo, where the strong garrison resides, destined for 
the defence of this part of the outer wall. Concen- 
tric works, united with the main wall, inclosed ih^* 
forjtress. At this northarn border of Chiqa Fvoper, 
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. dibassador receWed mtlitaiy honours. The troopt 

. ■ Urawn- up in two Hnes, facing inwards, A cap- 

:; wa« at the head of each 6f the companies, with 

-.:;^tandard, and five camp colours. Mandarinet^ 

'"Von, each side of the lane, formed by two lines ; 

V;t music, tents, and trumpets; triumphal gates* 

• ^each^ side twelve companies in succession; and 

fy, ten'fieTd.pieces. The companies were paraded 

v' ft in the following order ; 

Tlie leader usually a bovmafi : 
r.^ The ttaadardar? 

, one sword ; five tinaU colours ; one amdri ; 

and matciilocks and swordsmen and 

. . , swordsmen ; in numbert; nearly equal ; swordsmen ; 

Htc deep. live deep. five d^p. 

^rXjB whole number amounted to about twelve hnn* 
\ed ; and the space between the companies was 
^^»oat s«?en yards, nearly equal to the extent of their 
'"^dtit. 

^ The embassy had now passed the Chinese wall ; 
^hen a Tartar, one of the attendants, being ordered 
||(» b^ punished by some of the. Chinese mandarines^ 
T5r misbehaviour, the man made a vigorous resistance, 
') /od exclaimed in a loud voice, that no Chinese had a 
l^^lght to inflict punishment on a Tartar after having 
gassed the great wall. 

^! All instance of claimed or affected superiority of 
'.'3^artar chiefs over Chinese, of equal rank, occurred 
^^^ his exceliency*8 arrival at the next stage; where, 
Irecciving a complimentary visit from a Tartar military 
Mandarine, Van-ta^zhin scarcely ventured to sit 
</ down in his presence. 

'Y' On this side of the wall the season appeared to have 

^undergone a sudden change. The air was much 

'■ cooler 5 the mountains were either bare or thinly 

^ scattered with verdure ; the pine-trees were stunted ; 

the eak, aspin, elm, and walnut-trees diminished 

; in ftise ; and the woods, inhabited by wolves, bears, 

•nd tygers, little better than thorny shrubs, Hares^ 

remarked for the length and spread of their feet ani 

E B ^ 
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toes, manj of which had yihiie furs, were not hunted I 
bj dogs, but driven into snares by men. The pea. 
sants of this part, like those about Swisserland and 
the Alps, are subject to a swellinfl; in the glands of 
the neck, called by the French Goitres^ supposed to 
be superinduced by the frequent use of snow water. 

In the seventh or last day's journey, the ridges of 
the mountains, containing immense rocks of granite, 
ran nearly parallel to the road. Between the upper 
ridge and bottom of the valley was descried a per- 
pendicular rock or antique ruin, two hundred feet 
high, ef an irregular form, or rather, of that of an 
inverted pyramid ; having tall shrvibs growing upon 
its surface. 

The cool temperature of the atmosphere is consi. 
derably increased by the relative elevation of this 
part of the country ; it having been ascertained, that 
the ascent into Tartary is at least five thousand yards 
above tlie surface of the Yellow Sea. At a small dis. 
tance from, the towering rock just described, through 
a recess of mountains, the valley of Zhe-hol, the 
summer retreat of his imperial majesty^ opened to view. 

The embassy proceeding in due order to Zhe-hol, 
was received there with military honours, and con« 
ducted to a suite of edifices, connected to each other 
by steps of granite. They were spacious and conve- 
nient, commanding a view of the town and part of 
the emperor's park. The imperial garden, the pa- 
laces, and the temples, situated immediately beyond 
the town, exhibited a scene of grandeur and magnifi- 
cence* 

Soon after the embassador's arrival, he was yisited 
by two mandarines of rank, with compliments from 
his imperial majesty ; and by atlother jnandarine on 
the. part of the great colao or prime minister, Ho« 
choong.taung. The legate called the same day, and 
without ofieriog the smallest apology, delivered back 
to his excellency qpen^ the memorial respecting the 
ccrempny: of reception^ which had b^n entrusted to 



SWSAS^Y to CrtlKA. 315 

him seated^ under the promise of transmitting it to 
IIo*ch>oong.taiin§^. The legate ihsinnated he had 
kept' the memorial in his own possession, though it 
I -vras a known fact it had been forwarded to Zhe-hol, 
I and its cbn tents approved. This change of sentiment 
was supposed to hare been effected at the instigation 
of the viceroy of Canton, recentfy arrired at Zhe- 
hoi from Thibet, where he had commanded the Chi- 
nese troops. He was a declared enemy to the English, 
and represented them as restless, enterprising, and 
dangerous. The colao was induced to beliexe it dc 
fiirable ttiat the homage of vassals to the empef or should 
be performed by the embassador without any return 
• of the independence of his own sovereign. Upon this 
ground, his excellency's memorial to the court was 
not to be avowed, and, of course, no answer re« 
turned r and a firm opinion was entertained that when 
the embassador should be introduced into the presence 
of the empferor he could not avoid making the accus- 
tomed prosternations without annexing any condition, 
fiefore hid excellency, then, should make his ap- 
pearance at the palace, it became indispensably ne- 
cessary to have an ecclaircissement of th6 'business. 
The colao,' indeed, had requested an immediate con. 
ference with the embassador, to learn the pur- 
port of his majesty's letter to the emperor. But, 
independent of indisposition, other motives would 
have inddced him to d»'cline the visit; and it 
was determined that the secretary of the embassy- 
should be sent in his stead, with a copy of the king's 
letter, and the memorial returned by the legate. As 
by the etiquette of the Chinese court, no secretary 
can hold ccmverse with the prime minister, nor even 
«it down in his presence, recourse was had to the 
commission of minister plenipotentiary, granted to 
the secretary, in case of absence or indisposition of 
the embassador ; and in this character he waited on 
the colao. This vizier of China had been raised, 
twenty years since, from an obscure birth, and from 
se2 
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th« hUnible utotion of ono of the gtuurdii'ef tbe pa. 
Ic^co gates,. to the dignified statioa which) uader tb« 
emperor^ delegated to him the whole povr er of the 
emptfe* 

Oa eatering the audience^room, the colao was •b. 
aorred sitting apoa a platform covered with salk, be- 
tween two Tartar and two Chinese mandarines of 
atat^* A chair ilras brought for the English minisler, 
but the legate, and several other mandarines, and the 
interpreter, st4M>d the whole time. The colao having 
formally demanded the object of the British easbassy 
to China, he was referred to his majesty's letter to 
the emperor, a^chinese copy of which was handed to 
)iim, and he seemed pleased with its purport. The 
emlnssador*s memorial being laid before hipty be af- 
Tected to be ignorant of it, thongh be was prepaied 
io make objections to the proposal it coaiaioed; 
which objections being answered in a mannor that 
had been pobted out by his excellency, the confer, 
ence ended in the wish, that the colao's reasons might 
be communicated to the embassador for his futore 
consideration. 

The next day, the legate and two other mandarifies 
paid an official visit to the embassador, on the part 
of the colao, and pressed him to give up the point in 
question. They represented the prostration as a 
simple, unmeaning ceremony, when done towards 
the emperor; but a similar one towards his Britan* 
nic majesty as of the most serious import ; •and as 
hints of personal inconvenience were thrown oat, in 
default of unconditional compliance, his excellency 
took that opportunity of declaring, how much his 
sense pf duty to his sovereign exceeded his sense of 
danger ; that there must either be a reciprocity of ee. 
remony, or that some striking characteristic should 
be established whereby to distinguish betweena cam-^ 
pUmeni paid on the part of a great independent so- 
vereign, and the homagfi performed by tribntary 
priaces : especially as already it had been eadeavoarw 
ed to confound them by $iyuig the Aame of iribuU to 



tJte fiftMi 'p«oien«c^ aS'apfea^echb$r»jfte'itiiM|lti«iis 
plftCNl«{i(Hi4iMun hf the €liiiiaie« Ndt beings periMipfty 
awat« tiiat'thftf drciraiitaiice ^aft knoni^ii (odie^em. 
I^assador, they were forced to admit the proprlttj' of 
-tiift lirofMHal; and i^y wAibA^ h«w faT^:tf&mkitent 
-vrith hfhi i^ty, and iir^wbM oiantBevf different ffom 
ihat of (tlM'Tftssiiisv he oonki tefltify Ih^ pertooal ire- 
spect to itia ins^i^ial ' loajesty f His eircellency re. 
pHdd, th»t >o« ^proRchinf his own. sarereffn^ to 
-whom be was bound* by e^ery bond of i ailegiance and 
attaebment; be b»it upon one kniee : ami that he was 
urilliug^to comply witbtbe «aiiie form, todemtmtttrsihe 
liis ircApectfal sofitimeiits lowwrdft hh Imperial ma* 
jesty. 

This ptopedtion seemed p«rfectiy' sati^aeiory to 
the Mandarines, who pranused to returni soon with 
the court's determination. In the interim, it became 
a matter of eurprise at- ZkeAiol^ hcvw a few soFitary 
strangers, at the mercy of a Weign ooart,* shouid 
have the presaniptioo to offer io it conditiens ; or the 
intrepidity te refuse to it obedienee. They were to 
be sent ""back without audience ; and nm attlittion 
paid tQ their eomplaiiits. It was at that moment, 
htiwever, necessary to complain of the pancity- of 
proyklcHis, wfalx^h neglect was instantly redressed^ 
and smppties in future abundantly furnished. 

The iowa of Zhchol is small; the dwellings mi.^ 
serable, and crammed with people. The streets were 
vnpaTcd,' and mostly crooked. The best houses be* 
longed to the mandarintts. The valley >of Zhe-hol, 
iKrbich wkids between hills, has a rich fertile soil, but 
its Cttltareis negle^ed. It i^ watered by a stream 
running 4ltrough it, in the sands of which were found 
pafdcl^s of gold. The circumjacent hiils appeared 
to> have been once well planted with trees ; lint those 
few Which remained were etunted ; and timber was 
become tery scarce. No young plantations ind b^en 
ma^ie to supply the old ones cut d»wn. Thegaiden 
of erery peasant contaiiied a weU for watering it; 
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and tb'0 Imcktis for draiwi^ vp tke- wxter «fni^<taid« 
of osier twigs, Wftttled or platted willi soicloM a tex. 
tore, as to kold anj fluid* - Garlic, and other acrid 
and aromatic yegetaUet were seen m aliaadaiioe m 
every garden, as they serve as a reiiah: to tiie rice and 
millet, the principal' subsistence of ^the peasantry. 

Intimation was giveii to the emhasiador, that his 
imperial majesty would he pleaied to aooept of tka 
aame form of rcspeclful ohedience from the Englisky 
which they were accustomed to pay to their sover^n. 
It wa» also notified, in form, that the reception 
of the embassy by the emperor would tsd^e place 
on the 14th of September, three days pnor to 
his birtb.day. In the iatertm, Tery flattering messa* 
ges were oonreyed to bis excellency, esfMnefisiveof the 
great satisfaction which the presents^ gave to his im. 
perial majesty. 

In a private visit which the embassador afterwards 
made to the oolao, he was received with anreserved- 
ness and affability, and with proper attention, to his 
rank and character. In the course of conversation, 
his efeelieo^y was desirous of impressing the colao 
with a full conviction of die ingeBaousnesa of the past 
conduct, and the purity of the future intentions of 
his majesty towards China. He persisted m the pa. 
eific and beneficent maxims of his government, whose 
chief object was the extension of commerce for nni. 
▼ersal benefit ; and he slightly touched, as incidcioital 
matter, on the affairs of the tribatary princes ; on the 
dissolution of the Mogul emipire of Hindostan, in 
whose contests, though they claimed protection of the 
neighbouring countries, the English did not interfere. 
The colao, however, aflbrded not the least opening 
for a particular disavowal of having lent assistance to 
the Rajah of Napaul against the people of Thibet. 

His exeelleuey being no stranger to the haughty 
notions entertained by the Chinese of their being in. 
dependent in point of commerce, and that every such 
transaction with foreigners Was by them considered 
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M.Aibami of^oourtesy^ wm far fr#«i tbittasdog'tfaat 

comiBOiMieBpJn tlmsspply of oottov ov ricei frook 

Ibree to esteminate the twarai o£ pmtes Irom their 
coasts. Tlie«iiibassadoc was not avef so lo^ their eoaa 
slderini^ a commercial intercourse as a candesowMoa 
on their |>art^ and ofiei«d to treat on thme terms^ 
The codao obiierTed hereupon) tiiat they shoinid have 
frequent opportanities of cenversing together daring 
his excellency's abode ki China* 

Ho-cbooog-tattogy besides being a finished states** 
nan, was of refined manners, and of deep peoetra^ 
tion< The farour of his sovereign called him to his high 
office and power^ and the approving voioe of persons 
of rank and infiuence maintained him in it. He vas 
rendered still more secure in its possession by a ma. 
trimonial tie, his son being married to a daughter of 
the emperor; for prinoes, in Asiatic goTcromeatSy 
often intermarry with their subjects. This connee* 
tion, however, alarmed some of the imperial family, 
and other loyal subjects, who saw no bounds to this 
favourite's ambition, inasmuch as the established 
principles of that government leave the snccessipn to 
the choice of the reigning prince, who, in lieu of its 
descending by primogeniture, may exclude, as has 
already been instanced^ even his own offspriiig and 
family. A man, over xealous, was punished capii« 
tally, by the present emperor, for daring, in a me« 
morial, to advise his imperial majesty to proclaim his 
successor, to avoid future dissentions. 

The Emperor was accompanied by most of his fa- 
mily on the day of the embassador's presentation, 
the scene of which was in the. garden of the palace of 
2he.hol. The emperor's magnificent tent was placed 
in the middle of the garden, and within it was a throne. 
Immediately behind this tent was another, of an ob« 
< long form, having a iopba in it at one extremity, for 
the emperor to retire to occasionally* In the front 
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modatiom *of' ^he mi^sfis^r t»U"hi« mperUA mkj^iy 
ihottld arrite, the'<Qth(frs Up that of ib& Hiributa^'y 
prkices^of Xftrttiy., atod delftf^teifvoiti deh^r 'ttibu* 
tary sUtM, Mrho cwme-to fik(ukm\ to''b«' pf^tot at 
the celebration of the lyirtii^ayy but 'whO' atteird^d 
. now to dignify 1^ enbaftador^s t^^oepttoYi; *- The re- 
preseotatWe of the king of' Gil;at Britalli wa« to be 
received by his imparial majesty, ia > hifi large Bihte 
tent, seated upon hia thronie. 

As a compliment to the British embassy, the em. 
perpr permitted 1ms eoarders to appear dressed in 
English cloth in lien of ^sitk andfors; The princes 
wore the transparent red biitlon, marking the highest 
of the nine orders, as fixed by the present emperor. 
No (person appeared who waa inferior to the second 
rank in th« state, the charaeteristie of which Is, the 
opaqae re<i button. There ave thn^B classes of ano- 
ther kind of dignUy, w4iich consist of peacock^s fea- 
thers fixed in agate t«ibes, worn pendant from the 
bonnet; and ho who had bten honoured with three 
feathers, doubtless thought himself thrice happy. In 
complianc** yith the etiquHte of the court, which is 
- to be a long time in waiting, the embassy assembled 
befrre peep of day ; but many of the courtiers had 
remained all night in the garden. 

■Thth emperor's approach was notified, soon after 
day^iight, by instruments Of music. His imperial 
majesty was preceded by persons loudly proclaiming 
his virtues and his |W)wer. He was borne by sixteen 
mpn in a triumphal car, followed by his guards, oifi- 
cfrs of the household, standard and umbrella bearers, 
and a band of music. He wore a plain, dai% aiifc, 
with a velvfii bonnef , having a large pearl in the front^ 
the only jewel he hail about him. 

His i nperial majesty entered the tent, and ascending 
a few s.eps, coBSt'crated only to his use, seated him- 
setfuj.on the throne. The colao, and two officers of 
his household were next him, and knelt whattever th^ 



adclre«9ed kirn. • Tlie priaces of ibe famtiilf , ^ tri* 
butary. prioce»^ and officersrof state, karing gained 
their respectWe stationa ia the tent, the president of 
the tribunal of rite» conducted the ^embasiador, at. 
tended .by his page and interpreter, the minister pk^ 
nipotetttiary being also present, near the foot of the 
throne^ on the left-hand side, the place of hononn 
The other gentlemen of the embassy, many manda. 
rines and officers of various ranks, ivere at the great 
opening of the tent, where every thing that passed 
could be okserved. 

His excellency appeared ia a entt of TeWet richly 
embroidered, decorated with a diamond badge' and 
star, ihe order of the bath, and over, this, a long 
mantle of the same order. The minister plenipoten* 
tiary, being an honorary doctor of laws, of the uni- 
versity of Oxfbrd, was halMted in the scarlet ^own of 
that degree. The embassador, pursuant to instrue. 
tions received from the president of the ceremonies, 
held the large, magnificent, square gold box, embeU 
Ushed with jew^s, containing his majesty's letter to 
the emperor, between both hands raised above his 
head, then mounting the steps which led to the throne, 
and bending upon one knee, presented the box with 
a suitable laconic address to his imperial majesty^ 
who receiving it graciously with his own hands, put it 
by his «de, and represented '^ the satisfaction he felt 
at the testimbny which his Britannic majesty gave te 
him of his esteem and good will, in sending him an 
embassy, with a letter and rare presents ; that he, on 
his part, entertained sentiments of the same kind to* 
wards the sovereign of Great Britain, and hoped that 
harmony would a! ways be maintained among their 
respective subjects/' 

The dignified and splendid manner in which the 
embassy was received, influenced the minds of the 
Chinese, and induced them to believe that govern^ 
meat was about to malLe a change of measures favour* 
^ble ta the E^glish^ Embassedprt were not nspoU/ 
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received by the emperor npon hw thTone ; fior were 
tbeir credentials deiiTc red- into his hatids, hut ordiua. 
rily inio those of his ministers. 

The first present Mrhich the emperor made to his 
majesty was a jewel or precious stone, more that 
twelve inches lonfi^, highly TaliKKl by the Chinese. It 
-was carved into the similitude of a Clhinese sceptre, in 
the fodrm of that which is always placed upon the im- 
pf»rial throne^ aliusiTe of peace and plenty. The 
embassador, ia compliance with the Chinese etiquette, 
and also the minister plenipotentiary, respectfully 
efl^red presents, in their turn, on their dwn behalf; 
^hich his imperial majesty Toudisafed to receire, and 
gav^ others in return. 

Adyertiog to the inconveniency of harfng recourse 
to an interpreter to explain whatever passed during 
the interview^ his imperial majesty asked the colao, 
if' thfire.were any persons in the embassy acquainted 
with the Chinese language ; and being told that the 
embassador's page, Master George Staunton, a youth 
then in his thirteenth year, was the only one who had 
made any proficiency in it, the emperor desired he 
laight b^ brought up to him ; and he asked hini to 
apeak Chinese. His imperial majesty was so eharm. 
ed with the eonsrerse and elegant manners of this 
accomplished young gentleman, that he took from his 
girdle \ii% areca-nnt purse, which hung to it, and pre. 
aentied it to him with his own hand. It was of plain 
yellow silk, and had the figure of the five. clawed 
dragon, and eome Tartar characters wrought tipon 
it. Purses, it seem«, are the ribbons of the Chinese 
monarch, which he bestows as rewards of merit ; but 
the emperor's pwo purse was a token of persona! fa- 
vour, valued by the Chinese above all other gift*. 

At the eoficlusion of these ceremonies, were 
brought up to the em|3eror, at the right hand of the 
throne, so^eral Hindoo embassadors from Pegu, and 
Mahometans from the vicinity of the Caspian, who, 
vrheit they had repeated nine solemn prostrations, 
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VFGX^ speedily dismissed. After this, the Stiglisli em* 
bassador^ and the three persons accompanying him^ 
\y ere conducted to the l«fi hand of his imperial ma* 
jesty, and staled upon cashions* The princes of the 
Imptrial family, the chief Tartar tributaries, and the 
highest ofiictrs of court wt^reseated according to rank, 
nearer to or more remote from the throne, before 
which was placed a table for his im^perial maje^y ; 
and one table was lilLewise laid for every two guests 
When all were seated, the tables were nncovered, 
and displayed a splendid banquet. Various kinds of 
viands and different sorts of fruirt were served np ia 
bowls, piled pyramidically one above another. Tea 
was abo introduced. During the repast, every bowl 
or cup handed to the emperor was taken with hand^ 
raised above the head, as had been done by the em* 
bassador when he presented the gold box. Much 
silence and great solemnity, verging on religious awc^l 
-were observed daring the whole of this bustaesB. 

His imperial majesty's attention ta his European 
guests was remarkably conspicuous. By his order 
several dishes were handed to them from his oWa table, 
and when the repast was finished, he sent for them, 
a.nd gave them, with his own hand^ a goblet of warrai 
Chinese wine. Inquiring (^f the embassador how Old 
his own sovereigti was, he' cordially wished, in* an^* 
swer, that he might attain his years, ^ which thea 
amounted to eighty-three, in a perfect enjoyment of 
health. The festival ooncladed, he descended th0 
throne, and walked firm and erect to the open chair 
which was in waiting, 

A short time after the embassador retuvned, h% 
received, from his imperial majesty, presents of silk, 
porcelain, and tea for himself and all the gentlemen 
of his suite. Some rare white grapes, more oblong in 
fi>rm ^n the Spanish olives,- and about their size, 
w«re DHxed with the occasional presents of fruit.^-^ 
At or after the customary visits, between superiors 
and inferioxs^ anint«rchan^e«f pr^ents takes place ; 
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|>ut those from ti^Amnw we bestowed at liMriMlHi)^ 
while the latter are received as ^gfering^i these 'Mi^ 
IhftChiaese tefms^for mich preseutB as pasB^ b^Ween 
the eaiperogr and foreign prioees* ">- '" 

I Among the many instances nd ciWlily on tli^ pa^t ef 
the empe? or was an int Itation to the embassador Md 
suite to tpisit the garden and pleasurft-groands o^ Zk^ 
hei« This, like many other transactions at the impe* 
iSal court, began earlj In the morning. In g^^ng 
thither they met the emperor, who, after being 
greeted by the embassador, informed him, he was 
proceeding to his devotions in the temple of Po^-ta* 
la ; that as they did not worship the same gods, he 
shoald forbear to solicit his excellency to join him ; 
but that he had given directions to his ministers to 
accompany him through the gardens. 
. His es^cellency was not less surprised than pleased 
to find that Ho*choong«taung, the prime minister, 
had been ordered for tlds purpose, in the hope of it 
affording a favourable opportunity of contracting an 
intimacy, and resuming the topic which was the chief 
object of his mission. But this pleasurable idea was 
soon repressed by the appearance of the Thibet gene, 
ral, who joined the cohi,o, as if he dreaded the em* 
bassador's gaining any ascendancy over htm, or that 
any explanation might take place between them rela* 
iive to the Thibet war ; and left no opportunity ef 
entering on dther subjects. The general's brothefi 
and another chieftain of rank, were also preseatr 

His excellaicy and suite were coaducted by 4kEm 
through a vast enclosure of plea^ure*grouad», fomn 
ing a portion only of the extensive gardens ; the re* 
mainder, appropriated for the use of the female part 
of the imperial family, was inaccessible to these mU 
sisters as w^l as to the English. Riding through *a 
verdant valley, in which were willows whose tt%tilii 
were of vast magnitude, they arrived at a take^ npini 
which they sailed la yachts tin they eould |>rO€M9ed bo 
farthi^r for a bi4dge«, The spreading leaves aiid fra». 
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grufit Aowera 0i Ibe lifn^wha^ tt.4p^cie9 «f the lityy 
€a?eyed ^9 turfnoe irf tbe water* 
■', N^iv. ike borders, of the lake were several imaH 
palaces. In each w^s a ptiblic ball, haTieg a ihr(Hie 
ia tkeioiddley oad a few tide rpoms cUeiy faraished 
with European works of ar^, and rara^nataral pro** 
dttcHons of Tartar^. Upon amarbb pedestal, placed 
in one c^tbe paTiUons Ytpon the lake, was an agate 
of uniqae beauty and siae ; this ef ate, which bf art is 
made to representa landscape, is four leet long, npom 
which IS cat a copy of Terses^coas posed by hia kipe. 
rial majesty. 

Varions kinds of quadrupeds and birds were disco- 
vered in the gardens, but no menagerie of wild 
beasts. There were also seme monstrous varieties of 
gold and silver fishes sporting in ponds of clear water, 
whose beds were covered with agate, jasper, and 
other precious stones. The walks were not covered 
with grave), nor were the grounds enriched by belts 
of trees, nor clumps of shrubs : art bad lent but littk 
assistance to nature in the distribution of its objects* 

One of the furiosities, reported to be in the garden 
of Zhe-ho], was inadssissible to the party, the town 
in miniature ; being inclosed within those limits set 
apart for the ladies of the palace. It is said, by a 
missionary,, to be an exact representation of the 
transactions of common life; as well as the bustle 
and confusion of the capital. The same missiooarj^ 
in qnaliiy of artist, had been engaged in the embd^ 
Ushmwt of a similar work, in the ladies* garden at 
Yucn-min»y.uen. Something of this kind is now ia 
one .of the imperial palaces of Petersburg. 

The general deportment of the colao, during the 
ei^ucsion through the gardens, was that of an ezpe. ' 
vvanced qourtier; his pcAiteness and attention to the 
ambassador were unremittiog : the other minister was 
citable and coarteans ; but the maaneraof his brother, 
the.genenal, were toimal and ungracious ; nor was it 
, i«liietppwer of the embassador, by.flaitering his talents 

Vou xXk t r . 
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A5 a warrior, to dissipate his ill famnoiir. Thir primi 
minister in the course of conTersation, mentioning fh« 
arriral of the Lion and Hindostan at Chu.san, his ex- 
cellency seized that op portanity of requestitig that. cap. 
tain Mackintosh might now be permitted to join his ship, 
-hating paid his obeisance to the emperor: but th« 
Thibet general, who kept close t^ the colao, imme. 
diately interposed, and exclaimed, it was highly im. 
poHtic to suffer him to ' traverse the Chihese doini« 
nions. ^ Nothing decisive was determined on for the 
present ; but tiie embassador pressed the colao togir 
him an opportunity hereafter of renewing the subject. 
Ho-choong-taung, from the multiplicity of state 
business, and the great fatigue of that day^s exercise, 
va»^ taken ill, and he sent to request the embassador 
would allow his English physician to visit him. Dr. 
Gillan followed the messenger to the colao^s house, 
^vhere ^me of the faculty were assembled. Tea, 
fruit, and sweetmeats, followed the first ceremonies of 
' Introduction ; when thede were re9)oved, the patient 
presented first his right arm, then his left ; and the 
doctor, to comply, in some degree, with the prejudices 
of the country, and that he might give no offence 
- cither to the patient or his physicians, very gf avely 
felt the pulse of both arms, and for some continn- 
-ance. He told them, however, that Europeans did 
not deem it at ait necessary to feei the pulse in dif. 
fferent parts, as they well knew that the pulsation 
wis simultaneous in every part of the body ; which 
doctritie ^ng new, and as amazing to the physicians 
as to the umao himself, he applied the fore finger of 
the colao*s. right hand to the left temporal artery, 
and the same finger of his left hand to the right ankle, 
when, to his utter astonishment, he found the pulse 
beat at the same instant of time at each part.^ — By 
the answers to the questrons which Dr. Gillan put to 
him, he found two distintt complaints, 'Rheumattsm, 
and Hernia. The doctor's explanation of the na- 
ture of the disorders, aj[id proposed method tjf ^ cur^« 
were put down in writing ^ the colao was perftctly 
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fatis^e^ with the doctor's ideas, apd made him a pra« 
9eot of a piepe of siH. 

A3 no interview could be obtained trith the colap 
for soiuetirpe, notwithstanding he was soon eased of 
his rheumatic pains, the embassador determined tp 
write to him on the subject of Captain Mackintosh, ta 
request his speedy departure to rejoin his ship at 
Chu-san ; and as no Chinese qould be found hardy 
enough to carry a letter without leave from the legate,^ 
Cwho J by the by, had been degraded by the emperor for 
not going on board the Lion with the two Mandarines 
yan->tar-zhln and Chow-ta-ahin, and now wore in hik 
bonnet the opaque white, instedtd of the transparent 
blnel)atton, and, pendent from his cap, a crow's tail 
feather instead of a peacock's, though he still retained 
bis authority and offices, being protected by Ho« 
choong-.tanng) the interpreter to the embassy, not 
-without great risk, and much personal insult from ths 
rabble on the road, undertook the business, and pat 
the letter in a proper cha^nnel for its speedy delivery^ 
The embassador and his suite were called befors 
suQ-rise, on the morning of the seventeenth of Sep* 
tembcr, to be present at the celebration of his Impe- 
rial majesty's anniversary : a festival which lasted 
many days, though the feast was expressly devoted 
for rendering solemn and devout homage to the su« 
preme majesty of the emperor. The ceremonial passed 
in a. vast hall, in which were assembled the princes, 
tributaries, embassadors, great officers of state, and 
principal mandarines. To the sound of cylindric 
bells, suspended in a line from ornamented frames of 
wood, and gradually diminishing in size ; and also to 
that of triangular pieces of metal, placed in the 9am« 
order as the bells, as well as to the music of various 
Qther instruments, a slow and solemn hymn was sun^ 
by eunuchs. During the chaunting of this encomiastia 
aong, which, accompanied by the music, produced ^ 
grand effect, at particular signals, nine times repeated, 
•rery pursoa present prostratod himself niae timet 
. ri2 * 
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except the embassador and his &uite, wjio tnad^ €>dI/ 
one pVoTottud obeisaTice. He to ^hom this awfiif act 
^f iidoration was made, in imitation of the cfcity^ )i,ept 
timself the whole time invisibie. . ^ . 

The Influence intended to be wrought upon the 
liiiodsof men by this devout veneration of a human 
|>eing, wbs not to be effaced by an immediate succes« 
iiOQ of sport or merriment : scenes of this kind were 
yjeferred till the morrow. In the mean time thfe em- 
|)a88ador, accompanied by &un.ta.zh]n, a Tartar 
«hief| lat&ly promoted to the rank of colao, visited, 
dmong other places, the grand temple of Poo-ta-la, 
comprising j^ne Tast; and several small fabrics : the 
principal was a grand cathedral of a square form, 
each of whose sides was two hundred feet. It con. 
tahned eleven rows of windows, one above another, 
having as many ranges of apartments. The froot was 
plain add uniform, but well finished. The apart, 
nents of the quadrangle were united together by a 
spacious corridor below, and an opien gallery aboye. 
A space railed off in the middle of the chapel, saised 
ftbove the floor, presented three altars superbly de« 
corated, and three colossean statues of Fo, hi« wife, 
and child ; and in an obscure recess, at the back of 
these altats, was the sacred tabernacle, with a single 
glimmeriog light, as if intended to impress the mind 
with religioiis horror. No less than eight hundred 
lamas or priests were attached to this temple, some of 
them from their infancy ; but all o6&ciated in the ex* 
terior ceremonies of religion, which greatly contri. 
buted to its magnificence. This expensive devotion 
of the emperor towards Fo, was supposed to have 
arisen from this circiimstance ; that in contemplating 
his long and felicitous reign, he had w^-ooght himself 
}^p to the belief, that his favourite deity had coode- 
tcended to become incarnate in his person. 
. The next day, upon the lawn before the emperor's 
great tent, vtrere exhibited a variety of. entertain« 
aients: and his imperial majesty, surrouuded^by his 
court, graced them with hia presence. The specta. 
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cles were ^rftirelj Chinese; and ^rery person who 
cxc^tTcd in any particnlar talent , whether for strength, 
detteVky, or in the performance of any extraordlnarjr 
feat of agility, were asseraWed on the occasion, in -the 
j)resence of innumerable spectatora. Some were fa* 
mous in the art of balancing; others akt legerdemainy 
tumbling, wrestling, dancing, and TarioQS other 
exei*crses. There was also some Tocal, and a greali 
yariety of instrumentat mnsic. After the mnsicians; 
were performed fancied ballets, .'by many hundred 
persons, habited in tnnics ; in which snch Chinest 
characters were represented as, discoTered by the ftid 
of lights in translucent lanterns of rarious colours, re- 
flected much commendation on his imperial majesty* 
Next to the ballets, Tarions kinds of fire-worki 
^ere launched off, which displayed great skill in t}\« 
pyrotechnic art. Sereral of thp conceits were new 
to the English spectators, amon^ which was the foU 
lowing. A largo box being sent up high in the air, 
its bottom seemed accidentally to drop out, from 
which aperture issued a yast number of papers, 
wrapped up in a flat form : These papers unfolded 
themselves from each other by degrees, and were 
transformed into regular lanterns, in each of which si 
burning light was suddenly perceiyed, 'whose flame 
was yitid and beautifully coloured ; effected without 
any communication from without which could pro* 
duce the flame that was within. — But what was mosf 
extraordinary, this deyolution and dcyelopement 
were reiterated, with a change of figure eyery time^ 
a^ well as a change of colours. Smaller correspond 
dent boxes were affixed to each side of the large one, 
which unclosed in the same way, and exposed to 
Ticw a kind of net work of fire, with partitions of 
Ta'riofis forms that glittered like burnished copper^^ 
and, with every gust of wind, produced coruscanC 
Hashes resetnblitig lightning. The whole concluded 
wi^h a volcanic eruption of artificial fire^ in i^M 
grandest stile imaginable. ' , 



it 'A ii^iki^ipivtfj'vm iitvUed to a paaldblHoilQ^m^r^ 
tetPQKfPt ia iHie. dicaUe btloniiA^ to thaladitA oC4\i« 
palace ; • m f^mtM Ikandsome bttildiag^ thi e« stovias 
bigh^ .sU4ml«<i,>be^eeo thair j^easure gr«atnd»* and 
tb« < Wj>fir(Mr'» ganltf^* It Motaiocd ibvo» op«B 
tU§e«^ on^ alH)ve aaother. The giu^s^, Boioog 
OThftCh "V^Jpe Ibe cmbassadot? and a pa^t oC )li$ $aUe| 
iai ia d^aj^ bQxa$9 opposite the lowest stage c; over 
them were the ladies, in latticed galleries^ who could 

Kwhat was 4loiog upon any of the stages^, iboiigh 
J w^e Invisible to aH. It appeared that tke-eis* 
peror was willing to gratify their curiosity with a 
fight of ane belonging to the embassy, the page^eing 
Madneted oat of th» embassador's box, by a eaaudii 
Vptm a platform within view of the ladies. 
, Tbe actora^ who were numerous, and filled the 
three stages^ instead of appearing in the iNtmaa 
ahaipe^ ASKumed the likeness not only of animale, bat 
likewise of a yario^y of inanimate productions of sea 
and laad ; intended, perhaps, to represent aa epi. 
tome of the workK The pantomime was divided into 
•everal acts, and lasted a considerable part of the af. 
ternoon. During the • perform a nee, the emperor 
called the embassador to him, and said, ^^ It was 
only onparticalar oocasioas, like the present, that he 
assisted at such spectacles ; the care of watching over 
the safety of his people, and enacting laws for. tbeir 
.welfare, neceBsariiy demanded every momofit of 
Us time*" 

Notwithstanding this unremitting attention to the 
public weal, his imperial majesty had found leisure 
to cultivate some of the polite arts. He had written 
poems, something like the epics of Voltaire> <#hich 
shewed taste and fancy. A few stanaas weie con. 
signed to the embassador for his majesty, as were 
somie rare gems, highly prized from having been eight 
centuries 4n the family ; and they were presented as a 
pledge of perpetnid friendship* 

Tt had been the custom of the emperor after 
the celebration of his birthday to follow the great 
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«¥a9» <»f wHd'tea^ts in the forMrof /Pftrtirt^ ;/ibut 
ttiif iport 'VfW' now xhsdinei ow «Mo«!fit «f fiif^iidi* 
Tallied •§»• lie gt^nevaJly flitted thi VttiiiNier 4tt lito 
Tarrtftr^ «iid.tlie wkitftrinferls CbiaetMite^rttdd^ ^ and 
tt9 his i«iperial mftjeity had resoified on m speixly ne« 
tufU to PdEiQ, it was sottled that the embaMitbf 
shoald' leave JSJie-hol before htm. The Mltude'^ef 
thU phice wil» asoertained ifo be foj^ty^-otie degr^«* 
fifty-efgi^t minutes north. 

PrevioQt to his eYceflency^sdeparftire for Pekf»i 
h^ receited att answer from the colflo t» his letter^ 
signifying, that the Hindostan ^onld be alhrwtMi t^ 
sell goods and purchase a cargo at Chu>san nitder Uie 
protection of the mandarines, wh<» fhtaki take care 
that the natii^s did not exact : and that,' as $b»ha§ 
eome from Europe chieif laden wi%h presets lor the 
empeiror, no. duties should be taken on her retorn^ 
hwi thatCSBptaan Mackintosh OMild not be allowed t« 
join his ship. This disappolntRient was dotit)tle8S 
owing to the iiliberality and noMeiidlinesr of th« 
Thibet general. ^ 
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R$iurn ^t Pikin^ ObisrvtUiottr a«d Oc€urrenM9 
therej and at' ¥uen*min*^u&n. lUpariure fttm 
Pekin. Jowrney to Han^ehoo^foo^ partly upm 
tllm tmjfgHuL ComL 

The enrbsflsador, his suite, gnards, and tsacniof do. 
mestics, quitted Zhe*hoi on the momtng of thetmov* 
t j«first of Scptembw i and halting, m the eve«ing, 
at4>ni$of the emperor's palaces, one «f the gUR^s 
died there. This event was kept secret^ it Mog 
contrary io rnkr to smffer any one to expire iwithta 
the imperial precincts. The nest jnoniisig hk^M^J 
was cmurejpud, ae if alive, isra palanquin, atid tat a 
fiiT' miles^distance^: his death was f oemaUgr annottAced. 
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TWenAteljr^rrWe^ at Pekift bn %RA eV^Yinn^ of 

jOf of Moh ^ rliieii^felkyw ItfatisHets 'as; Had heces. 
sarily bqealfeft^vhioA thete^ wli6 had r^main'ed >ver' 
since imdfrvred ap<ia l» state litile better tbiin abtn^l 
oaptiuiy. iSome of the tnfsslotiarles, Iti tHe fiVst 
days^ bwt paid them oecssional Visits : bat 'ibis 
Umodly iiitevcovse aronsmg the jealousy of the 
Chinese^ they mert ordered to be dheantinned, and 
the jSMdhiet of.lioth, tB TtttUTe, narronrly Watched. — 
1h« iOnbaf aador'^ entrance, howeref , into the city, 
was marked with the usual honidiirs, and he received 
tliDaicciistoBied visits of the Tiiandariwes. 
. His excellency being, among other circumstances, 
aware that a system of pteeantien originating in jca. 
busy had been constoothy adopted vrith regard to the 
cwftbassy, foresaw- the expediency of fixing some fa« 
tare day Cor h& depat tare, and he had understood 
that such a proposal was expected/ No permanent 
m^ideiiee had ever yet been established in China for 
any foreign minister ; and the government of the 
cottatry considering embassadors as gnests, whose 
charges were defrayed out of the public purse, the 
unbounded hospitality and sumptuous treatment al- 
ready afforded to the English, were powerful at^u. 
ments against the prolongation of the visit : the em- 
bassador, tiierefore, resolved to ask leave to depart 
iathe begkuiiBg of February, before whieh tinve he 
night hope to efitct something towards- the establhih. 
meat of a more frequent and friendly cornmerelsT in. 
tercourse* - 

>£xterior ceremonies performed in honour of the 
emperor^ which tend greally to inspire the peOpkr 
ivtth sentMievts of respect and duty towards hinr, are 
practised generally throughoilt the empire. On his 
imperial maf^sty's birth^'day, all the mandarines at 
Hdua,- dressed, fa their ceremonid robes, assetnbled 
togethet at iH»«ii,^in the great palace of that city, and 
each, iMfoTa the throne, upon whsch >intetlsex was* 
burning, prostrated himself nine timcs^ and mad« of« 



fe^li^4>f.^iaii^9 mid U^aom, «& If he kmfi^ pattake 
of thismthQggh isbs^U In the 4aaie< general maitner 
is iaccasc burp ^d, and, offeriogs made, etery nevr and 
full moon,, before iko throqa oi theiieteral palacifB, 
by all tbc oii&CQrs of the en[)peror'9 honseheldi 

Tiie tomples of Pckin have no claim to elegance 
-when compared with Us palaces. The rfeligton of the 
cn^peror is performed with much maf aifieenoe in Tar« 
tarj, but in China it is new* The Kiandarines and 
men Qf letters venerate Confaeius, and assemMe in 
halls of simple constraotion ; and the lower classes 
of the people are miable to contribute to the erectton 
of splendid edifices for public worship* Hesides, theri' 
religious attention is much taken up with their house* 
hold gods* Every honse has its altar and its deities* 
Their mythological books contain siinilitades of those 
whom tiiey imagine preside over their persons and 
properties, as well as over external objects likely tor 
Siffectthem. 

The lion is neither bred in that country, not ha# 
any one ever been transported thither, either as s 
public spectacle for profit, or as a present to the em* 
peror. Those statnes must therefore have b6en baci 
ifnitations from incorrect drawings of the lion, ^hose 
superior strength and imputed generosity have gained 
him notice and intimacy beyond the extent of his 
travels* 

That huge animal the elephant, remarkable for its 
strex^th and docility, was seen about the palaces of 
the emperor. Several, both male and female, have 
been brought to China from the vicinity of the eqna^ , 
tor, and some few of them were bred to the north* 
ward of the tropic. They are of a lighter hue, and 
smaller than those at Cochki^ehina. The elephant is 
the only quadruped that has a proboscis, though in« 
stanoes of it ar« freqnent in the insect tribe. 

To qualify persons as officers of the household^ and 
other departnfielits in the imperial pala^, itisne* 
cessary to become eunuchs ; aod the operation for 
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this is gen^ritlly performed before the^of pubB#j9 
though it is dooe from childhood to lorty <yeara of 
age. Such as are desirous of g^uittiiig pleb^it^i and 
urilllng to become euQuchs, are immediatel/ received 
into one of the palaces^ apdinvefitod with an Employ* 
menit that gains him the advantages and importance of 
a gentleman ; and some few of them have been digni. 
ficd with a ball upon their cap, the badge of oj£ce of 
both civil and military mandarines^ 
. But simple castration is not sufficient for those vho 
are entrusted with the care of the ladies of the court. 
They undergQ entire emasculation, all traces of sex 
suffering complete excision. . The beard of aa adult, 
thus formed into a black or complete eunuch^ soon 
begins to fall, off, and in a short time the whole dis. 
appears. His frame also withers like a blighted 
plant, and his face, like the wrinkled hag. Is fiaU of 
furrows. From menial servants at the commence- 
ment, by degrees they creep gradually into favour 
^nd power, administering to the potentate's private 
pleasures and amusement; and their influence has 
been able, from a sup posed indignity, to effect the dis« 
missal and disgrace of mandarines of eminence : the 
missionaries who, from their principles of converting 
to their faith, stand on a precarious footing, are 
more afraid of giving offence to an cunu(:h than to a 
mandarine; and knowing they have the ear of the 
emperor,, they endeavour, by nteeknessof behaviour, 
and acts pf civility, to conciliate. their good wishes. 

When an emperor dies, all his women .arfi removed 
to an edifice called the Palace pf Chasiif^^ situated 
within the walls of the paUce ; iix which they are shut 
up for the remainder of their Jives.. 

There arein China a few". I^agan nuns, who mal^e a 
tow to remain virgins ;. though thjB laws of the coup- 
try do not admit of religious copvents^ tbf se^^^omen 
are ftdmired for persevering in ajp^.efforl^ whicn isc dif- 
ficult , to a,ccoqoplish. The adultery of 'women^is pua- 
isJiiedV.tut not capitally. , , ,, ,; . . 
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' ^WScti a new emperor accedes to tlielhtorie, it U 
iaid tfiat tery^ respectable persons of th6 co tin try 
take thefr dati^ters fo the palace for his choice; anct 
the famiUes of such as are accepted think themselTes 
kight)r honoured. Others are presented to the princes 
of the blood either for wives or concubines. The 
•latter, in China, are looked upon in the same light 
as handmaids In the old testament. In the lower 
classes of life, howerer, beauty must be very rare, if 
what has been asserted be true : that young girls of 
good figure, with handsome features, a^d delicatv 
complexions, are taken or purchased from their pa- 
rents at the age of fourteen, for the use of the rich 
and powerful. 

Intimation was given to the embassador of the em. 
peror's approach to Yuen-min-yuen, and that the eti- 
quette pf the court required he should go some miles 
on the road to meet him ; though much indisposed 
with rheumatism, his excellency went -early in the 
morning to the rendezvous pointed out : the emperor 
came'with regal pomp and dignity; and perceiving 
the embassador stopped to deliver ^ gracious mes- 
sage of civility, which ended in desiring him to re- 
turn speedily, as the dampness of the morning might 
Increase hrs complaint. 

The embassador was informed by some of the great 
mandarines, friends to the embassy, that a council 
had beenjhOlden to take into consideration the letter 
brought by him from the king of Great Britain, and 
the proper mode to be used towards his subjects. On 
this occasion the prime minister had summoned the 
Tiilbct general, viceroy of Canton, and a former 
hoppo of the same placd, a declared enemy of the 
English, then a state prisoner, convicted of embez^/ 
zlingthc pnblic treasure to an immense aniount, and of 
exactions fronl the English while at Canton, to give 
their testimony and advice as being competent tx> 
judge of the conduct and disposition 6f the foreignfers 
trading \o that port; but, without doubi, to 
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^lina^on* ,^f Jit9 ,in|>€wial nminUy. Ufwing , amh% 
j^iqm CQiild b&expected frovk the 9«g9^tip9» pf osucji 
Jper&9i»^rftii4 ihf ««ibM6«dior.o^iife<]i,149 «Mi)ri^ to 
^hqiMriroe inioi«ttr^l9 le«To Bekm «arJjr in tiie,f%pa(li 
4)f Februi^ry. . , , . , . ^ 

. The.enbwiador, insiend. o| an »nsw^r tP ibis loev 
/is^^^y vfi^ived an iniitaUoa to <?ome to YuenMDi%- 
yiieoi ivhtrehe had English letters to d/eUver^ to.him.- 
His excellency went thither, and found a few leUcrs, 
,da|ed.Chtt.6any from thaLion ai|d Hii)do3^Qi .the 
colao wished to know their epptento.; he was told, 
.the Lion would sooa- put to sea, but tiiiat the jyiodo^p 
tan would wait for her commander; and bii exceU 
lency put the letters into his handa^Thfi colao 
hoped the f hip would wait t«i carry back the embas- 
sy. He obserred, that the emperor, on hearing of 
the embaisador'^ ilLaetis and the death of some of his 
suit?) and apprehensive that they, migbt materially 
9ttffer in theif healths by a cotitinnancB, . imp^Qed it 
might be desirable to depart before the rivera were 
^froaen up, as ttaTelltng by land was Tery inconve- 
nient: the embassador discovered that other, motites 
were concealed under the pretended solicitude for the 
embassy's health, and made a proper Answer ; which 
was replied to by the pdwe mkii^er as before ; aiid 
his excelleoey was suffered to take leave witkgijat be- 
ing informed that the emperoria aaswer to his 9>ajes« 
ty's>ietter was ready, and would be dolitered the next 

. The legato Jiavin^ waked on tho embassador to 
n^ the colao desired to see UipL,apeediiy ^a^ the 
giei^ hall of audience in thefMikce.^f FeiEi&, le 
, wont thither ; in the midst of whtch^ipeas pJa^ed^riipQn 
: ^ chair of Atate,. the empev(»^Vi aaw«r. . M-w^ com« 
^ piised in ai lac^ps voll« ^^o^rfd^ irilh< yeUpw. ailk, 
.anfl;Ws« to be. sent. that j9f9n&|g,^^^C<N^ tOvth^ 
^^p^ha$9adoc*9 « *9^ W*t|A|3i^ -..faf 6itf it^ , ijajg^t 
^ contain^ could not b(^#t(ri^ttted either to th^ «olao, 



liVlitlJifitrM{tti^tdi!ks^ wh08& uiifiietidflfieisVa)^ ^6nw 
0f rated by^tSbelr p^tlnselty Ifk y«fasltig-th6 j[lr^ed(^ 
ttsnal f fom icireigti ministers. ' In- a codVersattbtif, 
hoWer^. ^itK the minister oti'tfie points desiraM^ ih 
be'prbctifed for the English East India eom^anyih 
China, he asked for a brief abstract ; and trltnonit 
pitsdgifag hiinsdf to sttppori them, ptomised ihey 
ffhomld hare i^n inimedlate cdnsideration. His e3^ce& 
leaisy,' in consequence, lost no time Sn forwardinji 
•dchU statement. 

The emperor's ansvrer, which \f as sent the sinte 
eTening, was accompanied with several chests of pre« 
sents Tot his majesty * some for the embassador and 
his suite; aad even to1ten$ of his beneficence wer« 
extended to the officers and men of the ships of the 
embassy, as well as to the most menial tberrant pre- 
•ent. 

As BC positif © directions had been given for his ex- 
cellency's departure, it was inferred, from the empe. 
rot*s last declaration at Yueh-min-ynen, that recourse 
wouM not be had to absolute command* His excel, 
lency had to regret the little progress made as to ih^ 
purport of his mission; though he saw the inutility 
of a wish to prolong his residence against the colao'9 
Inclination. H^had, beside, been privately informed, 
that the Chinese had no other idea of an embassy than 
t|iat of a visit with presents on some solemn festiva^, 
and to last only during its conUnaanCe. 

At this juncture, one of the Neapolitan Chinese, 
who had quitted tlm Lion near Macao, brought th^ 
embassador letters from one of the East India com. 
pany^s commissioners at Canton, stating the exp^ta. 
tioo of an immediate rupture with the republicmni^ Of 
Frao(^ and Brabant. Under all these circumstances^ 
tttd hating an ey^ to the safety of the British ships 
liomo#ard bound thd ensuing season from Canton, 
Ms* oxcdlency signified to Ho-choongrtaniig kiir ijiten. 
tiott of joittiut Sir ISrasmuif Go\Ver, at ClluL8aff,'^vHth 
mm 
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siiV possible speed; and requested a letter from him r 
might be imm.ediateljr forwarded coataiaing such in- 
formation. 

This determination, which was pleasing to the colao, 
was perfectly consistent with Chinese decoram, whkJi 
demanded a total cessation of the embassy after the 
receipt of the emperor's answer, and the farezi:e2 
presents; neither could any personal copdmunicatioa 

^afterwards be obtained with his imperial majesty. 
An intercourse more favourable to the views of the 
embassador unexpectedly took place on the route to 
Chu-san, through the means of one of the six grani 
colaos appointed to accompany the embassy thither. 
The sudden remi>?al from Pekin threw the embassy 
Into great confusion, from the short time allowed ta 
prepare for It ; but it was forced to yield to imperious 
necessity. The route was directed through Han-choo. 
foo ; and besides its two old and respectable cotnpa. 

anions, Chow-ta-zhin, and Van-ta-zhin, another per. 
«on of the first rank, Sun-ta«zhin, one of the grand 
colaos, who was in the confidence of the court, was 
appointed to accompany the strangers, and to watck 
and report their conduct. 

On the morning of the 7th of October, Ho.chpong- 
taung, and other ministers, came to a pavilioa withia 
the gates of Pekin, to take leave of the embassador, 
and dcliTered some'gracious messages on the part of 
his imperial majesty. They hoped the treatment his 
eicelknc^ had met with was consonant to his wishes; 
and at the same time assured, that due attention should 
be paid to him and his suite, in order to render the 
journey pleasant to the port of embarkation. Upou 
a table were placed two tubes'*of bamboo wood, co- 
vered with yellow cloth, containing two rolls of yel- 
low paper. Upon one was written an enumeration 
of the imperial presents,, and upon iha other, ah an- 
swer to the recent requisitions made by the embassa- 
dor respectin^j the English factory at Canton. A 
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ndarine of the fifth order was appointed to carry 
;ni as far as the river upon which his excellency; 
IS to embark. 

His excellency, with his English and Chinese re. 
kue, ^t sut immediately for Tong-choo-foo, in or- 
r to embark npon the Pei.ho ; and passing through 
le of the eastern gates of Pekin, he was honoured 
ith the usual salutes. 

On the return from Pekin, a gentleman of the cm- 
issy went into an open temple on one side of the ' 
tuseway, where he descried & curioqs figure, which* 
? imagined was meant to represent the lingam of the 
Hindoos, or heathen god of gardens. It was, how<- 
fer, nothing but a short column, resting upon ths 
ack of an animal, of the lizard kind, but of rude 
cuTpture, It is probable the column was intended zji 
monument for Chinese inscriptions, with which ond 
ace was nearly filled. 

The embassy was received in a respectful manner 
i\ Tong-choo-foo. The temple, its forojcr residence, 
ras prepared for its accommodation, and in the even- 
ng the city was illuminated. Before the deities in 
;his temple, which have already been described, were 
placed one or more bronze vessels for burning per* 
funied matches and tinfoil paper. 

The next day, the yachts being ready, and the pre-* 
sents all shipped, the embassy embarked upon the 
Pei.ho, whose waters were decreasing so fast that, 
the second day, the boats were forced to be dragged 
along. Very little progress had been made when the 
colao, Sun.ta-zhin, came Xo inform the embassador, 
(w bora he received with every mark of respect, anrf 
to Tthom his excellency xTeiterated his acknowledge. 
nents for the civility shewn him at Poa-ta-la, and iiy 
the gardens of Zhe-hol) that he had just received ai 
letter from the emperor ; an extract of i#, which he 
read, purported that ^' he (Sun-ta.zhii)) should take 
the embassy under his particular care, that every pre- 
fer distinction should be shewn, and attention paid to 
• « 9 
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the tmbassadov and his suite in. their route io €%«- 
lan, «nd that he should see them safiely embarked on 
board their ships ; but that if those ships should be 
•aikd from thenoe^ to proceed in the same manner, 
ftud for the like purpose, to Canton," 

S<on»ta.zhin, besides being a colao, was honoured 
with the ydlow mantle, worn over his other garments 
"—the highest distinction known In China. He was 
elegant in manners, but tenacious of his rank and 
dignity. Without disclosing his private instructions, 
conveyed, probably, in the same dispatch, he gave 
ihe embassador to understand, that his letter to Sir 
Erasmus Gowcr had not been forwarded ; having been 
kept back tl^rough the suspicions of Ho^hoeng-taung. 
Sttn.ta*zhin, however, was soon convinced by the can* 
did explanatk)n which the embassador gave him of 
that letter, of the necessity of sending it ; and he wrote 
concerning it to his imperial majesty. He held fre. 
qu^t communications with the embassador ; and his 
inquiries were less stimulated by personal curiosity, 
than by the desire of conyeying to the emperor the 
best information be could collect, respecting the £ng« 
lish and other Europeans trading to China ; so tlai 
his excellency discovered that, though he was recede 
ing from the court, he was advancing more the object 
of his mission, through the medium of the present 
liberal conductor of the embassy, than when he was 
really present, by removbg the prejudices which the 
Chinese, under false representations, had imbibed 
against the English character. 

The gentlemen of the embassy were not, at before, 
restrained from little excursions upon the shore. In 
this part, the fields were' parched up by long droi^ht; 
and the following is the method taken for watering 
them. Two men stood upon projecting banks, op- 
posite to each other; each held in his hand a. rope 
fastened to a bucket, which when filled with water 
from the river, after swinging it to and fro several 
^ioies^ was thrown with rapidity into » reierToirj 
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to miiirtlievLfei^s bank; aadfbomMs^ ibymean^ 
mall chann^s, the water was eonteyed orcr (the 
ainilig .fields. ' At other timet, a loi^ pcde^ tdiABft 
;th was unequaUy divided, is madfe to t^tfiiufieaa 
yt across an upright post* A b^ckM fisied tb dio 
rtest end is lowered into (he river, which iwhciirfil. 
i» hoisted by the longest tevteC) aad its eontefota 
irei into the reserroir, • - - 

L f jw. sheep were seen graaing . upon smaU ipots % 
the greatest number come from Tartary, as well 
he larger cattle : the chief food i»f the latter. la 
n straw cat small. Milk, okeese, and batter, are 
e known among the Chinese; and the coflunon 
pie rarely taste of animal food, nnlees of -such ak. 
by disease or accident, in which cases they ore 
ally relished ; and even the yermin picked off their 
ly persons, fall a prey to their depraved appe* 

^fter their crops of corn are got lo, which was the 
3 at this time, and the stubble taken off the ground^ 
'f ploughed with a single bufialo. Their plough 
( of simple construction; and in parts where tii» 
is very light, it was drawn by men and women* 
:;rc is no coulter to the ploogh : the share which, 
^trates, beio^ made to terminate in a curve, per« 
ns the office of a mould*board for turning back, 
earth. It is sometimes made of ^ron, but more 
lucntly with a timber which, from i^ hardness, jb 
led iron-wood. 

Their rice and corn-fields are all on an even sur« 
3, not, as in Europe, divided into ridge9 and fur^ 
FS, and sown neatly in^rills, or dibbled. Mui^h 
1 is wasted in sowing by hand or broad-cast ; gei« 
r is the crop so abundant as when drilled. The 
rs for setting, or dibbling^ are, by the society of 
icuitu rails ts, directed to be from north to south ; 
which reason the husbandman stands with jiij^Ja^ 
rards the south, in directing the plough* . -r. j\^ 
Lt a £fci\v miles distance from ea^ either^ wcrpii^iJiw 
• Q 3 
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tB.ty posts; "wkb- soldiers stationed to proteet fM in. 
ternal traffic of the proTinees^ as well as travelieTe 
from pirates lUid robbers. Chiaese saldiers weaV flicsr 
MrordU oa the left side, faaTiag the point before thead^. 
and they are drawn by taming their rig&t haftdf be» 
hind them* 

; Thongh seteval of their villages were as large af 
some European cities, they are held in little eaUtaHU 
Hon, unless encompassed by a wall ; and these wadls, 
which always surroand towns, were generally higher 
Ihan the tops of their houses. Erery town is imagined 
to be under the protection of certain stars or constd* 
latioas ; of which last the Chinese numbered twenty* 
^ht; they have stars, also, which answer to the 
twelve signs of the zodiaic, ealled the twelve manriont 
of the sun. 

' In China, no legal tax has been imposed for the 
muntenance of priests in any religion; yet there Is 
iomething contributed to defray the expences ei sa. 
«riices made at «very new and full moon, in epring 
and antumn, and at the commencement of the new 
year. No such day as Sunday is known ; nor is ^e 
week divided in that manner. The templea are 
apen for the free ingress of devotees, some of 
whom have bequeathed benefactions for the support 
of priests. 

* During the reign of the last emperor, a land-tax 
H^as frubstitated for a polUtax ; and though most of 
the imports, and all kinds of luxuries a^e taxed, yet 
as the duty is added to the original price of the e^m- 
modity, the consumer can seldom distinguish the one 
from the other. There is, likewise, a transit duty on 
goods passing from one province to another, whieh is 
a great soarcc Of revenue. And the ][^ublic treasury 
b not a little enridled by presents from trihtetairies, 
and subjects of the empire, as well as by confiscatiotts 
of afiBuent criminals. But the several species of gvain, 
including wheat, upon \\hich the poor princapaily 
aabsist^ are exempt from taiation. 
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r bimA ip^ of gYOtttid Is allofeted to €T6r)f coitmg^ 

aisiog escalent vegetables; aad hogs and poulttyy: 

i^Uy duckfl^ wer6 seen about each d welting : the 

}r afe frequeatly baitched by artificial heait. iHa th^- 

i^es women were seen at thsilr doors spmning coU 

^ with Focks^and reels ; and here, as well a»atte^ery 

m throaghmt thp empire, were pawnbrokers^ 

osare allowed, by law, an exorbitaiit interest on 

j money adranced upon pledges. 

Ihe embas^ entered the provinoe of Sfcan-tnng oiif 

^i^ iSth of October, which being the day of fni^ 

V. km, the whole night was occupied in the perform*.^ 

tee of rlstigious rites. There was an incessant i|oM 

^ ' guns ^iTtg^ music playing, loos beating^ fireworicst 

onching^^nd matehes burning, from the hour of mid« 

ight till the sun-rising. 

^ The atinual cotton.plant is much caltiTated in &if 

rovince, as weU as in that of Kiang.nan ; and so i» 

hidig^ for dying : blue behig the general colour for 

/ottons worn by the common people. The quantity 

>^ cotton, however, produced in China, is ins^fit* 

^ient for the internal consumption^ cotton being imi^' 

cfersftlly worn by both sezes. Considerable quaatt* 

Hes are therefore imported annually from Bombay, 

frhidi is paid for at Canton in dollars; these, in the 

course of trade, dre given for bills of exchange upon 

England ; and the dollars recur agMn to the Chineso 

merchantif in payment for silks, teas, and porcselasn^ 

impovted from thence into Europe. 

On the 22d of October, the yachts arrived at Lin« 
in.eboo, a city of the second order, near which is 
irected af magnificent pagoda, nine stories high, ini 
extded', it was conjectured, to commemorate either 
he comt^encement or completion of this grand canal ; 
^htch exi^ds from hence to Ban^choo-foo^ in an ir. 
egular i^oUrse, ive hundred miles, through heights^ 
▼er y^liieys^ and across lakes and rivers. These pa* 
odafi, calied by the nativfes tOy are generally from a 
undred and twenty to ahuttdred and sixty feet high.; 
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the diameter df tlirtt btseft being abottt*^ fmurlh «r 
fifth of their ^titdde. ; 

. On the ^Sth of October the yachtd reached the 
highest part of the canal, where the rirer ;XiUen, the 
largest which feeds the canal^ descendt into it, vrith a 
most rapid current, in a Hne perpendicular to the 
course of the canal : the opposite western bank is 
therefore strengthened by a strong bulwark of stone^ 
against mhich the. waters of the Luen strike with 
aach Tiolence as to diyide-, and follow, a part of the 
northern, and a part of the southern course of the 
canal. Proceeding, a little farther, they arriyed near, 
the place where the Leu.tze, the renowned fishing* 
bird of China is bred,* and taught the art and prac* 
tlce of /nrnishing his owner with abundance of ^h. 
It is a species of the pelican, or corvorant. 

A (irodigious number of rafts', and small boats> 
built expressly for this kind of fishery, are constantly 
ein ployed upon a lake close to this canal. Ten or a 
doten birds are put to each raft or boat, and on a 
signal being made by the owner, they dire into the 
water and bring up fish, sometimes of an enormoua 
siae, between their bills.. They seemed so well trained 
as to require neither ring nor cord to be put round 
their throats, to prevent them from devouring or 
swallowing any part of their prey ; they were con- 
tent to watt for what their masters chose to give them. 
The boats bailt for this purpose were so light, that 
two men often carried one, with the birds, to the 
lakd. 

This part of the canal was strongly embanked on 
both sides ; for the watei: was brought into a narrower 
channel, and raised several yards above its former 
bed; the lands below were overflowed several months 
In the year, and cnltiyated with that species of rice 
which requires to be immersed in water till it be 
nearly fit for the sickle. Two crops were raised an* 
nually, the one was ripe in May or June, the other 

October or Novem^r, 



. Tke^pprootsi ofsbeJUqg or huskiqg rU:e..ii:^.p^r«. 
formed by putting tHe grata lata a atrQ^g eartW^ t^« 
set^ or large stoQe «H>rt^r fizzed i<ito« the groui^^) 9^ 
striking it with ,a cervical pesjtie, adapted to 4^ end of 
ale¥9r. Thi» pestle i^ o£en wjr,o«]gh.t bj 9 p«r$oa 
treadiffg upoa the end o| a lever. Aoather mode of 
efiectkig this 19^ by placing the graio between two flat 
stones, of a circular form 9 of which the uppermost is 
made to turn round ; but at.3uch a distance from the^ 
undermost, as not t^ crush the rlQO placed between 
Ibem. It is also doiie^ on ji larger scale, by wa^er^ 
mills. 

The Yellow Rirer, which the yachts had now to 
cross, was so rapid in its current as to induce the 
Chinese to think it necessary to make sacrifices to th« 
spirit of the river to insure a safe passage : the mas«- 
ler of the yacht^ attended by the crew, assembled 
upon the forecastle ; and holding a cock in his hand^ 
fts 2 victim, wrung off bis head, and threw it into the 
stream. i{e then coiiisecrated the vessel by sprinkliingi 
its^ blood upon tba decky masti, Anchors, and doors^ 
of the cabins ; upon each of which were stuck somd 
of the cock's feathers. After this, bowls of meat; 
were brought, and placed in a line across the deck; 
and before these, cups> containing oil, tea,, salt, and 
arder^ spirits* The captain now made three low, so«< 
lemn bows,, lifting up his hands, and uttered a few 
words a$ if addressed to the deity. During this time 
fbe loQ was forcibly beaten ; matches were lighted and 
held towards heaven ; tinsel paper was kept burning^ 
ind abundance of crackers let off« Libations were 
nade by him to the river, by throwing into it the cups 
>f liquids ; afterwards, that which held the salt. Thci 
ceremonial being finished, the people made a hearty 
epast of the bowls of meat : they then launched the 
racht with confidence, into the stream ; and having 
eaclted the opposite shore, the captain offered thajakii 
a heaven wi^h three inclinations of body. 
JDuring the embassy's progi^^ towards ih^ X^^V^^ 
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Rirer, Idttets frequently passed between the .emp^oe 
and Sttn.ta.zhtn, and the latter often paid friendly 
Tisits to the embassador. Qaotaiions from the ipipc. 
#iai dispatches were cited at different times, by Sud^ 
ta.zhin, containing not only an acconnt of the letter 
of Sir Erasoit^ Gower having been forwarded to 
Chu-san, but also gracious expressions towards his 
excellency and suite; which he was informed was in 
^onsequencc of Sun-ta-zhin's fa?onrable reports of 
ne embassy. He had declared to the emperor, that 
he was perfectly convinced the embassador* had no 
other views than that of procuring for his country 
advantages in trad«, which Enropeans considered as 
an object of the ntmost importance ; and that he had 
discoTered nothing in their manners or sentiments 
which could create the smallest alarm to the nation, 
with whom the English might be desirous of establish^ 
ing a friendly or commercial intercourse. 

As testimonies of the emperor's personal regard^ 
Jhs gracious messages were often accompanied with 
presents of dried meats from his table, preserved after 
the eastern manner. His imperial majesty, in a re« 
cent answer to Sun-ta-zhin's letters^ assured him| 
that he entertained his. self an high esteem for the 
embassador and his nation, notwithstanding the yari- 
ous surmises which had been made concerning them; 
that he had reSolved to protect their trade, about 
which his ejcccHencr had interested himself so warmly; 
that he bad, indeed, refused to comply with certaia 
requests, as, at his advanced period of life he coald 
not reconcile himself to any innovation : that with 
regard to the business' of Canton, it had been left to 
the discretion and management of the viceroy^ who 
would not readily give orders to abolish practices 
which he Ms-self had sanctioned ; bqt as a particular 
mark of his Imfpcrial majesty's attention to the desires 
of .the English on this subject, he had tecalled the 
former, and appointed a new yiceroy, one who was 

'ated to him by blood, and endued with sentim^ntf 
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0f jtistjce and bencYolence towards stya^gers ; and 

tiiatheiad received instruCiioDS to examine and re* 

Yise the regulations of the port of Canton, and to put 

an effectual stop to the vexations and grietances of 

which the English complained. Sun-ta^zhin, in ad« 

dition, said to the embassador, that it might be sup. 

posed, perhaps, out of delicacy to his estcellency, he 

had put too favourabfe a construotion on htsimpienal 

majesty's dispatches, but that he might rest assured 

they were the emperor's own words ; and that as the 

newly-appointed viceroy was still at Han«choo-foo, 

he would introduce the embassador to him there, wha 

would confirm the assurances he had just given. 

Proceeding^ farther on, they perceived plantations 
of mulberry- trees, some of which bore white, others 
red or black fruit. The boughs being frequently lop- 
ped off, young scions shoot out abundantly, the 
leaves of which are tender and more nutritious for- 
silkworms than those gathered from older branches. 
The aurelias of. the silkworm, as wt?ll as the white 
earth grub, and'^the larva of the sphinx moth, are ac- 
counted, among the CbinesCj a delicacy for the table. 
In this^ however, they are not singular; for in the 
West Indies, a ^arge caterpillar, which feeds upon a 
palm, is esteemed a delicious morscL » 

Bridges of a reddish granite, and some of a coarse 
frey marble, werei thrown ovjr the canal, the arches 
)f which were variously co ni> true ted : to' pass under 
hese bridges, one of vihich, situated in the suburbs 
tf Sou»choo-foo, it was necessary te strike the yacht's 
last, and to ertxt, in its stead, a pair of shjeers, con* 
[Sting of two poks, one from each side of the vessel, 
'^hich uniting at the top formed two legs of an isos. 
eles triangle. But the arches of some of the bridges 
ere lofty enough to admit the vessels to pass nndeir 
I full sail. The vast height of these archeji, render 
eps necessary to them from the extremity of the 
ridge; of pourse they afc not paE$abl«;i for whecU 
images^ '-' 
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klft, termed tJie^Pv^dise of Chin% i& ^^^^ ^^t^wjiL 
populous ; the houses are nesit and well l^uift^ aaS 
the inhabitants respectable, dressed mostly in silk ; 
the women were fairer th^ those in the north, sisBf 
of whom wore a small cap of black satin, adorned 
with jewels, upon the forehead^ brought down to a 
peak between the eye«brdws, and they had ear- pen* 
dents oT gold or crystal. 

Iq the Ticihity of this city Is fouifd that remarkii)!!^ 
tree which produces tallow, the croton sediferum of 
Linnaeus: this tree grows to the height of a connnoit 
cherry-tree, its b<iautiful white blossom is followed by 
its fruit, growing iu bunches, which is contained » f 
hard, brownish husk, which, when ripe, separates 19 
the middle like a chesaut. Each husk contains thre^ 
small kernels, about the size of a hazel nut, aad^reij 
kernel is covered with a hard, white, oleaginous SBb« 
stance, (in like manner as the pulp of a cherry round 
Its stone) which has the properties 6f tallow, but ia 
stripping it off it docs not soil the hands. With this 
tallow the Chinese make candles ; though, to hai^ea 
them, they are generally dipped in the wax produced 
by the insect. From the shell and kernel is extracted 
a good deal of oil, so that the tree produces . fallow 
for candles, and oil for lamps. 

The yachts stopped at a village neir the cify oft 
Han-choo^foo, to receive the new viceroy of Can ^09,. 
He came in a barge to pay the first visit to .^untta^^ 
zhii), and to the embassador. He confirmed the ai»sur«^ 
ances which had been given of the emperor's friendly 
disposition towards his excellency and the.Ex^Uih^ 
to which, in the most pleasing manner, he §^de4^ 
own good^wilL . : £ / 

In addition to the honour conferred by tha p;ojge« 
rer on Chaung.ta^zhin, the viceroy, the inhaj^tt^t^ 
of the.Che-kiang, the governments of w^chvlv^^)^ 
jnst quitted, and where he had administered inipattta 
justice^ gave him the most Mattering of titles,, by cstllr 
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idm tbe/^ second Confucliis." He accompanied 
i.ta^zhm and the embasMdor into Uan^dioo^lboy 
#1iich plaoe they arrtTed on the OA of Novenii 
r* 1793. 



CHAP. XH. 

ifioz-cAooo/o^* Journey from ih^nce to Chu^san § 
and also, to Canton* . Passage of the hiov^ 
4fnd Uindasian from the former to the latter f 
Residence of the Embassy mt CafUon and Macao^ 
JPassags to St* Helena; Notices of that Island* 
'Return home. 

The city of HaD-choo.foO) neatly e^nai in popira 

ition to Pekin, is the grand emporiiim for merchant 

lae and all kinds of articles wMch pass between tho 

yortbern and southern proTinces. The highest housea 

''^are only two stones ; the streets are narrow, bat 

reli payed ; in the principal of whidi the shops are 

s apleodid as any in London. The manaiecture of 

[;filk8 and satins, ifor which there is a brisk demand, i« 

<^one by women ; and furs and English hroad-ciotlia 

y^rm no inconsiderable part of their trade. Tlie ia« 

^tes, in lieiH of linen, wear next them a silk netting, 

^Ter this a waistcoat and drawers of silk, lined, in 

»ld weather, with firs; and a satin robe abore «11^ 

eatly gathered round the waist, and retained by a 

iish. 

^. Inlormation wnii reeeired here that Sir.Etasmva 
"^ower had sailed from Chn^san ^^ but as he had stated 
lb a former letter, that he should proceed to Canton 
|b> get a supply of medicines, which he conld not ob« 
^tatn elsewhere, a diapateh was immediately sent'to th^-^ 
^mpj^'acoaunisai6nersatGan(loili08lQ.p tha.LMiift'. 
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From tbit place th« new tioeroy penakted Ca^ 
Mftckiotosh and a part of the embassador's suite ^ 
go to Chu-iap, where the HindoHtao was taking in 
cargo. San.ta^zhin, who took a friendij leaVe 
the embassador, accompanied this party. They j 
out on the 13th, and «rriTed there on the l^th 
NoTember; at which 'place their conductor, aftj 
making presents to tkem on behalf of the emperd 
^ shook the captain heartily by the hand, and bade 1 
a cordial adieu. 

The embassador and the -viceroy set ont tiie sa^ 
day for Canton, the route- to which was upon the ! 
▼er Chten.tang.channg. Two bodies of Tartar troojj 
tuperbly dressed, were drawn out upon the beaci 
and saluted his excellency as he passed to his bard 
An immense crowd of boats were assemble)! on 
4)Ccasion, and among the experienced boatsmen 
oDa who rowed, steered, held the sheet, and smoli 
at the same time. 

.. Between Han^choov^foo and Yen*choo.foo 
tome rioh and picturesqve ralleys, which preseni 
to view the large leafed cbesnnt, and purple Ic 
tallow.trees ; also the towering larch, and:tiie gliti 
ittg leares of the thick,. spreading camphor.tree ; 
nearer to the latter place, a great nnmber of 
thuya, or ardor xUm tree, which grows to anr ama 
height. 

. i3nring a short temporary obstraction to the pi| 
§ ress of the boats, two young men overtook the 
^who were anxious .to have- a sight of the eml 
They were dtgnified.with.theflameofic^^onit^e'kl 
of the Lequese islands, and were going to pay tril '^ 
and do homage from, their fibvereign 'to the enpbr 
Thmr dress, bissides silk turbans, connsted of a 
brown shawl, the maaofactune of their country^, lil 
with the furs of squirrels. They^wer^ of |dhiikL i 
plexion, weU bred, and commonioaliWi < Nt> ' Bn 
pean ^i^sei, it i0emay had eyer been at WRf 
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i«]af»4sy {at tbe principal of which was a comiiit»dioita 
hiii:|)our) though they are not f^ohilHted) aud woiiU 
J>e wdl received.' , 

The tea«>tree, seldom cultivated . more northcrlj 
than thirty difgrees, was di^oov^red about this part 
thinly scs^ttered ; but it abouudft iu the province of 
Fochen. Thisplanty as well a^ its pKoperttea^ is so 
well kaowo, that we shall pa^s it over 10 silence, and 
^peak of another, very nuich like, aad often siibsti4» 
tilted for, it, the camellia sesanqua. 

The petals of this plant, called by the Chinese^i^ha. 
'whaw, or flower of tea, fr.ow th^r resemblance to 
each.othe;r; and, likewise the fiowpjrs of Ihe Atabiam 
jessamine, are sometimes mixed among the teas, \m 
ord^r to increase their flavour* The camellia sesan* 
qua, which growns upon the tops and sides of moan- 
tains, is assiduously cultivated. It bears a nut from 
which is expressed an edible oil, equal to>the bestim« 
ported from Florence* 

Overall excavations were perceived i^ the eides of 

the' contiguous hills, whence had been obtsuaed a 

species of- fine grauite, called pe^turuse^ used in ma» 

nufacturing porcelain. This with km liny 9^ kind of 

clay, wha-they similar to the English soap-r«ck^ she,* 

kauj the gypsum, and,, it is reported, the inconsum^ 

able asbestos fossile^stpne, formed its principal mate* 

rials. A village in the neighbourhood contained threa 

tbousand furnices for baking porcelain ; but the ma. 

nufacturing of it is, with them, rendered unoeFtaiii ; 

inasmach as^ for want .of such a thermometer as 

Wedgwood's to ascertain the degree of heat, the con* 

tents of^whole furnaces have been baked into ona 

Bo^d useless mass. . . 

The embassy had now reached Chan.san*chea, 
wherp the river was no longer navigable. During 
their roiate, as well as on their arrival, here, there 
were; several interchanges of visits between the vice* 
roj aodjth^ embassador, while preparations wera 
xiaklng for their journey by land. He had almost 9 
H H 2 



Ailly.feMV^ojllieo^ with thtemp^rprjf :^jcpf^ w^ 
kif Mcolkiicif reaii<inipeit0r<efciTe eiipressKo.o&ofpA 
tottftl esteem. • Tlia omrePsioiu.tQ whicti ^re^it^ 
M4iptrHe«liwl]p tlie itagBsh, were exposedrat Cnnr 
fti)fiMkir)|^ anmld in te ei^ane of coaYer»atiop. L 
ktQeiMtai«9 of the Ticer 07 disposed him to listen ; 
••ncfc'OempIaiwte; luid Cbow«ta..shin,:a8!6aunph fik 
^OitfaeemlMBfyf whom 1m iuMi hoaoured with hisr ca; 
iri«Q00, anierteok.to mtge the biusiness to hiis; 
priT«te* 

• • Bircrftliuig betas ready, the eiobasij pnrsqedtk 
j^Hasntey towairds Caaton. On their rente they ^•^ 
0Awi stafel upon the sloping sides of hills^ io whic 
weiw ^cnitiTated pnfaie) grain^ yams, sweet poiatoa, 
•amis, carrots, tarnips, and other culinary Tegit^ 
Mbs; Upon the top of the moantain wfta a res errir 
Io oatdi rain water, which was conreyed thence, b 
channels, to irrigate these cultifrated terraces. 

The coUeciittg of compost folr the land |9, wl!i 
Ihetki, an object of the greatest attention ; in whiei 
hnsinees^4re ^Uployed old and yo«ng, incapal^esf 
atty other kind of labour. They rnramage ereiy 
street, read, jafcea*pot9, rhrer, and canal ; mid sin 
pick up with thesr hands, in baskets, the ordureef 
animals, and offals of every kind which can ansinr 
the purpose of mannre. Whererer this is deficieot, 
they nnlte various kinds af earth together ; if tin 
earth be too compact or adhesite, they mix witfi it 
Sand ; if too loose, clay or loam ; and they are at. 
ten tire In adapting the nature of the plrntt to (i» 
«oi1 ; and often, to advantage, change the earth from 
one spot to another. 

, Bemdes the modes already pointed out for raisiaj 
irater from rivers for irrigating their lands, the Chi. 
iiefte> lAake nse of a chain* pump, the chambers of 
iffttch^ instead of being cylittdrtdal, are imiTersall; 
Square. The* inside of a botlow wooden trunk is ^i* 
I'^lflded in the middle, by a board, into tvrocompart- 
< nsentsr;^ a^diain, made to .turn oTer.a'smsU whcd or i 
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fat ah*d^^ain^W'Wcc^8 6f^<MdV^*i4«*ly»ttt^^ Ihd &»l' 

Sacfty *'6f Hi6 gaVftf; '^Tr\^,' *efcMed llfttH^ imoEf^ 

vvr 1 til the ' 6\\i\a f oifin^^lfitf ^dHlnnl, lUid srii«^«'«aliunb 

of wat6r ]Jropoi^OTikie't<y'tfietAfoiMitrionii ofttofco^ 

low truok. Thfe power ib wotk CKis' nHMhiiMr mftj^ . 

toe applied differetrt 'w^sl' When irfts'-ifftondoa t* 

iraise a grfcat quantfty of '^ater, s^ft er<<roi>den arfiii 

in th^ form of the leffer T, ttrfr afflt^dt^'tiie^lefigHif. 

ened axis of the rollers, and smoothed for theioiot/tD 

T-c!st upon. The a^s ib made to tixniiii]idti twb'wood 

xiprights, rendered fcteady by « ]^fiece '>of\ tiftilnQr 

stretched across fhem. Men, by itmdin^ upon tbo 

projecting parts* of' the wooden anm^ 'supportiMg 

themseltes at the satne ^e hy a cross^beamy given 

rotatory mdtlon to the chain | and the lifters, btmg 

attached to it, raise up ii ^onitaat and abandaat 

stream of water. * - < 

In the course df thf^BlHirl j<»uroeif' by lainU no 
single spot was seen mtc^ti^ated where the efforts 
of labotit could atail. "' Iw pTacies wbere the eoil was 
poor, or st^ril, eteVy mean was employed to render 
It fertile. The Chinese kre as neat in basbaodry ae 
in'h'OTticalhire, and extirpate etery nascent wsed, «r 
tioxious plant. • 

In the erenitigthey arrired ftt4 town; wliencetbey 
^ere neitt day again to enij[>ark ; and thoogb Inns are 
Tiot ^ahtfng on the rdad,* there was not one proper, to 
receive the embassador and s^lte; and tiiey • wece mc* 
cordlngfy accommodated with l^e poblichaH, doe* 
iined for the eiamfnatioa 6f young mett^ pieYtotit to 
taking their degrees. 

Tliese examinations are 'always public; and the 
gdTernor atid' magistkntes who preside^ anil Ifae 
iiumerons aifdUors who attend, ar^ snpposed aUerto 
suppress any inclination to partiality in- the jwi§e8« 
Oral and written qo^stions are put to the'candi. 
dates, as in Eisgland « and the snccestfar ooet, after 
^beitag* elected to the nbfreriltyy 4s ^ni'lbe^ rpad^'Otidi 
H H 3 



«M Btmianrc'ro 

MtfWtin^t^:tk» Ugtest efioes mdAghi^ek x^i 

pie, tbiift «iMifkic«d tlMfwitfaivirjD bas boen obiaiik 
tlfrDugli ti«ril4-OTe i^fompted to {Hiyitresrpecttt 
ofledfi^tie,' ekeeptln GHM0 of a#tonoiis abuse, agaic 
iriitchi«niE«iMl teaniinf dp aot always aiibnl seat 
vilr. A sytton of goyecninait like this ^ hoitis oJ 
mthty lid^rtHages to bocmIj ; nor can it fail bnt wha 
l^e temptatioil to :do •tU proponderatea over ib 
\ strength of pilaoipie^ wad the hazard of detection ii 
Sicrificiitg lt« The poor and private iBdiridiiais d 
China, who have no channel throegh wfaicii. to is. 
part the grievaacea they anlfer from the conduct tf, 
iheir local rtilefe, may be said to be left alia ost a: 
their mercy ;■ and the same concliiaaon will apply (0 
fordlgacrt when le£t in tke eamt predicament. It wai 
under this idea that the embasaador seized . every ofk 
portdnit^ of Im pressing' oatbeimiad of the viceror, 
the- eftpedieacy of his protectiag the strangers itf 
Cantoafrdm the eztortioai of the collectors of th 1 
diatoms^' tia4 other avbordinate <kffioers connected 
wi^ iho eomneroe of that port. The viceroy wa 
cautiena- in prom^iaf^ bat sincerely incUacd to <i» 
all the good ia his power. 

In the GOttiseef aaather^isit, the viceroy said ta 
the embabaodorv that he was coavlnced no pains 
#onld be apared by ithe persons he was aboat to go* 
vafn^ toliaptess him with ideas^inimic^ tothe firi* 
tiilliiaticin ; blit that he saw the necessity of a change 
<rf eaadoct, as weU oat of a principle of jnsdce to tfce 
English, as for the hononr of his own country. And 
thbo^hhii' iniaenco was cofisiderable, and his foot. 
in|^ apparently fiem, yet his new situation wHs not free 
ft^dtffi<ailtie8i; that l>eride9 the ofl&cers at Cantos 
interested jin>continning those oppressions, and wfaoss I 
^uilt would be implicated in a redresi^ there were 
othetfipesyadiced enemies atoourt, who nugbt equally 
coh8fderirefona.as a censavo upon them v tkat.exelaw 
^fte^of ailftbtsei another important jpoBsidccatiop had 



•ceorred to lBm,Hw^iiefc was, tiiQ peroiiptorj! 1»»J»w 
in which Ho-«h<M»nglta«iog had refnwd thdTequW-j 
tions of the embassador ; that if in a Tepre»eBt^tio»^.. 
of these facts to the ccrntt «f Great iBritai^ m epf . 
deaTour were madp tcf exoHe I^eseni1lle^t9 ai^ S^^?^.. 
qiwnt appearaaoes of resentment a|^aii«t Ms iJOontry 
would involve him eriminally in ike eye^ of hif- 
gbvernroent, for favours that might be Ae^n by, 
^m to the English in the mean time ; he w*a> th«r*-^ 
fore, anxious to be satisfied oo that head. . 

It was not quite clear to the embassador, whetw^.: 
the apprehension or^inated with the tSceroy, or fron» > 
a higher sourije; butat any rate it appeared, to indi- 
cate, that from a conviction of the English armies m 
India, and of their vast maritime strength, the Bri- 
tish nation was suspected of being two powerful not 
to require some delicacy of. condact efen from thai 
haughty empire of China. His excellency owned 
that he was dubious of the disj[)OsitioB of the court ot 
minister of Pekin towards his country ; but from the 
explanations which Sufut&.zhin, as well as hp, the 
viceroy, had given of the genuine sentiments of his 
imperial majesty, he placed a firm reliance on the as- 
sorances solemnly made to him, that particular ^ at- 
tention would be paid to the interests of the Britislv 
subjects in China, and had already imparted this con- 
fidence to the English government in the letters h^ 
had sent from Han^choo«foo ; which ho did not doubt 
would confide in their fulfilment. The viperoy th^i^ 
enquired of the embassador, vrhethcr ke could em- 
jsower him to certify a continuance of this amicable 
disposition, by the king^s writing, .s^jeedily, to l>i» 
imperial majesty ; and by sending again « minipt^r t^ 
China, if the emperorwere inclined to admit of f )ich^ 
not in the expensive^manner of the present emba«^> 
but merely as a token of the cantinned amity. i^ hw 
Britannio majesty. 

Uia excellency ,« notexpectiug snchA proposal ie** 
plied^ that ' ^ the kiB|; .would probably have. Uo^di|^ 
fixsul4r.iA wviting to the emperor^" jto ackmolciedgis 
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tncVeceiptbT the presents, aiid to express' |iis ttjanks' 
for the distinguished uianncr in'whicH he^had received 
ttie 'embassj^ J a' cirQMmstance uncprin,eGtedl with it& 
oBjects, art of vhloh Tie had hopes tni|[ht be effected 
io lime j but' that the vast (fistaoci^ betWeerlthe tivo 
cippircSj'and the difficulty and precariousuesj of the 
xiavl^afion, made it impossible to deterniirie the ad* 
V^'^t of anew pinbass^. The Yiccroy ended by say- 
ingj Vha't he \i'Ould instantly send a^ messenger to 
cpuf t with a relation of the conferi nee, t^gefher with 
such intiirtktions of his own as would,* he hoped, ba 
in; all p6ihts* perfectly satisfactory to tKe emperor. 

Th^ embassy emba,rke(J anew ; and proceeding ra- 

tlier in a northerly cowrso, passed by a Vast extent of 

•wampy land. In the m'ulst of which was the largest 

collection of water in the country, called Poyang 

Lak?. Into this lake many rivers flow, and out of 

ft several canals have been formed, and inclosed with. 

in strong high banlcs for the security of vessels in 

8'tormy or deluging weather. The billows often ris« 

as hign as those at sea, which render its passage dao- 

jerqus. Small sandy islands were descried in the 

lake, the solitary residence of tishcrmen. The pro- 

"irince of Kiang-see, ' which lay by the river side, 

abounded with plantations of bambooi ,,The feet of 

the women here were'not crippled^ being left ih their 

Jiatiiral state* • * • 

*' Therivcr became again shallow ; and a secondhand 

Ipur was unavoidable. The travellers set out in the 

morning, and arrived the same day at Nan-shod-foo, 

'•Uher^ small covered barges, on the river Pe-Kiang, 

%bre prepared to 6arry them to Canton. Some 

"dayi \yefore' thej^ got to that city, persons were heard 

t6 iftter broken fjiigVish as they passed, 'a proof of 

tif^ Infhi eh cb of British commerce 5 and many boats 

were seen going down tlie river with merchandise 'for 

-the' English market. ' . 

•"; 'T^ifk riter'likew^ise swarmed with raffe bt timber, 

irhhtfjr <)f tlife'iarch'aiid camphor-trfeeis/destined for 
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HiQ middle And northern proYiiices. th^ rafts werg 
iiippUed with maats and tails, pf which, in fait 
wit<ds, thpy could stem thc^current ; otherwise thej^ 
t^ ere traili^d hj persons who lired oloi>oard in ca^ 
bins built exppe$sly fc^r ihe.m. They u^ed frequently 
to fishy and large nets were hauled up frpm them, . 

, The viceroy had judged it expedient to proceed to 
Canton before the party, to procure a suitable recep# 
tion for the embassy. He ^ent froih thence b;rge ele« 
g;aQt barges, in which the embassador made his en« 
trance into Catiton on the nineteenth of December^ 
1793. The splendid manner in which his excellencjE 
was receired, added to the personal attentions of tha 
yiceroy, must have convinced the inhabitants tibal 
the English were no longer destitute of protection^ 
nor unworthy of esteeia, 

. Mosf of the embassy had the happiness of heacinf 
from their friends at home ; and official accounts werir 
deceived, that the government of France had com- 
menced hostilities against jGreat Brlt^dn. The $m# 
bassador had, Ukewise, the satisfaction of learning^ 
that the Lion, after which ship the company's com* 
nisstoaers had dispatched a messenger, had bean oveN 
taken, and was then at Bocca Tigris* 

The Lion sailed from Clra-san on theei^teenth of 
October,, after having been there about seven weeks | 
during which time her crew had cntirelyrecoverod from 
their complaints. She passed through the Chs-saii 
islands and the straits of Formosa, and anchored near 
the Ladronc islands on the twenty*third of October* ' 
. As soon as the company's commissioners bad snp^ 
plied Sir Erasmus with the medicines and other arti# 
cles he wanted, he again shaped his CQurse for> and 
sailed through the straits of Formosa ; but haviogt 
All a gate of wind, sprung her fore and main topmasts^ 
the Lion returned- to the Ladroues to refit. . . 

.About this place some piratical vessels were seen^ 
whose crews were Chinese*, They had lately seized 
several jni^ks, and. plundered thtoeigbbonripg idaodf* 



TlKir prttotf€ft l9, aftef taking wfaat^reit it yiimH^^ 
4^(Bet fire to <t1i# hftbltaitiofiia ; t& sink tlve junliB^ ; ';to 
make slaires of tke st^ut^ rTobUst med) amd/tir^twti 
the rest to death.' I'.t. .i • 

* Ob the SIvt of Ncrrambef th« Liesfeti liv'viHi a 
Wig9 whioh^ OQ ex«iiiliiatlo«9 prurrd to hr the Meo. 
t(cal resBlA to irlHCfa the fit e scakcaireken iMhooi^edy 
nrfaom theettba^fij, in: the fnreci'diitg riienth jof >Feimi.< 
avy^'had IoihhI and* Mtiipott' Amsterdam islandi^aiid 
whetfe it U proibably Htnef irlH no# end their dajs^' ai 
Shr* Erasmus Gower sebfed' the brig rb a lasfUA.ptiz^ 
die'hariog beeti <fiited'Oirt from tkeisleof France* 
I Before the tdamag^e were' repnrad which iktalMm 
liad sustained^ in the ttopestaotu wtather^ Sic Bfas^ 
snU'G^w^r fortunately receHfed the'di^atehea wlueh 
had been forwarded to him by>theoDn»iiB8idnev»^aiMl 
in ^me^tiehde* thereof^ hd had retanwd t^ fiebca 
Kgt^B. ■■ ' :•.... ^ . 

« The'HiadMtan, Garptain Maokmtosh^ also returned 
to Canton earlier than was expected. The ChiL-iaii 
trad^ri had tfot godds- sufficient to Joad.sodai^ a 
^Ip, uiH^er wasiticon'tenieftt for then 4o puarcbftg* 
tiM ' l^opean ^ comu^dities. Tea • and silk^.:W)bm 
cheaper there than at any other place; but ikey 
w«uited'^4 'amount in^speci^VaildOs^atn Mackintosh 
w^ Hdt |yrot^ided for the e^igenoe. rfle therefore'sct 
fail for Canton j at which port he was aiso Ui he. escw 
•Bipted from the ^eeu8t(Mnadln»post8. 
^•ThloT'elty of Oatfton, inwhich the embassy «as n<^w 
lodgttd^ like at^y other larg^ seaport, has a nuubcrnof 
fev^l^^s mi^Dsd with: the natiros. The lactone^ l>e. 
longing todifibrent£inropeaR.iiationfs^each of wAibhhast 
Itaf e£uMa» ttaf|4)4ng, ave handsome iioaidiagayaf rang, 
•d 4«l»^a line alofkg (thei riiirer, withmit the«<tity Wftils ; 
^ttdatouadttae nei^hbohrhood arewarehotiaea ior tba- 
reception of :4irt}c!es fidri<ale, as wvUasfonGhibflsa 
merehaadretf for ei^feriattdn.* Wfaaiieeci^ puirehasea 
are made f6r «he Koglisli^ ^Baat Inifiar oempaikgrv ia 
done by ^entS| w.hose Uberal emoIamentBLfdftoa thena 



afc9>v»tibe iBvapiBiion ^f fCtttiidaUftt or AishMMmiubilt 
praetifics ; a«d itfho^^aie bced< in^tlte fai^bitsof methiid^ 
pitQAliiaiity yisnxl' ptoiitiij.} . AetdiAraotfrlstiea x»l a^gtoi 
merchant, , ,...,.,> 

r J?fona;feces4r&gfiflattoiirtinreecom9uiifii<>iieraj|ad 
coaaCanttresiikiitee-atthe £a^ifibk£Bj&ioffj^,e|^|ii«iyeof 
tliefontieirBuiikbBroC mpercar^odsiiAd writem. XJieiT* 
wert delegated fo^..the fsamj^ny; i» notify^ la fartti^ 
|lief.appiBitineBt ol^aaembasaf ftjom Gl«eat Brit»ii,.af 
im>U as ia ffupeiinteod aad divooti tfceiCiOfpip^iiy'g atfiairt 
at Madao and Caiiton. These ge»ilemen hATiBfr f i^r,^ 
ntshisd the embassad^ wilb a particalftr «ta.temeiit'<oS 
tte opprenions, and.perscMial Migoitie^ eiEp«rieQ«ed 
Vy thecF agentsf enabled him to ddd' to the remooa 
atrances .befoYe ptesetited to the Ticerp|r. Ic^^coim 
^oqneoco of tbtsy two edicts were liQi&ediato1y'(>ise»« 
IBidgated agahni the frauds pr^ctitod on f oreigiiors ii| 
their commercial transactions, as well as the ioii^lti 
offered to their persons ; in virtue whereof offenders 
kad -ali^eady been pvoishsd. . . 

Amoiig thia grievuDoee stated by the commissionen^ 
and which was inclttdod in the ramonstfanoe of tkm 
emfaassadar^ was that of the natives being prohibited 
from isistjraoting Europeans in th^ Chinese language* 
The' werof was at a loss to jadge on what prinf:i{ii# 
fueba furohibitton could hare taken place, which d«# 
p4vcd Coreigaeis of the means of transacting theijr 
own affairs^ as well as that of acquiring a koowl^dgio 
oSj in-oirder.to conform themselves to, the Uws and 
ea«tOBi8 of tho eonntcy • In this f>arUc9lar the vice** 
rof anurodtts a^icelleBcy that no.farthor ob&tnitclioa 
riwald be given' on the part . of goTeroiaent, 

;Thoiijg^:: a complete reform of abusea. conU not 
boiiioddeniy ox)peoted, yet. d«rifg the; em>a4sa*» 
dor's rewlMce at Caxtt^xk it w^is sot likely tha 
Engliiffi cwttld have nrach caoa^ of compUiat, , Hia 
oseeHoiifi^'siiAthBaey with the>iFioeroy^ the viceroy 'si 
fiteindly ditposifioD, ihe.facUity of i<nf)arttog «^y hw 
ji^ititeoniiMed^ thvoiigh the,.a}i^iii^.of ^ f^t^ful 
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iatoiiivfeiln') ^fFMvlilMjf ^uyiiMiiM' Juititc in|l v^liMifK 
litjrto fordsd tittdmi M lotiff 'ak lie ni m>taa a^ I rf| 
Aiidiliiadfarto tte Miliidtl iiiisre)7refe^i;^iQtli(W 
the Mtj^gj ItfterAted koppomnd bisiiii^ii^cittKba^ ^ 

Beiidtt'i^fii^tQietkt ihterdiati^ of vi'sitir'b^WVett 
Ike Ticer^y ani the eriibassadoir, Hi^ talknii tdoler j^hii 
l«Cweett die lait^ tad the gentlemen of the tttti^ i 
mil which m^it tend to cenrhice fte €liHies«'¥hai'^e 
agentft for die East India Company fa 6bir»t ^ret^ of 
m reipectable class, ind held fuch'nil dcoopattdjff ai 
did not render tlheia ntiwerthy of lh^ society -of per. 
eons of the highest rank and' di^iictionf. Er^ot A# 
^de and reservednesk of exalted' rank Wrer not dbe. 
fiihed by the tteeroy. None of his 'pi^detielidtsy 
like hioD, ever permitted the natlre teeirchahtt fo sit 
down in his presence ; and he was 4ie firit #l^o bad 
condescended to sit at an English table #lth*'^ 
gentlemen of the factory, at an entertainnient'i^re« 
pared by them for his elcelteney. 

Agriculture engages most the attention^ and^s/iftt 
chief occupation of the Chinese. Nearly the Wbole 
surface of the empire is appropriated 6rily for'^ 
production of food*; nor are there any Ihnits ptrif to 
the populousness of the Country, but sv6h as arise 
ft'ora the/n€cc^«!ty of subsistence. They hutfi no 
meadow land, and but Tittle pastnrc; nor are Qstsr*^ 
beans, or turnips, sown in fields for the use of entttie. 
There are scarcely dny parks orplea«ure.grotitid)i%dl 
those appertaining to the emperor. The roiidt^ be. 
Ing narrow, occupy but Htfle land ; the chief ia£erl, 
course is by canals. Cotnnv^ns, or waste grounded 
are unknown in China ; nor do they swUir th^ araK 
ble lands to lie fallow. The Iabo«f of man Is priidct^ 
pally applied to the raising of tfrtlc^ which admi. 
Mister to the comforts, bat not to tile Intnries of I^. 
Eren soldiers, when not on duty, are busied 4n b«s« 
bandry. The quantity of subinsleiice is alsoanjg* 
mented by their conr erting more spedes of aaimnlaas 
well as yegeti^leS; to thrir ordinary faod'thaA is 
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. ine^tf ixh^, f^^^^n^u^VJ^^n^f^^pi Cbioa .were fa^ip^ 
to imiuaja upii?jfrdU.pf ei<ht.biii^red apU t;ijirty mlQ 

yith\a tile walls^ (.for no cqrroat 4CC»unt ^f ^aU^ 

difiev^nl dl^Fiiii^QS . of (iU^icts, h/' . titiiiug . oieft ^a^}^ 
pointtd hj tht; gQY^mpcnt, .amoojilLcd t,o threaluifi^ 

'ir^, ,9a4 tbU^yri^^V' ittUliujis of souls, Ti^e, cevp/iju^ 
arising froi^ the whole, of tiie provinceti H^as>Uti4 
atthirty-slx iniiiions atul a half i^f tahei» or ounces oC 
silrer, and four inillioQS five bacidr<;d aod forl^y^ci^t 
^^quaaiKl mf}afiur4.;spf rice another ^ravn. .,'>(.^, 
Th^ real dls^^i^sitioh of ,ihc viceroy to cherisj^ aA4 
protect the Krigli«>h was countenanced by receot^dis^ 
patches. f^OAi the Etppcror, ^ho theri^ija e&pressed thg^. 
Velpome which.wonUl hcgifenat his court to anotl^cr 
tui^baAsy frpxn ihe king of Great Britain, ^od his de« 
#ira th^^nqtice mijisht be ^i^exi of the ininL»ter's ar* 
dval att .C;intonf that pro^H^r p^irsons might be dis^ 
l^tpbod tiuther to conduct htm tpFekiiL. And by an 
extract. fjiQm aDotli«ir letter it was stati'd^ttiat as.j^ia 
imperial majesty .should rfsi^ the reigns of goverju 
iiMetniin the fif^^spycnth year of the current cycle,. 

. iiQrrpii\|»Diu^9f U> they^ar 1796, he wishr4to$ee sa^h. 
minister at^ or as soonascoavnient aftei, that tlait^. 

, *^ T^ns,." sajrs the lea raed, secretary, (^nd surely ,.o 
aw can doubt thjs i^t^, notwithstaailiqg the; qnf i< 
Toucabie appearances at Zhe^hoi and Pikiu j '^ i^te 
«mb;^^^ according to the expectations wbich led to 

. the n!o4^{ta^iMfe. b^jt coi^iSMrjr to tho pr^qsp^cts 
which clouded it sooaetimer ia its pr<i(g(e6s, . «i||c* 
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eeeded tt Tengtli, sot onlj in oMacohg pennfesioti, ' 
bat ID receiving an iRTitation, for a similar inter, 
coorse witli the court of China, nrhenever tile go- 
vernment of Oreat * Britain and the companj ^all 
deem expedient to renew it" 

As the expences attending the embassy while in tile 
cTty were defrayed by his imperial majesty, his ex. 
cellency was induced €6 remove «to, and wait for the 
Lion at Macao; where, being out of the Chinese 
territories, they shoilid cease to be any longer at the 
charges of the emperor. The attention /of the vice. 
roy was uniform throughout ; instanced by his pay. 
ing the embassador the same distinguished honours at 
his departure from, as he had done on his cirtrance 
Into, the city of Canton, 

An affectionate ieate was taken of Chow and Vaa* 
ta^shiif)' faithful companions cf the embassy^ who, 
after s final separation, sent on board the Lion pre- 
sCnli df refreshment, and other tol&ens of personal 
cstitai. On the embassador*^? arrival at Macao, be 
wal politely receircd and entertained by the go- 
v^ftior. 

This settlement, granted, under certain restrictions, 
ttfi the Portuguese, is connected to the remainder of 
th^ island by a long neck of land, about a hmdrcd 
yards across. Their whole extent of territory, 
bounded bv a wall, is not more than eight mites in 
ctrcnit. In this small spot, the Portuguese carried 
on, for a length of time, almost exclusively, a coo* 
siderabk traffic with the Chinese empire, and in other 
countries in Asia, particularly to Japan, Ton-qoin, 
Cachitt«China, and Slam. Luxury kept pz6e with 
the increase of wealth ; the enterprising spirit of -the 
whole nation declined ; and those at Macao became 
enervated by the effects of a tropical climate. Thdr 
trade to Japan failed ; thefr speculations to other parts 
were rendered precarious ; and this once prosperous 
Mottleroent is descended almost into a state of ni« 
hiHty. . 
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The public admioistration of Macao is comaiitted 
to the military governor, the bishop, the judge, and 
a few of the «ettier$. There arc thirteeil ehorches 
and chapels, and £fty priltsts,. besides a French and' 
Italian clergyman, to minister to the defotions of 
between four and five thousand of Portugnese laity. 
The I garrison consists of about three hundred pri* 
Tates, blacks and mulattoes, with a very large pro# 
portion of officers. 

Of the two pagan temples at Macao, belonging to . 
the Chinese, oog is curiously situated among a con* 
fused heap of immense masses of gnanite. This 
temple is comprised of thr^e separate buildings one 
oyer the otiier ; the only approach to which is by a 
winding flight of steps hewn out of the solid rock. 

The Cave of Camoen, situated a little above the 
loftiest eminence in the town, was constructed, pro. 
bably, in the same manner as the teitaplo above de* 
seabed, by bringing together a vast number of rocks. 
This cave, from a tradition current in the settlement^ 
belonged to Camoen, a Portuguese poet,, who re. 
sided a considerable time at Macao ; and in which 
cave, it is said, he wrote the celebrated po,em of the 
laociad. 

. His excellency and two of the suite were accom- 
modated in a house, the garden of which inclosed 
this romantic cave. Soon after his arrival here he 
received letters from England, ^and also from Bata« 
via. By the former he learned, that as no fleet had 
been dispatched from France to the Cast Indies, go* 
vernm^nt had not thought it necessary to send out 
any ships of force to convoy tlie Chinese fleet home; 
bat those from Batavia stated the arrival of threo 
ships of war, from the isle of France, ia the straits 
of Sunda ; that they^ had already captured th,e Prin- 
cess Royal Indiaman ; and that a larger force was 
soon expected. This intelligence determined the 
embassador's return home, to protect property 
amounting to three millions sterling, l>elonging to tl)«. 
ii3 



9&4 • «w^fAiPir'>fb^t^ll^r,?' 

e6ai^«rtt^ flitch e^fftsoiMbftrkM^ eMlfa' Wt4to'^f 

ki4«rpr^ier)^ 1^ ho i»cV^ 4|(Klfj^iift»0ite#tl«fec)e4tlI^he 

tendiog to nevote hin^self heiMO^ Wf^itf^hUftP^xid 
l«itri»c€ion'of hls^ (f^OTj: fbn^\fiic^yl9dwio{#iI the 

S|l&rf4HVtfi>d (jfvib l^iojt^tiiguit^ Mili^fihim 

tb&i%ldiid 4>r9atitt«%flc,' Tieaif']li&fda)0/6fi'4ha^ ITfU^of 
liiardr, l?D4. 'I«l«h(7» 4iirr«!it^^to#*'fiiiiil» fbtff ^ iD&'ki 
ncith thrive armed ships from Bengal : aiLd'>«iE^s<tfae 
8liHrt«fc;^^fi^f>df MmiyfAr^^Y^itA$tin'g d£% tfliiw^ 
4«M1 tetf '{ifbHit/iftb^Mfirhnf sit ^nd^lhrde-pouadeih^ lie* 
ctoi?dftig-to»lhe«i«e '*)f eatth ^vwisrf. • 'ii|(>«!gli''4f fi0* 
))^#ed tHi);^Hf^««iM«d d«rt fdl: Kb^Hl^ or |Mdat<^ 
f»i^{loiesy Sfy'BkAsmus^G^ei* had'too^infpoirtiinil a 

thtiir5di*ftlgA8; ^ht'f ^^ref^ tH^forejpermittkd'to 
<:pft>lfeei»d'1ri3lhotit mic4\i8tfe,ti<5«i-- ' '^'^^ . t'^vcr, -i. 
:^lfe fl04V«^i)pp^ 16 oo^t>lc*er'thrfiiiwb<s4»arifdl^l*'K, 
ter on the Java sido ^th^$ straits of Suii4ft;,jiiid;i'irfaett 
4i»fe *va^ daiie;«'ibfc Jaerl^att t^ntter-^wtts^JdispatcHcd, 
^^^'ftffe " artii** ihdiirkwj to iOa!Cttttit>|?'htt^idf v^n 
b&aM'sonte tea^ tidi^> and 'tattfiftti 'i^^tH^ ctestitned 
f&^ B^^X'i ontler :^ ^^t^^timr ^olMDMtorf'Offlk 

crrgih6«<«ivoy pat tor -sea .af^ain ©Vibe iAioutwewUp ^ 
^A^l'^ttftrtrexpii^iicrdsf' aifterthe •ffti^fcfmoatlrVbcfW* 
Wfl^lg^Ie!* feif tv^fitf^rtjaHiaMltfrry o«Nte<da|»?ofifil>«il 
S^l'prWbkb'.4}i[>eNeik<tbe'fibt'i^; ''fffcf^roid^^ xejbiMd 



je»ty*s ^ips the Sampson, and Argo, from-^EYrope*' 
,Tb«iJi^ftlld)6f jStr ^fetoiiajii;iiai«is# agefiph^sry is 
^ttt twi<saty.«igh| |iili«s(7i^^>di«f«)L^r0d m^d jMia ^ 
twojo^itttirli!sa;g(^ tfjr th^ gDri4«igi*eift4jr.1'fte English * 
tpQAc. irfreyt thism^ aadithejDA|ak.|r4Oivtb0 English. 
Tile lastr jerrof ffE^ ttJjiga«G^ tiy )«iaiipvis5t from, the 
Dsrtch* )U iKm Jiie^pngS) |« jAtf £«8|^ J^^^ Cam* 
pglty, who lUMT^ sp^nedr n^/e«peil<0.to re^^er It a 
c0|iT«m(lit «iidic^i9for(iibb>']xla0^ ef ;tf«Qrt for shipi 
tD:thrir/h9inewa«4lMSJige* ;.. ,.> . i 

^a'h^ loa^ drought mi< snorting mMs^'nUch fgr 
three y:ears had desolated Aoilland of St. Jago, j^x^ 
tefifM;th<eir b«ne(n) imilufince to. St» Reletia the same 
pihf^<;^^ lior hafl:llie%taiid>at Ihat time entinely re. 
cpTiircd from4he,cs»Hiriiftjr« . Upwards &f Uiree thoo- 
sand komed catlle perished forv^At of wMer. aAd 
6ii]bs«8teiice. '^ ■ . /: .,• ■ 

T4« v^eyV) and sooua^pO^fs u^ioil the higher lattds, 
hftdi .however, regained their pristiae verdure ; and 
the gardeft'gfdunds were in ej^^elletit .oondttion ; a$ 
vras al3i^ a botanic garden^ . which contained treea. 
and plants of 4l%r«ftiti cjtaiates. , Ani insect had de^ 
atroyed mo^ of the, fruit^lbre^s, exce|)t the apple, 
«4i)dl ever siii4te hiid beefi jndo^tfioasly cnltirated« 
The plantain and banana throve welt; and some 
good coffee had;..b0>n produeed; bnt cotton^ indi|o^ 
and^anrs, by no meatus answe^, 

Ther land was principally cultivated by black 
rtavesf Ijjconght inti^ the island by Che first European 
settlers. ^These jneii^ were treaJted. haBshly by, their 
owtiei^^ till |he Ea^t India Company in tei-^ red; and 
put them under the protection of the magistr$.oy* 
Previous' to ^is rcgalatioa, dne tenth of their ndm- . 
ber died annnally. ; they now i ner^ase ; . tboj^^H afiy ' 
f^rtUfit im|>orta(lon of them it prohibited. There . 
arc . also s<Mne fi'e'e blacfcs apoia this island^ who being 
liltewifie pppDrcs^ed by ^{ave own^rsy experienced th^ 
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same havane kiterpositioa of the comj^njr; and 
they now claim and enjoy the privileges of a jury ia 
both civil and criminal causes. 

Hating taken what refreshments the island afford- 
ed, the three men of war, the Lion, Sampson, and 
Argo, the Indiamen before mentioned, together with 
three more from Bengal, two from Bombay, and a 
Sbnth-Sea whaler, ss^iled from St. Helena on the firat 
of July; and steering a north.westerly course to the 
e^nator, they crossed it in twenty* four degrees of 
west longitade from Greenwich. 

, Nothing material occurred till the twfsnty.first o^ 
July, on which day a fleet of eleven sail was disco* 
▼ered in the north-east ; fire of them loomed large* 
These had formed a line of battle a^breast, and were 
bearing down towards the convoy. The private signal 
not being answered, (it had been changed since Sir 
Krasmus Gowcr's departure from England) the Ldon^ 
Sampson,, and Argo, cleared for action, while the 
merchant ships were directed to remain to leeward. 
The weather coming on suddenly thick, with rain, 
iftc two fleets were concealed from each other for ten or . 
flfteen minutes; ^fler which, clearing up as hastily^tiie 
^sfrangers proved to be a fleet of Indiamen from eng. . 
Und, under convoy pf the Assistance man of war of 
fifty guns^commanded by Nathan Brunton, esq. — The 
writer of. this abridgement was' then an officer on 
board her,' and is still in hi» majesty's service ; ai|d 
be is happy ^o. bave it in hi^ power to testify the 
^h^ndsqme manner in which that^ brave and experi- 
enced commander bore down upon a supposed enemy, 
in force superior' tp his own, for the, protection of 
his convoy. , This ship, by a written order frqm Sir 
Erasmus Gower, returned with the fleet t<> JBngland ; 
aiid as she was at that time allowed to be the best 
manned ship in the British navy, and her crew in per- 
fect health and in high spirits, the convoy, in case of 
meeting "with an enemy, would have been ably sup« 
ported by such Assistance* 
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For some weeks, little progress was made bj ih% 
homeward-bound fleet, by reason of calms and raru 
able winds. When off the western islands, the Spa- 
nish and Portuguese ships parted company, steering 
for their own coasts : while the English, continuing 
their course, found themsekes off Scilly on the 4th 
of September. In steering up channel in the night 
of the 5th, the wind blowing ferj strong, they fell 
in with the grand fleet, under the command of Earl 
Howe, standing' down channel ; and being dark, 
and upon different tacks, several of the ships 
tSLik foul of each other, and recmved consider, 
able damage. The Lion, however, anchored safely^ 
the next day, in Portsmouth harbour, where the em« 
bassador disembarked, after an absence of nearly two 
years, in a voyage spent in the service of his country, 
and in pursuit of an object which we heartily wish 
9iay ultimately be obtained. 



llfO Off TflE ^WCKTISTH VOLVMB. 
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the pti^^TO . ■!<»• of tM>»K i» <te!l mitm¥miktmji^ -.iriBob 
lies Mimi; apd l>fing..«N»pMi4?ol tlMk HMWMBMtoni Itei^ 
itoM rook, r max /iffNrt||om,«|fi«>o|tbii i|w » K iofj»oMWlw— » 
Taonfo Tb^ fort ii tiiq»l»A>B » tW M U»j »ii r i iim »< r 9ik; gtoqily 

imnifi4% alfffv Uie viJl^ wbkb is pcoviiM iviUl s«9«ial tiiffra|i« 
111* piMoipfa c]iiifcb» beuag bailt pfMy tQ Ihe mWkuof tM 

mtk Hm atm ^ a foiaJl liarboiir.at tJ|e.ibol of sitd^fnliifid rack, 
9.ThiRockt0fTaraktash;p.lBi.^ .' 

*nissB aceoMiibtad rocks lie m front of the riiufep<y|u Wt 9f 
Suciaghfbr Soloaya^ and may Welt serve to cotfvey an idea oTIhir 
fonnatioB'tff the CritoMtf ilftowiMiiMi^ eobslAtib^ -^ipti&i^Jmkti 
together ivHSi tkte wiaU viil»g« beaHng tiitt SMoie; aaiHo, ' t^ m 
gardens fAtuatM iH tbft' lbre«gronadv Tliese rocks dative. tkakv 
naiAe ftDM TarffX-, a ooek*s eoTtllb;''9iBd'TMrm.ro^ ^Thavock^ 
representeff'oii' i}i^ ' piMfar' in oo^noAe^ of -it oasna^Jajpnr «f femi^ 
ginonr, often veiy ickXiWereBit, f^addilf i^^ttoilo ; tk^ipkarioal slonai 
of whieh' ar«>90fnHnnes targw th4n bdHtas. ' WrlMof fcssiit 
farther ektet^#% ft fciv^ bSttiatito 'weit«rAlrds» Iwoikior tha. read* 
and beyotod^fse valiiry WatKned ky 4ke Souksae/ Tho viUmo tlteir 
is built at the foot of the mpuntain, which displays the crested 
rocks. The pleasatnnebadf tiie situation, auk the very remarkable 
^giiwof tkirrkilty nurit a* mofe «iip«te jflsgrig tio n iba» our li«uta 
iriHallov. -' . .7 . * , j, t 

.3. Tb»ni>fBahtiami,p*U$^ - 
. Tais plate exhibits a prospect beyond the harbour of BklaUava; 
"from the western side, taken from Its it^per point; in order to re- 
present the town now inhabited by th^ Qreek's, attached to the 
battalion of Albaoiaivi^ as well as4heajilcientGei«Eie^ fort: beneath 
the lat^r, an^ between lofty mountains, w the entrance into the 
harbouK ' Tii?6 town has probably recsifBd its motea iiaiaft:lK>m 
the strong Greek oliitle ofPikUakiiiin, Ibkas fiinttcrl|B.iiihakitai 
Vy Tartars ; !)ut, as thetiatiVcs iMI^VBted^ oiMrere di^wrsad Wbe» 
theCi'iurea was oeeopied by tho^itssiahs^ binb Uie.tQwn, and the 
surrounding countrv, extending >» the banks of the Beeyouk-Ousc- 
h^n, were granted as ' settlementr to a rej^n&ent of Albanians, 
fM>w rMu^Mlto OB^ batt'MioB ^.aod BikUklaya l^s been conapl«t^ 
1y chatieed into a Greek town, - 
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S^wy fcyiitiMii ■ iUti i»4brili# •HUMaI fniMtof OUmm^SHC 

1i»lM»M|iliMtlietti«tt iMy »• fnpaMAiv Ifcju imfttMIMif 
iM^ ih«t«lt^lim)Mtttl3r ft aii^lenpto, 4«il(*toi, MMg other 
ltitsfli,toihefo4«irnmc • ' ••• ' C - "- ^' 
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Jh^^M^vm^mg^kH a l i tH nm and. HM^eio. ««Ui o^ •Eiiie 
^taf «id«i «ft«Mdbftil'4Mi»ifclimi ilMWiteiiMraiidA.licidffe 

if I liiii iiliiriii I [ 1 I'l " \r ^'"^ "'^^ "^ — T" — IbftjaMU 

lfiUi%«id is4te ooly kiwi of #acir«is« vfad m t)M» fountrr* 

mnmHs of the hi|rb«lt mMmtaiiis. dome of tho |«MteK«m:JM 

rains, •» that m tb» ftiwrpwrti rf »MFtoig- ^ j ^ 

This «ttil it iMre4h«i 1500 milcB in lon&th, ra f^J^^^^ 
i$> 4ouhl« and Cfcn trebll. The mawnry «ft4 todc-wcrtttim thi 
iBotowtttftoieexceedllS^seufoULotMloft. *^ 

TShm Ao^Ml ia TWrtary, %ltli ^ town «^ ^he-fci**'** «^ 
^jrtStiorS««M«,nhOttt800bf which «?«tUfib«d toOus to«pl«. 

Tws cort«i8ts of an enamonttalOlst^l tmtod* irith«hoto« tht 
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I lM Wt><r. ' B9»t«fimd,i4f9vi^dhiiBli«QgCb will «nai 
ble turn, to walk about ; but the buinlen is so mat, that k» !■ 
gwwa tly glad to seek hr a soppoft agaldst a w»l or a ti«e. If a 
<«tv«ftt*j^.'nMiKr4il^t^««ilKW«ki«^ iti4ito bIsWd 

tba( ho ii«» rested jm te& 1^ «b««(a biia with « whip tiU h« 

♦6. ;4V*f9W the Gardens f m ti^pmaiPiiU^c 6/'T(}K f ,' ^ ■ 
Taff is an^Mtifiinal aooBt.tlwovii..«|» tpwid ijie^^Mtefe-.a^* 
P6l6D,aad is OiatJDn wlncb theia^t >«f t^.,C»aij»F<i ]iiwiysKiil% 
before Che aoeeisioB of a Tartar fiuHUy, on hearing tba^jfli^ jiMna 
•alMieatefedbise^iftaU ftim banged b«tiiatt#Ueri and Mim 
■tabhiiiihjimnlC 7h0«Q«at«i«aa%»ili0l(NiotMrthae^MKDdliifr 
pa1 wa< t Yi im ■ Mn >yae«B - 1 i-i** 

7. il n^ sf Bii*toi, or, as tt is improperlif, ctdUd^ a lri^0|ji^ 

'fuEse sort of omamental builiH^ are cohmaom ia et^rjr ^ft? 
of China, aome o£ 6tooe» a»l4>aieoq^ wood» . 0».se«fte MB^iiit* 
of a fiin^ar kiad» the cb»r40tfrr« denote' the».it(» he f^finti fm\km . 
use tbam tfe poiiii oiu tiie dtsUnoes of places tcoea the spot oo wbieh 
they st^. Th« bqildios 0)^ <te oghft Mad.o^«iie| cfr the< i>Ui^ 
k» tower or foitraes, and I^Mi qp the left a pUce for tbeatrieal 
anMwemeiit 3> la thexenUe, near the foot of th^ tm«|M ^reh, 
thepttoishmetit of the ba»tinado 19 intljctiiig on a persott for 9Bim 
behsfjottr^bjrotderoftbecirtl magistrate* .. / . , 

8> View near the Citjf of lAnstin, on the Bankt 0/ the Grand 
Canal, p. 343. 

^ Tw prinelpal bulUiag in this view is aTa, or Fagoda, es khas 
Improperly faeeacaQed. 'lliese baiUlioga geueraiiy c^m^ist of fivc» 
seven, or nine stories, and as many -pr^yiecting roofs $ jtod Uteir 
height is horn 4 to 1 «f their dianeberv. They have either beeu t 
cieatadas tnoaoflMsts to mom great person, or eireat, or m<v«ly na 
objects for the terminatiea of a view« The bujldii^s) 00 each ftide 
of the plate, are houses inhabited by public officers of the dtstrici ; 
•ad the figures «fe «Maps of peaaantry assedl^HQg on the banks 
0$ the 9uiX,m tea the barges of the^embessy pass* 

9, F«rai tf the t^ke, Ue^koo, aiai Tomt ef rte HtuMerini '' 

Tats lake is accounted one of tbe grandest spots in all Cmlita 
The tosrer of the Thapdariiig Winds is said t9 haUta be«n betu. ux 
thetifflf'^f.Qaijil^citts* .ia.th^ vuk pf lumbi^ the viiriety vf .ii:uar 
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Zmv Li ii^rt ■ mil I ft IT ' "-' ye»e>t»f»»w ayu«. 

te^ _ili(nlin— twitltbn «» 1*« «<»UM rawl*> aU of^veneh 
M««iS^Hia «!««•.- «UsS -omikiali, irf c«<BMt,-iiMt (M « 
!■ JmmI liKWI *■— «■»(* tMr«Ht «HR«r]r>altiw<^Mti; 

iLZi^ISi»e,*--5j!t'*^'rltS"u2 sir- 
t.m H^it. of the highest «i»ontm"». 8wn« af tha !•»««»««*« 
rain*. M that IB tM tbn gtvmA "f *r*'^ ^ ' „,—-„ j— -- t 
•n«. ..Mi !••«.«»* ISW mile. « Wngtt, ^^»^^ 
!» doaM end e»eii treM^ n» mewntf ««4 bnek-wt m ua 
t««toWt»*laaeei(oeedtb|Muf«ULonooa' 

MeM ah»M ia WrtKy, «* »• *«»» <^ ^"^ ^.f« 
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